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Welcome and many thanks to all contributors and new members of the Kansas Land Trust (KLT). Our 
organization began in February of 1990 with a meeting by a group of area residents concerned about the loss 
of naturals areas and the rural landscape. We agreed to form a membership organization "to promote for the 
benefit of the general public the preservation of the natural, recreational, scenic or agricultural values of 
land" . 

The Kansas Land Trust is a tax-exempt, non-profit Kansas corporation with already 115 members. To date 
we have received over $6,()(x) in donations, whch will be used to create a general awan" .,:;-; of KL T <." • 

vehicle for land protection, and to pursue our most immediate need: state legislative changes tho, wlil cuJa v 
." rganialtions suc.n d3 "i, T (U iwici Cl~il:;el VdiiUJ\l:, t!d!>Clllt:!Il(!:> (jJit:d~ ~ 1 doit.~ />lUl Y u.::ivw) . 

While our most pressing issue concerns conservation easement legislation, we have spent time and energy ,he 
pa::.t few months working with Douglas County to establish the "Natural Areas Program", for which the 
county authorized funding up to $40,000 per year from 1992 through 1997. We aT';:: disappointed in the lack 0r 
leadership we have seen by Douglas County commissioners (Mike Amyx, Mark Buhler and Louie McEl
heney), as they have decided not to fund the program this year. We believe that with additional support 
from our membership, this program can be funded next year. 

We are still in the initial phases of building our membership. We know that there are many people who 
would support us if they knew about us. Please give copies of the attached membership and donotion f •• m 
to your friends, or reuse this newsletter by giving it to someone else. 

In addition to our board members, there are many people who have provided assistance in establish1l 5 our 
organizabon. Among them are Cathy Vogel, who helped in our successful fund-raising drive and S' .1 Herd, 
who designed our logo. 

Conservation Easements: VVhat 
triP:," arp. and ""by \-vP. ne(.)d them 

Conservation easements are legal agreements 
which landowners can use to conserve or protect 
their property for its natural, recreational, scenic 
or agricultural value. The owner and the prospec
tive easement holder identify the rights and re
strictions on use that are necessary to protect the 
property - what can and cannot be done with it. 
After an easement is in place, the easement holder 
is responsible for ensuring that the land is man
aged appropriately, based on the terms of the 
pa semen t. 

While about 4{) states have laws supporting con
servation easements, current Kansas law is limi ted. 
to riparian wetland areas. In ad ·tion, only gov
ernmental entities can hold coru;ervation ease-
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- Kelly Vjndscher 

Meet Our Board of DirectfiJ.~ 
(and Staff) 

Steven Hamburg (President) - Professor at KU in En
vironmental Studies with academic expertise in ecol
ogy. Strong interest in landscape preservation. Has 
worked with a land trust in rural New Hampshire. 

Bill Ward (Vice President) - Attorney for the U.s. 
Environmental Protection Agency. Works on wetland 
protection issues. Early founder and current board 
member of the Kansas Natural Resource Council. Wild
flower enthusiast fortunate to have been present for a 
rare siting in Douglas County of the threatened White 
Prairie Fringed Orchid. 

Ernie Eel< (Secretary) - Works in real estate with the 
Gill Agency. Committed to preservation of the land
scape. Coordinator of the KLT newsletter. 

continued on page 2 
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... Conservation Easements 

ments in Kansas. 

Conservation easements can offer Kansas landowners 
many potential benefits that they do not have under 
current law including: 

o Preserving native prairie or woodlands for 
future generations, 

<> Preserving land for agricultural use, 

" Retaining ownership of the land within the 
family by avoiding federal tax assessments 
for "higher uses", and 

~ Offc.-irog ~.:J - ."; LoA ,did. rurexampie,ease
ments can be considered charitable dona
tions, lowering income and inheri tance taxes. 

During the 1991 legislative session, the Kansas Land 
Trust helped introduce legislation allowing conserva
tion easements to be established for lands other than 
wetlands and to permi t non-profit organiza tions (such 
as KL T) to hold them. The bill (HB 2375) was held over 
after having easily passed in the House. We intend to 
help it become law in the 1992 session. 

- Rkh Niebaum 

... Meet Our Board 

Sarah S. D<-an (Treasurer) - Agriculture land manage
ment and investment managing partner for Simpson 
Ra"lch' Ciimf'<;()njT)p,," ("rl'!' Fr0p-:~!:i~ !~ ~a~!::t!()~ 
from conventional, chemical production to low-input, 
sustainable fanning practices. 

Marsha Marshall (Board) - Former program director 

for Kansas Natural Resource Council. Currently 
on the Board for the Kansas Water AuthOrity. 
Long-time interest and support for environmental 
issues. 

Diane Simpson - Attorney (or Stevens, Brand, 
Lungstrum, Golden, and Winter general practice 
law finn. Early supporter of the Land Institute. 

Long-time interest in environmental concerns. 
Owns a paSl ive solar home which uses wind
generated electricity and i::. currently restoring a 
small pIece of prairie on her property. 

Joyce Wolf - President of the Jayhawk Audubon 
Society 1984-88 and currently their Conservation 
Chair. President of the Kansas Audubon Council 
trom ] '>'1:57-88 and presently their legislative liason 
at the state. 

Donald Worster - Distinguished Hall Professor of 
U.s. History at KU. Author of numerous books on 
environmental history -most recently, The Endsof 
the Earth: Perspectives on Modem Environmenta I 
History. Public speaker and lecturer for environ
mental issues. 

Staff and Other KL T Help 

KclIy Kindscher (Director) - Ph.D. student in 
Biology (Systematics and Ecology) at the Univer
sity of Kansas. Author of Edible Wild Plants of the 
Prairie: An Ethnobotanical Guide. Prairie restora
tion ecologist and environmental consultant. 

Rich Niebaum - Computer programmer at KU 
~ .,,... ,.... . . 
,--0'lipUUIl~ .;)<:. v.I,;\::>. ,-u.llpuung CQIlSUl(anl ror 
KL T. Composer, guitarist and prairie enthusiast. 

John Simpson - Attorney providing legal counsel 
for KLT. 

'The scenery of the prairie is striking, and never fails to cause an exclamation of surprise. The extent of the 
prospect is exhilarating. The verdure and the flowers are beautiful, the absence of shade, and consequent 
appearance of light, produce a gaiety which animates the beholder. The whole of the surface of these beauti
ful plains is clad, throughout the season of verdure, with every imaginable variety of color, from grave to gay. 
It is impossjblf: iu L"OliLeive a more iniinite <l1verslty, or a richer profusion of hues or to detect the predominat
ing tint, except the grecn, which forms the beautiful background, and relieves the exquisite brilliancy of all 
the others." 

- J. Plumbe, Jr., "Sketches of Iowa and Wisconsin," Anals of Iowa, 14 (1839) 

'10 ~~ome a ~~~~~;~f ih~·iZa~~-a~-~~nd-;;u5-t~-pl~se-~;~~~~~;-~f the c[uep,ories below and 

send your la'{-decit· tible conlr:bution co: 

Name: 

Kansas L ld Tn ·l 

Rt. 2, 0, 394A 
Lawn.nee, KS 66046 

$20 Members 

Address: 

$50 Supporters $100 Protectors 

City/St/Zip: _____________ ------
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Announcing the Kansas Land Trust 

The Kansas Land Trust (KLD is a new organization that has been established to promote the preserva
tion of the natural, recreational, scenic, and agricultural values of the Kansas landscape. We are speaking for 
and working to implement a new vision for the landscape where the integrity of land is protected by a 
variety of methods. Specifically, we want to protect land with colorful prairie wildflowers, woodlands with 
large trees, river corridors, and scenic vistas. We will work with private owners to aid them in protection of 
their land through the use of conservation easements; we will work with governmental bodies t develop 
new programs for protection of natural areas; we will work with individuals interested in purchasing land to 
protect it; and when the others methods are insuifident, we will work to protect land through acquisition . 

In addition to working on land protection initiatives, we will continue to work on the passage of a con
servation easement bill through the Kansas legislature. The bill that was introduced last session was passed 
by the House of Representatives, but still needs to be passed by the Senate. This law will allow private land
owners to protect their land by donating their development rights to an organization such as the Kansas 
Land Trust. The value of such a donation to the tax-exempt KL T can be taken as an income tax deduction. 

Lessons From the Plowing of 
Elkins Prairie 

A year ago on November 16, 1990, a tractor 
roared in the night as under the cover of darkness, 
the Elkins Prairie was plowed for the first time ever. 
The destruction of this virgin prairie resulted from 
a collection of personal and institu tional failures. It 
illustrates the need for an organizatilln, such as the 
Kansas Land Trust, to protect our na tural resou rces. 

The Elkins Prairie was a beautiful piece of 
land, sloping to the west with a wind-blown elm 
tree on the top of the prairie-covered ridge that 
seemed to be a sentinel to those driving U.S. 40 
from Topeka to Lawrence. The 7O-acre Elkins Prai
rie had a wide diversity of prairie wildflowers in 
the spring, including the federally threatened 
Mead's milkweed and the prairie fringed orchid. 
The Elkins Prairi was a favorite of numerous uni
versity researchers and was such a fine example of 
native tallgrass prairie that I would show it to 
visitors from afar, including the poet Gary Snyder. 

Ultimately, the plowing of the Elkins Prairie 
was a failure of the vision of land owners. It is clear 
that the owners and developers Jack and Terrel 
Graham bought this land for speculation and are 
looking to make it "more productive." They saw 

Continrati . . . 

Conservation Easements: What 
they are and why we need them 

Conservation easements arc legal agreements 
which landowners can use to conserve or protect 
their property for its natural, recreational, scenic, or 
agricultural value. The owner and the prospective 
easement holder identify the restrictions on use that 
are necessary to protect the property-what can and 
cannotbe done with it. Nteraneasementisin place, 
the easement holder is responsible for ensuring that 
the land is managed appropriately, based on the 
terms of the casement. 

While about 40 states have laws supporting 
conservation easements, current Kansas law is 
limited to land along streams and wetland areas. In 
addition, only governmental entities can hold con
servation easements in Kansas. Conservation 
easements an offer Kansas landowners many po
tential benefits that they do not have under current 
law, such as: 

1) Preserving native prairie or woodlands for future 
generations, 

2) Preserving land for agricultural use, and 
3) Offering federal tax relief. For example, ease

ments can be considered charitable donations, 
lowering income and inheritance taxes. 

Conlmzud .. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ - ------- ------

Name: 

To become a member of the Kansas Land Trust, please check one of the categories below and 
send your tax-deductible contribution to: 

Kansas Land Trust 
Rt. 2, Box 394A 
Lawrence, KS 66046 

$20 Members _ $50 Supporters $100 Protectors $500 Benefactors 

Address: 

City/St/Zip: _ _ _____________ ________ __ _ 



... Elkins Prairie 

the land as merely a raw conunodi ty for potential devel
opment. I believe that if the Grahams had appreciated 
the natural values of the Elkins Prairie, they would not 
have destroyed them. Without such appreciation, the 
Grahams bought the land, and in so doing acquired 
power over it without the understanding necessary to 
use that power wisely. A ncarby landowner summed it 
up when he said to me: The Grahams were '1egally 
right, but morally WTong" in what they did to the Elkins 
Prairie. Ultimately the land became a way for them to 
demonstrate their absolute rights as a landowner-the 
right to destroy its natural character because they had 
bought the right to do with their land as they pleased. 

The Elkins Prairie situation was a failure of local 
government which has spent a large amount of time 
and resources toward building the South LaWTence 
Trafficway and saw the Elkins Prairie as a road block 
and a problem to contend with in steering the course for 
the road and the development which it would bring. 
Local government did make a valiant '1ast ditch" effort 
to buy it, but in retrospect, the landowners were be
yond approach. 

The plowing of the Elkins Prairie was a failure of 
the federal government to protect endangered plant 
species. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
Federal Highway Administration somehow agreed 
that the agricultural zoning of the Elkins Prairie would 
protect the endangered species on it, even though plow
ing of land is permitted in agricultural zoning. 

The plowing of the Elkins Prairie was a failure of 
private property to protect something that dearly had 
community and national value (Newsweek, National 
Public Radio, the New York Times, Oticago Tribune, 
and many other na tional papers covered the plowing of 
me prairie). It calls into question those who state that 
landowners are the best protectors of land. 

And finally, the plowing of the Elkins Prairie rep
resents a failure by the conservation and preservation 
community. Until the plowing actually started on the 
dark, foggy night, conservationists clung to the belief 
that it was not possible that the landowners would take 
that action. We preferred to share the federal govern
ment's fantasy that agricultural zoning would protect 
the prairie, and we failed to confront the cold reality 
that landowners intentions and rights must be thor
oughly understood and honored. Only then can a 
ba lance be struck between the expectations of i nd ividu
als and the rights of the conununity. 

Kansas Land Trust 
Rt. 2, Box 394A 
Lawrence, KS 66046 

I believe that the Kansas Land Trust can play 
an important role in protecting land and enhancing 
personal property rights. We respect heritage, both 
human and biological. Igrewupona farm that my 
parents still operate which was homesteaded by 
my great-great grandparents in 1871. J firmly be
lieve that landowners should have the right to 
protect the land they own and that they should be 
rewarded for this voluntary action. For this reason 
the Kansas Land Trust is diligently working to ob
tain state legislation that would give landowners 
the a bili ty to do just that through the use of conser
vation easements. 

1 believe that conservation easements would 
have allowed us to protect the Elkins Prairie. The 
Grahams clearly had an agenda for the land that 
was at odds with its natural heritage and probably 
would not have been interested in a conservation 
easement. However, the Elkins family, who had 
owned the prairie for so long that their name stayed 
with it even after they sold it, recognized its value 
and even made an unsuccessful attempt to get the 
University of Kansas and others to buy it and 
protect it in the early 1980s, just before they sold it 
to the Graharns. I believe that the Elkins family 
would have considered a conservation easement. 
It appears that we lost by only a few years a piece 
of history and our natural heri tage that had existed 
for millennia and that could have been protected 
for future generations. 

I do not believe that the Elkins Prairie will be 
the last prairie plowed in the area, but the Kansas 
Land Trust will work with landowners to make it 
one of the last. Please help us. 

- Kelly Kindscher 

. . . Conservation Easements 

During the 1991 legislative session, the Kansas 
Land Trust helped introduce legislation allowing 
conservation easements to be established for lands 
other than wetlands and to permit non- profit OT

ganizations (such as KLT) to hold them. The bill 
(HB 2375) was held over after having easily passed 
in the House. Your support is needed to help it 
become law in the 1992 session. 

~ Rich Niebaum 

" • • recycled paper ... 



Kansas Land Trust 

KA NS AS LAND TRUST FUTURE 
DIRECTIO NS 

This issue of our newsletter is being sent 
out to members to update you on our 
progress , to look to our future, and allow 
you to vote on our annual board of director 
position openi ngs. The Kansas Land Trust 
is growi ng and we are moving forward in our 
work to protect natural areas and open 
space across our state . We are mak ing 
progress at the Kansas legislature and are 
hopeful that we w ill be able to get the 
conservation easement legislation passed 
this session. This legislation will allow 
landowners to protect their land w hile still 
own ing it , by g iving landowners the right to 
donate to an organization li ke the Kansas 
Land Trust the development rights to thei r 
land through a conservation easement , 
wh ich will essentially state the Kansas Land 
Trust 's intent to protec t the specific parcel 
of land in its natural state or current 
condition . 

We see the Kansas Land Trust as work ina 
with, and complementing , other land -
conservation organizations in the state, 
such as The Nature Conservancy and 
Kansas W ildscape . We will have a un ique 
rol l in protecting land as our pr imary focus 
wil l be on the use of conservation 
easements to w ork with private property 
ow ners. This means that donations to the 
Kansas Land Trust can go further because 
we w i II not have to be involved in the 
expensive process of purchasing land and 
then managing it. Instead, we w il l focus on 
monitoring the the less expensive 
management aspects of land. We support 
the eHorts of the other conservation 
organizations to purchase large parcels of 

Vo1.2, Issue 1 - February 26, 1992 

land as they become avai lable , but we see 
an important role for protection of smaller 
parcels that harbor p.nrlFlnQ~>rprl c::~'.:!,:i e s 

amongst showy wildflower blooms, scenic 
vistas that dramatically reveal our sky - and 
land-scape , and rich productive Kansas 
farm land , especially in areas that are 
rapidly developing . 

There is a considerable amount of 
conservation work that needs to be done in 
Kansas . There is a need for several 
organizations working together . We believe 
that the public, and people like yourselves , 
w ill support us and other organizations. 
While being concerned with the ent ire state, 
w e see an especially vital role for our 
organization in the more rapidly deve loping 
parts of the state, specif ically the K-10 and 
1-70 corridors between and around Kansas 
City , Lawrence, and Topeka, and areas 
surrounding Wichita and other cities . 

Your support and help in our endeavors is 
appreciated. 

- Mr . Kelly Kindscher 

Meadow or Hooded BIU<! 
VioiN. 
(' .... ~· rz 



KANSAS LAND TRUST BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS ELECTION 

It is ve ry importa nt to the original board 
and founders of Kansas Land Trust that the 
membershi p have an active role in the 
organization. One leve l of i nvo lvement is 
the election of a board of directors. Three 
board members, whose biographica l 
sketches appear below , are nearing the 
end of their ter ms. For the sake of 
conti nuity in th is crit ical stage of Kansas 
Land Tr ust, the boa rd has nominated these 
three peopl e to a second term . However , 
we have included a blank for write-in 
ca (loioates. P iease vote TOf three nom l nees 
and return your ballot to the address below . 

Sara h S. Dean - Agriculture land 
management and investment managing 
partner for Simpson Ranch: Simpson/ Dean 
farm properties in transition from 
conventiona l, chemical production to 
low- input, sustai nable farming practices . 
Sarah is the current board treasurer. 

Marsha Marshall - Former program director 
for Kansas Natural Resource Counci l. 
Currently on the Board for the Kansas 
Water Authority. Long-tim e interest and 
support for environmental issues. 

Diane Simpson - Attorney for Stevens , 
Brand. Golden , Winter and Skepnek general 
practice law firm. Early supporter of the 
Land Institute . Long-time interest in 
envi ronmental concerns. Owns a passive 
solar home which uses w ind-generated 
electricity and is currently restoring a small 
piece of prairie on her property . 

BALLOT 

Kansas Land Trust 
Rt. 2, Box 394A 
Lawrence, KS 66046 

P lease vote for three . 

Sarah S . Dean _____ Diane Simpson 

Marsha Marshall 

.. 
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Kansas Land Trust 

New Director Chosen 

The Kansas Land Trust has chosen Carol 
Estes as its executive director. Carol assumes he~ 
new responsibilities just as the Land Trust enters 
negotiations to protect its first parcels of land near 
Topeka and Lawrence. 

Since its founding in 1991 the Land Trust 
has focused on getting conservation casement 
legislation enacted by the Kansas legislature. This 
May, through the combined efforts of the KLT, the 
Kansas Farm Bureau, and a coalition of 
environmental groups, a conservation easement bill 
was signed by Governor Finney. 

"I'm joining the Land Trust at an exciting 

time," says Carol. "Until now, KLT's efforts have 
been focused on getting an easement bill passed. 
Now that this versatile law is in place, we're in a 

position to pursue our primary goal--protecting 

important pieces of Kansas land." 

Estes, a long-Lime Lawrence resident, has 
. . 1 . • ' _ • ... L L __ ' . L. _ _ ! ___ ... __ _ _.l _., ... .... _ .~ r:.,. 

nv"J. .. ""y. ""A'-- v~ ...... ~u ........ - - .... -X"._ ........ 
organizations. She has served as president of both 
the local Audubon Chapter as well as the state 
Audubon council and has lobbied in Washington on 

national environmental issues. She also compiled 

and edited a three-volume series on wildlife law and 

permit procedures calJed Controlled Wildlife. Estes 

was formerly employed as marketing coordinator for 

Standard Mulual Life and as publicity manager and 

freelance editor for the University Press of Kansas. 

Estes replaces Kelly Kindscher, who recently 

accepted the position of plant community ecologist 

with the Kansas Biological Survey. 

Kindscher, one of the founders of KLT, 

plans to stay closely involved in KL T operations as a 

board member. 

Vol. 2, Issue 2 - September 1, 1992 

A Moving Story 

KLT headquarters have been moved to the 
home of our new executive director at 818 
Canterbury Lane in Lawrence, 66044. And the 
Kansas Land Trust has a new (and permanent) 
mailing address: 

Kansas Land Trust 
P.O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

We've also installed a permanent business 
phone line, 913-749-3297. When the next Lawrence 
phone book is published in October, the Kansas 
Land Trust will be listed in both the white and yellow 
pages. 

Desperately Seeking System 

The day-to-day business of KL T is word 

intensive and data intensive--correspondence, 
mailing lists, financial records, this newsleller. That 

means a good computer system is necessary for 
efficient, effective use of resources. The Land 

Trust's new executive director is making her 

computer available for KLT business, but, as Carol 
admits, her antiquated mM isn't really up to the job. 

One volunteer reports that using this computer is like 

delivering wet concrete with a bicycle. 

The moral of this story is that the Land 

Trust sorely needs improved computer capabilities: 

an ffiM-compatible machine with at least a 286 
microprocessor and a 20M hard drive. Recent or 

prospective purchasers of computers may have such 

a computer they would be willing to donate or loan 

to the Land Trust. We could also put a small 

photocopier to good usc. 

continued on reverse ... 
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If you would like to donate any of these 
items or money toward their purchase, please contact 
John Carraway, who has volunteered to lead the 
KLT volunteer search, at 913-842-7363, or call the 
Land Trust at 913-749-3297. The donation of 
equipment, or money for the purchase of equipment, 
is tax deductible. 

Trust Execs to Appear on 1V 

Kelly Kindscher, who has just passed the 
torch of KL T executive directorship, and Carol 
Estes, who carries the torch forward, were 
interviewed in early August by the public television 
program ·Sunflower Journeys: 

The interview took place at the Lawrence 
Prairie. Exact time of broadcast isn't known at press 
time but is believed to be in late fall. 

Have You Expired? 

If your membership in the Ka.ns3s Land 
Trust has recently expired, we've circled your mailing 
label in red. We ask you to renew your membership 
as soon as you can. 

Your past support has helped us establish 
the Land Trust and grow to nearly 200 members. 
Your support now is just as important. Please help 
us maintain our momentum. 

Kansas Land Trust 
P.D Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

. .a. ... I 

Looking Down the Road .•. 

The Land Trust bas a busy fall mapped out. 

Negotiations are underway between three 
landowners and KL T to protect two patches of 
prairie and a woodland in northeast Kansas. While 
we hope to have conservation easements on these 
parcels of land in the ncar future, these kinds of 
negotiation take lime. It's important that everyonc 
involved understand and feel comfortable with each 
step of the process. We're also looking at parcels of 
land in other parts of the state. 

Also on the KLT fall agenda is a multiphase 
fundraising drive. It began this month with a mailing 
to our current list of prospective members. We're 
planning to follow up with a holiday sale of Kansas 
books and, aftcr the first of the ye~, a cam paign 
aimed at corporate donors and foundations. 

A Final Note 

Do yoo know of people who might want to 
join us in protecting Kansas land? If so, please drop 
us a note with their names and addresses. 

"' ~ ~ recycled caper 
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Martin Jones at the Oakwood Farm prairie he is working to preserve. 

Oakwood Fann: not out of the woods yet 
On a cold and blustery Novcmbcr 

da: ', O:lk\\'oo F:lrIll O\mer Ma rtin 
Jones sI1O\\'S \is itors thc \lagon ru ts 
worn in to the farm's tallo rass pra irie 
o\,cr a cntllf\' ago, The ruts arc () good 
cxample of tlte way human and natur.11 
hi story inters t at Oakwood Farnl 
nor[ heas t of Topcka, 

The rllts arc thc only real change 
Il'hitc se lllcl\1 nt lws illlposed On the 
·W-odd acrc e. 'pan , e o[ or iginal upland 
prai ric, It klS 11e\'er beLn ploll'ed. 
Joncs notes, :lIld hc intcnds to keep it 
that \I ':\y. 

The c"cellent condition o[ the 
prairie is an illd ic<1 tor of M;lf( in Jones's 
conlillit mcn t to k ping the [;HIll intact 
and of his intcnti on to e\ 'el1t\lall\' open 
it to the p\lblic A lll :1jor step in that 
direction \I;IS t:lkc n l:1st spring \1 hen 
Oakwood F:1fI11 Il 'as pl:lcc:d Oil the 
Regis! r o[ Historic Kans:15 P[;}ccs, the 
first entire farnlstc.1d in the state to 
rccei\'e that designation 

Btlt histuric desi ::: llation :Jione 11'i11 
not protect Oak\\ood Farm , Jones also 

p13ns to pIa e the l<1nd in a 
consen 'ation casement with the Kans,lS 
Land Trust. 

Jones b Ii \'CS thes actions arc 
hclping Oak\l'ood FlHIl1 sun.- ive the lat
st th rea t to its integrity: the plan ned 

nst ruction of an express\I'ay that 
lI ould h<1l'e bisected the property, 

"The \\'agon road came [rom 
Topeka and connected north of here 
with the Fort Leavenworth Army 
RO:1d," S<1ys Jones, pointing out the path 
the ruts took through the prai rie. 
Ironically, the pl ;lIl n d exprcssllay 
lIouid follow some of the 19th celllurl' 
rOllte, 

Alterl1ilti\ 'es to this plan are nOlI 
being considered by the Kan S:lS Dc
P:1rtlilCllt of Tml1spon;llion. But Oak
\lood Farm isn't out of the \I'oods yet. 

