Conservation buffer meeting to address base encroachment planned

" An informational meet-
ing to help landowners un-
derstand conservation ease-
ments and the Army Com-
patible Use Buffer (ACUB)
program will be held at 7
p.m. on Thursday, February
16 at the Riley County High
School Cafeteria.

The meeting will be host-
ed by K-State Research &
Extension-Riley County and
will feature experts from

Fort Riley, the Kansas Land .

Trust, and the Natural Re-
source Conservation Ser-
vice.

The Kansas Land Trust

(KLD has placed a special

emphasis on preserving na-

tive grasslands and. high
quality cropland in the
Flint Hills, and is currently

accepting applications from -

landowners for conserva-
tion easement purchases.
KLT recently announced a

new partnership with Fort

Riley to offer landowners
conservation easement pur-
chase opportunities for
areas surrounding Fort
Riley.

_Post officials estimate
that the Fort Riley area will

__increase its quhtary popu- -

populatlon comes an in-
crease in construction, and
Fort Riley officials would
prefer that construction not
be toc close to their bound-

‘aries. -

Fort Riley would like to
establish buffer areas
around its training lands to
help limit community con-
flicts over military activi-
ties and training that may

cause noise and smoke com-
plaints. The buffer area is
also expected to help con-
serve habitat for various
grassland dependent

species, as well as achieve -

other conservation purpos-
es. .

Information at the Feb-
ruary 16 meeting will be
presented by RoxAnne
Miller of the Kansas Land

Trust, Jeff Keating and
Craig Phillips from Fort
Riley, and Lynn Thurlow of
the Natural Resource Con-
servation service.

For more information
about the meeting, contact
Greg McCluré or Jennifer
Wilson at the Riley County
Extension Office. Reserva-
tions to attend may be made
by calling (785) 537-6350.




