
By Chris Green,
Special to Grass & Grain
Rod Moyer enjoys the

feeling of freedom that
comes with being on his
nearly 7,000-acre tallgrass
prairie ranch in the Flint
Hills.

“I like that you’re here
with nature and not with
cars, people and concrete,”
Moyer, 66, said from the
comfort of his ranch house
about 11 miles east of Junc-

tion City. “When I go to
some of the large cities in
California or somewhere, I
can only be there for a few
days and it starts to really
have an adverse effect upon
on me. I need green space
and open air.”

The Moyer Ranch and its
headquarters sit just off a
gravel road, south of Inter-
state 70 and the Konza
Prairie near Fort Riley. In
mid-July, the vista beyond
the roadside fence is a spec-
tacularly green landscape of
hills dotted by trees, and a
seemingly endless sky.

Because of Moyer’s ef-
forts to work with the Kan-
sas Land Trust (KLT) and
other partners to protect his
land, it is an enthralling view
that will remain intact for
generations to come.

The agreement represents
the largest conservation
easement for both KLT and
the northern Flint Hills. It

keeps the land in private
ownership and allows its
continued use for cattle graz-
ing and recreational activi-
ties.

Moyer and KLT received
assistance in creating the
easement from Fort Riley’s
Army Compatible Use Buf-
fer Program, the Natural Re-
source Conservation Ser-
vice’s Farm and Ranchland
Protection Program, and the
Kansas Dept. of Wildlife and
Parks.

Moyer represents the
third generation of his fami-
ly to farm and ranch in the
area. The easement allows
Moyer to preserve not only
the tallgrass prairie but also
his family’s way of life.

“My family has been in
agriculture since the turn of
the last century and my fa-
ther worked very hard to
give me an opportunity to be
successful in agriculture,”
said Moyer, whose family

farmed and ranched in, and
east of, what is now Tuttle
Creek Lake north of Manhat-
tan. “He instilled a real work
ethic in me.”

Moyer and a neighbor ini-
tially bought the site of what
would become the Moyer
Ranch in 1991. Five years
later, he acquired all of the
former Simpson Ranch and
sold or traded his land east of
Tuttle Creek. He has since
added several other tracts of
land to the ranch.

Moyer said he has no
family interested in succeed-
ing him in actively manag-
ing the ranch. But the ease-
ment will help ensure that
ranching remains a primary
use of the land into the fu-
ture.

“I would like future Moy-
ers to understand somewhat
of what their background
was about,” said Moyer,
whose son, Grant, works in
New York City as an invest-
ment banker. “Also, that
other people would be able
to travel through and under-
stand something about a
working cattle ranch.”

Long-term thinking
For KLT, the easement

represents an opportunity to
permanently protect a very
scenic area and prominent
“viewshed” from the en-
croachment of development,
KLT executive director
Jason Fizell said.

The ranch sits in the
Heart of the Flint Hills, an
area of several million acres
where then-Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius pushed for Kansas
utilities to honor a moratori-
um on new wind farm devel-
opments. However, there is
no binding legal agreement

and no way of requiring out-
of-state developers to follow
the moratorium.

“This basically affords
rock-solid, permanent pro-
tection rather than short-
term political assurances,”
Fizell said.

Fizell said the Moyer
easement will also help the
Army protect the integrity of
a radar system recently in-
stalled at Fort Riley’s Mar-
shall Army Airfield. The ef-
fectiveness of that system
would have been diminished
by a once-planned wind
farm on the property.

The easement will also

preserve the habitat of poten-
tially threatened spec- ies,
including the Greater Prairie
Chicken, preventing the base
from becoming an isolated
enclave for those animals.
The preservation of nearby
wildlife areas can help mili-
tary installations avoid or re-
duce any training restrictions
that could be associated with
complying with the Endan-
gered Species Act. Jeff Keat-
ing, program manager for
Fort Riley’s Army Compati-
ble Use Buffer Program, said
the easement would help

By Tom Parker
While William Least Heat-Moon mulled over the idea of a writing a book about a single

county in the heart of the Flint Hills, he asked people he encountered what they knew about
Kansas. From what he’d heard and read it was flyover country, an unrelenting, interminable
expanse of nothingness. The responses only confirmed his suspicions. One woman answered
that the state took two pages of an atlas and that it was “flat and treeless.” Another said he
knew about Kansas from The Wizard of Oz and In Cold Blood.