**** 

O(lkwood Farm was settled in 
1854 by il Missouri family, tile 
Kllykel1d;lIls, that held strong pro-slil\"-

ery beliefs, The head of the family set 
abollt promoting the area as the site or 
the county scat' of what was then C:1 I
hOlln County, He \\'on apprO\'al [rom 
tile Terri tori <1 I Legislature to establ ish 
the t01l[1 of Cal houn on his property. 
and within a fell' yea rs the tOlln 
boasted a court house, general store, 
bl:1cksmith shop. shoe shop. 5:! loo l1. 
saw mill, (Il1d the Kuykendall resi
dence, The Kuykendalls also owned 
and oper<lted a fer'y on the nearby Kaw 
Ri\'cr for a l1umber of ye;lrs. 

But Calhoun's prospcrity I\'as 
short-li\ed , After the free statc fo rces 
Iron out ill Kansas, the arc:! beC:lIlle 
first part of J<lckson County <lnd, fi 
nally, part of Shawnee COUllty, When 
C<llhoun lost its sta tus :1S cOll nty se:1t it 
quickly faded, People moved a\ray :-I nd 
buildings I\ere pul led do \\,11 , The nl
houn OU lltl' C nrtilotlsc alo nc re
mai ncd, su nd ing \Iel l into this c IItl1l'~ '. 

used , s a rcsi ence, T day. mos t of th ' 
site of C:1 lhoun is cOlTred b\' the e.\
pa nsion of Higll\\ J)' 24. part of2l :lcres 
of the origin:11 In :lcres of :lklloocl 
farm that ha\'c alre:1dy een lost to 
transportation projects, i\1art in JOIl s 
hope th:!t c\ cntllally ar ha ological 
\lork can be dOlle at the si te of the 
to\m. He notcs that in the nC:l rb~ ' 

Ctl holln Blu ffs there is :1 Qll:1rry site 
\1 here Calhou n's promoters 1\'CrC busi ll" 
clllli ng li m sto ne for :1 nell' :1I1d bigge r 
courth use \I'hen their drciltll di d. 

"I l'S kind of sirange." s, ys Jones. 
"T llcrc ar sti ll :111 these large limest nc 
sl:lbs lyi ng around up th re ... It 's li J.,;c 
they'rc just \\aiting 10 be taken c!OII'll to 
til e construction si te," 

In 1869 the Kuykend<1 l1s decided to 

return to Missouri, Thc~ so ld Oak\\ood 
Farm to the T<lylo rs, a film ily frolll 
Pcnnsyll'ania, The T<1l'l ors Il ou id 
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shape Oakwood Farm for the next 85 
yea rs. 

In the spring of IS80, Lewis Taylor 
tried a horticultural e. ·periment using 
seeds he had brought from the east. He 
pl an ted apple trees. He soon found that 
conditions in the Kaw Valley were 
idea l for growing seedlings. Taylor's 
success in the nursery busi ness enabled 
him to begin work on a new and 
permanent residence at Oakwood Farm 
in I 92. By 1910 OlallY others had 
followed Taylor's lead and the ar a 
from St. Mary's to Lawrence was 
eSl imClted to be growing and shipping 
more th:ln 30 million seedling apple 
trees Cl ye3r. 

The nursery business prospered in 
the Kall' Valley until the 1930s. It then 
began to decline as th Washington and 
Or gon orchClrds Clnd the citrus industry 
grew, and Americans' eati ng habi ts 
ch:lllged. 

" v ry child used to carry an apple 
to scho I," says Jones. "It was the 
universal snack. But then along came 
Hershey bars and the apple lost its 
:1 ppeal. " 

Carol and Omar Jones, Martin's 
parents, bought most of Oakllood in 

1956. In 1982 Martin Jones bought the 
carriage house and its associated 
property from Augusta Taylor Banta 
and Jay BantCl. August<l, granddaughter 
of nursery founder Lewis, and her 
Ilu band Jay, both now nearly 100 years 
old, continue to visit Oakwood farm 
regularly. 

.. J ones intends to put the 
Farm into a conservation 
easement through the Kansas 
Land Trust 

Today, a hundred years a ft er it was 
built by Le\\' is Taylor, the distinguished 
country home, which sits high on a hill, 
is still the focal point of Oakwood 
farm . OmClr and Carol Jones res ide 
there. Martin and his wi fe Jo Anne, 
lile in a smaller house nearby, which 
\\'as once the carriage house for the 
hrm. 

Jones describes his parents as 
"quiet conservationists," people who 
cme deeply about Oakwood farm and 
Ilant to preserve it It's clear that Jones 
has inherited those feelings. Both 
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Martin Jones and his parents have been 
approached many ti mes about selli ng 
Oakwood farm to developers. 

"I considered it once, " says Jones, 
smiling, "for about ten minutes. BUI I 
could never do that." Still, he says, 
"the land is in danger--and not just 
Oakwood farm. If Il"e don't protect 
what we hal·e, it will be lost.. And once 
it's gone--it's gone ." 

Over the past two years, M rtin 
Jones has worked hard to protect 
Oakwood Farm. Much of that ti me has 
gone into opposing the Kansns 
Dep<lrtment of Transportation's plan to 
constnrct the expressway that would Cllt 
the f ilrl11 in half. 

More than once, Jones ad mi ts, he 
felt like gil·ing up "I didn't think 
anyone lIas listen ing. But the key \\,:lS 

getting others involved. I've met SOme 
tremendous people and I've learned a 
lot about the property and about 
preservation The La nd T rust pla~'ed an 
important role . To KDOT th L Ind 
Trust Il"as <In unknown. They didn't 
kno\l' for sure II·hal the ' II·cre deali ng 
with there , <llld they II" rc totally 
unfam il iar lIith cO ll se ryation 
casements. Carol Estes did a good job 

Tentative 
develop· 
ment plan 
for Oakwood 
Farm 

of contacting otll r 
groups and getting 
them involved. It 
gave KDOT 
something else to 
consider. 

"I rea lly believe 
input fro m Ihe 
various grou ps has 
h~:lpe change 
KDOT's mind ... and I 
think KDOT should 
be commended for 
listening and 
re ponding." 

Jones spreads 
out a map of 
Oakll·ood Farm on a 
cofTee tabl in his 
house and poi nts out 
yarious fC(l[ures, then 
ofTc rs a tour: "I like 
to let the land speak 
fo r itself " 



The tour begins at the tallgr:lss 
prairie. It is an undulating e. ·pansc of 
rcddish orange prairie grass s, boundcd 
by farmla nd and hedgerows. A closer 
look rc\·cals a trcmcndous varicty of 
pb nt spccies. including a small purple 
wildOo\\ er--p rair ie gentian--still In 
bloom at the end 
of Novcmber after several hard freezes I 
The impression of diversit_ is borne out 
by a su rvey done in June 1990 by the 
Ka nsas Biological Survey. The sum::y 
fO llnd more than 80 dilTerent plant 
speci s on the O:1kwood Farm prairie. 

South of the t ~lllora S pr;) irie st;)nds 
a s;)vannah of mi xed grass and woody · 
spe ies. It cont;)ins a buffalo wallow 
and is mrnored to b the site of an 
Indi an buri;)1 ground AI I hough it is an 
cxec llent cxam plc of prairic savannah. 
Jones hopes to gradually restorc this 
area to ;) more natura I condition by 
removing i I1\·ading ccd3rs and other 
UI1W:lOt d \\0 dy spceics. 

SOll th of the savannah is a 
\\oodland, full of oal< , hickory and 
other hard\\oods. Joncs says a good
sized herd of deer live thcre. He has 
;) lso scen red and gray foxes and 
bobcat Wild turkcys havc been 
rei ntrod uccd to thc area in rc ent ve, rs 
cllld arc prospcri ng in the \\oods. 

"A ba ld cagle has been corning to 
Oak\\' od fo r s \·eral ycars," says Joncs. 
"It's been roosting in the \\oods herc 
(nd getti ng up in the morning and 
Dying down to the rin~r to fish all day." 
He looks around expcetantly. "But I 
h:l\'en't scen him yct this year." 

Onc of the things that makcs 
Oak\\'ood Farm uniquc is that it 
ontains thes three ecosy tc ms in one 

pl:1 c and in good natural condition 
I;] rt in Jo nes bdic\'cs it is important to 

preseryc th:lt uniqueness for thc future. 
That 's why lie inlends to pllt the land 
into a conscn ·ation easement through 
the Kansas Land Trust. He is also 
cic\·c1oping a pl;]n to open the farm to 
the public for edu (ltion (lnd recreation. 
Tentative plans include wildlife 
obsen ·ation towers, a sy::tem of hiking 
tr:lil s, and an information center. 

"I hope to have something definite 
put together by next spring," he says. 
"That's when KDOT will make a final 
dccision about the expressway rOl'te. 
The further the plan is dew' loped thL: 
Icss likely that KDOT will take 
Oak\\·ood Farm, I think. I'm trying to 
put toget her a kind of 'Board of 
Di rectors' to help with this." 

**** 
Inte rested In worki ng on the 

prescntation of Oakwood Farm or 
yi iting the farm? Call Martin Jones a t 
:> !l-3~-l-4581. 

Prai rie remembered 

On Saturd(lY, November 21, more 
than 50 pcrsons gathered at the site of 
the Elkins Prairic wcst of Lawrence to 
remember the loss of the native 
tallgrass prairie in 1990 when it was 
plowed under by its owner. 

Wcs ](lckson, prcsiden t of The 
Land Institute in Salina, and Steve 
Hamburg. KL T president, spoke to 
those prescnt . 

Your talents are needed 

Keeping KL T runn ing requires a 
lot of time and effort . And as it 
continues to grow, so wil! the \\ork. 
E. ·ccuti\·e Director Carol Estes asks 
members to considcr volunteering a fcw 
hours a month to help . Ongoing tasks 
include processing orders from the 
book s:lle, researching pieces of land 
for possib le protection, data entry, 
mailing, and fundraising. If you can 
hclp, pi ase contact Carol at 7-l9-3297. 

Introducing new members 

\Velcome to all \\'ho joined the 
Kans;)s L(l nd Trust in rc ent 111onths. 
Your part icipa tion is imp rtan t (IS \\e 
\\ork to establish KLT as an import:lIll 
\ oic(' for presen· ing Kansas land . YOli 
know \\'ho you ar , but we'd like 
cyeryonc else to kn \\ , too. 

G . KcrulCth 03Unl, Kansas City, ! 10 

LY'uI" O<ldl~, La"Tence, KS 

fo.l ark & ~brsh3 BlIltkr. La\\Tence. KS 

M~rilyll Sf3dl . La\\wnec, KS 

LUI"" l3l1rT, U\\Tence. KS 

Gene & P3m Carvalho, Baldwin, KS 

Bellv Jo CilJrhl1n. U\\ re ll"! . KS 

Ja cks n I.l rk . I ·l\\Tenee, KS 

SlIZJlln~ & Joe Co llins . L1\\TC nCC, KS 

Terry & S3m Evans, Salin;]. KS 

CI"r1es & Khabira Gruber.U\\TelleC, K$ 

~ brk llaga, ~ iJnhaltJn, KS 

R.D. Hodler, Beloit, KS 

I3 cmadcne Jilb, Associ". KS 

G lenn [.;apJ '1111311, La \\r.:n.::.:, KS 

W\\'f(!llct: Ri\· ~rli· ... ltl l PI.Jza 

Chris L.1uver, U\\T~nCe , 1\ 

Chu.;k & ) 0.: ) Xbgcrl, u\\r ncc. [.;$ 

Soli\' X·lcGee. u wrence, KS 

Roger ~k ill . l(:li1S:lS C ity, ~ 10 

Sharon & T III 0,· ·rhoLe r. \\' ichitJ, KS 

1'r~llk Pinel . L1 \\ r.:nee. KS 

Raylllond Regier. Xiou lldri gc , KS 

Susa n f. "heets') I1. Sha\\ llc . 1\. 

Larry Rl»~. Wichita. KS 

Rubert Rli '11 , U \\TCnce. KS 

Frank PlIlct. L,1\HCIlCC, [.; S 

Willialll Staples. U\\Tcna, !\S 

Rohert Sluder. lIi llsbor,l. KS 

Robert SudJow, uwr~ncc. KS 

Vic & Jc:\n \· l' rhees. Fred,," iJ. KS 

1):11 .: ZiIU1. D.:nison. KS 

J'\orthem Fli nt Ili lls Auduuon So.:idy 

J O)CC Omer, Kansas Cil y, \10 
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The Solace of Marginal Places 
by Patrick Schrepf 

Across the street from the house 
where I grew up stood Sl. Mark's 
Methodist chu rch. It was a modern A
frame, bui lt by a growing. newly 
middle-class congregation on the 
easte rn edge of Lincoln Nebraska , in 
[h la te fifties . But we weren't much 
int ~ res ted in the church--e,Xcept for our 
allen pt to climb up the steep sl:1Ie roof 
\l'h re it nearly met the ground. We 
s ell t most of our time behind it, in tile 
good-s ized wooded lo t we called the 
"churchya rd . " 

The churchyard was unused by 
adul[s. In their prag n1:1tic view, it was 
a waste place, full of use less old elms 
and cottonwoods and weeds . The price 
of land and the pressures or population 
\I'ere not yet great enough to make it 
economically worthwhile to put this 
i:.Jod to usc. 

So it was ou r . My older brother 
and I and the oth r neighborhood boys 
hcld --we felt--a kind of title to th is plot. 
Th' re we were free from adult scrutiny 
:md their arbitrary rules and 
moralizi ng. For my brother and me it 
was al so a good place to forget briefly 
th uncertainties of a crowded and 
te nse homelife. 

We roamed the trees like a troop of 
ju\enile chimpanzees dispossessed by a 
sullen Al pha male. Clever young apes, 
\\ 'e built treehouses using scrap lumber 
from tile suburban residential 
dClciopm nts that were pushing this 
eastern edge of the city always further 
as!. We practiced archeology \\here a 

farmhouse had once stood among the 
trees. We found a glass doorknob and a 
br3ss hinge in the dirt. This brought on 
f, \ered specula[ion about gold coins 
and other probable treasure. But our 
ontinued dig brought fort h only pieces 

of broken brick. Our interest turned to 
other thi ngs. 

Martin Miller and I once trClmped 
out a lair in summer's high weeds and 
smoked an ellti re pClck of La rks. 
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Nausea ted, I went home and took to my 
bed. I never became a smoker. 

Across Vine Street to the north was 
a more open and much larger lot, an 
enti re empty block amidst the new 
subu rbs. A few tree fringed one side; 
the remainder was fi lled with the weeds 
and scrub forest that tMe over the 
prairie after the plO\\ has come and 
gone. We didn't spend as much tin,~ 
here as in the churchyard ; it was too 
open for our hidden purposes. And it 
was a border, a 
margin bet\ \cen our 
ill rf and tha t of tile 
hard boys whose 
fathers worked in 
the Burlington 
Railroad's great 
roundhouse in 
H:\\clock. The price 
of spending much 
time there was 
constant readiness 
for battle. Wc 
skirmished 
didn't care 
prolonged war. 

but 
for 
r t 

served as our 
demilitarized zone. 

Then \Ie made 
a tremendous 

.::: .... ... ~.-.. .... : 

discovery. At our end of this lot 
Johnny Powell found a round brick 
opening in the weeds that had been 
filled with dirt We arranged to meet 
there on Saturday with our shovels. 

The week moved achingly slowly. 
Finally, Saturday came. We set [0 work 
like yeoman. We soon cleared the 
circular open ing to a depth of four feet. 
There we found the bricks opened out 
on one side to form a chamber that had 
not been completely filled \\'ith dirt; 
there was a good four feet of open 
space under [he arched ceiling. 
Excitedly we finished clearing the 
round passage, then gathered in the 
subterranean chamber to make plans by 
flashlight. The first order of business 
was to swear an oath of secrecy: no one 

else \\'as to know about this place. 
Then we planned a lighti ng ; stem and 
how to hide the surface opening. We 
\\ent home smeared wilh dirt and 
britt le ,lith suppressed joy. 

That e\·eIling. Mr. Schultz, fa ther 
of Donny and George, went to our 
hideout and fi lled it in again . He told 
hi , sons to gather us together. After we 
assembled he informcd LIS that we were 
nevcr to mess with this cistern again-
e\·er. He was visibly shak n as he told 

P '- '--~ 

us we could have all 
been killcd--the roof 
might ha\'c collapsed! 

Donny and 
George were pariahs 
for a 10Ilg ti me for 
haying spo iled our 
fun . 

*** 

I thi nk a out 
t hesc piaC(;S 
freque ntly. along with 
others like them-
Dead Man's Run, the 
creek at the bottom of 
our stree t. and 
Ste\'en's Creek, t\\O 
miles out in the 
cou ntry \\ he re we 

fished for bul lhead and blue gill. 
What these places ha\'e in common 

is their marginal natu re. They e,X isted 
CIt the edge of or between the pl aces 
where adul ts bustled self-importantly 
about their bus iness. In those days--the 
late fifti s and early si ,Xties--there was 
little attent ion paid to the conservation 
of land. In the Midwc l. land was for 
farming or buildi ng on, a commodity to 
be dealt with as the owner pleased .. It 
was an intensely utilitarian outlook. 

Because it was a uti li taria n \'ie\\' , 
many ma rgina l areas remai n d idle. 
The probable returns did not j ustify the 
e,Xpensc of clearing or grading or 
developing. There was always better, 



easier-to-devc\op land ava il able. Our 
.... green spaces were an inadvertent gift. 

Now we have come to recognize 
the v3lue of green places and 
unde\"(~loped land ven as they 
disappear at an alarming ra te. 
Preserving natura l or scenic areas no\\' 
requi res efTort and commitment. 
Several organiza tions do a good job of 
preserving large or notable tracts of 
land. but until recent ly, \yi th the 
cre3tion of groups like the Kans~I S 

L:lIld Trust there was no orga nized 
effort to save the small places, the 
places where a boy or gi rl might find 
solace and lea rn to love the spare 
beauty of the plains. 

****** 
E\·entually. of course, the marg in3l 

ar as of my boyhood were put to usc, 

Board Nominations? 

\V 3re reqllesting 
recomm nd<ltions for people to b 

2 nOlllill:lted for sel ct ion to our next 
board or directors. If you h:1Ve 
someone to recommend, please 
contact Kcll ' Kindscher at 9 13-8-12 -
1203 on or before De c ber 2"1 . 

ThlS :~~Y{~!.~if:gW\.~;::~obj i~6.~a:.· . 
qua rte rly'a:nd distributoo to ' .::. 

.. ~~:~~m~tr~~ ~~~S;i~~V '6:: . 
sent to: 

Pat Sch:repf,Edft8r 
K8nsas La.nd TruM 
P.O. 80x 1116 : ... 
Lawr~nce , : KS66044 
(91 3) 749-3297 : 
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most of them long ago. Eventually the 
numbers did work out and the adults had 
their way with those places. The church 
expanded and enlarged its parking lot to 
accommodate the growing congregation . 
RecenLly r heard that they have run OU l 
of expansion possibilities on that site 
and <He agai n moving some mil s cast to 
the transient edge of the ci ty . 

city has \\aged an ongoing b:ltti with 
the ral population in the rat condos of 
the rip-rap, emergi ng at \yi ll to feed on 
the detritus of the rcstauran ts nearby. 

The fllla l holdout is St ve ns Creek. 

The larger lot succumbed while I 
was sti ll in junior high school, becoming 
an early strip shopping mall. We \I ere 
excited to h(} \'e it It gavc us a place to 
hang Oul and buy candy and steal James 
Bond books from the drug storc so \l'e 
could read about the awful mystery. sex. 

I haven't seen it in 25 years, and I don', 
plan to. In my imagination I see it 
yet ,. 3 muddy Nebraska crick winding 
through the trees at a stately pace. It 
passes under a narro\1 bridge where a 
group of boys hayc oathered. They 
me:ln to catch the big catfish they knOll 
to be lazing in the pool below. They 
cast the worms into the \\ 3t r and eye 
Ihe r d and white plastic bobbt.:rs. Th is 
time, they 53)" this timc . 

Dead Man's Run was long ago lined 
\\ith rip-rap, the better to handle 
SIO rrn\\aler drainage from the new. rich 
suburbs further east. In recent years tile 

A down to earth holiday gift 

Using the form below you can prescnt friends <Ind lon::d ones 
with a gift membership in the Kansas Land Trust. It's a good 
way to spread the word about KL T, and the money goes tOllard 
the preservation of our idnd--the most fund<lmental gift of all . 
We'll notify the recipient of your gift by \\ ay of a handsome 
card, and he or she will receive our quarterly nc\\·slelter. 

Please send a gift membership in the Kansas Land Trust to: tile 
fol! c\\ing person: 

N<lme of recipient: -----------------------------
Address: ----------------------------------
City _____________ State _________ Zi p ________ _ 

Your name: -----------------------------------Address: _____________________ ___________ _ 
City State Zip ------------- --------- ----------

Please enclose S20 b~' personal check or mon('~ order. Copy 
the form as many times as necessary. Thanks! 

~~;J \fJ~ ~!I$ \~~ 
~~II~ ~4>~~ ~~ .. ~ ~~g~ 
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A Note from the D irector 

This month we've devoted the newsletter to the 
"big picture" of the lan d p reserva tion movement-a 
movement you are help ing to create through your 
support of the Kansas Land Trust. 

Our feature ar ticle describes a highly success
ful land preserva tion organization: the Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundatio n. The INHF isof particular interest 
to the Kansas Land Trust because it functions in an ag
ricul tural state very m uch like our own. Although its 
methods di ffer somewhat from ours, the INHF's suc
cess in working wi th a broad spectru m of grou ps and in 
developing public support for land preservation is a 
model we hope to em ulate. 

Moving further afield, we've also included a 
brief overview of the land trust movement in general. 
Our goal in all of this is to help you understand what's 
happening across the country and where the Kansas 
Land Trust fits in. 

- Carol Estes 
Mluk Acklson, lNHF Program Director, and Bill Ward 

KLT Board Investigates Iow a Model 

KL T board members re
cen tly had a chance to consider a 
model for the fu ture of the Kansas 
Land Trust when Mark Ackelson, 
program director wi th the Iowa 
Natural Her itage Founda tion 
(INHF), visi ted Lawrence. 

Ackelson talked abo ut the 
history and grow th strategies of 
the Iowa land trust to those as
sembled at KL T boa rd member Don 
Worster's ru ral home on March 
13th. According to Adelson, the 
INHFbegan some 20yearsago with 
ad bt of25,000,a borrowed phone, 
and a card tab! . It has grown into 
an organization a t whose initiative 
26,000 acres of land have been 
protected . With an annual budget 
of 2.5 million dollars and 28 paid 
staff members, it is the largest land 

trust in the Mid west, and one of the 
largest in the country. 

One might expect tha t the 
growth was achieved slowly and 
painstakingly. To the con trary, 
Ackelson told of how the group 
took some large r isks ea rl yon. Their 
first "flagship" project required 
them to raise 3 million dollars-at a 
time when they had no money in 
the bank. Ackelson and a board 
member, an execu tive wi th access 
to a company plane, traveled the 
s tate raising money. They did n't 
get th 3 million, but th y did raise 
more than 1 million. The INHF has 
kept that adventurous spiri t alive 
over the years and it has usually 
worked well. 

Besides boldness, creativ
ity has characterized the projects of 

the INHF. Ackelson told of an 
impasse involving a proposal to 
limi t contamination of s treams and 
lakes by agricultural runoff. Farm
ers worried tha t their livestock 
would not be able to drink freely. 
The INHF, searching for a solution, 
discovered a Swedish pump sys
tem that allows ca ttIc to pump their 
own wa ter to a watering station 
above the stream bank by pressing 
their noses against a plate. With 
this system cattle did not need 
access to the stream itsel f, and thus 
riparian areas were left untrampled. 

Ackelson noted that the 
mission of the INHF has evolved 
over the years. The group seesitseU 
primarily as a deaimaker or expe
diter. It does not own land itself, 
but brings together vad ous factions 
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and viewpoints and helps to bring 
about the preservation of land. 
Sometimes this means acquiring 
land, then turning it over to another 
group for administration. 

The success of INH F has 
depended on coalition-building, 
Ackelson said. When they start a 
project, one of their first effor ts is to 
bring together various interest 
groups-Audubon, Ducks Unlim
ited, farmers, and the business 
community, for example-to try to 
find common ground. 

Ed ucation is another aspect 
of INHF's mission. They've found 
that preserving land in urban areas 
hasa tremendous educational value 
and increases public support for all 
land preservation due to high visi
bility and public access to such 
projects. Trail projects have also 
proven successful for similar rea-
sons. 

Another INHF educa tional 
effort has been directed toward 
farmers. The INHF developed envi
ronmentally responsible fanning 
programs, then took these programs 
to influential farmers and convinced 
them to try the new methods. The 
goal is to prove that the economic 
returns are comparable to those 
achieved with more industrial or 

pesticide-intensive methods. The 
program has been a success because 
it recognized that farmers most 
readily accept jnformation from 
their neighbors and peers-not from 
outside experts. 

