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PLANNED GIVING: KANSAS LAND TRUST 
Leaving a Conservation Legacy 

 
 
Planned Gifts Take Many Forms 
 
Likely you have some of your life rooted within the Kansas landscape. Maybe you feel connected to 
the land through family memories, farm visits, a hiking trail, hunting and fishing, or the magnificent 
view of uninterrupted prairie in the Flint Hills. 
 
As you think about those roots and ponder your vision for the future, you may be thinking about 
how you can make a difference in conserving what matters to you—our land and rural heritage. 
 
While planned gifts take many forms, they are the result of careful planning and an intention to 
make a difference for others. This could include bequests made in a will, naming the Kansas Land 
Trust (KLT) as a life insurance beneficiary, or using tax-wise giving options such as charitable gift 
annuities or charitable remainder trusts. 
 
Making a planned gift enables you to leave a conservation legacy for all future generations.  
 



 

What planned giving options are available to me? 
 

Current Gifts 
 
Giving with a check: The Kansas Land Trust appreciates 
receiving cash that we can put to work immediately. 
 
Charitable Rollover of your IRA: Individuals age 70½ and older 
can donate up to $100,000 directly to nonprofits from their 
individual retirement accounts (IRAs) without it being counted 
as taxable income and will satisfy your Required Minimum 
Distribution. Your financial institution must issue the check 
directly to the charity and the gift must be made by December 
31st of the tax year in question. Contact your financial 
institution with instructions. 
 
Donation of Appreciated Assets: Transfer of Publicly Stocks, 
bonds or mutual are typical examples. KLT has an account at 
the Douglas County Community Foundation (DCCF) to accept 
these types of donations. DCCF will process the gift and give 
you, the donor, all the appropriate tax reporting for your gift. In 
return, you get a charitable deduction, and if the asset was 
appreciated (grown in value over time), you give away your 
taxes that you otherwise would have paid had you sold the 
investment. 
 

Legacy Gifts: Testamentary Gifts 
 
Make KLT a Beneficiary of your Retirement Plan: You can make 
KLT a beneficiary, whole or in part, of your IRA, 401(k) or similar 
retirement plan. Upon your passing, the balance you specified 
in the beneficiary arrangement, is invested in KLT’s 
conservation work. 
 
Estate Bequests: Bequests are one of the easiest ways to make 
a gift to the Kansas Land Trust. A bequest is a provision in your 
will or living trust. It directs money or other property go to 
specified individuals or organizations upon your death. Unlike 
some other planned giving options, bequests allow you to 
change your mind at any time. Property left to charities (such 
as KLT) is deductible from your taxable estate and may result in 
substantial tax savings. Bequests can also be used to endow 



your annual support for KLT, help achieve a particular goal, 
or place a conservation easement on your land after your 
death.  Your estate planning attorney will be familiar with 
the language to insert into your estate documents. 
 
Remainder Interest in Land or Home: Donating to KLT a 
Remainder Interest in Land (thereby “reserving a life 
estate”) allows you to use and enjoy your property during 
your lifetime. It conveys immediate income tax benefits to 
you, while ensuring that the land is transferred 
automatically to KLT upon your death. Once KLT receives this 
asset upon your passing, depending upon the conservation 
values associated with the property, KLT may place a 
conservation easement on it and then sell it, thereby 
providing KLT with long-term support.  
 
Charitable Gift Annuities (CGA): Charitable Gift Annuities 
come under the category of “life income gifts”, providing 
you with an immediate income tax deduction and regular 
income payments for life. Most commonly funded with an 
appreciated asset that earns a low rate of return or, like 
land, costs you money to maintain, a gift annuity provides 
KLT with long-term financial support. The basic mechanism 
of a gift annuity involves the transfer of assets to KLT, at 
which time we enter into a contract to pay you a fixed 
annuity for the rest of your life.  
 
Charitable Remainder Trust (CRT): Another form of “life 
income gift”, a Charitable Remainder Trust can provide you 
with an immediate income tax deduction and increased 
annual income. You may transfer cash or appreciated 
property into this independent trust and direct income 
interest to one or more beneficiaries. A CRT functions much 
like a CGA except your gift is held and managed by the 
trustee of your choice. You and any other beneficiaries you 
designate receive an income during your lifetime(s) and 
upon your death, the remaining assets are donated to the 
charities of your choice. Oftentimes, you will get to keep 
more for you, spend more, pass on more to your heirs and 
support the causes that you love. 
 
Charitable Lead Trust: A Charitable Lead Trust may meet 
your needs if you have a large taxable estate and wish to 



pass on a greater inheritance to your 
children and grandchildren, while also 
providing KLT with immediate and 
sustained support. Typically, a charitable 
lead trust pays a specified income to KLT 
for either a fixed term of years or for 
your lifetime while your heirs receive 
the balance of the trust at the time of 
your death.  
 
Gift of Life Insurance: Purchase a life 
insurance policy on your life (joint 
policies can insure two lives and pay 
upon the first or second death), and 
then subsequently gift the policy to the 
Kansas Land Trust. KLT will be the owner, 
payor, and beneficiary. The subsequent 
premiums will be funded via donations 
to KLT and KLT will pay the premium. 
Your donation will be tax deductible. 
Gifts of life insurance can fit most 
budgets. 
 
Always Seek professional assistance 
 
Kansas Land Trust does not offer legal, 
tax or financial advice. Please consult 
your attorney, accountant or financial 
advisor for assistance. 
 
Please Join Us in a Conservation Legacy 
Conversation 
 
KLT would be honored to start a 
conversation with you about how you 
can leave a conservation legacy for all 
future generations. To explore how you 

might make that 
meaningful difference, 
please contact Jerry 
Jost at the Kansas Land 
Trust at (785) 749-3297 
or jjost@klt.org. 