“Great,” Heat-Moon said. “I’m writing a fantasy or a night-
mare.”

In 1991, after six years of walking, driving and dreaming
Chase County, Kan., PrairyErth (A Deep Map) erupted onto
the literary scene. One reviewer called it a “train wreck.” But
others, from the New York Times to the Hun-
gry Mind Review, praised it as “The Moby
Dick of American history” and a “modern-
day Walden.”

Since then, the book has never been out of
print. It’s also become an iconic work for
Italians, where it remains a bestseller. But to
the residents of Chase County, and many oth-
ers who proudly call Kansas home, it’s some-
thing more: their very own deep map of a
place that’s as much a state of mind as terrain
and narrative. And it almost didn’t get writ-
ten.

Heat-Moon confessed this to a large
crowd of Chase County residents and others,
many from Kansas but some from as far
away as Tennessee, at a premiere screening
of “Return to PrairyErth,” a movie influ-
enced by his book. The film aired June 24th
at Pioneer Bluffs Ranch near Matfield Green,
where an overflow crowd of several hundred

necessitated three showings. The event was part of a larger celebration of his book and how
it has not only influenced the county but informed the world of its very existence. To the
crowd, the idea of PrairyErth not being written was unimaginable. “I had no idea how to
write the book,” Heat-Moon said. He’d compiled three large boxes containing interviews and
reflections, but piecing them together into a coherent sequence stymied him—until one day
as he studied the detailed topographic maps of the county spread across the floor of his study.

“There were 25 maps covering 774 miles,” he said. “I began walking the map, and real-
ized that many of the maps covered only a fringe of the county. When I pulled them away I
had twelve maps left over. My Boy Scout Troop was number 144. Twelve times twelve is
144. There were twelve chapters in my first book, Blue Highways. I could do twelve. I knew
I had to go back one more time and work the quadrangles. I wrote a symbol like a tic-tac-
toe—it’s on the book cover—and went from square to square. It was so simple. It just took

six years to figure out.”
He assembled the stories like the outside

spokes of a wheel, radiating inward toward
the central hub. “I should have put on the
cover, ‘some assembly required,’” he said.

Wichita filmmaker John O’Hara said the
book inspired him to explore the area beyond
the Kansas Turnpike. Because Heat-Moon
was such an integral part of the county’s story,
he pitched the idea of filming a sort of retro-
spective and update. Heat-Moon agreed, and
together they collaborated on the film. It took
O’Hara a year and a half to finish. Funding
was through a grant from the Kansas Human-
ities Council.

Because Pioneer Bluffs Foundation was
the fiscal agent for the grant, they were given
the right of first showing, said Lynn Smith,
the foundation’s executive director. But more
than that, she said, the ranch and its limestone

Conservation easement forever protects Moyer Ranch’s tallgrass prairie

Taking part in the Moyer Ranch easement dedication were, from left: Tad Davis, Brig.
Gen. David Petersen, Lt. Gov. Troy Findley, Sec. of Wildlife and Parks Mike Hayden,
Rod Moyer, Jeff Gross, NRCS Assistant State Conservationist, Catherine Hauber,
KLT President, and Col. Kevin Brown, Garrison Commander.

A limestone post stands
sentry at Moyer Ranch.
Photo courtesy of Bruce Hogle

Blue Wild Indigo dots the Flint Hills landscape of Moyer
Ranch. Photo courtesy of Bruce Hogle

Continued on page 3

Chase County and Flint Hills the focus of Return to PrairyErth

Sage Greenemeyer, son of Chris Hepner, Potwin, had
author William Least Heat-Moon sign his copy of
PrairyErth at the Pioneer Bluffs reception. His mother
said Sage can't read yet but he's going to learn how in
the pages of the book. Continued on page 3



fence were part of the book,
and Chase County the ideal
location for its premiere.