One of the most important 
missions of a land trust is to create a 
vision that peopl can share, Ackel
son said: "Land is everything. We 
don't stress the how-tos and tech ni
calaspectsofp reservation." Instead, 
they remind people of their basic 
emotional attachment to land and 
let the power of that attachment 
drive their actions. INHF also con
stantly stresses their total commit
ment to the lands of the state ofIowa 
because that's what makes them 
d ifferent from other conservation 
groups. 

Ackelson attributes the 
success of the INHF to three factors. 
The first is broad-based support. 
INHF has 6,000 members and do
nors. The second is highly visible 
flagship projects which provide a 
great deal of publicity and recogni
tion, bringing in new members and 
donations. 

The third key to success, 
Ackelson says, is to tell your story 
often to the public and the media. 
One way INHF has done this is to 

sponsor art shows that empha
size the land and wildlife of the 
state. The group has also spon
sored photographers w hose work 
js exhibited in traveling shows 
displayed in banks and commer
cial and public buildings. Accom
panying the photos are panels 
explainin g the exhibit and the or
ganization as well as information 
about the photographers. These 
exhibits have been very popular; 
one has been in constant circula
tion for twelve y ars. 

Another area of interest 
for the Iowa foundation is wet
lands restoration. Because seeds 
stay viable in the soil for a long 
time, the INHF has had success in 
"adding water and stirring" in 
order to revitalize marshes. They 
have found creative ways to raise 
funds for this work, such as an 
"Adopt an Acre" program One 
grade school class raised $300 by 
selling gum chewing permits at 
school. 

Ackelson concluded by 
emphasizing that land preserv
ing activities are especially im
portant in Kansas and Iowa: The 
two sta tes rank at the bottom of 
the fifty states in percentage of 
publicly owned land. 

Introducing New and Renewing Members 
Thanks to all who joined the Kansas Land Trust or renewed their memberships in recent months. 

Rachael Greenwood, Frankfort 
Mary Y. Allen, Lawrence 
Ken &: Katie Armitage, Lawrence 
Bob Timm &: Barb Oauson, Lawrence 
Marvin Barlow, Lost Springs 
Fred &: Lynn Berns, Peabody 
Donna R. Brackett, Lake Quivira 
Liz Brosius, Oskaloosa 
Jack Brotmarkle, Columbia, MO 
Patty Cerf, Lawrence 
John &: Lois Clark, Lawrence 
William Dann, Lawrence 
Victoria Foth, Lawrence 
Marci Francisco, Lawrence 
Reva &: Paul Friedman, Lawrence 
Prairie Acres Garden Oub, Lawrence 
James Gionfriddo, Linwood 
Jane Gnoj k, Lawrence 
Roy &: Marilyn Gridley, Lawrence 
Martha Hagedorn-Krass, Berryton 

Charlotte Hargi ,Shawnee 
Lisa Harris, Lawrence 
Tresa Hill, Lawrence 
Bob &: Lynn Holt, Lawrence 
Sam Jilka, Bazine 
Martin Jones, Topeka 
Richard &: Sherry Kay, Lawrence 
Doug &: Janet Krueger, Lees Summit 
Joh n Krueger, Wichita 
Michael Laird, Kansas City, MO 
Bill Walton, Lawrence 
John Neunschwander, Hoxie 
Marjory Newmark, Lawrence 
Rich Niebaum, Lawrence 
Charlie &: Tensie Old father, Lawrence 
Milton Reichart, Valley Falls 
Bill Riley, Manhattan 
Harold &: Melissa Rosson, Lawrence 
Carl Thor &: Sara Martin, Lawrence 
Webster Schott, Lake Quivira 
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Elizabeth A. Schultz, Lawrence 
L. Kent Shaw, Carden City 
Fred &: Lilian Six, Lawrence 
Kathy Slaymaker, Wichita 
And rianna Smith, Manhattan 
Charles Stough, Lawrence 
John Simpson, Fairway 
Brad Sworczek, Manhatta n 
Ann J. Thompson, Linwood 
Bill Tu ttle, Lawrence 
Marj rie &: Lynn Van BUTen, Topeka 
Lawrence Wagner, Overland Park 
Rosemary Weber, Wichita 
Paul Weidhaas, Manha ttan 
Sarah Woellhof, Topeka 
Joyce Wolf, Lawrence 
Don Worster, Lawrence 
Pennie von Achen, Eudora 



The Land Trust M ovement in the U.S.: The Great American Desert 
has been a different story. But 
slowly, through the work of organ i
zationslikeKLT and the IowaNatu
ral Heritage Founda tion, things have 
started to change. The people of the 
Great Plains have begun to insist 
that preserving our land is as im
portantassavingold growth forests 
and mountain wilderness,and there 
is an end to to the endlessness of the 
plains. 

Growing Toward the Middle 

The move to conserve land 
in the U.s. is young but growing 
rapidly. In themid-1980s there were 
more than 400 groups in this coun
try dedicated to preserving land 
through easements, acquisition, or 
other methods. Of these 400-plus 
organizations, nearly three-quarters 
had been started in the preceding 15 
years, though some organizations 
have been active since the late 19th 
century. The accompanying table 
shows the growth and distribution 
of land-preserving organizations. 

Historically the New Eng
land, Mid-Atlantic,and Great Lakes 
regions have had the largest num
ber of land trusts; those states con
tinue to lead land trust growth to
day. 

In the mid-1980s, only nine 
of the land trusts were located in the 
Plains states (Iowa, Kansas, Minne
sota, Missouri, Nebraska, North and 
Sou t h Dakota). The PIa ins trusts had 
preserved, through ownership, ease
ments, or other methods, around 
10,000 acres--one percent-of the 
680,000 acres preserved nationwide. 
Together these states account for 
around 14 percent of total u.s. land 
area. Only the Southwest had a 
lower number of land trusts and 
fewer acres protected. 

These figures are several 
years old. No doubt current statis
tics would show rapid growth in 
midwestern land-preserving activi
ties, since the Iowa Natural Heri
tage Foundation alone has preserved 
26,000 acres. But we suspect that 
current figures would also reveal a 
continuing imbalance and compara
tively slower growth of land preser
vation on the plains. 

Why? Part of the reason 
may be the pattern of growth and 
urbanization in America. The for
mation of land trusts began in the 
late nineteenth century in response 
to rapid urbanization in the North
east. There it became clear early on 
that conservation was important if 

any land was to be preserved in a 
natural state. Other areas of the 
country that have seen similarrapid 
growth and development-the 
Great Lakes and Far West, for ex
ample--have also experienced a 
corresponding rise in land-preserv
ing activities. 
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KLT Helps in County Land Planning 

Douglas County has re
cently undertaken comprehensive 
planning through a program called 
Horizon 2020. At the request of the 
Land Use Task Force, KLT Director 
Carol Estes gave a presentation on 
conservation easements, which are 
new to Kansas, and how they can 
benefit landowners, developers, 
conservationists, and the general 
public. 

At a subsequent meeting 
KLT President Steve Hamburg 
guided the committee through a 
question-and-answer method of 

arriving at a vision of the county in 
the year 2020 and reviewed the many 
creative alternatives for preserving 
land that have been successful in 
other areas of the country. The 
Kansas Biological Survey also pro
vided recommendations and data 
on the important natural areas in 
the county. 

Is your county preparing a 
comprehensive p lanning docu
ment? Members of the Land Trust 
may be able to meet w ith your plan
ning task forces or assist you in other 
ways. Give us a call! 
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California Dreamin' 

By Patrick Schrepf 

When I was eighteen years 
old, I drove to California with two 
friends in a 1963 Rambler. It was 
1971 and we were looking for ad
venture and girls. We had justgradu
ated from high school in Nebraska. 
I had never before been west of 
Colorado. 

After we got through the 
Rockies, we avoided the interstate 
highway system, keeping instead to 
the state highways. We expected to 
have more real encounters with 
America that way. We drove for a 
day and a night, crossing long flat 
desert valleys interrupted by occa
sional dry and stony mountains. At 
night on these flats you could see 
the headlights of approaching ve
hicles for thirty minutes before you 
met them. Time and distance 
merged. 

Near dawn the second night 
we crossed the California border. 
Signs warned against getting out of 
your car unnecessarily: rattlesnakes 
in abundance. At daylight we en
tered Yosemite National Park's west 
entrance and the landscape changed 
dramatically. Pines and firs ap
peared on the flanks of the moun
tains. The Merced River ran next to 
the road, the clearest river I'd ever 
seen. It flowed toward Yosemite 
Valley, so we did too. 

As we drove through the 
most beautiful landscape I had ever 
personally partaken of, I began to 
feel uncomfortable. The tanned, 
healthy Californians we saw frol
icking everywhere deserved this. 
But we were midwesterners, deni
zens of the gray, undifferentiated 
middle. This was too much, all this 
splendor. I was sure we would be 
spotted by worthiness patrols who 
would send us packing. 

We camped that night in 
Yosemite Valley, under the tallest 
trees I had ever seen. A bagpiper 
played his pipes at the river, the 

tribal Celtic music rising and filling 
the valley, resounding from El 
Capitan. As I lay in my tent, I won
dered how it was that some people 
were placed in proximity to such 
beauty, while I had been plopped 
down in a land that defined bland
ness and nothingness-the Great 
Plains. I sighed. I was inferior and 
deserved my fate. 

""lifo,..,.. 

Though it could be argued 
that my sense of inferiority was 
merely personal, I believe it was 
part and parcel of being a mid
westerner. Kenneth S. Davis in 
Kansas: A History traces the changes 
in how Kansans (equally applicable 
to most Plains states) viewed them
selves and their state following 
World War I: 

"Kansans as individuals 
continued to have a remarkably 
strong emotional attachment to their 
state; but the nature of this attach
ment, by the 1930s, was very differ
ent from what it had formerly been. 
Gone, as a dominant mood, was the 
old delight and happy pride in a 
congeries of distinctive vivid per
sonalitieselevated to posts of promi
nenceand importance, and ina bold 
venturesomeness and creativity by 
the body politic in general. Gone 
was the old delight in the state's 
landscapes and weathers, a delight 
often expressed through the per
verse boastfulness of 'tall-tale' ex
aggeration. Into their places crept 
now a species of shame, a pervasive 
sense of inferiority." 

It was many years after that 
California journey before I came to 
see that the hot winds and freezing 
blasts had scoured the malarkey out 
of us Plains dwellers, or most of it 
anyway. Kansans are by and large 
both skeptical and idealistic. I also 
began to appreciate-if not exactly 
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love-the land itself. There is little 
here that is spectacular. One learns 
to savor the way the early morning 
fog hangs over a field, the light glow
ing rose madder behind the tree 
line. My feelings, like those of most 
natives I know, are not unmixed 
and still containa strong measure of 
defensiveness against Californians 
and other golden peoples. 

Last summer, not long after 
the Los Angeles riots, a man visited 
the office where I work, in law
rence. He was from one of my 
company's California offices. The 
usual suspects were rounded up in 
the morning and many meetings 
were held. 

Finally he was taken to 
lunch. Everyone made the standard 
desultory chit-chat. But I began to 
notice that his chit-chat had a pur
pose. We could see houses from the 
restaurant window. He asked how 
much they would sell for. The com
paratively low prices caught his full 
attention. He asked about the costs 
of other things. He asked about 
schools, about crime. The more he 
asked these seemingly casual ques
tions, the more I was convinced he 
was a forward scout for the Califor
nia yuppies. They are getting ready 
to flee, I thought. 

I admit it. I take a grim 
satisfaction in this turn of events. It 
is a kind of rubes' revenge. But such 
satisfaction isn't long-lived. Too 
many Kansans still see their state as 
a poor place and consequently have 
a chip-on-shoulder attitude. Until 
we see it clearly-as the Californian 
did-it will continue to slip away 
from us like a dream. 



Meet the KLT Board of D irectors 

The Kansas Land Trust is governed by a 
voluntary board of directors. The board is elected 
by KLT members; its purpose is both short-term 
and long
range plan
ning,andset
ting of pol
icy. 

Th e 
KLTboardis 
made up of 
12 m em 
bers- schol
ars, b io lo
gis ts, busi
ness people, 
and lawyers. 
Mostofthem 
got involved 
because of 
long-stand
ing interests in land preservation. They are: (back) 
Sarah Dean, Bill Ward, Kelly Kindscher, Carol 

Time to vote: 

Estes, Ernie Eck, Steve Hambur~ Joyce Wolf, 
(front) Rich Niebaum, Marsha Marshall, Diane 
Simpson, Donna Luckey. 

Board 
m e mbers 
Don n a 
Luckey and 
Don Worster 
(not shown) 
are up for re
ele c tion. 
Donna is a 
professor of 
urban plan
ning at the 
UniverSity of 
Kansas. Don 
is a professor 
of environ
men tal his
tory at the 

University of Kansas. Use the ballot below to vote 
concerning their retention on the KLT board. 

two board members up for re-election 
The tenns of two members of the KL T board, Donna Luckey and Don Worster, are expiring. 
Please use the b 110t below to vote concerning their retention on the board of directors. 

I·· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .. • 
• • _ Donna Luckey should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust board of di rectors 

• • 
• 

• _ Donna Luckey should not be retained on the Kansas Land Trust board of directors : 
: _ Don Worster should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust board of direc tors for ano ther term. • 

• • 
• 
• 

Don Worster should not be retained on the Kansas Land Trust board of directors for another tenn. • 
• 

: Nrume ____________________ _ 

• 
• Please mail this baJlot to: Kansas Land Trust 
• P.O. Box 1116 • 
• 
• • 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

• The ballot must be received by Friday, April 30. 
• 

• • 
• • • 
• • • • • • • • • I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• ••• •• •• ••••• •• • _ 
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Kansas Land Trust 
Joyce Wolf Named 

Director 
" ~ 

OnJune1,1993,KLTfound-
ing board member Joyce Wolf be
came executive director of the Kan
sas Land Trust. 

~The Land Trust is quite for
tunate to have yet another talented 
executive director on board: says 
incoming KL T President Donna 
Luckey, "We all feelthatthe continu
ity Joyce provides, as well as her 
extensive experience and talents, will 
be invaluable as we expand our pro
grams." 

Joyce is a longtime environ
mental activist. She has been a mem
ber ofthe Audubon Society for nearly 
20 years and has served as the Kan
sas Audubon Council's lobbyist to 
the Kansas Legislature for severa l 
years. As lobbyist she was instru
mental, along with KL T board mem
ber Kelly Kindscher, in building the 
consensus necessary for the pas
sage of the conservation easement 
bill. Joyce also served on: Kansas 
Commission on Waste Reduction , 
Recycling, and Market Development; 
Kansas Water Office's Wetl ands and 
Riparian Areas Program Advisory 
Committee; and the Kansas Depart
ment of Health and Environment's 
Water Program Review Panel. She is 
a member of the League of Women 
Voters, Kansas Wildlife Federation, 
Kansas Rural Center, and the Kan
sas Natural Resource Council. 

Joyce re places Carol Estes, 
KL T's first director, who resigned to 
concentrate on her graduate stUd
ies in English at the University of 
Kansas. 

Summer 1993 

Donna Luckey, new KL T President, with massive oak tree at Oakwood Farm. 

r 
Luckey is KL T 

President 

Donna Luckey, a KL TBoard 
member, added the duties of KL T 
President on June 1, 1993. As presi
dent, she will be respo nsible for over
seeing the board's development of 
Land Trust policies and long-range 
plans, and she will work closely with 
the executive director in implement
ing policy. Hergoalsinclude develop
ment of KL T programs, in particular 
land protection and education . She 
was recently instrumental in estab
lishing the KL T internship program. 

Donna is an Associate Pro
fessor at the University of Kansas in 
the School of Architecture and Urban 
Design. During her ten years at KU 
she has taught architecture design; 
she currently teaches courses cover
ing environmental and land use plan
ning. In addition she serves as Asso
ciate Director of the Center for Latin 
American Studies at KU. She suc
ceeds Steve Hamburg as president. 

New and Renewing 
Members 

Thanks to all who recently 
jOined or renewed their member
ship in the Kansas Land Trustl 

Dick Dunhaupt & Patti Hackney, Lawrence 

Deb Spencer - Water's Edge, Lawrence 

Helen and DaveAlexander, Lawrence 

R. Frydman & Amy Lee, Lawrence 

W .R. & Dolores Baker, Fredonia 

Roger & Jan Boyd, Baldwin City 

Allan Cigler, Lawrence 

Clark Coan, Lawrence, 

Tate and June Collins, Lawrence 

Schumm Food Company, Lawrence 

Margarete Dorsch, Lindsborg 

Prairie Acres Garden Club, Lawrence 

Don and Joyce Gottschamer, Pomona 

Steve Hamburg, Lawrence 

Rudolf Jander, Lawrence 

Richard Johnston, Lawrence 

Tom Howe & Kate Dinneen, Lawrence . 

Oread Laboratories , Lawrence 

P.O. Box 1116, Lawrence , Kansas 66044, (913)749-3297, Pat rick Schrepf, Editor 



. Kansas Land Trust 
Fall 1993 

Calendar of Events 
Sustainable Agriculture Program - Thursday, October 21, 7:30 pm, Lawrence P ublic Library 
KL T will cosponsor an evening dedicated to learning more about sustainable agricultw"e. The multi-media 
presentation Kansas Farm Women: Growing out o/the Tilth will be shown and Dan Nagengast, Executive 
Director of the Kansas Rural Center, will speak on Reinventing the Food System (see article below). 

Wildlife Art Show - Sunday, October 24, 10 am - 6 pm, Lawrence Holldome, 200 McDonald Drive 
KL T will participate in a Wildlife Art Expo at the Lawrence Holidome, 200 McDonald Drive, which will 
feature bronzes, paintings woodcarvings, sculptures, prints, and jewelry. There will be an auction at 6 pm 
for the benefit of WildCare, Inc., a wildlife rehabilitation facility. KLT will have books for sale and other 
educational materials available for visitors. Donation of $2 at door. 

Examining the Connections: Farm Policies, Environment, 
...Iustainable Agriculture, and Land Use Patterns 

The Kansas Land Trust is 
one of four groups sponsoring a 
presentation by Dan Nagengast, 
Executive Director of the Kansas 
Rural Center, on Thursday, October 
21st at 7:30 pm at the Lawrence 
Public Library (southwest comer of 
7th and Vermont Streets). He will 
show the multi-media presentation 
Kansas Farm Women: Grawing out 
of the Tilth which is an inspiring 
perspective on the lives of three 
women whose families are part of 
sustainable farming operations. Their 
comments are touching and poignant 
and evoke a spirit oftimes and values 
sometimes lost in the hectic pace of 
modem society. 

During the second portion 
of the eveningNagengast will share 
insights on some of the Rural 
Center's unique projects made 
possible by a sizeable grant from the 

P. O. Box 1116 

Kellogg Foundation. One of the goals of 
this program is to help establish clusters 
of farmers who can successfully 
continue farming on a sustainable basis, 
by uti.lizjng strategies like growing non
traditional crops and establishing direct 
farm-to-market opportunities. 

KL T is interested in the work of 
the Rural Center because land uses are 
not only determined by comprehensive 
plans, topography, the availability of 
water, sanitary sewers, and other similar 
factors, but also by the policies set in 
federal faun bills . 

Prior to the 1990 farm bill, 
price support payments were limited to 
certain crops like com, wheat, soy beans, 
cotton etc. These federo.l policies 
promoted the continued production 
primarily of those crops, which in twn 
promoted heavy reliance on chemical 
inputs and lead to the dominance of 
industrial-type farming operations. 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

While family farmers were 
being removed from the land, the 
romanticized notion of idyllic life in the 
country provided added pressure to 
develop farm land for nonagricultural 
purposes. The result has been the steady 
decline of rural communities which were 
dependent on a stable, agriculture-based 
population. Unfortunately. these trends 
have often resulted in significant loss of 
wildli fe habitat, destruction of riparian 
vegetation which protects water quality) 
and conversion of some of our most 
productive farm land into residential and 
commercial development 

The 1990 farm bill began to 
remove some of the penalties that 
previous legislation imposed on farmers 
who wanted to diversify their operation 
by rotating legwnes, alfalfa, and clover 
along with com, wheat, soy beans etc. 
Discussions are now underway to 
determine the policies that will be set by 

(913) 749-3297 
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the 1995 farm bill. One of the goals of 
K.L T is to help maintain farmland in 
agricultural production. which is why 
KLT is sponsoring the Oct 21st meeting. 
A variety of innovative strategies will be 
needed to facilitate the return of young 
fanners to the land. 

Urban dwellers can encourage 
success in this process of keeping fiumers 
on the land by becoming smart 
consumers. As Marty Strange of the 
Center for Rural Affairs recently said, we 
need to understand the linkages between 
fann bill policies and the kinds and 
quality of food on our tables. 
Furthermore, for those of us who care 
about maintaining scenic open spaces 
and wildlife habitat, we need to become 
better acquainted with the inter
connectedness of farm policies, 
sustainable agriculture operations and 
land use patterns. 

In places like Kansas, it hardly 
seems possible to imagine significantly 
diminishing our storehouse of 
agricultural lands. Kansas Land Trust, 
however, believes that we must learn 
from what has happened elsewhere and 
act before we reach a crisis here. Other 
states have lost nearly all of their prairies 
and wetlands. As you drive through the 
Kaw Valley, notice how many new 
structures have appeared in the last 
several years. In many instances those 
buildings are on former farmland. The 
Topeka, Lawrence, and Kansas City 
corridor is the most rapidly developing 
area in the state. 

Farmland and op en space 
preservation will not just happen. The 
concept must be nurtured and it must be 
carefully planned. KL T believes the use 
of conservation easements is one of the 
most cost effective means of 

. accomplishing that goal. The October 
21st program and following commentary 
are offered to help you Wlderstand the 
connections. 

Editor'S note: Dan Nagengast also share 
duties with his wife Lynn on Fairplain 
Farm, near Auburn, Kansas, where they 
grow organic produce. The couple also 
publishes Growing for M arlce t, a 
monthly newsletter for market gardeners. 

Kansas Land Trust 

The Maya, the Environment, and Survival 
The ancient Maya send an urgent message to contemporary societies. 

"'Environmental degradation was a major destroyer of our civilization. ., they say, 
'" and it will do the same to you. ., 

For years scholars have sought to explain the sudden collapse of the brilliant 
Classic Maya civilization (AD 250-900) in Central America and southeastern 
Mexico. Investigators are now able to read the "glyphs" with which the Maya 
recorded their historical record, and that fresh source coupled with more sharply 
focused archaeological research appears to have provided the answer. 

Of particular importance in this quest has been a sustained multidisciplinary 
investigation at Copan, a site in Honduras near its boundary with Guatemala. 
This study included the central city ruin and the surrOWlding territory within the 
Copan Valley. In consequence, it has produced information, unique among 
Maya sites, on both urban and rural activity. William L. Fash, the Project Direc
tor, reports the findings in a book entitled, Scribes, Warriors and Kings: The City 
of Copan and the Ancient Maya (published by Thames and Hudson. Ltd, Lon
don. 1991) on which this brief comment is based. 

The 24-square-rnile Copan pocket, the largest of five such geographical units 
formed by the Copan River within its valley, contains floodplains, alluvial ter
races, and rolling foothills ringed by steeply-sloping hills and mountains. This 
environment nurtured a flourishing center that grew in wealth and power and 
attracted additional residents. The central city accommodated this evolution by 
successive reconstructions, each larger and more imposing than the last The 
urban area sprawled outward over the alluvial fan the city occupied, and an in
creasing proportion of the surface was paved over to accommodate state build
ings and private residences of an increasingly stratified society. 

A growing population and the demands of an increasingly sophisticated elite 
required greater food production. Urban encroachment on the environs, how
ever, absorbed more and more of the best agriculhlral land and extended rural 
residences and food production over the alluvial terraces and outward to the 
slopes of the foothills and the mountains. Trees were felled to clear additional 
land for agriculture and to obtain wood for fuel and for construction. Intensive 
cultivation of these shallower soils was ecologically costly, and erosion mvished 
the slopes. The population of the Copan pocket exceeded its agricultural carrying 
capacity; both urban and rural populations began to suffer from disease or mal
nutrition or both. The centralized ruling apparatus collapsed shortly after 822, 
and the residents were left to live as they had before "classic" civilization devel
oped. One authority estimates that between AD 850-925 the rural population of 
the Copan pocket dropped from 10,000 to 5,000. 

Classic Maya Copan, in effect, committed suicide by environmental degra
dation. There were other contributing causes, but progressive deteriomtion of the 
environment often contributed to them, also. Because Classic Maya city states 
culturally were very similar, scholars (for example, Linda Schele and David Frei
del in Forest of Kings: The Untold Story of the Ancient Maya, William Morrow 
and Co., New Yark, 1990) have hypothesized that the situation created at Copan 
was probably duplicated at Maya city states throughout the area, and that envi
ronmental degradation was a principal cause of the decline that occwred virtually 
simultaneously, except at Chich en Itza, throughout the Maya area 

Editor's Note: A casual conversation about the book's contents and its relevence 
to KL T' s interests provided the stimulus for the inclusion of this article. Com
ments were graciously provided by William J. Griffith who is KU Emeritus Pro
fessor of History and a Kansas Land Trust member. 
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.... ~troducing New and 
Renewing Members 
Thanks to all who have j oined the 
Kansas Land Trust or renewed their 
memberships in recent months. 

Greg Allen, Lawrence 
Rex & Susan Buchanan, Lawrence 
Lance w. Burr, Lawrence 
Mary Butterbrodt, Lawrence 
Beth Carlgren, Concordia 
Petey Cerf, Lawrence 
Stephen Chapman. Prairie Village 
Betty Jo Charlton, Lawrence 
Jackson Clark, Lawrence 
Sarah & Ray Dean, Lawrence 
Ernie Eek, Lawrence 
Oliver Finney, Lawrence 
Harlan F orshmd, Topeka 
Ruth Gennrich, Lawrence 
Wm. & Shirley Griffith, Lawrence 

nny Grigc;by, Olathe 
.y - . 

Uteg Hayes, Maize 
Dr. John & Nancy Hiebert, 

Lawrence 
L. Uri & Therese JiIka-Uri, 

Concordia 
Kelly Kindscher, Lawrence 
Dr. Leo Lauber, Eudora 
John Lungstrum, Lawrence 
Alan Martin, Lawrence 
Pat & Bob Marvin, Lawrence 
Susan McROIy, Lawrence 
Sandy Meni:field-Babbit, Baldwin 
John Nalbandian, Lawrence 
Natural Breeze, Lawrence 
Jack & Elaine Oruch, Lawrence 
Paradise Cafe, Lawrence 
Jean Rosenthal, Lawrence 
Richard Sheridan, Lawrence 
Nancy Schontz, Lawrence 
Diane Simpson, Lawrence 
Orley & Toni Taylor, Lawrence 

.. 10 & June Windscheffe~ Topeka 
David Wristen, Leawood 
Tudy Youngberg, Lawrence 
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A Note from the Director 

This month we're bringing you a chance to examine the broad cormections 
that an organization like the Kansas Land Trust has to many other groups and interests 
and how so many daily decisions become intercormected. We are cosponsoring the 
program on October 21st in recognition of some of those connections. 

KL 1"s primary mission is to preserve a variety ofIands through conservation 
easements. In so doing, multiple benefits can easily be demonstrated. An easement on 
a riparian corridor, for example, can enhance the aesthetic and economic values of 
surrounding lands, while providing opportunities for recreational pursuits, wildlife 
habitat protection, flood control and water quality improvement Thus achievement of 
KL 1" s goals can coincide with a wide variety of interests. 

Someone recently said that KLT is on the cutting edge ofland-use decision 
making. We are pleased and gratified by the nwnber of inquiries we have received 
from interested landowners, each of whom has distinct reasons to protect their land I 
like to think of our various easement projects as a garden offlowers. We cmrently have 
many blossoms in the bud stage; with patient nurturing, KL T will one day have a floral 
display which will be brilliant in im diversity. 

If you would like to help make our "garden" flourish, we ask for your 
continued support and suggest you share this newsletter with a friend or associate or 
let us know about them so we can send them information about KLT and our wotX.. 

- Joyce Wolf 

Book Sales Offer Mutual Benefit 

Included in this issue of the Kansas Land Trust newsletter is an offer 
to purchase books published by the University Press of Kansas. The income 
KL T derives from such sales helps sustain our ongoing efforts and as an 
incentive to join KL T, we offer a 10% discount to our members. 

For those of you who can come to Lawrence to visit the Wildlife Art 
Expo on October 24th, we plan to have copies of many of the books offered 
on the enclosed flyer at the show, thus providing you with an opportunity to 
enjoy great art and also take your book selections home thereby saving 
shipping costs. We can't guarantee that all books will be available the entire 
day; come early for the best selection. For those who can' t attend the show, 
we will be happy to process your orders by mail. 

KL T also Benefits from Sales of Prairie Books 

KL T is fortunate to have Kelly Kindscher on its Board of Directors. 
Kelly is the author of two books published by KU Press: Medicinal Wild 
Plants of the Prairie and Edible Wild Plants of the Prairie. Because of his 
vast knowledge of prairie plants and the folklore associated with them, Kelly 
frequently is called upon to speak. to groups across Kansas. Proceeds from 
the sale of his books at these speaking engagements have been generously 
donated to KL T by him. We are grateful to have such talented and dedicated 
individuals on our board. 
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From the Director's Comer 

The KLT presidential torch was passed to Bill Ward as Donna Luckey 
prepared to leave for an exciting year of study and research in Costa Rica 
to continue her work in urban planning. We welcome Bill in this new role 
as head of the Board of Directors. Bill's expertise in law and natural
resource protection will be a wonderful asset as he leads the Kansas Land 
Trust into its next year of land-conservation work. Donna will keep in 
touch through electronic networks while she's on "sabbatical" from KL T; 
we' ll await her return later th is year. 

Beginnings and endings bring with them time for assessment. During 
1993 KLT made considerable progress in several areas. The year's early in
spirat ion was provided by Mark Ackelman of the Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation who shared ideas and strategies with the Board. One of Mark's 
suggestions was to launch a program of planned giving. KLT feels very 
fo rtunate to receive 'ommunication that we have been named as a benefi
ciary in me;: bers' wills. We are especially grateful for this gift as it is a 
wcnd~ri-"-:.! ,-'ete cf cClnfidenc . in ou!" lon...,-tenn stahility 

KL T also had the good fortune to be assisted by six KU student interns 
who provided a variety of ervices including demographic data collection 
and manipulation; land ownership research; computer assistance; grant writ
ing research and assistance; clerical help and legal research. 

The ef orts to protect Oakwood Farm from intrusion by the Oakland 
Expressway in Shawnee County continued. KL T cosponsored a field day 
and picnic to help the landowners acquaint participants with this unique 
parcel of land that merits special protection KL T also submitted written 
comments to KDOT explaining why the tract should be protected and com
mending them for realigning the roadway around the property. 

The "Kaw Valley Stewardship Project" was launched. We were able to 
use demographic data to document the tremendous development pressures 
on land in the Kansas River Valley. To maintain the livability and quality of 
life of the area, open spaces must be conserved. That will require public 
education and local commitment to the concept. 

We are especially pleased to be working on completion of our first 
conservation easement. KL T continues to receive inquiries from interested 
landowners throughout northeast Kansas. As more people become familiar 
with conservation easements and the advantages they offer, KL T anticipates 
forming partnerships with landowners and governmental units which will 
hopefully nurture a greater sense of land stewardship. 

- Joyce Wolf 

P. O. Box 1116 • Lawrence, KS 66044 • 

Conservation Easements 
Offer Creative Solutions 
for Open-Space Protection 

We've all seen and heard the 
statistics: open spaces are not "frills" 
but afford an area the kind of quality 
of life that people and businesses 
seek when considering relocating. 

Land trusts are uniquely qualified 
. to accomplish that kind of land con
servation. All across the country, 
land trusts are using a variety of 
strategies, including conservation 
easements, to protect our natural and 
cultural resources. .As a member of 
KL T you can be proud of the role 
yOU!" mernhership plays ~ supporting 
the work of protecting open spaces, 
wildlife habitat, prairies, and oth r 
special parcels of land. 

According to an article published 
by The Trust for Public Land (Vol. 5, 
No.1), commercial real-estate execu
tives report that "quality of life" re
sources - including parks, play
grounds, and open land - have be
come as important as cost in deter
mining where a new factory or office 
might be located. Furthermore, the 
cost of preserving open space is often 
recovered through property taxes as 
the values of adjacent properties rise. 

In addition to the protection of 
open spaces, .conservation easements 
can be used for a wide variety of other 
purposes. Easements can be used to 
protect the quality of water of a lake 

(Continued on next page) 

(913) 749-3297 
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or river by the use o f vegetative filter 
strips, by keeping riparian corridors 
intact, or by limiting the type of activi

ties perm itted 
The Westchester I,and Tmst in 

New York recently laW1ched an exten
sive bioregional watershed protection 
project. They studied how the various 
land uses in the watershed affect the 
river, identified practical ways to pro
tect and improve the river's water 
quality, QIld educated officials and the 
public about the proj ect and its goals. 
As a result of the project, a regional 
protect ion plan was developed and is 

being implemented. 
Scenic views of historic sites like 

Ml. Vernon in Virginia are protected 
by restricting the type of development 
permitted In surround ing areas. 
Kansas City banker, R. Crosby Kem
per's key role in bringing permanent 
protect ion to the scenic view from 
Thomas Jefferson 's Monticelio was 
acknowledged recently in Kansas 
newspaper articles . Threatened by the 
University of Virginia's plans to build 
a large office complex in the viewshed 
from Monticello, Kemper led the op
position which ultimately forced the 
universi ty to abandon the si te and 
move the complex elsewhere. Aided 
by federal grants and donations from 
the Kempers, additional land for parks 
and an arboretum are being planned 
for the site instead. Easements are be
ing used for portions of the area to af
ford permanent protedion of the view. 

In a collahoratlve effort among 
nonprorlt organizations, government, 
and the private sector, an area near 
Chesapeake Bay was protected by the 
creative use of land acquisition and 
reconveyance. Protection for the eco
nomically important coastal fisheries 
resources was guaranteed by the use 
of conservation easements which gov
ern the type and intensity of develop
me nt pennitted along a waterfront 

buffer zone. These same strategies af
forded the necessary protection to en
sure long-term survival of the overall 
saltmarsh ecosystem. 

A similar program is being planned 
for interior land which will maintain 
land in agricultural usage through the 
use of long-term leases to local farm
ers. Within the agricultural area, 
homesite parcels (subject to limited 
development· and protected by ease
ments) are being sold to conservation
mi nded buyers to help fi nance the 
costs of the inland project. 

These arc but a few examples of 
how conservation easements can be 
ut ilized to hring creative solutions to 
seemingly conflicting interests . 

In all cases where mutually agree
able solutions were able to be ef
fected, certain critical strategies were 
utili zed. These included bringing 
many "parties" to the negotiating 
table to gain broad puoiic support; 
careful planning followed hy evalua
tion and more plamung; and assuring 
inclusion of multiple-objective plan
ning in the overall goals of the pro
jects. For example, some of the pro
jects include the conservation of areas 
of significant scenic, aesthetic, his
toric, or ecological value, while si
multaneously affording protection of 
the area's tourism and economic inter
ests. 

Land trusts forged alliances among 
landowners, developers, and the gen
eral public to form partnerships which 
promoted stewardship of the land 
These partnerships that were founded 
brought divergent interests together in 
real win-win solutions. 

Perhaps the most important factor 
in guaranteeing success of the various 
projects was local commitment to 
protection of the area' s natural and 
wltural resources. In every instance, 
that was the foundation upon which 
successful agreements were based, 

Kansas Land Trust 

and it required participants in the al 
liance to search for their commonali
ties rather than emphasize their di ffer
ences . These success ful proj ects 
hinged on broad publi c support for the 
resource and on the recognition of the 
connections between economic and 
ecologi cal interes ts 

These are the kinds of projects that 
the Kansas Land Trust aspires to facil
itate . We are part icularly interested in 
preserving the beauty and open spaces 
of the Kansas R iver Va!l ey and its 
communit ies Clearly thi s area of 
Kansas is a highly desirable p lace to 
live and work. The question is not one 
of whether grov,1h will occur in this 
corridor, but rather how and wh re it 
will occur. ' arefu l planni ng will be 
required . KIT supports strat egies 
that identify and formu latc protect ion 
for vulnerahle lands li ke wetlands, ri 
panan areas, malu r woodl ands, 
prai rie remnants and sign ificant cul
tural resources. Your support of the 
KLT will help as me that a voice for 
land conservation wi ll be heard 

KL T Board Elections 
to be Held in Spring 

The terms of board members Sarah 
Dean, Ernie Eck and Don Worster ex
pire in Spring 1994. The nominating 
committee has contacted them and 
each has agreed to continue to serve 
on the board subj ect to approval of the 
general memhersh ip 

Additional names may be submit
ted by a written petition to the secre
tary requesting that a member's name 
be added to the nom inating committee 
report. The peti tion shall be va lid only 

. if it contains the signatures of 25 or 
more persons who are mem bers or 
member-directors of the corpor tion 

on December 31 , 1993, and if it is re
ceived by the secretary on or before 
January 31, 1994. For more informa
tion please contact the KLT office. 
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WELCOMING NEW AND THANKING REN EWING ME MBERS 
A hear ty welcome to thost: who rt:ccntly joined the Kansas Land Trust and our si ncere 

thanks to those mt:mbt:rs who continut: to support our land conservation work. 

fary Y Allen, Lawrence 
G. Kenneth BauIn, K8nsas City 
CJ eorg~ Byers, L.awrence 
Alan B lack, Lawrence 
Marilyn Bradt, Lawrence 
Bill & Anna Busby, Baldwin City 
G. Bossenga & . Slrikwerda, 

Lawrence 
John & Lois Clark, Lawrence 
Connecti ng Point, Lawrence 
Jackson lark, Lawrence 
Frank & Marie Cross, Lawrence 
C. Coleman & David Van Hee, 

L8wrence 
Terry & Sam Evans, Salina 

Simple Goods General Store, 
r ,av;rence 

Nancy S Hambleton, Lav,rrence 
Charlotte Hargis, Shawnee 
Tresa Hill, Lawrence 
John Lee & Janet Majure, Lawrence 
Bob & Joy Lominska, Lawrence 
Sally McGee, Lav.rrence 
Chris & Sandy McKenzie, Lawrence 
lofm & Gloria Neuenschwander, 

Hoxie 
Marjorie Newmark, Lav,rrence 
Howard G. Palmer, St. Louis 
Lowell C Paul, Lawrence 
Deborah Gerner & Philip Schrodt, 

Lawrence 

Galen Pittman, Lam ence 
KT Walsh & Jim Power, 

Lawrence 
Robert E Russell, Lawrence 
Tim Hoyt & Sandy Strand, 

Tonganoxie 
John Simmons, Lawrence 
John M Simpson, Fairway 
John M olbach, Lawrence 
Charles & Mary Stansi fer, 

Lawrence 
Bill Tuttle, Lawrence 
Rosemary Weber, Wich ita 
Mile Wildgen, Lawrence 
Wint Winter, Jr., Lawrence 

Girts, Taxes, and Deducti ble Contributions 

Page 3 

In all cases, it is best to consult your OW11 personal financial advisor; however, the following general guiue
li nes and information are offered to assist you as you plan your charitable giving 

6nprec ialed G ifuL. 
Recent issues of the Land Trust All iance' s (L T A) Exchange provided an overview of changes in the tax laws 

as it relates to gifts donated to nonprofit organizations. Under the new 8udget Act signed on August 10, 1993, donors 
of appreciated property are permitted to deduct the full fair market value of the gifts for income tax purposes. The new 
provision appli es to gifts of appreciated land and casements, as well as stock, made after December 31, 1992 Thus in 
the case of appreciated st )ck, for instance, the full value is deductible and capital-gains taxes are avoided . 
0_l!Laanti ::lt ion of G i ft.':i ~ 

The LT A Exchange abo explained that the new low requires substantiation of major gifts in excess of $250. 
A cancelkd check will no longer be adequate proof of these charitable contributions. For example, for separate gifts 
received after January I, J 994, the Kansas Land TrusL will provide written substantiation, includmg a good faith 
estimate of the value of any good or sefVlce provided to the donor in exchange for making the gift For instance, if 
K.LT were to sponsor a fund-raising dinner, the portion of the donation which exceeded the fair market value of the 
dinna would be deductihle If no gumh or services are provided in return for the gi ft, KLT will include a ~tatement 
to that effect A "scpamte contribution" generally means a separate payment; payments will not be aggregated for 
purposes of applying the $250 threshold. In the case of a non-cash contrihution, the substantiation must give a de
scription of lhe property, hut the law specifically provides that KLT is not required to put a value on the property 
T~.Dedu~t!Qj li1y : 

A charitahle gift can be considered a deductible contribution only when it is given with no anticipation of 
rt't:c iving something of substantial value in retllin. Certain benefits, however, comid red to have an "insubstantial fair 
market value,'" do not reduce the donor's deduction One of these type benefits includes newsletters not of commercial 
quality, including that produced by the Kansas Land Trust. Using ffiS guidelines, the estimated value of KI Ts 
newsletter is not substantial; therefore, the full amount of your dues continues to be a deductihle contribution 
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Thanks for renewing your membership in KL T . Your support continues to be very important to us. 
We're growing at a steady rate, negotiating consetvation easements on several tracts ofland, and working hard 
to build a rock-solid financial foundation for the Kansas Land Trust. But we still need your help. A gift 
members . p in KL T is a very appropriate way to demonstrate your commitment to preserving KS landscapes. 

We 'U be happy to send an announcement of your gift to the recipient and a "thank you" to you. Please 
consider sharing the satisfaction of being a KL T member with a friend or family member. 

Yes, please enroU me _ _ and/or my friend _ _ in the Kansas Land Trust 

N~e, ____________ --_______________________ _____________________ _ 

Ad&ess ____________________________________ ________________________ __ 

City ___ _ _________ _ State ----- ZIP _ _ _ 

Donor's Name, ________________________ __________________________________ _ 

Admess ________________________________________________________________ __ 

City __________________ State _ _ _ ZIP _ __ _ 

Send your tax-deductible contribution to: Kansas Land Trust, P. O. Box 111 6, Lawrence, K S 66044-8116 
$25 Member _ $5G Supporter _ $100 Protector $500 Benefactor _ Other 

Kansas Land Trust 
P.o. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Bill & Lauri e Wa r d 
2 1 45 Ba rke r 
Law re nce , KS 660 46 

Non-Profit Organization 
u.s Postage 

PAID 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

Permit No. 190 



Spring 1994 

From the Director's Corner 

Spring has brought with it a dramatic increase in activity for the Kansas 
Land Trust. In addition to our recently completed fIrst conservation ease
ment, we've increased the number of land conservation projects by more 
than 100% in the last 9 months. There now are at least eighteen different 
project folders which represent potential conservation easements on Kansas 
landscapes. These projects have come to KLT through r~f~rrals by oth~r 
conservation organizations, from members, and from publIclty about us m 
Kansas media. Needless to say, we're delighted .to be busy talking with 
landowners interested in seeking long-term protection for their property. 

Perhaps th.e only frustration that comes with being director of KL T is 
trying to convey my enthusiasm to you for the w~r~ we are. doing, while at 
the same time being constrained by the confidentIalIty reqUITed as we work 
out easement agreements with private landowners. We cannot divulge who 
we are working with because not all of our projects may come to fruition. I 
can share with you that we are negotiating easements on other tracts that 
include lush woodlands, rcHi.l1g prairies, and refreshing riparian areas. 
We're working on proj ects that encompass larger areas and multiple owners 

... .3 WT"a.',re becr.~"'" "'v--··.t'\-,':':.~:~-::~ "t~~t.t... !!~iccltu...~! nroducers ,.",ho "vent to iU. W\.I t t;tY.l.J. '" .a~ .,v ................... ".11--.. Y.. ~ .I,. 

continue to farm but are concerned because they are feeling threatened by 
development pressures. While we can't often give you specific details of 
our projects, let me assure you that we are hard at wor~ and grateful for your 
support that allows us to continue our land conservatIon ~ff0r.ts. 

One other exciting project which is nearing completIOn IS the produc
tion of a beautifully written and designed brochure which briefly explains 
conservation easements and how they can be used to protect Kansas natural 
and cultural resources. A generous gift from Charles and Tensie Oldfather 
has made production of the brochure possible. We appreciate their extraor
dinary support and plan to use the brochure to more effectively bring our 
message to greater numbers of Kansans. Copies of it will be available at the 
official opening ceremony of the Akin Prairie - tentatively set for June 
4th. We hope you'll plan to attend and participate in the day's festivities. 
Kelly Kindscher, author of two books on prairie plants and KL T board mem
ber will lead a wildflower walle The prairie should be delightful at that 
tim~ of the year! We hope that you share in our enthusiasm for these accom
plishments and will tell a friend or associate about our work and invite them 
to become a KLT member as well- we'd love to have them join! 

-Joyce Wolf 

P. O. Box 1116 ... Lawrence, KS 66044 

More Tax Savings for Open 
Space Preservation? 

In a press release dated last 
November, Rep. Dick Zimmer (N.J.) 
announced sponsorship of a bill that 
would encourage the preservation of 
open space. The "Land Preservation 
Tax Fairness Act" (H.R. 3374) has 
been endorsed by the Land Trust Al
liance, the National Audubon Soci
ety, and the Sierra Club. 

Zimmer described the bill as one 
which makes "modest changes in the 
tax code (and which) could substan
tially enhance open space preserva
tion and assist in protecting Amer
ica's heritage.'" 

Jean Hocker, president of the 
Land Trust AllIance, said, " the pro
posal offers positive encouragement 
for the conservation of important nat
ural resources and open space." 

Zimmer's announcement listed 
three main changes which would en
courage open space preservation. It 
would: 
+ encourage land owners to sell 

land or development rights at less 
than market value for conserva
tion purposes to noprofit organi
zations or to a government entity. 

+ amend federal tax codes to allow 
landowners to subtract the full 
original cost of their property 
when calculating their taxable 
gam. 

+ providelandowners a new incen
tive to sell their land or develop-

(913) 749-3297 
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ment rights for conservation 
purposes at a cost affordable to 
conservation organizations and 
government entities. 

While this bill does not affect 
KL l' s current mode of operations, 
because we have limited our work to 
protecting land through the use of 
donated conservation easements, we 
are including this information for 
your consideration. Ai the time 
KLT received the background infor
mation on H.R. 3374, none of the 
members of the Kansas delegation 
had co-sponsored the bill. 

Priaire Festival 
The 1994 Priaire Festival spon

sored by The Land Institute is 
scheduled for the weekend of May 
27-29th in Salina, Kansas. For 
those who have never had the plea
sure of attending one of the events, 
it is consistently one of the best eco
logical events of late Spring. 

There are opportunities to hear 
scholars and authors from through
out the country. Wes Jackson, 
founder of the "Land", is well 
known for his own brilliant analyses 
of problems with our current sys
tems of agriculture. In a search for 
long-term solutions to those prob
lems, Jackson and his staff of in
terns are dedicated {o promoting 
sustainable agriculture and good 
stewardship of the earth. 

F or more information about the 
festival, you may contact: 

The Land Institute 
2440 E. Water Well Road 
Salina, KS 67401 

Kansas Land Trust 

Gleanings from a Conference on Sustainable Agriculture 

At the April 20th Sustainable Agriculture Symposium, jointly 
sponsored by Kansas State University and the Kansas Rural Center (an 
advocacy group for family farms and farmers), featured speakers addressed 
the general topic of the need for greater efforts for research and information 
about sustainable agriculture. 

One of the most fascinating talks was presented by Fred 
Kirschenmann, a family farmer from Windsor, ND. His primary theme was 
that agriculture must move away from its current emphasis on maximizing 
production levels to a new paradigm of optimal production which will be 
characterized by five guiding principles: 1) we cannot use nonrenewable 
resources faster than we develop replacements; 2) we cannot use renewable 
resources faster than they can be regenerated~ 3) we cannot create pollution 
sources faster than the planetary sinks can absorb, assimilate or dissipate 
them; 4) there must be a people-to-Iand ratio such that there are enough 
farmers on the land to manage it ecologically; and 5) there must be 
intergenerational equity, that is, we must begin to think beyond the immediate 
"bottom line." 

Kerschenmann says this new vision of farming, differentiated from 
agribusiness and industrial agriculture, on the Great Plains prairies "is more 
than some romantic notion of returning the prairie to a buffalo commons. It 
is more than a precisely crafted defmition of sustainable agriculture that 
describes alternative technologies and farming practices. It is a radical 
transformation of our understanding of the proper place and role of the human 
species in relationship to the rest of the earth community, and how agriculture 
fits into that community. Increasingly it will not be enough to concern 
ourselves only with the resources we need to produce food and fiber. (He says) 
we in agriculture will be required to participate in the emerging effort to 
enhance and preserve all of the resources on which the total community of 
species life'depends. And what farmers need is a new sense of themselves as 
part of that community." 

Among the most interesting concepts that he posed was that of 
"foodsheds" - regions where locally grown foods would be produced and 
utilized with far less dependence on national and international transport of 
foodstuffs and its reliance on the heavy use of nonrenewable fossil fuels. The 
compatibility of this concept with the need to make wise land use decisions in 
rural and suburban areas is quickly evident. Other advocates for coordinated 
land-use planning have also recognized the interconnectedness of promoting 
a new agricultural paradigm . 

Henry Richmond, founder of 1000 Friends of Oregon which is a land-use 
advocacy organization, converges these ideas of rural and suburban land use 
in an even broader context. He believes that suburban sprawl is connected to 
a majority of the social, economic, and environmental ills facing America 
today including: loss of job opportunities and increased welfare dependence 
for people living in the depopulated inner city; conversion of prime farmland 
and forests to urban uses; increased auto pollution because mass transit 
doesn't really exist in suburbs, and increased government costs because it's 
more expensive to install sewers and schools in fairly sparse population areas. 
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WELCOMING NEW AND THANKING RENEWING MEMBERS 

A hearty welcome to those who recently joined the Kansas Land Trust and our sincere thanks to those 
members who continue to support our land conservation work. 