“Several people moved to
Matfield Green after reading
the book,” she said. “Where
else could it have been
shown? It had to be here.”

The film will air later on
public television, O’Hara
said.

Heat-Moon conceived
the idea for the book after a
failed attempt to write an ar-
ticle about the Flint Hills for
National Geographic. A per-
sonal crisis led him to hit the
road in a van he named
“Ghost Dancing,” a journey
on the back roads of Ameri-
ca (those marked on maps in
blue ink) from which his
first book was gleaned. The
book’s popularity sent him
on the road again, but closer
to his home in Columbia,
Mo.

There was something
about Chase County and the
Flint Hills that resonated
with him. More, certainly,
than the simple fact that if
you folded a map of the
lower 48 into half, top to
bottom and then right to left,
the center would be an inch
from Roniger Hill, a grassy
knoll rising behind the small
town of Bazaar. “In truth,”
he wrote in the opening
chapter of PrairyErth, “I
don’t much understand why
I am here.”

He was determined to
discover why, though. Con-
necting landscapes with
what he was seeing, render-
ing it onto two-dimensional
maps as he retraced his trav-
els, speaking to the ranchers

and residents, delving into
the history, geography, geol-
ogy, flora and fauna, and
walking, always walking,
though it made him at first
an eccentric before people
grew accustomed to his
presence and the unending
questions he put to them. “I
wanted to make a connec-
tion between the present and
the past,” he said. “I also
wondered how is this place
linked to the American spir-
it.”

That he wrote and
dreamed the spirit of Chase
County so succinctly is a
testament to a writer of deep
insight and great skill, but
also to the people and the
place itself. For though it’s
about a single county in
Kansas, the book is really
about every place and the
stories that imbue them. As
one woman told Heat-Moon,
since reading the book she’s
more aware of her place in
the land. “In some ways I’ve
found myself,” she said.

Heat-Moon’s latest book,
Roads to Quoz, is another
travelogue down the back
roads of America, with at its
core a literary exploration of
language both real and in-
vented. A reader, offering
him a copy to autograph,
told Heat-Moon that it
seemed he had enjoyed the
journey as much as having
fun with the alphabet, espe-
cially with the letter q.

Heat-Moon flashed a big
grin. “That was my intent,”
he said. “I hoped someone
would catch that. I had fun
writing it.”

He then patted a paper-
back copy of PrairyErth.
“That book,” he said, “that
was work.”

according to the plant
species. If a plant is sorely
lacking in one of these nutri-
ents, it will not grow. If it has
access to these nutrients, it
will grow into the crop its
heredity determines and
will pass along the nutrients
its heredity intends.

Translation — for a
healthy diet eat plenty of
fruit and vegetables each
day, regardless of how they
were grown. Doing so will
probably mean a person
eats more fiber that is
healthy. It also means less
room for fatty foods that are
one of the major contribu-
tions to poor health.

Eating five fruits and veg-
etables per day reduces our
risk for heart disease and
cancer. Researchers tell us
this health-enhancing effect
is derived from the high lev-
els of antioxidant chemicals
in the fruits and vegetables.
Studies are confirming this
cleansing effect from specif-
ic chemicals from specific

crops including broccoli
and blueberries.

So much of this research
on conventional versus or-
ganically grown food has
demonstrated little nutri-
tional differences. In our so-
ciety consumers have a
choice. It is an individual
decision.

Organic-food enthusiasts
may choose products grown
the way they prefer. Those
with a more traditional bent
can enjoy fruits, vegetables
and grains grown conven-
tionally. Remember, scien-
tific research and studies in-
dicate conventionally grown
fruits, vegetables and grains
have the same nutritional
value and are equally
healthy.

The choice is yours.
John Schlageck is a lead-

ing commentator on agricul-
ture and rural Kansas. Born
and raised on a diversified
farm in northwestern Kansas,
his writing reflects a lifetime of
experience, knowledge and
passion.
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Conventional versus Organic

sustain the Army’s training
missions and secure the
Army’s long-term presence
at Fort Riley by protecting
airspace from wind farm de-
velopment for helicopter
traffic and by preserving
large blocks of native, tall-
grass prairie. Keeping the
Moyer Ranch’s well-man-
aged and visually stunning
tallgrass prairie intact also
represents an important step
forward in preserving the
existence of a unique
ecosystem.