Roger & Jan Boyd, Baldwin 
Liz Brosius, Oskaloosa 
Allan Cigler, Lawrence," 
Tate & June Collins, Lawrence 
Sarah & Ray Dean, Lawrence 
Myrl C. Duncan, Topeka 
Victoria Foth, Lawrence 
Reva & Paul Friedman, Lawrence 
Amy Lee & R.A. Frydman, Lawrence 
Sidney Ashton Garrett, Lawrence 
James P. Gionfriddo, Linwood 
Rachel Greenwood, Frankfort 
Roy & Marilyn Gridley, Lawrence ...• """, 
Martha Hagedorn-Krass, Berryton 
Lisa Harris, Lawrence 
Richard & Aisla Higgins, Osawatomie 
Robert & Lynne Holt, Lawrence 
Rudolf Jander, Lawrence 
Richard Johnston, Lawrence 

Martin Jones, Topeka 
Kansas Trails Council, Fredonia 
Richard & Sherry Kay, Lawrence 
Doug & Janet Krueger, Lee's Summit 
Michael Laird, Kansas City 
Robert & Betty Lichtwardt, Lawrence 
Burdett & Michel Loomis, Lawrence 
Steve Lopes & Lois Orth-Lopes, 

Lawrence 
Marsha Marshall, DeSoto 
Sondra McCoy, Lawrence 
Ross & Margie McKinney, Lawrence 
Tim Miller, Lawrence 
Phil Minkin, Lawrence 
Rich Niebaum, Lawrence 
Milton Reichart, Valley Falls 
Bill Riley, Manhattan 
Harold & Melissa Rosson, Lawrence 
Robert E. Russell, Jr., Lawrence 

Elizabeth A. Schultz, Lawrence 
Schumm Food Company, Lawrence 
Richard B. Sheridan, Lawrence 
Diane Simpson, Lawrence 
Fred & Lilian Six, Lawrence 
Charles Stough, Lawrence 
Stephen & Enid Stover, Manhattan 
John K. Strickler, Manhattan 
Diane & Gary Tegtmeier, Westwood 
Carl Thor & Sara Martin, Lawrence 
Bob Timm & Barb Clauson, 

Lawrence 
Barbara Ashton Waggoner, 

Lawrence 
Paul Weidhaas, Manhattan 
Paul Willis, Topeka 
Sarah Woellhot: Topeka 
Don Worster, Lawrence 
Nom & Anne Yetman, Lawrence 

_case return this ballot by Friday, May 13, 1994 for counting at the annual and special meeting of the Board 
of Directors which will be held to fill the tenus of those board positions which are expiring and to select 
officers for the following year. 

Whereas the nominating committee has selected the below listed persons to be retained as mernber-directors; 
the nominating process has been closed; and there have been no nominations from the members in good 
standing of the Kansas Land Trust, I vote for the following to be retained as mernber-directors on the board 
of directors of the Kansas Land Trust. 

Please vote for no more than two. 

I 

-----------------------------------------------~ 
_Sarah Dean should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust board of directors. 

_Ernie Eck should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust board of directors. 

Please mail this ballot to: 
Kansas Land Trust 
P. O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

I The ballot must be received by Friday, May 13, 1994. 
I 

~-----------------------------------------------
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Thanks for renewing your membership in KL T . Your support continues to be vel)' important to us. 
We're growing at a steady rate, negotiating conservation easements on several tracts ofland, and working hard 
to build a rock-solid financial foundation for the Kansas Land Trust. But we still need your help. A gift 
membership in KL T is a vel)' appropriate way to demonstrate your commitment to preserving KS landscapes. 

We'll be happy to send an announcement of your gift to the recipient and a ''thank you" to you. Please 
consider sharing the satisfaction of being a KLT member with a friend or family member. 

Yes, please enroll me __ and/or my mend ~_ in the Kansas Land Trust 

Name _______________________ . ____ --------------

Address _________________ _ 

City ____________ State ZIP 

Donor's Name. _________________________ . __ _ 

Address ______________________________ _ 

City _______________ State __ _ ZIP ___ _ 

Sendyour tax-deductible contribution to: Kansas Land Trust, P. O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 
$25 Member $50 Supporter $100 Protector $500 Benefactor Other - -
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p.o. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 
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2145 Barker 
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Echina?ea and other prairie plants are seen in the foregrowld a" Kelly Kindscher, 
center fu clIlg the camera., identifies and shares information on medicinal uses of 
prairie species to visitors to the Dorothy Akin MemOIial Prairie. 

What is so rare as a day in June? 

"What is s rare as a day in June?" 
A bright blue Kansas sky, fill ed with 
cotton-candy clouds, steady souther
ly breezes k ep ing the Echinacea 
dancing to the lilting tunes of Dick
cissels singing from all sides - but 
most of all . it was listening to a lov
ing spouse, Tom o. Akin, recite 
li nes from a poem and hearing a 
daughter, Linda A Renner, share 
memories of Dorothy Akin duri ng 
the ceremony rededi cating the prairie 
which she cherished 

In this gorgeous setting, th e estab
lishment of the orothy Akin Memo
rial Prairie was celebrated on June 
12, 1994. Nearly 100 people gath
ered to listen to Akin family mcm-

P. O. Box 1116 

bers reminisce about Dorothy ' s 
love for her prairie and how those 
feelings caused them to ensure pro
tection of the prairie through a con
servation easement granted to KL 1. 

The ceremony marked that dedi
cation as her family recalled that 
Dorothy's love of the prairie caused 
her to turn down the opportunity to 
erect a new home there - one of 
the loveliest sites in Douglas 
County because of its scenic view 
of the Kaw Valley. 

Linda, recalling a conversation 
with her mother, said that Dorothy 
had expressed the desire for her 
ashes to be strewn across the 
prame. (Contd. page 2, Col. 1) 

Lawrence, KS 66044 

Governor's Ag Aide 
Attends Prairie Ceremony 

The Kansas Land Trust was hon
ored by the presence of tephen An
derson, Agricultural Liai on for Gov
ernor Joan Finney, at the dedication 
ceremony of the Dorothy Akin 
M morial Prairie. Anderson. a 
farmer and rancher in the Mi II Creek 
Valley of th Flint Hills, shar d his 
views on the need for prot ction of 
farmland and our other natural re
sources with those attending the June 
12th ceremony. 

KLT appreciates Anders n' s mak
ing the text of his remarks available 
for this pUblication. We fel t that his 
rem arks exactly caught the spirit of 
stewardship and caring for the land 
that the Akin family have so wonder
fully demonstrated and all KL T mem
bers should have th opportunity to 
hear his remarks. 

We believe his speech reflects 
some of the goals of KLT in regard to 
the preservation of farm land sur
rounding our quick ly devel oping 
communities in northeast Kansas. 
His thoughts reflected pr vious .KL T 
newsletter articles concern ing the 
connections between land use d ci
sions and agriculture. The popular
ity of the Rural Center's Lawrence
based SUbscription gardening project 
attests to the viability and consumer 
interest in purchas ing locally grown 
and wholesomely produced fresh gar
den foods . 
(See text of conunents on next page.) 

(913) 749-3297 
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Stephen Anderson, left, addresses Tom Ak1n, Linda A Remer, Larry Akin, and 
members and guests of the Kansas Land Trust on Sunday, June 12, 1994 on the 
occasion of rededication of the Dorothy Akin Memorial Prairie. Note the pole to 
Andersen's side which holds a nine toot tall stalk of native big bluestem . 

(June Day contd.) 
Tom noted that his wife's most trea
sured plants were flourishing atop 
the hillside lavishly adorned with 
wildflowers. He spoke of her rock 
and flower collections and how he 
had decided to use one of her large 
granite boulders as part of the memo
rial. A plaque describes her dedica
tion to 4-H and the Kansas Wild
flower Society. 

The loving words of the Akin 
family members clearly touched the 
hearts of all present. Guests were 
reminded that our prairies are plant 
communities that have survived for 
hundreds of centw-ies of evolution. 
A reverent hush signi fied the assem
bly's appreciation for the depth of 
commitment and spirit of steward
ship to the land by the Akin family. 

KLT is grateful to Bill Riley, 4-H 
Foundation Director, and to Stephen 
Anderson, overnor Finney' s Ag 
Aide who arranged their schedules to 
be present for this historic event 
markIng the first conservation ease
ment granted to a nonprofit org::mi-

zabon in Kansas. 
KLT is pleased to initiate its 

land conservation program with the 
dedication of the Dorothy Akin 
Memorial Prairie. The prairie with 
the easement in place, becomes a 
permanent legacy for future genera
tions and is a testament to the love 
and dedication of one woman and 
her family to Kansas prairies. 

A special bonus for the day was 
the discovery of Mead's Milkweed 
on the prairie. This species is one 
of two plants which is on the fed
eral threatened and endangered 
species list. A few of the other 
species fotmd on the prairie in
clude dewberry, rattle snake mas
ter, catclaw sensitive brier, prairie 
phlox, purple coneflower, spider
wort, lead plant, purple prairie 
clover, gayfcather, and compass 
plant. 

The ded ication ceremony was 
lovely, and as a visitor noted in the 
guest book, "We can feci Dorothy's 
presence here today!" 

Kansas Land Trust 

Text of Stephen 
Anderson's Speech 

Govprnor Joan Finney ask£d me to 
represeflt her today and con vey her re
grets that she was unable to attend this 
historic Kansas e vent dlle to pre violls 
commitmpnts. GovenlOr Finney extends 
her greetings, best wishes and congrat
ulations to all allending this dedicallon 
of this prairie memorial. 

1 brought this 9 '3 " stalk of native 
bluesrem which was wt on "'.Y ran h be
cause il most likely symbolizes why GO l'
ernor J-jnney asla!d me to represent h pr 
today. Since last falll've hnd a displny 
of natiFe grassp .- big bluestem, lit tle 
bluestem, Indian gmss, and this lower· 
ing specimen -- in the Governor's of 
fice, much to the delight of many visi
tors and legislators passing through. 

Anyone who heard the remarks made 
by the Akin family just now can readi£y 
understand the deep emotionnl feelings 
expressed by so many at the demise of 
our nation's f amily farms. D orothy 
Akin's life typified thos strong bonds 
that develop between fanners and their 
land, their fami£y, and their community. 
Ifer deEp love for this land and all that 
grows or lives on it was expressed so 
eloquent£v by her fami~y. 

Fort1l11Otf!iy, at least for me. the Gov
ernor's other commitment has been my 
gain. As a lifetime rancher, an organic 
farmer since 1975, and an avid environ
mentalist, I'm appreciative andjIattered 
to participate as Governor Finney's 
proxy at this celebration of the Land 
Trust'. first easement in Kansas. To me 
this is an exemplary moriel of govern
ment 's p ositive capability 10 f acilitate 
something important, something good 
and ne es ary for our future. In short, 
pass enabling legislation and get out of 
the way 

You th officers, the board, and the 
members oj the Kansas Land Trust de
servp the thanks and respect of aU 
KansalJ '{ f or you,. efforts in making this 
day p ossible. 

Mr. Akin, we all congratulate you for 
turning our dreams into reality. Thank 
you for your cooperation and your gen· 
erosity. 

http:Fortll1wtp.ly


No. Size 
Large 
X-Large 
XX-Large 

Please ship to: 
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KANSAS LAND TRUST 
T-SHIRT S NOW AVAILABLE 

Shirts are white, 1 OQofl cotton and available in Large, 
X-Large, and XX-Large. 

The design features an Upland Sandpiper atop post 
rock limestone which is flanked by Kansas 
gayfeather, yellow prairie coneflower, and big 
bluestem, all in full color. 

You may use the fonn below to order shirts which 
wilJ be shipped to the address you specify. 

Please note that the S15 price fo r the T-shirts 
includes sales tax. 

Shipping charges are $1.50 for the first shirt and 
510 .50 for each additional onr thereafter. 

T-SHIRT ORDER FORM 

Pr ice each Total each size 
$15.00 
$15.00 
$1 5.00 

SUBTOTAL 
Shipping C harges 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 

Citv State ZIP 
Please make check payable to Kansas Land Trust and send to: P. O. Box III G. Lawrence, KS 66044. 



Kansas Land Trust Page 3 

To the public, I would say this is the first step in ad:nol',Iletiging reality. The reality that all open lands oj agricultural, 
ecological, scenic, historic, and recreational sIgnificance need protecting and preserving. 

Societ well recognizes the need for commerce and tnduwy, yet often undf'rest imates or ovrrloaks the human npeds lor 
spirilllal and elllotional balance. Who measures the value oJa sunset's tranquillity, a bird's song or til pleasllrp of {J prairie 
walk wi/h its wildflowers seemingly strewn with abandon 

Who/ 's wrong wi th the priorities of a nation that values military armaments of dpath at cost plus, yet takes our dai~Y food, 
so necessarvfor life ttself,for granted and demands that it be cheap and sold at surplus prices 

Health care is the fastest growth industry today and national health care insurance the hottest debated topiC this de ade, 
yet we con/illue to cover our agriculluralland with asphalt and concrete and import our fru its, vegetables and ben"ies Jor ·a 
daily fu oj toxic chemicals. Wouldn 't Jood locally grown, fresh, organicalzy produced, delivered daily or weekly be a more 
logical solution to many of our health problems oJtoday? 

Hipp ocrates.father oJ medicine said, ''Let your medicine be yourfood and let your Jood be your medirine. " Th" grpal Greek 
teacher and philosopher also said. "Taking medieim after you are ill is like starlin8 to dig a well after YOll are thirsty " 

1 think he was try ing to tel/liS that an OWl e of prevention is worlh a pound of cure; and that we should eat healthy fo od 
grown in a nutritiofl ally balanced soil. The onzy way we can b" assured oj that is to grow our own, or buy loca1~v raised 
produ 'e. Kansas Land Trust easell1P1lts auld well protect from development the land around every urban center In Kansas 
that is necessary 10 grow that community 's Jood supp ly. 

As wholesomeness is the key to food, so is wholeness the key to IiJe. Free flOWing creeks, natural woodland.v, open farm/and 
Or p ristine prairie vistas all prOVide the balance necessary to human life in a hectic industrialtzed SOCiety. The Kansas Land 
Trust alld the Akin JamiZl' are helping to pro vide Ihal balance. l'l'fay your success multiply and multiply and mulliply, 

Thank you allJor the opportunity to share this joy with you today. 

W E L C OMING NEW 
AND THANK ING 

R E NE W ING MEMBER S 
A hea rty welcome to those who recently joined the Kansas 

Land Trust and our sincere thanks to those members who 
continue to support our land conservation wo rk 

Helen and ave Alexander, 
Lav,:rcnce 

Fred Sack, Artframes, Lawrence 
Linda Bailey, Lawrence 
George W. Byers, Lawrence 
Petey Cerf, Lawrence 
Betty .fo Charlton, Lawrence 
Frank. & Marie ross, Lawrence 
Dennis & Shirley Domer, Baldwin 
Brian Donahue, Bennington 
Any Lee & RA. Frydman. Lawrence 
Prairie Acres Garden Club, 

Lawrence 
Mr. & Mrs W 1 Griffith, Lawrence 
Rob rt & Lynne Holt, Lawrence 
Ben Lombardo, Lawrence, 
Donna Luckey, Costa Rica 
Churck & Joey Magerl, Lawrence 
Michael Maher, Lawrence 

Dan Nagengast & Lynn Byzinski 
Lawrence 

John & Carol Nalband ian, 
Lav.rrence 

Linda Akin Renner, Long Beach, 
aliformia 

We st r Schott , Lake Quivira 
Fred Scheutz, Lawrence 
Sandra haw, Lawrence 
Kathy Slaymaker, Wichita 
John & Joan Strickler, Manhattan 
Thomas Stubbs, Lawrence 
Bob Sudlow, Lawrence 
Bill & Laurie Ward, Lawrence 
Paul & Harriet Wilson, Lawrence 
Ron & Joyce Wolf, Lawrence 
Fran Zillner, Lawrence 
Dale Zinn, Denison 

From the Director's Corner 
I want to take this opportlmity to 

say how grateful I am that so many 
members and Akin fam ily friends at
tended the celebration. H was truly 
heartwarming to see how much you 
appreciate our eIT rts to prot ct 
Kansas remnant prairie tracts. 

I especially want to thank those 
who made the celebrat ion such suc~ 
CC:I:I: K ol ly K in d:lohor- for loadmg t.ho 

pl an t walk, Cra ig Freeman, ex 
B uchanan and Ralph McGregor for 
signing books, board members for 
providing wonderful refreshments, 
Carol Est s for helping sell books 
and I -shirts, Tom Wolf for his art
work on the enlly sign to the pra irie, 
but most of al l thanks to the Akin 
family for sharing their treasured 
prairie with others of us who also ap
preciate its significance and be:mty 

My Sincere t hanks also to Arti st 
Kevin Dixon of Creation Station in 
Lawrence who created the lovely de
sign that now graces our T-shirts. 
You'll find the design on th ' nrd~r 
form insert in thi s KLT news !etter 
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The land conservation work oflhe Kansas Land Trust is one of the most cost effectjve ways of working 
cooperatively with landowners who wish to protect their remrumt prairies, threatened wetJands woodlands, 
riparian corridors, and fannland at the edges of sprawling cities. Please use the form below to join KL T or to 
send a contribution to help offset the expenses we incur to protect Kansas landscape~. 

It is only through the continued support of our members that we can continue our conversations with 
other landowners who share the spirit of stewardship that the Akin family has exempljficd. 

Name ----------------------------------------------------------
Address ___________________________________________________________________ __ 

City ______ ___ _ State ---- ZIP 

Phone ----------------------

Send yow' tax-deductible contribution to: Kansas Land Trust, P. O. Box 1116, L1WTvIlce, KS 66044 

_ _ $25 Member _ $50 Supporter _ $100 Protector _ $500 Benefacl.or ._Other 

Kansas Land Trust 

P. O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

KLT T-Shirt 
Order ~"'onn Inside 

Non Pro fit rganization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

Pennit No. 190 



Thanks for renewing yOW" membership in KL T . Your support continues to be very important to us. 
We're growing at a steady rate, negotiating conservation easements on several tracts ofland, and working hard 
to build a rock-solid financial foundation for the Kansas Land Trust But we still need yOW" help. A gift 
membership in KL T is a very appropriate way to demonstrate your conunitment to preserving KS landscapes. 

We'll be happy to send an annmUlcement of your gift to the recipient and a thank you to you. Please 
consider sharing the satisfaction of being a KL T member with a friend or family member. 

Yes, please enroll me __ and/or my friend __ in the Kansas Land Trust 

Name ---------------------------------------------------------------
Address ---------------------------------------------------------------
City ___________ Slate ___ __ ZIP __ _ 

Donor's Name ----------------------------------------------------------
Ad~ss ___________________________________________________________ ___ 

City ___________ State ___ ZIP ___ _ 

Send your tax-deductible contribution to: Kansas Land Trust, P . O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044 
S20 Member __ S50 Supporter $100 Protector $500 Benefactor 

Kansas Land Trust 

P. O. Bo11116 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

Inside This Issue 
Oct 21 - Sustainable Agriculture Program 
Oct 24 -- Wildlife Art Expo 
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Kaw Valley Heritage Project 
A Cooperative Effort of the Kansas Land Trust and the Kansas Rural Center 

Working cooperatively, the 
Kansas Land Trust and the 
Kansas Rural Center recently 
launched the Kaw Valley Heritage 
Project to proactively address the 
concerns that many area resi
dents share regarding the contin
ued loss of agricultural land and 
other resources in the Kansas 
River Valley. 

The lower Kaw Valley counties 
have become highly desirable 
places to live. Johnson County, 
the fastest growing county in the 
state, grew from 60,000 in 1950 
to 355,000 in 1990. Thus, many 
of the natural and agricultural re
sources of the area are being lost 
to development and industrializa
tion. 

A key component of the Kaw Val
ley Heritage Project will be to link 
the interest in eating farm-fresh, 
organically grown produce with 
the market gardeners and the 
land needed to ensure that ac
cess to farm-fresh produce will 
not only survive but thrive. 

The boards of the two organiza
tions share a common view that 
in order to preserve the riparian 
areas, remnant prairies, wet
lands, and productive farms pro
viding locally grown food, we will 
need to begin to plan proactively. 

P. O. Box 1116 

We envision developing a plan 
which wi ll connect the ecological 
and economic value of protecting 
these resources by a combination 
of preservation practices and pro
motion of farming or recreational 
uses that increase the value of the 
land as open space. 

To be successful, we want to bring 
together an all iance of many indi
viduals to develop a strategic plan 
which will be based on the identifi
cation of resources that deserve 
special protection. The plan will 
be formulated by partiCipants who 
wi ll develop strategies to preserve 
and enhance the valley's signifi 
cant natural, agricultural, and his
toric resources. 

Where appropriate, historic and 
other interesting sites wi ll be 
linked along a variety of pathways 
- trails, corridors, and greenways -
that will serve to enhance recre
ational opportunities for a number 
of uses such as hiking, biking, 
auto tours, equestrian, etc. 

The directors of the two organiza
tions have already met with a plan
ner from the National Park Service 
(NPS) who is providing information 
about similar projects elsewhere in 
the United States. NPS has pro
vided examples of successful her
itage plans that have been devel-

... Lawrence, KS 66044 ... 

oped and implemented in Pennsyl
vania, Michigan, Indiana, and 
Ohio. 

In all of these plans, preservation 
of open spaces and the scenic 
quality of the area has been an im
portant part of the project and is 
often accomplished by providing 
incentives to farmers to keep their 
land in agricultural production. 

Because both KL T and KRC are 
headquartered in Lawrence, sev
eral educational, civic, and govem
mental institutions there have 
been approached with the project 
proposal. Thus far the response 
has been overwhelmingly positive. 

KLT plans to continue to move for
ward with this project because we 
feel strongly that it represents an 
important way for us to target our 
land conservation efforts where 
they are most needed. 

In order to permit our part-time di
rector to devote additional hours to 
this project, KL T will be seeking 
funds from a variety of sources to 
finance this project. We hope that 
you share our enthusiasm for 
these efforts and agree that land 
conservation in this area is an im
portant goal. If you would like to 
help with our financial needs, you 
may use the form on page 6. 

(913) 749-3297 
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Planning, Partnerships Emphasized at National Rally 

The need for a plan of action and 
the widespread use of partnerships 
to conserve landscapes were among 
the topics that arose during the re
cent Land Trust Alliance seventh 
national conference held at Chat
tanooga, Tennessee. Nearly every 
session addressed these two aspects 
of land conservation in some way. 

It was helpful to have the opportu
nity to attend a variety of sessions 
that were offered to assist land con
servationists in becoming more 
knowledgeable and efficient in the 
tasks needed to operate a land trust. 
I'd like to share with you some of 
the exciting news that was released 
during the meeting. 

There are now nearly 1100 land 
trusts in America - 23% more than 
there were just 4 years ago. They 
have helped protect 4.04 million 
acres of land, an area larger than the 
state of Connecticut, with over 1 
million acres added since 1990. 

Reflecting the enthusiasm for the 
land conservation work of the gath
ered delegates, Jean Hocker, Presi
dent of the Land Trust Alliance, 
said in her welcoming speech, 
"Across American, people are form
ing land trusts because they want to 
safeguard the open spaces that 
make their communities and neigh
borhoods livable. They refuse to let 
short-sightedness cheat them out of 
their heritage and that of their chil
dren. And they are not waiting for 
someone else to take action; they 
are doing it themselves. Land trusts 
give people a choice and they are 
choosing conservation." 

Lois Schiffer, Assistant Attorney 
General for the Environment and 
Natural Resources Division at the 
Department of Justice spoke about 
"takings" and "property rights" and 
said that at the "big-picture leve~" a 
balance must be struck between the 
notion of regulatory takings and the 
concepts of community, mutual 
protection of property, and cooper
ativeness. She said currently we 
often hear about certain circum
stances which restrict land uses, but 
we rarely hear complaints about 
instances where government action 
actually enhances property values. 

Although some of '"takings" court 
cases receive wide publicity, a rela
tively few percentage of cases 
pending on the federal docket con
cern this issue. And she said that 
33 state Attorneys General have 
written letters in opposition to the 
regulatory "takings" issue. 

She said this issue will be deter
mined in three venues: in public 
opinion, in legislative bodies, and in 
the courts. She urged land trusts to 
speak out in favor of building a 
spirit community. 

She recommended Jean Hocker'S 
editorial in the L T A Exchange. In 
that editorial, Hocker countered the 
argument that preserving land for 
conservation purposes removes fu
ture options. She pointed out that 
choosing development - a mall, 
subdivision, or business park -
also removed future choices. She 
said that conservation-minded 
landowners should continue to be 
able to choose for conservation. 

At the closing dinner, Mollie Beat
tie Director of the U.S . Fish and 
Wildlife Service, made the following 
comments: "The future of success
ful natural resource conservation 
rests with private citizens working in 
association with each other and with 
government agencies, conservation 
groups, corporations, and other 
landowners. The growth of land 
trusts is a sure sign this spirit of 
partnership is taking root in Amer
ica." 

Because ofK.LT's current efforts 
with the Kansas Rural Center, it was 
heartening to hear representatives of 
a variety of entities recommend the 
use of partnerships to accomplish 
mutual goals. It became quite clear 
that if KL T is to be successful in 
preserving significant Kansas land
scapes, we will need to reach out to 
individual landowners and members 
of other groups who share our goals 
of land conservation. 

One of the most interesting and in
spiring workshop presenters was 
Henry Richmond, founder of 1000 
Friends of Oregon and chair of the 
National Growth Management 
Leadership Project. His remarks 
were very relevant to the Kaw Val
ley Heritage Project which will call 
upon citizens of the area to recog
nize the threats to farmland on the 
edge of cities and to develop strate
gies for preservation of these and 
other natural. cultural and historic 
resources. 

Richmond summarized the problem 
as the expansion of urbanizing 

ontinued on page 3, colwnn I 
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National Rally, from page 2. 

areas accompanied by the emptying 
out of inner cities which contribute 
to the problems of the latter. As 
examples he cited the following: 
during the time from 1960 to 1985, 
New York City gained only 8% in 
popula1ion but expanded in area by 
65%; Chicago's population in
creased by 8% and increased in size 
by 46%; and Cleveland had a loss 
in population of 8% while it in
creased in size by 330".0! 

He also endorsed partnerships and 
said that we won't be able to pro
tect our resources by using pur-

chase strategies alone. While ap
plauding the important work of The 
Nature ConsetVancy, he pointed 
out that it has taken TNC 30 years 
to protect the number of acres that 
are lost in farmland in only one 
year. 

Richmond and other presenters at 
this session said that it will take a 
variety of strategies including vol
untary easements to make a signifi
cant impact to preserve open 
spaces for future generations. 
They agreed that land trusts are 
uniquely qualified to foster a new 
kind of land ethic - one which 
encourages fonnation of grassroots 
coalitions and working with 
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landoMlers who really care about 
local preservation. 

They too emphasized the critical 
need for: 1) a plan which looks at 
resources on an ecosystem-wide 
basis, 2) identifies lands which are 
appropriate for development and 
which should be protected,and 3) 
establishes implementation strate
gies for preseIVation. 

I will share more infonnation and 
insights gained from the conference 
in future KL T newsletters. I appre
ciate being able to represent KL T at 
this conference and look fOJWard to 
attending future meetings. 

Joyce Wolf 

\VeIcoming New and Thanking Renewing M embers 

A hearty w elc ome to those who recently joined the Kansas Land Trust and ou r sincere thanks to 
those members who continue to support our land conservation work. 

Greg Allen - Lawrence 
Robert Antonio - Lawrence 
Joe Bickford & marci francisco 

Lawrence 
Rex & Susan Buchanan 

Lawrence 
Lance W. Burr - Lawrence 
Bill & Anne Busby - Baldwin 
Mary Butterbrodt - Lawrence 
Jackson Clark - Lawrence 
Ray & Sarah Dean - Lawrence 
Margarete Dors h - Lindsborg 
Clark Duffy - Topeka 
Dick Dunhaupt & Patty Hackney 

Lawrence 
Ernie Eck - Lawrence 
Steve & Chris Edmonds 

Lawrence 
Ruth Gennrich - Lawrence 
Don & Joyce Gottschamer 

Pomona 
Penny Grigsby - Olathe 

Steve Hamburg - Brooklyn, NY 
Charlotte Hargis - ShaMlee 
Tresa Hill- Lawrence 
Eileen Hiney - Bonner Springs 
Thomas Howe & Kate Dineen 

Lawrence 
Larry Uri & Theresa Jilka-Uri 

Concordia 
Kelly Kindscher - Lawrence 
Alan Martin - Lawrence 
Bob & Patricia Marvin 

Lawrence 
Susan M cRory - Boulder, CO 
Michael M orley - Lawrence 
Mrujory Newmark - Lawrence 
Jerome & Judy Niebaum 

Lawrence 
Dale Nirnz - Lawrence 
Charlie & Tensie Oldfather 

Lawrence 
Paradise Cafe - Lawrence 
Charles Ricklefs - Lawrence 

Cathy & Richard Robins 
Lawrence 

Jean Rosenthal - Lawrence 
Richard & Audr y Sheridan 

Lawrence 
Nancy Shontz - Lawrence 
Orley & Toni Taylor - Lawrence 
Ann 1. Thompson - Linwood 
Marjori & Lynn Van Buren 

Topeka 
Barbara Ashton Waggoner 

Lawrence 
Rose & Matthew Wagoner 

Salina 
Water's Edge - Lawrence 
Western Res urces - Topeka 
Mike & Linda Wildgen 

La\\TenCe 
Amo & June Windscheffel 

Topeka 
David Wristen - Leawood 
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Parks Panel R ecommends Bold 
New Conservation Program 

A Review Committee appointed by the 
National Park System Advisory Board 
is urging creation of a new federal 
Commission for Recreation and Con
servation to create an American Net
work of Parks and Open Space. Non
profit organizations could participate 
actively in every phase of the program. 

The committee was charged with re
viewing the Land and Water Conserva
tion Fund (L WCF and the Urban P ark 
and Recreation Recovery Program 
(UP ARR) and advising the Director of 
the Park Service and the Secretary of 
the Interior on how they could be im
proved. LTA's president, Jean Hocker, 
was invited to participate in several 
meetings of the committee. 

The Review Committee ' s final report, 
issued in August, cites several short
comings in the current L WCF and UP
f\RR programs, including dramatically 
reduced funding, poor coordination 
among levels of government, inflexibil
ity, ineffective constituencies, and lack 
of vision, leadership, and advocacy on 
the part of national public offi cials. 
The committee reported "strong con
sensus' on the follow ing recommenda
tions: 

• The L WCF and UP ARR programs 
should be combined into a single 
new program 

• A new InStitution within the fed
eral government, but outside of the 
Depart of Interior, should be cre
ated to manage the new program. 

+ An annual federal appropriation of 
$1 bi llion will be required to meet 
the recreation and conservation 
needs of the public. 

• The new program should actively 
involve citizens in establishing 

funding priorities and planning 
for the development of an Ameri 
can Network of Parks and Open 
Space. 

In addition, the committee recom
mended allocating 30 percent of the 
funds to federal agencies, 30 percent 
to state governments, and 30 percent 
of urban commW1ities, reserving 10 
percent for distribution on a competi
tive basis . 

Nonprofit organizations would be eli
gible for funding in all categories. In 
fact, the report states that a "key fea
ture of the American Network of 
Parks and Open Space should be the 
forging of strategic partnerships with 
nonprofit organizations [which] have 
become valuable partners in helping 
governments and citizens acquire and 
manage land." 

One of the committee' s boldest rec
ommendations is the creation of the 
new Commission for Recreation and 
Conservation, similar in nature to the 
National Endowment for the Arts and 
Humanities, to provide a "single
minded focus" on creating the Ameri
can Network of Parks and Open 
Space and advocating and overseeing 
programs to carry it out. The commit
tee cites the shortcomings of the Na
tional Park Service and Interior De
partment in providing leadership and 
advocacy for recreation and conserva
tion activities at the state and local 
level. 

The report acknowledges the diffi-
eu ty of achi eving the annual $#1 bil
lion in funding, but stresses that it is 
essential. It recommends looking first 
t offshore oil and gas leasing rev
enues, the same money that is cur
rently supposed to fund the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund at up to 
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$900 mi ll ion annually, but also sug
gests other sources of funding 
The National Park System Advisory 
Board was scheduled to meet in Au
gust to accept the report and forward it 
to federal officials, and was expected 
to recommend the Review Commit
tee's continuation for another six 
month to conduct outreach on its [md
IngS. 

The Land Trust Alliance will partici
pate actively as discussions continue, 
and report developments to our mem
bers. 

Reprinted from the LTA's Exchange, 
Summer 1994, Vol. 13, No. 3, page 2 

New Rules Give Farmers a 
Second Chance to Enroll in 
Wetland Program 

Recently the USDA's Soil Conserva
tion Service issued new rules which 
wi ll make some farmers eligible for the 
Emergency Wetlands Reserve Program 
(EWRP) who did not qualify earlier. 

nder the revised EWRP rules, the 
federal government will take into ac
count the disaster and deficiency pay
ments paid to farmers when the costs 
of reclaiming land for crop production 
are calculated. This will likely raise 
reclamation cost estimates, allowing 
some landowners to qualify for the 
EWRP who earlier were declared inel
igible. Under EWRP, the federal gov
ernment wi ll purchase a penn anent 
easement on bottomland damaged by 
fl oodwaters in 1993. 

The EWRP sign-up deadline is De
cember 30 1994. Farmers who are 
interested should contact their local 
S S office or call the Soil and Water 
Conservation Society's toll free nwn
ber at 1-800-TIIE SOn:.., extension 10. 
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Hello and Good-byes to Board Member s 

We heartily welcome Brian Donahue, Education Director of The Land Institute, as our newest member of the 
KL T board of directors. He was named in late summer by the board to fill one of the recently vacated slots. 
Brian and his family moved to Kansas when he assumed his new position with The Land Institute. Because of 
his work in the northeastern part of the u.s. with land trusts and conservation easements, we anticipate that 
Brian will be able to provide special advice and expertise in our land consetVation work. 

At the same time we welcome Brian, we regret to have had to say good-by to two of our founding board 
members. Steve Hamburg, former president ofKLT and Chair ofKU's Environmental Studies Department, 
left Lawrence in the swnmer to assume a position with the Environmental Defense Fund in New York. Rich 
Niebaum, our talented computer-resource person, has decided to return to graduate school and is working 
toward his MBA at the University of Wisconsin at Madison. 

We appreciate all the work and sound advice that Steve and Rich have provided KLT and we wish them the 
greatest luck and success in their new endeavors. 

Kansas Land Trust T-shirt Available 

Shirts are white, 100% cotton and available in Large, X-Large, and XX-Large. They are preshrunk and hold 
their size well in the laundry. The design features an Upland Sandpiper atop post rock limestone which is 
flanked by Kansas gayfeather, yellow prairie oneflower, and big bluestem, all in full color. You may use the 
form below to order shirts which will be shipped to the address you specify. 

Please note that the $15 price for the T-shirts includes sales tax. 

Shipping charges are $1.75 for the first shirt and $0.75 for each additionaJ one thereafter. 

No. Size 
Large 
X-Large 
XX-Large 

Please ship to: 

Name 

Address 

T-SHIRT ORDER FORM 
Price each 
$15 .00 
$15.00 
$15.00 

SUBTOTAL 
Shipping Charges 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 

City State ZIP 

Total each size 

Please make check payable to K ansas Land Trust and send to: P. o. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116. 
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The land conservation work of the Kansas Land Trust is one of the most cost effective ways of working 
cooperatively with landowners who wish to protect their remnant prairies, threatened wetlands, woodlands 
riparian corridors, and fannland at the edges of sprawling cities. Please use the fonn below to join KL T or to 
send a contribution to help offset the expenses we incur as we work to plan and implement the Kaw Valley 
Heritage Project Our primary support comes from our members who have continued to invest in our land 
conservation work. Jfyou aren't a member, we invite you to join the Land Trust today. 

Name ----------------------------------------------------------------------

Address -------------------------------------------------------------------
City _ ___________________ State ____ _ ZIP 

Phone ---------------------
Send your tax-deductible contribution to: Kansas Land Trust, P. O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044 

_ S25 Member _ S50 Supporter _ S100 Protector _ S500 Benefactor ._ Other 

_ I'm already a member but want to provide extra support for the Kaw Valley Heritage Project. This is my 
contribution for KL 1's work in building partnerships in the valley and for conserving land. 

Kansas Land Trust 

P. O. BOI 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

N on Profit Organization 
u.s. Postage 
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From the Director's Corner 

I want to apologize for the delay In getting this issue to you. 
During the past several weeks a series of rather difficult circumstances 
occurred which have contributed to the delay. In early February, I 
was called to Cincinnati, Ohio because my father had suddenly 
become seriously ill. After only five short days, he died peacefully on 
February 17th. Just two weeks later, my brother finally succumbed to 
a 10-month battle with cancer and thus I was called back to Ohio to 
attend his funeral the fi rst week of March. 

In between those two tragedies, I took a tumble down a couple 
of steps and seriously sprained my left wrist and, even though I am 
nght-handed, certain things like typing have proven difficult and 
painful. 

I want to express my sincere thanks to all who have taken time 
to send their expressions of concern and sympathy. I especially want 
to acknowledge the generous memonal donation to KL T in the name 
of my father and brother from Marge and Jim Ahrens of Topeka. 

Marge offered the following words of consolation: "the values 
and personalities of dear ones do actually live on - in memory and in 
their own quiet presences among us still - when we need them 
most. Jim and I want to help your loved ones ' memories live on with a 
contribution to the Kansas Land Trust." 

Both my father and brother enjoyed being in the outdoors -
fishing, golfing, or just stroll ing through woods or fields. I had hoped 
that they would be able to visit some of KL T's protected prairies and 
enjoy the rich beauty of the Wildflowers. Unfortunately, no matter how 
long or short the life, its end comes all too quickly for those left 
behind. I have often recently considered how fleeting become our 
attempts at leaving some marker of our presence. Protected land as 
a legacy for futu re generations along with kind words and unselfish 
deeds create a most precious memoriaL 

The Ahrens' thoughtful contribution will be used to further 
KL T's land stewardship efforts. Ensuring the preservation of our 
natural and cultural heritage for future generations is a wonderful 
memorial to two people who were very special and who each enjoyed 
the outdoors. I know I am Joined by my mother and sister-In-law in 
saying thank you. 

Joyce Wolf 

P. O. Box 1116 ... Lawrence, KS 66044 

KL T Offers Testimony 
Before Jefferson County 

Commission 

At the February 27th meeting 
of the Board of County Commis
sioners of Jefferson County, two 
representatives of KL T offered 
testimony regarding the proposal 
to permit a sand-dredging opera
tion in the Kansas River near the 
border with Douglas County. 

KL T's vision for the valley and 
its belief that such a project could 
be detrimental to the valley envi
ronment was expressed by the 
Board of Directors at the planning 
meeting held on February 12, 
1995. Thus they directed KL T to 
communicate those concerns to 
the commissioners. 

Anticipating that others in at
tendance at the meeting would 
elaborate on the environmental, 
river - and traffic-safety concerns, 
KL T's director, Joyce Wolf fo
cussed on the vision of the Kaw 
Valley Heritage Project. 

She explained that the con
cept of the project essentially 
asks the questions: "What and 
where are the unique natural and 
cu ltural resources of the valley 
that should be preserved for fu
ture generations? And, once 
those areas have been identified, 
where are the appropriate Sites to 
locate residential, commercial 
and industrial development?" 

Unless these questions are 

(913) 749-3297 
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given serious consideration, we 
will continue to lose our most im
portant natural and cultural re
sources to unplanned growth and 
development 

The Kaw Valley Heritage Pro
ject supports planned growth, 
with preservation of our special 
resources to enhance the quality 
of life for the entire area. 

Sarah Dean, KL T Treasurer 
and Jefferson County resident, 
also provided comments to the 
commissioners. She empha
sized how our rivers had changed 
from when she was a chi ld and 
used the Smoky Hill River for 
swimming and fishing. Ms. Dean 
pointed out that since that time 
there has been increasing con
centrations of pollution from ur
ban, industrial and agricultural 
sources. She said : "We can't 
take them for granted - we must 
protect our rIVers." 

She pOinted out that we have 
choices - we can ruin them, 
drain them, pollute them or silt 
them until they literally disap
pear .. . or we can judiciously and 
carefully plan for their wise use 
and our long-term collective plea
sure. 

Posing a series of questions 
to the commissioners, she urged 
them to get the answers to area 
residents' concerns before pro
ceeding with such a precedent
setting action. Specifica lly she 
asked if th is type of development 
enhances county property values 
compared to using the river re
sources for tOUrism-based eco
nomic development She asked 
them to consider the long-term 
effects of what they were being 
asked to approve. 

Many opponents of the project 
proposal spoke of the singular 
opportun ities for river-based 
recreation that the Kansas River 

offers in this part of the state. 
Those who canoe th iS part of the 
river warned of the dangers that 
dredging equipment poses for 
them. 

Lance Burr, an attomey and 
KL T member who lives close to 
where the operation would be 
sited, reminded the commission
ers that at one time the National 
Park Service placed this portion 
of the river on a list of those 
which were eligible for scenic 
river deSignation. 

It was also pOinted out that 
this particular stretch of the river 
provides valuable habitat for 
roosting and food-gathering activ-

Kansas Rivers - We 
have choices: we can ruin 
them, drain them, pollute 
them or silt them until 
they literally disappear ... 

or we can judiciously and 
carefully plan for their 
wise use and our long 
term collective pleasure. 

Ities by wintering Bald Eagles 
which are listed under the En
dangered Species Act as a 
threatened species 

Nearly all who spoke said that 
there were less environmentally
damaging alternatives that 
should be considered at more 
appropriate locations. They 
voiced the opinion that this cer
tainly was not the only site where 
sand could be obtained. Because 
of the unique characteristics of 
the Kansas River, especially at 
thiS point, they recommended 
denial of the request 
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At the end of the meeting, the 
commissioners voted unanimously 
to defer their decision, saying that 
because it was a complicated deCI
sion they fe lt they needed more in
formation. They especially wanted 
the opportunity to obtain the findings 
and results of a public hearing that 
the US Corps of Army Engineers 
wi ll convene later this sprtng. 

Hear Yel 

Nominations for KLT Board 
of Directors Being Accepted 

Because of the delay in getting 
this issue to you, the election se
quence is somewhat off schedule. 
However, as provided in the by-laws 
for the Kansas Land Trust, the 
membership is to be soliCited for 
nominations for directors for the 
1995-96 year. Accordingly, any 
member In good standing may sub
mit a name(s) to the secretary of the 
board no later than April 30, 1995. 

In order for the nomination to be 
valid, it must also be accompanied 
by the signatures of at least 25 
members of the Kansas Land Trust 
Those names thus submitted wil l be 
added to the nominating committee 
report. 

Please mai l the nominations to 
Ernie Eck, KL T Secretary, c/o P 0 
Box 1116, Lawrence. KS 66044-
8116. 

If you have questions or com
ment~, you make reach the KL T di
rector at 913-749-3297 
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Project Nicodemus, Inc. 

The executIve director of the Kansas Land Trust met late last fall with representatives of the Nicodemus 
Histoncal Society and the NatIOnal Trust for Histone Preservation to discuss optIOns and strategIes which would assist 
the socIety In funhenng its plans for restorauon of histone sites withrn the town of N icodemus. 

The Society is currently working with the National Park SefVIee which has provided technical assistance U1 

formulating enablmg legislation which will recognize the town of Nicodemus, founded In 1877, as the only remammg 
western town established by African-Americans during the Reeonstrucuon period fo llowing the Civil War. When passed, 
the bill will establish the Nicodemus National Historic SIte. It also would proVIde funds for restoraUon and 
interpretation of certain historic strucrures within the town site ll1clud.ing: the First Baptist Church, the St. Francis Hotel 
the Nicodemus School District Number 1, the African Methodist Episcopal Church, and the Township Hall. 

Aside from the needs directly related to preservation of these historic structures, the antIcipated influx of tourists 
to the area WI ll place additional burdens on an already weak or non-existent infrastructure of the town Therefore, 
considerable fInancial resources are being sought for paving streets, installing sidewalks and a septic system. 

Because of KLT's expertise in working WIth landowners who have granted conservation easements, our role may 
to ease the concerns of landowners who may be approached WIth the proposal to place an easement on their property. 
For more mformation WIlle to : Project Nicodemus, Inc .. R. R. #2, Box 135-0, Nicodemus, KS 67625 

W elcoming New an d Thanking Renewing Members 
A hearty welcome to those w ho recently j oined the Kansas Land Trust and our sincere thanks 
to those mem bers w h o continue to support our land conservation work. 

Helen & David Alexander 
Lawrence 

Mary Y. Allen - LaM ence 
G. Kenneth Baum - Kansas City 
Alan Black - LaMence 
G. Bossenga & C. Strikwerda 

Lawrence 
Roger & Jan Boyd - Baldwin City 
Marilyn T. Brodt - Lawrence 
liz Brosius - Oskaloosa 
Scott W. Campbell- Lecompton 
Betty Jo Charlton - LaMence 
Jolm & Lois Clark - LaMence 
Clark Coan - Lawrence 
Myrl C. DWlcan - Topeka. 
Oliver Finney - Lawrence 
Harlan E. Forslund - Topeka 
Paul & Reva Friedman - Lawrence 
Roy & ~11 Gridley 

Lawrence 
Doug Guess _. Lawrence 
Nancy S. Hambleton - Lawrence 
Charlotte Hargis - Shawnee 
Lisa Harris - Lawrence 
Richard & Aisla Higgins - Paola 
Stephen & Marcia Hill - Lawrence 

Wes Jackson - Salina 
John Lee & Ja..'1et I\1ajure 

Lawrence 
Martin Jones - Topeka. 
Doug & Janet Krueger 

Lee 's Summit 
Michael Laird - Kansas City 
Dr. Leo Lauber - Eudora 
Bob & Joy Lominska. - Lawrence 
Sondra McCoy - Lawrence 
Sally McGee - Lawrence 
Chris & Sandy McKenzie 

Lawrence 
Janice Melland - Lawrence 
Clarice Mulford - Lawrence 
John & Gloria Neuenschwander 

Hoxie 
Jack & Elaine Oruch - Lawrence 
Howard G. Palmer 

S1. Louis, MO 
Lowell C. PauJ - Lawrence 
Jim Power & K. T. Walsh 

L1wrence 
Milton Reichart - Valley Falls 
linda Akin Renner 

Long Beach. CA 

Bill Riley - Manhattan 
Philip Schrodt & Deborah Gerner 

Lawrence 
Elizabeth A. Schultz - Lawrence 
John M. Simpson - Fairway 
Kathleen Slaymaker - Wichita 
Charles Stough - Lawrence 
Sandra L. Strand - Lawrence 
Jolm K. & Joan Strickler 

Manhattan 
Gary & Diane Tegtmeier 

Westwood 
Bob Timm & Barb Clauson 

LaMence 
Bill Tuttle - Lawrence 
Lynn & MaIjorie VanBuren 

Topeka. 
Rosemarv Weber - Wichita 
Paul Weidhaas - Manhattan 
Paul Willis - Topeka 
Frank W. Wtlson - Lawrence 
Don Worster - Lawrence 
Nonn & Anne Yetman 

Lawrence 
Tudy Youngberg - LaMence 
Dale Zinn - Denison 
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The land conservation work of the Kansas Land Trust is one of the most cost effective ways of working 
cooperatively with landowners who wish to protect their remnant prairies, threatened wetlands, woodlands, 
riparian corridors .lIld fannland at the edges of sprawling cities. Please use the form below to join KL T or to 
send a contribution (0 help offset the expenses we incur as we work to plan and implement the Kaw Valley 
Heritage Project. Our primary support comes from our members who have continued to invest in our land 
conservation work. If you aren' t a member, we invite you to join the Land Trust today. 

Name -----------------------------------------------------------------------
Address ---------------------------------------------------------------------
City ___________ _ State ---- ZIP 

Phone ------------ -
Send your ta.'\-deductible contribution to : Kansas Land Trust, P. O. Box 1116. Lawrence. KS 66044 

___ S25 Member ___ S~O Supporter ___ $100 Protector _ S~OO Benefactor _ Other 

_ I'm already a member. Please arrange for the person whose name I've written above receive a 
complimentary issue of the KL T newsletter. 

Kansas Land Trust 

P. o. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Non Profit Organization 
·.s. Postage 

PAlO 
Lawrence. KS 66044 

Penrut No. 190 
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From the Director's Corner 

Rain or shine, we hope you'll be able to join us at 2:00 pm Sunday, 
June 11th for the dedication ceremony of KL 1's second conservation 
ease ment. Kelly Kindscher will lead a prairie wildflower walk following 
the ceremony Please see the next column for details. 

I also want to take this opportunity to remind our members, both new 
and continuing, that the Dorothy Akin Memorial Prairie will be nearing 
its peak of summer beauty soon You can reach it by going south off 
K-10, east of Lawrence, on County Road 1057 to Road 1150 North and 
then going west about 04 mile to the top of the hill Not only is the 
prairie magnificent, robed in its splendid wildflowers, but the view of 
Douglas County from the hilltop is wonderful as well - enjoy! 

Since February, we've spent considerable time working on various as
pects of our Kaw Valley Heritage Project. It was heartening to hear the 
testimony offered at the May 16th public hearing on a Kansas River 
sand-dredging proposal I believe the evening was a watershed event 
w hic h signaled area residents' enthusiastic and overwhelming commit-

, ment to preserving the best of this a re a's rem a ining natural resources. 

For those of us at the hearing who have been promoting the concept of 
the Kaw Valley Heritage Project, it was gratifying to hear the kinds of 
remarks made by Mike Ducey, a member of the Kansas Canoe Associ
ation. We thank him for allowing us to use the text of his comments to 
the U.S Army Corps of Engineers. It epitomizes the appreciation many 
of us share for the Kaw River Valley and our desire to retain its unique 
character as a legacy for our children and grandchildren. 

The eloquent expressions of support for portection of our unique natural 
resources stand in stark contrast to frequently heard claims that voters 
in the fall election provided a mandate to dismantle laws that provide 
environmental protections and assurance of clean air and water. It was 
certainly clear that those present who expressed their opinions publicly 
care deeply about preserving the Kaw River Valley and want to protect 
it from intrusions that will adversely affect water quality, cause added 
bank erosion, exacerbate riparian woodlands loss, negatively impact 
wildlife populations and certainly cause major safety concerns for ca
noeists. 