Valerie Wright, a KLT
board member and environ-
mental educator for the
Konza Prairie Biological
Station, said the area’s plant
and animal species would
benefit from the preserva-
tion of a large expanse of
tallgrass prairie.

“If you have little islands
of habitat, then it’s more dif-
ficult for species to survive,
to mate and find food to live
on,” Wright said. “Their
range shrinks terribly when
they’re on an island and it’s
easy to lose species.”

Margy Stewart, who rais-
es cattle and hosts tourists
along with her husband on
land to the east of Moyer
Ranch, said she believes that

Moyer’s decision makes
sense economically, too. By
preventing inappropriate de-
velopment, Stewart said the
easement would help allow
this part of the northern Flint
Hills to continue to flourish
as ranch land and as a grow-
ing destination for agri-
tourism.

“We think he’s setting a
great example of long-term
thinking,” Stewart said of
Moyer.

The easement also stipu-
lates that good conservation
measures be maintained on
the grassland, Moyer said.
Yet it was also important to
him that the agreement be
flexible enough that the land
remains usable for agricul-
ture in subsequent decades.

“As one tries to look for-
ward and anticipate how
agriculture will be in 50 to
100 years, I don’t know that
very many have the crystal
ball to even have a slight
idea,” Moyer said.

Continued from page 1

Moyer Ranch
Continued from page 1

PrairyErth
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SELLING TRACTORS
Including:

Case IH 5120, 2 wheel, open
station, 1494 MFWD, PS
w/Westendorf loader

IH 1586
JD 6410 MFWD, PQ, 7000 hrs.
w/L40 loader

8100 MFWD, 14.9x46 w/duals
4240, 4430
4000, original, 2 owners, nice
AGCO Allis 8745, 2 wheel, 302
hrs., 1 owner

Duetz Allis 9150 MFWD, 5738
hrs., 18.4x38 w/duals

MF 1105
COLLECTOR TRACTORS

JD 6030, factor cab, air, 4000
actual hrs.

IH Super MTA, gas w/loader
B w/2x disc plow
IH wide frt., H w/loader
H-1949
Super M
7’ fast hitch mower
Case SC w/factory WF & fend-
ers

Cockshutt 40, gas, NF, re-
stored

Cockshutt 40 gas, WF
Oliver Super 77, NF, original

COMBINES
’08 JD 9870 STS, 644 sep.,
913 eng., CM, 650/85R38
w/duals

’00 9750 STS, 2218 sep., 3380
eng., 20.8x42 w/duals

’02 9650 STS, 1529 sep., 2202
eng., 20.8x38 w/duals

’02 9650, 1735 sep., 2512
eng., 420/80R46 w/duals

8820
4400 diesel, rotary screen
’03 MF 9790, 1205 sep., 1920
eng., 46” w/duals

’97 CIH 2166, 2229 sep., 3040
eng., RT, FT, AHH, chopper

CORNHEADS
Harvestec 4306, 6 row 30
CIH 3212, 12 row 30
8 row 22” 10 row 20”
863, JD - 3) 612C, chopping
608C, chopping
’03 1293, CM
2) ’06 893, CM
843 oil 2) 643 LP
2) 444
NH 966, 6 row 30

FLEX HEADS
’09 JD 635 F

2) ’08 635F, CM
’04 630F, CM
2) 220, 213

HAY EQUIPMENT
Including:

CIH RBX 561 baler w/net
Vermeer R21B twin rake plus
other balers, choppers,
heads, etc.
TILLAGE EQUIPMENT

Including:
Remlinger 12 row 30”, 3 pt.
strip till

M&W 1875, 7 shank disk ripper
DMI 527B
CIH 496, 32’ disk
JD 960, 24’ field cultivator
Wilrich Excel 30’ field cult.
Several new skid loader
buckets & attachments

MISCELLANEOUS
EQUIPMENT Including:

Demco 650 grain cart
Brent 674 grain cart
Kilbros 490 grain cart
Brent 644 gravity box
Demco 550 gravity box
Several small gravity boxes on
gears

STALK CHOPPERS
Including:

’07 Loftness 360
Artway 240B
Balzer 2000
Balzer 15
Hiniker 5610 w/windrower
JD 1517 batwing mower
2) JD 455 hydra push spread-
ers

NI 3639 spreader
2) Nuhn 6” manure pumps
Several augers from 13”x82’
down to 8”x

Cammond 3 3/4 yrd. pull
scraper

Plus all other types miscella-
neous equipment

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
JD 450 G crawler dozer w/6
way, winch & brush guard

JD 548D log skidder
Case 585E forklift
GSI, 112 grain dryer, 2000
hrs., LP, single phase to be
sold at 3:00p.m. on location
at 32641 Garden Road, Har-
mony, Minn.

3 excellent farm lines includ-
ing Alton & Becky Asleson
Farm Line selling at approx.
10:45. Due to health reasons,

they will liquidate their line
’01 Case IH MX 200, 2 wheel,
857 hrs., 46” w/duals

’98 8920 MFWD, 1622 hrs., 42”
w/duals

’89 CIH 1640 combine, 2129
eng. hrs., chopper, RT

1063 cornhead
1020, 16.5’
Kinze 3000 6 row 30” planter
w/DF, single disc openers,
row cleaners, Ins, Kp2 moni-
tor

CIH 5300, 24x6 drill w/GS
JD 726, 21’ 9” mulch finisher
DMI 527B
M&W 1815 rotary hoe
Miller Pro 750 sprayer
Wood 3180, 15’ batwing mower
Feterl 10”x61’ auger
10”x30’ auger w/10 hp motor
Brent 440 gravity box on gear
w/brakes

2) Minn 450 gravity boxes on
Minn 15 ton gears

2) Minn 400 on 15 & 14 ton
Minn gears

DMI Big Little gravity box
J&M gravity box
EZ Trail 3400 gravity box
Wayne & Helen Bicknese
Farm Line selling at approx.
11:30 AM - Due to health rea-
sons they will sell:
’97 CIH 2166 combine, 980
sep., 1667 eng., chopper, RT

1020, 16.5’
1044 corn head
’92 CIH 7120 MFWD, 4942
hrs., 38” w/duals

Mike Lange & Brian Melcher
Farm Line selling at approx.
12:30 PM, including:
’07 JD 7520 MFWD, 1954 hrs.,
ivt w/741 loader

’91 JD 4755 MFWD, 7274 hrs.,
PS, 38” w/duals

Field Queen 7600 chopper
w/HH 4 row 30” & 3 row wide

3) Meyers rear unload chopper
boxes on Meyers gears

JD 400 grain cart
White 5100, 8 row wide planter
w/liquid

Kent 2109, 9 shank disk chisel
Plus several lawn and garden
tractors; ATVs; several truck
tractors, cab & chassis; 1990
Cobra 33’ tri axle aluminum
end dump, frame type trailer
& all types miscellaneous
farm related items.

For a complete listing and photos or more information go to
www.gehlingauction.com or call 507-765-2131

TERMS: AG Star Loan/Lease Financing available to qualified buyers. All other items
Cash or Good Check day of sale.

www.gehlingauction.com • email: gehling@gehlingauction.com

Sale conducted by: GEHLING AUCTION, INC.
Box 250, Preston, Minnesota 55965

AUCTIONEERS: Denny Brusse, 23-45, Ron Gehling 23-46, Dave Holstad, Roger Bullerman, Matt Gehling 23-94
CLERK: Gehling Auction Co., Inc.

DEALER CONSIGNMENT LENDER

AUCTION
THURSDAY, AUGUST 12 — 9:30 AM

Gehling Implement and Auction Co.
PRESTON, MINNESOTA

Loan/Lease Financing Available
Live online bidding available. For complete details and to pre-register go to
www.gehlinglive.com. 2% internet buyers fee with a $500 cap per item will be
charged to successful online buyers.
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