Finally, I want to draw your attention to a new service provided by the 
Land Trust Alliance. In this issue of KL 1's newsletter, you'll find infor
mation about land related proposals pending before Congress or being 
considered as part of'the reinventing government process. I hope you 
. find the information useful. 

Joyce Wolf 

p, 0, Box 1116 '" Lawrence, KS 66044 '" 

Prairie Easement Dedica
tion and Wild110wer Walk 

Beginning at 2:00 pm on Sun
day, June 11, 1995 we hope many 
members and friends of the Kansas 
Land Trust will join us as we cele
brate our second conservation 
easement and will participate in a 
prairie wildflower walk led by Dr. 
Kelly Kindscher. Kelly will share his 
vast knowledge about the edible 
and medicinal uses of prairie plants. 

The property is located in north
west Douglas County and the ease
ment on it is significant for a num
ber of reasons: it contains a small 
population of Mead's milkweed, 
listed as threatened under the En
dangered Species Act. It is also 
special because it is in a rural resi
dential subdivision and its new own
ers, Mehrdad Givechi and Nadereh 
Nasseri, agreed to the stipulation 
that the easement be granted as 
part of the purchase agreement. In 
other words, protecting the prairie 
was not a deterrent to the property 
being sold. 

To reach the prairie, go north on 
Kasold Avenue from 6th Street 
(Highway 40) to Douglas County 
Highway 438 and follow it west 
(parallel to the interstate) to Road 
900 East, turn north and go 1/2 
mile, then west on 1850 Road 1/2 
mile to Road 850 East. Follow 850 
East then turn onto Twin Ridge 
Road and watch for KL T signs to 
the prairie . 

(See map on next page.) 

(913) 749-3297 
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Land Use Information from the Land Trust Alliance 

The Land Trust Alliance is pro
viding a new service to sponsoring 
member trusts. The following is in
formation provided recently by L T A 
on several items under considera
tion by Congress or the Clinton Ad
ministration. 

Funding/Budget Cuts 
As Congress and the Adminis

tration seek to reduce the deficit, 
most vulnerable are the discre
tionary domestic programs which 
make up a small percentage of the 
budget but are the easiest to cut. 

Among those being considered 
for elimination in the "Reinventing 
Government" initiative is the Habitat 
Restoration grants of the U S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service's Partners for 
Wildlife program 

In a phone interview with a U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service employee, 
we learned that Kansas landowners 
have received cost-share monies for 
fencing to protect riparian areas 
from overgrazing, for wetland cre
ation and restoration projects, for 
work on bottomland hardwood 
forests, and to protect habitat for 
threatened and endangered 
species. 

USFWS has also cooperated on 
Outdoor Wildlife Learning Sites 
(habitat restoration projects at 

Kansas schools), and assisted in 
restoration and enhancement 
work at places like the Baker Uni
versity Wetlands near Lawrence. 
L TA is urging Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt to reconsider the elimina
tion of the grants. 

The Farm Bill 
One of most far-reaching bills 

due to be revised during this ses
sion of Congress is the Farm Bill. 
The 1990 bill expires at the end 
of the year and will be replaced 
by a new version. 

In addition to setting farm policy 
regarding agricultural crop subSI
dies, it includes provisions Within 
the agricultural and Forest Ser
vice sections to pay for or encour
age private land protection 
through conservation easements, 
and financial assistance for land 
management. 

While much attention is gener
ated by discussion of price sup
ports, there has also been con
siderable attention to the fact that 
the original 1 O-year contracts of 
the Conservation Reserve Pro
gram will soon begin to expire. 

L TA says there is general sup
port among environmental groups 
to target the set-aside acreage to 
sensitive resources so that the 

benefits for non point source pollu
tion prevention, wildlife habitat en
hancement, and wetland restoration 
will be maximized. 

Takings 
As part of the "Contract with 

America", the House passed legis
lation to change the law on federal 
takings of private property. 

Currently, compensation under 
the Constitution's Fifth Amendment 
is reqUired only when governmental 
action eliminates Virtually all of the 
value of property. 

The House-passed bill requires 
compensation when a federal action 
under the Endangered Species Act, 
the wetlands provisions of the Clean 
Water Act and the Farm Bill, and 
other specific laws regarding water 
rights reduces property value by 
20% 

The Senate recently held a hear
ing on legislation introduced by 
Senator Dole that would req Uire 
compensation when any federal ac
tion reduced property value by 33%. 
Under the Senate bill, a change in 
agriculture policy that reduces sub
sidies and thus the value of farm
land, for example, is arguably a 
compensable taking The Senate 
will likely hold additional heanngs 
before moving on this bill 
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A Vision of the Kaw River 

t the May 16th public hearing on 
the proposal to establish a sand
dredging operation on the Kansas 
River near Buck Creek in Jefferson 
County a representat ive of the 
U S Department of the Interior's Fish 
& Wildlife Service and National Park 
Service was Joined by representatives 
from the KS Department of Wildlife 
and Parks, the Kansas Water Office, 
KS Water Authority. and the KS Bio
logical Survey - all of whom recom
mended that the permit application 
should be denied. 

FollOWing their testimony, mem
bers of the public were invited to 
make comments. More than 40 per
sons signed cards Indicating that 
they wished to provide comments, 
unfortunately. the meeting was 
lengthy and some had to leave be
fore presenting their ideas. 

What follows are the thoughts 
hared by Mike Ducey, Lawrence, at 

the public hearing 

I would like to share a few thoughts 
WI th you regarding the value which the 
Kansas River has for people like myself 
and my family, and , I think, for a lot of 
others as well For me, it is a place of 
peace and beauty, a place to which one 
can steal away, maybe for just an hour, or 
for a morning, or morc - a place where 
one can get away from the nagging 
stresses of our pressure-packed world and 
get back in touch with the basic elements 
of sun and water - and back in touch 
with one's self. 

Sometimes one can do this just sitting 
amidst the trees along the bank, watch
Ing the recurring games the current plays 
as It seeks to find its way to the sea. For 
me, the nver' s therapy is more effective 
when I am tloating slowly and silently 
llong in my canoe, watching the world 
drift by, and feeling the tensions wash 
away downstream. 

A few of the members of the 
Kansas Canoe AsSOCIation are what I 
call adrenal in Junkies who live only for 
the thrill of paddling down scary white 
water rapids. But most of us saner 
types are interested in waters of a 
calmer sort. For us, to pause in an 
eddy and watch a wading heron pa
tiently waiting for the opportunity to 
spear a minnow with her lightning bolt 
beak provides a high degree of sus
pens and drama. And to see an eagle 
swoop low and make a grab for a fish 
in the shallow current provides enough 
of a thrill to last for a week. Some of 
us are such dull folks that just stop
ping on a sand bar and poking around 
with a stick for fossils car ;xovide an 
hour's worth of excitement. 

In fact, some of the most thrilling 
things that happen on the river involve 
no human activity or effort at alL Just 
being there to observe them is enough. 
The chill of early morning, with the 
sun panymg and thrusting at th.:- r:1 0V
ing misl present a scene which cannot 
be contained by a canvas hanging in a 
gallery; and no VIdeo can do justice to 
the glorious shades or a fading sunset, 
with an unbelievably huge full moon 
edging over the other horizon while the 
mOIst night-smell of the nver begins to 
find its way first into your nostrils, and 
then into your conscIOusness. 

At times like these you can look 
around, breathe in, and think that it 
wasn't much different from this when 
members of the Lewis and Clark expe
dition paddled and poled up these wa
ters in a side excursion on their expe
dition up the Missoun . But as beauti
ful as these river sights and sounds are, 
there is something terribly deceptive 
about them. They can almost trick you 
into thinking that they are timeless -
that, like the current, they ""rill con
tinue to go on forever. But they are 
not timeless; they last only for as long 
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as we preserve them Unfortunately, 
they can be barushed with the stroke of 
a pen on a pennlt, and the river is sud
denly transfonned into another stretch 
of industrial blight and devastation that 
IS not only llilSlghtly but unsafe to 
travel. 

I have a young grandson who is just 
about ready to pick up his fIrst paddle. 
r hope to be able to share some of these 
river sights and sounds with him, to be 
with him, sitting by an evening fire on a 
sand bar when he hears the yip of a coy
ote or the hoot of an owl for the flrst 
time The se tion of the river above 
Lawrence i beautiful place for him to 
learn to love and respect the natural 
world. I sin erely hope it is not about 
to t _ converted into another industrial 
ditch like all the other stretches of the 
river where dredging in now allowed. 

To penn it dredging in this stretch of 
the river is to effectively close it off It 
is to say, "Unsafe!" You cannot go up 
and down thiS nver any more! " To al
low dredging on this stretch of river is 
to say to our sons and daughters that 
natural beauty doesn't really matter -
that it ' s just not worth preserving. It is 
to say to our grandsons and grand
daughters that the rich variety of life 
and beauty that this river has to offer 
this community IS not worth more than 
eight cents a ton. 

There is something profoundly 
wrong with our priorities if we put that 
kind of a price tag on a priceless com
modity and allow it to be sold out from 
under us. Huge sections of this river 
have been rendered unfit and unsafe for 
human enjoyment already, and the re
mainder has already been sufficiently 
abused and degraded. Please, let's pre
serve those stretches that are left. They 
are a rare and precious resoW'ce which 
we cannot afford to sell am 
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}vfead's MilJc.veed, a piant 
species listed as threatened 
under the federal 
Endangered Species A ct. 
Small populations of this 
plant occur on both tracts 
of native prairie which 
have been protected by 
conservation easements 
granted by the landowners 
to the Kansas Land Trust. 

Please Note : Autographed copies of Kelly Kindscher's books "Edible Wild 
Plants of the Prairie" and "Medicinal Wild Plants of the Prairie" will be 
available for purchase at the June 11, 1995 wildflower walk. 

We will also have all sizes (Medium, Large, X-Large and XX-Large) of the 
Kansas Land Trust T-shirt available for purchase at the walk. 

Dr. "-'elf." Kindscher, 
ethnobotomst, shares his 
expertise about medicinal and 
I!dible uses oj prairle wildflowers 
during the June 1994 wildflower 
walk on the Dorothy Akin 
,'vlemoriul Prairie. Dozens of 
specIes were presen t on the 
praine including: Prairie 
coneflower, Prairi e phlox, 
Catclaw sensitive brier Lead 
plant and many others. We 
expect this year's walk on 
SundJY. June I Jth to bejllst as 
interest mg. 
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Welcoming New and Thanking Renewing Members 
A hearty welcome to those who recently joined the Kansas Land Trust and our sincere thanks 
to those members who continue to support our land conservation work. 

Jim & Marge Ahrens - Topeka 
Anne Cerf - Lawrence 
AJan J. CigJer - Lawrence 
Tate & June Collins - Lawrence 
Frank & Marie Cross - Lawrence 
Sarah & Ray Dean - Lawrence 
Blian Donahue - Bennington 
Victoria Foth - Lawrence 
Sidney A. Garrett - Lawrence 
Rachel Greenwood - Frankfort 
Brad Guess - Eudora 
Martha Hagedom-Krass - Berryton 
Rudolf Jander - Lawrence 
Richard Johnston - r .awrence 

Kansas Trails Council - Fredonia 
Kelly Kindscher - Lawrence 
James W. King - Overland Park 
Ron & Carol Klataske 

Manhattan 
Robert & Betty Lichtwardt 

Lawrence 
donna luckey - Lawrence 
Marsha Marshall - DeSoto 
Ross & Margaret McKinney 

LaVVTence 
Rich Niebaum - Madison, WI 
Harold & Melissa Rosson 

Lawrence 

Ann & Bob Russell, Jr. - Lawrence 
W t:bster Schott - Lake Quivira 
Schwrun Food Company 

Lawrence 
Diane Simpson - Lawrence 
Fred & Lilian Six - Lawrence 
Michael Stubbs - Eskridge 
Robert Sudlow - Lawrence 
Of ley & Toni Taylor - Lawrence 
Gloria ·Throne-Watowa 

Lawrence 
Paul & Halnet Wilson - Lawrence 
Frances M. Zillner - Lawrence 

Please return this ballot by Friday, June 9, 1995 for counting at the annual and special meeting of the Board of 
Directors which will be held to fill the terms of those board positions which are expiring and to select officers 
for the following year. 

Whereas the nominating committee has selected the below listed persons to be retained as membt:r-directors; 
the nominating process has been clost:d; and there have been no nominations from the members in good 
standing of the Kansas Land Trust, I vote for the following to be retained as member-directors on the board of 
directors of the Kansas Land Trust. 
Please vote for no more than five. 

r-----------------------------------------------
_ Brian Donahue should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust board of directors. 

_ Kelly Kindscher should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust board of directors. 

_ Leo Lauber should bl! retained on the Kansas Land Trust board of directors. 

Marsha Marshall should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust board of directors. 

Diane Simpson should be retained on the Kansas Land 'tnlsl board afdirectors. 

Please maillhis ballot to: 
Kansas Land Trust, Inc. 
p. 0. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

The ballot must be received by Friday, June 9, 1995. 

-----------------------------------------------~ 
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The land conselvation work of the Kansas Land Trust is one of the most cost effective ways of 
protecting special Kansas landscapes. 

Please use the fonn below to join KL T or to send a contribution to help offset the expenses we incur as 
we work to plan and implement the Kaw Valley Heritage Project. Our primary support comes from our 
members who have continued to invest in our land conservation work. If you aren't a member, we invite you 
to join the Land Trust today. 

Name --------------------------
Address ____________________________________________________________________ __ 

Ci~ ____________________ _ S~te ------ ZIP 

Phone ----------------------
Send your tax-deductible contribution to: Kansas Land Trust, P. O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044 

_ $25 Member _ $50 Supporter _ $100 Protector _ $500 Benefactor ._ Other 

_ I'm already a member. Please send the above-named person a complimentary issue of the KL T 
newsletter. 

K ansa.s Land Trust 

P. o. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Non Profit Organization 
U. S Postage 

PAID 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

Pemlit No. 190 
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The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit organization that protecrs and preserves lands 
of ecological, historic, scenic, agricultural or recreational significance in Kansas. 
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Second Easement Celebrated June 11, 1996 

Following weeks of drenching rains, the day of the 
dedication of KL T's second easement could not have 
been more perfect. The prairie wildflowers, of course, 
were magnificent and the tidbits of lore shared by Kelly 
Kindscher as he led the wildflower walk were fascinating 
as always. We were especially pleased to see so many 
neighbors of Mehrdad Givechi and Nadereh Nasseri join 
us for the celebration. KL T again thanks them along with 
Rich Niebaum and Kim Forehand, sellers of the tract, who 
stipulated the easement as part of the condition of sale of 
their property. 

When asked why they selected their particular lot In 
Twin Ridge Heights East, Nadereh replied that it was the 
presence of the prairie on the tract that tipped the scale 
in its favor. Clear1y, the sellers' easement stipulation was 
not a deterrent to this conservation-minded couple. KL T 
is most gratified by how this easement demonstrates the 
compatibility of protecting ecological areas within residen
tial developments. 

Standing in their priaire amidst a profusion of 
Echinacea blooms, Nadereh Nasseri (left) and 
Mehrdad Givechi (center) receive a certificate 
of appreciation from Bill Ward, KL T President, 
in recognition of their gift of a conservation 
easement to the Trust. 

Recreation Plan for Kaw Clears First Hurdle 

At its June meeting the Kansas Water Authority approved the request of the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks to conduct a feasibility study for development of a recreation plan for portions of the 
Kansas River. 

The Water Authority Is an advisory panel of citizens and representatives of agr1cultural. munIcipal and 
industrial water-user groups which provides recommendations to the governor for State Water Plan Fund 
project expenditures. Although no State Water Plan Fund monies were requested for the feasibility study, 
State Water Plan Funds will likely be sought when approval of implementation of the plan is requested. 

Thus, this approval of the KS Water Authority is just an initial step on a very long journey toward ob-

P. O. Box 1116 • Lawrence, KS 66044 • (913) 749-3297 
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taining funds to actually imple
ment a recreation plan for the 
Kansas River. Public support for 
the plan will be critical to win 
funding approva l. 

Because this was, however, a 
very important first step, the 
Kansas Land Trust sent a letter to 
John R. Best. Chairman of the 
Authority, stating its reasons for 
supporting the proposal. 

KL T reminded the Authority 
that the Kaw offers unique recre
ational opportunities for the entire 
northeast part of the state. It has 
been designated cri tical habitat 
for Bald Eagles. Combining 
these characteristics it could prcr 
vide an extraordinary resource for 
wildlife watch ing and recreation
based entrepreneurship. 

Other states aggressively mar
ket their ability to attract tourists 
who want to watch wildlife and 
have a chance to participate in 
related activities. 

A document developed by the 
state task force on Texas nature 
tourism entitled: "Nature Tourism 
in the Lone Star State: Economic 
Opportunities in Nature" states 
that nature tourism is one of the 
fastest growing segments of the 
travel industry - not just in 
Texas, but globally. In that state 
alone, tourism is a $23 billion do~ 
lar a year business. 

The report goes on to say that 
in recent years, the most signifi
cant market growth in nature 
tourism has been in "non-con
sumptive" activities like wildlife 
and bird watChing, nature study 
and photography, backpacking, 
hiking, boating, camping, canoe
ing, biking, and similar pursuits. 

Dollars that tourists spend cir
culate through a local economy 
several times. Tourism-based 
economic development makes 
relatively few demands for 

schools, add itional police and fire 
protection etc. 

If Kansas Is to compete in this 
tourism marketplace, it must nur
ture a greater value and regard for 
its natural resources. We must 
foster a greater understanding of 
the connections among quality of 
life, natural resource preservation 
and nature-based tourism. In such 
a setting. proposals to reserve the 
Kaw for recreation or to establish a 
tallgrass prairie preserve wi ll find 
greater public support. 

Kansas Land Trust 

KL T congratulates the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife and Parks 
for their initiative on the Kaw. De
velopment and implementation of 
a recreation plan will be crucial to 
ensure long-term preservation of 
the natural beauty of stretches of 
the Kaw. It will help preserve Its 
character. When implemented, 
the plan will help keep the Kaw 
available for recreation. It will be
gin to move the state in a more 
favorable position to compete for 
nature and recreation tourism. 

"Dhe ~h laug-hs in Jhwers. " 
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 

This youngster found the sunlit prairie wildflowers 
perfect for gathering to make a small bouquet. 

May there be wildflowers for future generations. 



Kansas Land Trust 

From the Director's Corner 
Kl T's easements have contributed a small portion to the na

tionwide land-preservation movement. A survey conducted in 
1994 by the land Trust Alliance (l T A) showed 1095 land trusts 
have 892,332 individual members. land protection strategies 
utilized by land trusts vary considerably. Sixty-four percent 
have accepted donations of land, while 54% reported accepting 
donations of easements. Forty-four percent say they have pur
chased land; and only 13% purchase easements, the least-used 
land protection strategy. 

The same issue of the l TA Exchange which contained the 
results of the survey also carried a commentary by its preSident, 
Jean Hocker. We believe it very well expresses why Kl T's work 
continues to be needed in Kansas. Hockers perspectives on 
future challenges faCing communities all across the country are 
distilled in this statement: • ... we must also instill a widespread 
understanding that open land is essential to our social and bio
logical well-being and that its conservation can be achieved 
without divisive controversy and costs." 

Kl T's Kaw Valley Heritage Project mirrors those goals. To 
be successful the Heritage Project will require an informed, in
Volved, broad-based alliance of citizens who share a common 
vision. 

The Heritage Project will challenge us to adopt a new view of 
Kansas and its natural resource base. As a transplanted 
Kansan who has come to love our expansive prairies, gorgeous 
sunsets, and shaded streams, I believe too many of our citizens 
have perceived Kansas through ·Oz-ian" eyes - that Kansas 
Is stili In black and white and the rest of the worid Is technlcolor! 
Too many seem to hold the notion that Kansas has litue to offer, 
not only our own citizens, but the outside world as well! 

The Heritage Project will ask participants to nurture within 
themselves and others a sense of place. To treasure our 
unique and significant resources. To consider what we want to 
preserve for future generations. Toward that purpose, in this 
issue we begin a series of articles on open-space preservation. 
We'll highlight the strategies other areas have employed to pro
tect their open spaces and significant resources. A common 
characteristic among successful land-conservation efforts is a 
foundation built upon public consensus. 

Kl T is eager to begin the process of establishing a common 
vision through the Kaw Valley Heritage Project. With the tech
nical assistance of National Park Service personnel, we will 
reach out to form partnerships among interested groups and in
dividuals. We welcome our members active participation In this 
process. We hope you will respond favorably when we ~~d 
you an invitation to our planning meeting and ask you to JOin our 
efforts. 

Joyce Wolf 
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Officers, Directors Elected at 
Annual Meeting 

At the Kl T annual meeting the 
following persons were elected 
officers for the 1995-96 year: 

Bill Ward, President 
Kelly Kindscher, Vice-President 
Sarah Dean, Treasurer 
Ernie Eck, Secretary 

Additionally, the following nominees 
were elected directors of the Kl T 
Board for three year terms: Brian 
Donahue, Kelly Kindscher, leo 
lauber, Marsha Marshall, and Diane 
Simpson. 

We thank these dedicated 
volunteers who generously share their 
time and talents with Kl T. 

Volunteers Sought 

Interested in prairie wildflowers, 
scenic vistas, landscape art and 
artists? 

Kl T is seeking a few persons who 
are interested in working on a fun fund
raising project. If you'd like to assist in 
organizing an event that will combine 
the above-mentioned elements, then 
we'd like to hear from you. 

We'll need help with a variety of 
jobs typically part of any such event: 
phone calls, mailings, arranging for 
times, places and people, and most 
importantly publicity. If you'd like to 
assist with this project, please call or 
write: 

Kansas Land Trust 
P.O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 
913-749-3297 

Thanks! This will be a chance to 
get to know other KL T members and 
provide invaluable support for our 
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Open Space Preservation 
Minnesota Style 
(Number one in a series) 

Minnesota and Kansas both 
have agriculture as an important 
segment of their economies. 
Much of the beauty of both states 
is tied to the pastoral settings that 
their agricultural bases provide, 

The Land Stewardship Project 
(LSP), a nonprofit organization 
that works toward keeping the 
land and people together, has 
been a major sponsor of a variety 
of programs and initiatives which 
are aimed at strengthening rural 
economies and family farms. 

LSP has launched a program 
called Farm Beginnings which 
links young aspiring farmers with 
retiring farmers. It teams older 
farmers with a beginning one in a 
way that enables the young per
son to slowly build equity without 
incurring an unmanageable debt 
load. It establishes a partnership 
that gives the beginning farmer 
the training he needs to be able to 
make it on the farm in a self
sustaining way. 

This program has the potential 
to reverse the land ownership ra
tio between young and older farm
ers. It also provides a viable op
tion for retiring farmers who want 
to keep their land in active agri
cultural production. 

Additionally, LSP helped found 
a statewide land trust which initi
ated an effort called 1000 Friends 
of Minnesota. As part of this pro
gram, LSP has sponsored a se
ries of workshops that have 
brought nationally known land 
planners to their major metropoli
tan area - the Twin Cities of 
Minneapolis-St. Paul which is un
dergoing the same kind of dra
matic development in its suburbs 

as is seen in Kansas around 
Kansas City, Topeka, and Wi
chita. 

1 000 Friends groups have 
among their goals the manage
ment of growth and protection of 
urban area farmland. 

" ... someday their grandchildren 
will wake up and it will be wall-to
wall development." 

Randall Arendt, author of Rural 
by Design and Designing Open 
Space Subdivisions 

Kansas Land Trust 

statewide approach to planning. 
With statewide planning, local 
units of government still do their 
own zoning and planning , but do 
it under the umbrella of statewide 
goals - much like the Oregon 
model. 

LSP has had tremendous re
sponse to these initiatives stating 
in their newsletter that "there is a 
grassroots movement question
ing our current patterns of growth 
and looking for models that can 
be duplicated here." 

Recognizing that preserva-
'--___________ ----1 tion of open space is critically 

Henry Richmond, an Orego
nian and the originator of the 
1 000 Friends concept, believes 
that a majority of the social, ec0-

nomic, and environmental ills 
facing America today are con
nected to sprawling develop
ment. He says some of the ef
fects Include: 
• loss of job opportunities and 

increased welfare depen
dence for people living in the 
depopulated inner city; 

• conversion of prime farnlland 
and forests to urban uses; 

• increased auto pollution be
cause mass transit doesn't 
really exist in the suburbs; 
and 

• increased government costs 
because it's more expensive 
to install sewers and schools 
in fairty sparse population ar
eas. 

Some Minnesota politicians 
have recognized these land-use 
trends. Governor Arne Car1son 
named a Sustainable Develop
ment Initiative Settlement Team 
which worked with the state Envi
ronmental Quality Board to ex
amine growth management. At 
the end of a year-long study, they 
recommended adopting a more 

linked to protecting farmland, 
LSP this year is sponsoring a 
workshop with another well
known speaker, Randall Arendt, 
author of Rural by Design. He 
has also written Designing Open 
Space Subdivisions In which he 
demonstrates how development 
designs can include preservation 
of open spaces and small town 
character. 

Arendt uses development 
density projections to show local 
officials the possible outcomes of 
zoning and planning that wastes 
land. He says, ·We just have to 
show people what we are doing 
with zoning in their townships is 
designating everything: a shop
ping mall, a housing develop
ment or a parking lot and some
day their grandchildren will wake 
up and It be wall-to-wall develop
ment." 

Brian DeVore, Editor of the 
LSP Letter, confirmed in a phone 
interview that having long-term 
planning is essential to a suc
cessful open space preservation 
program. He said, "We could not 
have made any headway without 
assistance from far-thinking polit
ical leaders from both parties. 
We had support from both Re
publicans and Democrats." 
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-- President's Column 

Beyond the Numbers 
h::o 'Jea l/ Hocker 

President, Land TnLSt Alliance 

One of the most remarkable char
actenstics of IOday 's land trust move
ment is its unprecedented growth . The 
num er of land trusts has more than 
doubled in the last decade . Our 1994 
land UU5t survey found that the number 
jumped from 889 to 1,095 just between 
I and 1994, a gro",'th of more than 
23 percent. 

During that same four yea rs , the 
amount of land that land trusts have 
helped 10 protect (not including land 
conserved by national land truSts) grew 
from 2.7 million acres to over 4 million 
acres. 

When I d iscuss these numbers
with other conservationists, w ith 
reporters, with fundets, with policy mak
ers--dle inevitable question is, "Why'· 
What has caused such a rapid growth in 
land trust activitY' 

There are n~ scientific answers, no 
hard-and-fast data, But I believe the 
tremendous surge in land trust activity 
can be traced to at least four factors: 

A growing undc:r5taoding of the 
relationship between land use and 
environmental quallty, Enlightened 
people now recognize that open land is 
not just an aesthetic amenity. It is inte
grally linked 10 the quality of ground 
WJter and drinking ~ter, to air quality, 
10 biological diversity, and to maintain
ing the integrity of systems that we don't 
yet fully understand. The growing envi
ronm~a~ofthe~25y~ 
has given at least some people a new 
perspective on the importance of pre
serving open space, 

An increasing sense of ~cy 
that dmr h running out. The real escue 
boom of the 1980s, which turned wet
lands and farm fields into subdivisions 

and shoppi ng mJ lb . fo re\ l: ~nanged 
the char;mer f neIghborhoods and c0m

munities :md increased the urgency to 
save the open space and natural areas 
that remain. We thought we could bring 
up our ch ildren with the same oppor
tunities we had to explore wocx:led lots, 
to wade in nearby streams. t drive Iflto 

the country in a few short minutes . But 
we learned all too suddenly that those 
things might never be a part of the ir 
experience--or ours. 

: .The desire: to solve problelD5 
close to home and outside: of gov
en1menL Although land trusts are no 
substitute for sound public land use pol
icy and appropriate public ownership, 
their nongovernmental, flexible , prob
lem-solving approach to conservation is 
an attractive and increasingly successful 
complement to public conservation pn> 
grams. People can see the results of 
land trusts' efforts every day. They can 
even make a very real difference them
selves, by volunteering their time and 
expertise, The work land truSI5 do is tan
gible and rewarding. 

The gruwing IIvallabiHty of m0d
els and asslstance for land tru5ts. 
When land trusts formed the Land Trust 
Alliance in 1981, they created a center 
for a true land trust movement. That 
action, over time , has raised the visi
bility of land trusts, provided a source 
of essential in formation and training 
for starting and running successful land 
trusts, and established a national net
work of mutual support that has made 
starting and running land trusts a more 
comprehensible and comfortable thing 
to do. 

If these are at least plausible answers 
to the first question, the foUow up ques
tion, of course, is "What lies ahead for 
land trusts?" 

I do not have a crystal ball . But I 
know the nexx decade will bring exceed
ingly difficult Challenges for land con
servation. Creeping sprawl and chaot-

ie gro",'th will continue t thre;! en the 
open la.nd that SustalI1S bl I gical diver
sity, advances human health (born phys
ical and splfirual), and enriches our lives. 
We will need the broodesl possible array 
o f too ls to contain IrreverSIble los es 
of open space. 

Society must continue to set com
mon Standards and limits through sound 
environmental and planning regulation, 
But we must also instill a widespread 
undemanding that open land is essen
tial to our soda! and bioIogicl1 we1UJeing 
and that its conservation can be achteved 
without divisive controversy and costs, 

Uind truSI5, with their ~, prob
lem-solving approaches to land conser
vation, are already demonstrating jU5l 
that in conununity after conununity. In 
the decade ahead, and well into the 
twenty-f1I'St century, land trusI3 should 
become more and more cerura.l to land 
conservation in America. 

I believe we will see Ulnd t.rwts 

broaden their activities and influence. 
Land trusts will nO( only protect indi
vidual parcels of land. They will also 
educate children about the narura.l val
ues of undisturbed 1and. They will teach 
decision makers how to CllcuUlle the 
costs of growth and plan responsible 
u.ses of land. They will reach out to new 
constituencies and bridge gaps between 
divided factions in their conununities. 
They will be advocates for sensible laws 
that suppon sustainable conununitic:s, 

I believe this because land trusts 
are already doing all of these things, 
And change is coming rapidly. In the 
years ahead, the growth of land trusts 
will not be measured by nl.lJ1lbers alone, 
We have only begun to see what their 
grassroots determination and creativity 
can do. 

http:hard-and-fa.st
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Welcoming New and Thanking Renewing Members 

A hearty welcome to those who recently joined the Kansas Land Trust and our sincere thanks to those 
members who continue to support our land conservatin work. 

Tom O. Akin - Lawrence 
Robert Antonio - Lawrence 
Rex & Susan Buchanan 

Lawrence 
Mary Butterbrodt - Lawrence 
George W. Byers - Lawrence 
Jackson Clark - Lawrence 
Elizabeth Claus - Kansas City 
Clark Coan - Lawrence 
Dennis & Shiney Domer 

Baldwin City 
Clark Duffy - Topeka 
. Dick Dunhaupt & Patti Hackney 

Bainbridge Island 

Kansas Land Trust 

P. O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Rick Frydman & Amy Lee 
Lawrence 

Ginny & Dean Graves 
Prairie Village 

Steve Hamburg 
Peace Dale, NJ 

Thor & Elaine Holmes 
Lawrence 

Robert & Lynne Holt - Lawrence 
Chuck & Joey Magen -
Lawrence 
Bob & Pat Marvin -Lawrence 
Susan McRory - Boulder, CO 
Chanes & Mary Michener 

Lawrence 
Tim Miller - Lawrence 
Phil Minkin - Lawrence 
Jerome & Judy Niebaum 

Lawrence 
Dale Nimz - Lawrence 
Galen Pittman - Lawrence 
Charles Ricklefs - Lawrence 
Sandra Shaw - Lawrence 
Nancy Shontz - Lawrence 
Robert Sudlow - Lawrence 
Ann J. Thompson - Linwood 
Bill & Laurie Ward - Lawrence 
Ron & Joyce Wolf - Lawrence 

!'i'on Profit Organization 
U.s. Postage 

PAID 
Lav.Tence. KS 66044 

Pennit !'i'o. J 90 
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of ecologIcal, historic, scenic, agricultural or recreational significance in Kansas. 

Fall 1995 

From the Director's Corner 
You will soon be receiving an invitation in the mail to attend 

our ?fficial public "'aunch" of the Kaw Valley Heritage Project, accom
panied by the brochure we wrote and helped design. We are so 
pleased b~ the res~lt of that work and are deeply indebted to many 
who contnbuted to Its production. 

Ke~in Dix~n of ~ropeller Creative Services did a masterful job 
of translating o~r Ideas, Into reality, We also are enormously grateful 
for the generosity of Mike Blair who contributed a magnificent photo 
of a bald eagle, Ken Highfill who allowed us to use his marvelous 
phot~ of. multiple eagles on the Kaw, and Craig Freeman who gave 
permission to use several of his wonderful close-ups of prairie wild
flowers . Had we not had the ir full cooperation, the brochure would 
have been ordinary. When you receive yours, I hope you'll read it 
carefully and utter a silent prayer of thanksgiving for these terrific 
gentlemen who each played a critical role. 

We also are indebted for the financial support and technical 
;:I<;sistance provided by the National Park Service (NPS) and its 

.Jers, T rai is and Conservaiion Assistance Program p~1 ::;onl1E:i. 
W~thout their willingness to fund printing of the brochure, it would not 
eXIst.. NPS will also playa critical role in facilitating the January 
meeting. 

I also want to add my personal thanks to Donna Luckey who 
r~po~s in this issue on a comprehensive book about land-use plan
ntng I~ the state of Oregon. It's the second in a series designed to 
acquaint our members with how open space is protected elsewhere. 

Fi~ally, I want to say welcome to many who responded to our 
presentations on the Kaw Valley Heritage Project. We've talked with 
several groups and many individuals who have given very positive 
feedback on the vision we describe for the Kaw Valley. 

In t~at. regard, you may have noticed the inclusion of our newly 
updated mission statement to our masthead. It describes the broad 
goals of KL T. But our work entails a much greater purpose and vi
sion . The vision we seek to create will nurture a real sense of place 
and stewardship of the land. Preserving prairies, wetlands, wood
lands and farmland are but a single component of our work. 

Success in the larger vision will require achieving a shared 
sense of stewardship of the land. The long-term ramifications and 
appropriateness of land-use decisions will be examined. It will mean 
that people will establish a new covenant with the land. 

We hope that through KL T's work we are encouraging stew
js who will embrace that vision and care for the land through land 

trust sponsored projects. 

P. O. Box 1116 * La~Tence, KS 66044 • 
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Conservation Easements 
and Tax Benefits 

KL T is frequently asked ques
tions about easements and tax 
benefits. Our response must al
ways include the caution that we 
cannot guarantee a tax benefit 
from the donation of an ease
ment. and that it is essential for 
each donor to seek professional 
financial counsel. Following cer
tain steps, however, will make re
ceiving tax benefits more likely. 

Critical Details 
First the easement must be 

donated or sold for less than fair 
market value. And it must be 
granted in perpetuity to a qualified 
organ ization, 

The easement must be 
granted solely for conservation 
purposes. There are detailed fed
eral guidelines that explain these 
criteria . 

The amount a property owner 
can deduct is determined by the 
value of the easement - gener
ally the difference between the 
value of the land before the ease
ment is granted and the value af
ter the easement's restrictions 
take effect. 

For example, if an owner has 
land that could be sold for devel
opment for $10,000 per acre, and 
with easement restrictions its 
value is reduced to $500 per acre, 
then the donated value is $9,500 
per acre. Thus for a ten-acre 

(contd. on p.4) 

(913) 749-3297 
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Planning the Oregon Way: 
A Twenty-Year Evaluation 

Second in a Series on 
Open-space Preservation 

A Book Review by Donna Luckey, 
KL T Board Member and 
Associate Professor, KU School 
of Architecture and Urban Design 

A Model for Statewide Plann ing 
This collection of articles rep

resents a wide range of perspec
tives prepared by academic 
"experts", planning consultants, 
and practitioners (lawyers, gov
ernment staff). The stated intent 
is "to facilitate a debate and syn
thesis between the perspectives 
of outsiders and insiders" (p-xi) 
regarding Oregon's Statewide 
planning structure. 

Initiated as Oregon Senate Bill 
100 and signed over 20 years 
ago, this Jaw ha p ovided a 
model and inspiration for other 
states as second generation state 
planning systems are adopted. 

The book provides an excel
lent review. both of the twenty 
years of experience and of the 
key planning issues. In addition , 
future challenges for Oregon and 
elsewhere are explored. These 
three areas will be briefly re
viewed with specific concern and 
analysis aimed at possible 
lessons for other regions or 
states. 

Urban Growth Boundary - A 
Key to Containing Sprawl 

The key concept in the f irst 
section , "Building the Oregon 
System," is the Urban Growth 
Boundary (UGB) policy, explained 
'I n Arthur- r' "1,,( ,.. ...... ""(" I""h ",",''''' ''' fl. ,... 
I II I \.J . j'l C I':)UII':) vll0t"LC I . T'\\.r 

cording to Nelson, a professor of 
planning at GIT, this is the only 

successful approach for contain
ing urban sprawl. 

The boundary simply "places 
an absolute limit on urban devel
opment. which is restricted to 
locations within the boundary. 
Land outside the UGB is avail
able for only farm, forest, or 
other open space uses" (p.25). 
This planning tool directly chal
lenges traditional economic and 
property assumptions about 
landowners' rights. 

Legislative and Local Support 
Key to Success 

The arguments presented 
clarify the economic need for 
growth management, as well as 
the affects of the UGB on urban 
land and housing markets, 
farmland preservation , and ur--
ban form. This method is a 
strong planning tool, which . if 
supported by state law and local 
planning, can effectively direct 
growth and urban development. 
The key here is the legislative 
and local support, both of which 
are necessary for land use plan
ning in this model. 

Land Use Planning Issues 
The middle section of the 

book reviews the specific land 
use planning issues and identi
fied goals for the state of Ore
gon. These include: housing, 
integrated transportation, re
gional public facilities siting, rural 
land policies and practices. and 
the future of timber towns. Many 
of these land use issues provide 
useful models and lessons. 

Rural Land Use Policies 
For th is brief review the rural 

I~n"" t lC' o. n .n 'il" io(.' , .., ill C"' on/o -:lC" 
TCJII U U ..:l:C; P V IIVI C \:) 'Wi ll v CI V~ CJ.~ 

the topiC for discussion as pre
sented by James R. Pearse, a 

Kansas Land Trust 

Professor in Resource Manage
ment at Oregon State. In Chapter 
8 Pearse gives a quick overview 
of the history of Oregon's state 
planning system. He then outlines 
the key issues which represent dif
ferences between state and local 
interests; these cover "resource 
policies affecting farm lands, for
est lands, wildlife habitat, wet
lands, and recently, ground- and 
surface- water resources" (p.164). 

Controversy Abounds 
The controversial policies for 

rural development within the state 
strategy include: "urban reserve 
areas outside urban growth 
boundaries (UGBs), rural residen
tial zones, unincorporated villages, 
and commercial/industrial land 
uses outside of UGBsn (p.164). 
Pearse concludes that this collec
tion of rural land use issues are 
the most controversial, and have 
preci itated many legal chal
lenges. 

Coalitions Overcome Barriers 
It is important to recognize two 

Critical paints which explain the 
support structure for Oregon's 
state levelland use planning. The 
first is the fact that many groups 
and coalitions are involved in the 
process--Ia n downers. envi ron me n
tal groups, elected officials, devel
opers. The success of any signifi
cant planning process Is, ar
guably, dependent upon the 
broad base of partiCipants, as well 
as their ability to respect and 
mainta in a wide range of positions 
on the various issues. 

1000 Friends of Oregon 
Acknowledging the tenaCity 

and broad 5Upport for the group 
1000 Friends of Oregon is 
paramount in understanding the 
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success of Oregon's land use 
planning history. 
, 

r 
Legislative Support Invaluable 
The second critical factor is the 
structure provided by the Oregon 
law. That Is, In addition to the 
courts and the legislature, there 
are several significant commis
sions established through the en
abling legislation: (1) the Land 
Conservation and Development 
Commission (LCDC): (2) the ad
ministrative arm of LCDC, the De
partment of Land Conservation 
and Development (DLCD): (3) 
the Land Use Board of Appeals 
(LUBA); and (4) the Joint Legisla
tive Committee on Land Use 
(JLCLU). 

Aside from the resultant al
phabet soup, the availability of dif
ferent forums for debate, as well 
as legislatively supported commit
tees, is critical in the evaluation of 
the success of trH:: iand uSe plan
ning process Oregon represents. 

Applicable Elsewhere 
What does all of this mean for 

land trusts, and for land use plan
ning elsewhere, like in Kansas? 
The third section of the book, 
"Perspectives and Interpreta
tions" , suggests some possible 
answers. In Chapter 11, John M. 
DeGrove looks at "The Impact of 
Oregon's Planning Program 
on Other States," while "A Rural 
Development Paradigm" for 
"managing the land between" 
constitutes Chapter 12, by Robert 
C. Einsweiler and Deborah A. 
Howe. DeGrove, from Florida, 
is well versed on state growth 
management, Einsweiler directs 
research at the LIncoln Institute 
for Land Policy, and Howe 

::. teaches planning at Portland 
v State University. 

Seven PrinCiples for Success 
There are seven points from 

Oregon's program that have been 
used by other states for growth 
management. DeGrove 
delineates these as: "1) consis
tency; 2) urban growth bound
aries; 3) the protection of faml 
and forest lands; 4) a positive af
fordable !'lousing strategy; 5) a fo
cus on economic development: 6) 
mandates for local government 
planning and regulation systems; 
and 7) . . . a watchdog group ... " 
(p.228). 

Florida, New Jersey, Maine. 
W ashington, Vermont and Rhode 
Island all show land use programs 
that have learned from Oregon 's 
pioneering experiences -- what 
does and doesn't work. 

Learning From Others 
When Kansas is ready to join 

the rest of the union through the 
adoption of enlightened !ar.d use 
planning laws, there will be many 
more examples to examine in ad
dition to Oregon's twenty plus 
years of experience. I suggest 
that any such proposal for Kansas 
must recognize all seven points 
outlined by DeGrove, as well as 
allow the state its comprehensive 
view while balancing with local 
perceptions and issues. 

Preserving Rural Landscapes 
Additionally, the systems 

strategies must be applied. 
Based on the "Land Between," 
Chanes Little's term discussed by 
Einsweiler and Howe, these 
strategies are especially critical to 
Kansas land use, addressing the 
area "between the edge of subur
ban development and operating 
agricultural lands" (p. 245). 

The alternatives discussed in 
this chapter to control develop
ment and its impacts on the rural 

landscape depend on an under
standing of systems and systems 
design. 

These key paints are clarified: 
(1) how we think about interven
tion as a systems strategy; (2) 
use categories; and (3) a variety 
of intervention techniques. The 
designed systems that are recom
mended include: (1) "systems 
that control geography, that use 
spatial bounding, and focus on lo
cation" (p . 225); (2) ·systems that 
control infrastructure and use it to 
grow from nodes or existing de
velopment" (p. 257); and (3) 
"systems that control by specify
ing performance" (p. 258). 

The Challenge 
Therefore, Oregon presents a 

multifaceted strategy: (a) to en
gage decision makers at local 
through state levels; (b) to under
stand land use as a response to 
different systems; (c) to develop 
a planning strategy that responds 
to these systems holistically; and 
(d) to find a balance between 
traditional property rights perce(>
tions and the need of the commu
nity as a whole. 

W hile other states have been 
able to respond to the experience 
Oregon provides us, Kansans 
have a significant road ahead. 
We should accept the challenges, 
engage the debate, learn and 
share our understanding about 
land protection and growth man
agement strategies, and develop 
a plan containing the necessary 
steps to move land use planning 
in Kansas forward. 

The book was edited by Cari A~ 
bott, Deborah House, and Sy 
Adler Corvallis, OR; Oregon State 
Univ. Press. 1994 (328 pp.) 
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tract, the donated value would be 
10 x $9,500 = $95,000. 

Another critical element to en
sure donation of an easement is 
tax deductible requires obtaining 
a qualified appraisal by a qualified 
appraiser. T iming of the ap
praisal must also meet IRS crite
ria . 

Limits on Deduct ions 
Taxpayers cannot entirely 

eliminate their tax liabilities 
through charitable contributions 
- no matter how large the gift. 
In general the limitation is 30% of . 
the adjusted gross income. 

Thus if the owner of the above 
property has an adjusted gross 
income of $50,000, 30 percent or 
$15,000 may be deducted against 
the federal income tax the fi rst 
year and the excess can be car
ried forward and deducted for the 

five succeeding years . 

Estate Tax Savings 
Although a family may wish to 

maintain their property in agricul
tural use, land that passes to 
succeeding generations is valued 
at its "highest and best" use. For 
instance, if the land is adjacent to 
developIng or already developed 
land, It will be valued at that 
higher use and heirs may have to 
sell all or a part of the farm to pay 
inheritance taxes. 

If, however, the land is pro
tected by an easement during the 
life of the owner, he/she will have 
reduced the value of the land and 
thus reduce estate taxes. By do
nating the easement during 
his/her lifetime, he/she would 
also benefit from reduced income 
taxes. 

On the other hand. if the 

easement becomes effective at 
the death of the owner through 
specifying it is his/her will , the full 
value of the donation is deducted 
from the value of the estate, 
thereby reducing estate taxes. 
Because the owner donated the 
easement at the time of death, 
no income tax benefits will be 
forthcoming. 

Seek Private Tax Advice 
KL T has a checklist which de

tails all of the items necessary to 
help ensure tax benefits. How
ever, the only way for donors to 
be certain that their easement 
donation is tax deductible is to 
seek a ruling from the IRS in ad
vance of granting the easement. 
Additionally, KL T highly recom
mends consulting your own 
lawyer or financia l advIsor who Is 
familiar wi th your tax situation. 

Kansas Land Trust T-Sh irts Stiii Avai lable 

All shirts are made from white 100% Cotton, pre-shrunk and generously sized . Price includes sales tax. Please add 
$2.50 for shipping for the first shirt and $.75 for each shirt thereafter. Design in full color shows an Upland Sandpiper 
atop post-rock limestone surrounded by a profusion of Kansas prairie wildflowers. 

Large. ________ @ $15.00each 

X-Large. _ ______ @$15.00each 

XX-Large. _______ @ $1 5.00 each 

Subtotal Due 

Shipping 

Total Due 

Please make checks payable to 
Kansas Land T rust. 

Name _____________ _ ________________ ______ __ 

Address ---------------------------------------------
City _________________ State ____ Zip _______ _ 
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Welcoming New and Thanking Renewing Members 

A hearty welcome to those who recently joined the Kansas Land Trust and our sincere thanks to those 
members who continue to support our land conservation work. 

Arthur A. Anderson - Lawrence 
Nancy Newlin Ashton 

Roma & Ralph Eanes Chanes & Tensie Oldfather 
Lawrence Baldwin City 

Shawnee Mission 
Linda Bailey & Ron Manka 

Fairway 

Emie Eck - Lawrence 
Oliver Finney - Lawrence 
Shirley & William J. Griffith 

Paradise Cafe - Lawrence 
Verdou & Helen Parish 

Derby 
Lawrence G. Kenneth Baum - Kansas City 

Marilyn Bradt - Lawrence 
Bill & Anna Busby - Baldwin City 
Lynn Byczynski & Dan 

Doug & Jean Guess - Lawrence 
Nancy S. Hambleton - Lawrence 
Larry Uri & Therese Jllka Uri 

Lowell C. Paul - Lawrence 
Milton Reichart - Valley Falls 
Lawrence Riverfront Plaza 

Lawrence 
Concordia Nagengast - Lawrence 

J(!c~son C!(!rk - Lawrence 
Suzanne & Joe Collins 

Lawrence 

Jerry Jost - Lawrence 
Jean Rosenthal - Lawrence 
Ann J. Thompson - Linwood 
Robert Timm & Barb Clauson 

Sarah & Ray Dean - Lawrence 
Kate Dinneen & Thomas Howe 

Lawrence 

Dr. Leo Lauber - Eudora 
Chris Lauver - Lawrence 
AI LeDoux - Holton 
Matthew 8. Logan - Salina 
Michael Maher - Lawrence 

Lawrence 
Cathy Tortorici - Lawrence 
Waters Edge, Deb Spencer 

Lawrence 
John A. Dunn - Kansas City 

Board Elections: 
Nominations by Petition 

Because this is the last newsletter for lendar 
year 1995, notice is hereby given for instructions 
for nominations to board pOSitions by petition. 

The nommating committee nas submitted its 
report. The following member-directors have all 
agreed to serve an additional three-year term: 
Lynn Byczynski. Sidney A. Garrett, Donna Luckey, 
and Bill Ward. 

Members and member-directors may also 
cause names to be added to the nominating 
committee report by submitting a written petition to 
the secretary (Emie Eck) requesting that a 
member's name be added to the nominating 
committee report. 

Such petition shall be valid ()n ty if it contains the 
signatures of 25 or more persons who are 
members or member-directors of the Kan~as Land 
Trust on December 31 st and the petition is 
received by the secretary on or before January 
31st. 

The ballot for the spring elections will be 
included in the winter 1995-96 issue of this 
~wsletter. Those ballots are to be mailed to the 

KL T secretary in March. Please watch for the 
baltot in the next newsletter. 

Sara h Woellhof - Topeka 

Opportunity to Meet KL T Staff, 
Board Members, Hear More 

About Conservation Easements 

On Saturday, February 17, 1996 KL T is 
planning an event for its members to get to know 
more about conservation easements, how they are 
used in various planning circumstances, and how 
they can provide tax benefits . 

As part of the program , members of the 
board and the executive director will give 
presentations deSigned to acquaint more members 
with the nuts and bolts of conservation easements 
and why they are such cost effective tools for land 
preservation efforts. 

We'll review our easement program and give 
a progress report on the Kaw Valley Heritage 
Project. We'll explain how easements can bring 
multiple benefits in land-use planning; they can 
provide open space preservation, habitat protection, 
and water quality enhancement. 

Nearer to the time of the program, we'll send 
invitations with the time and details of location. In 
the meantime. we hope you'll mark the date on your 
new calendar and plan to join us. 
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Why j oin? 
The Kansas Land Trust works cooperatively with landowners. other organizations and individual 
citizens to permanentfy protect land and natura l features in Kansas. We support opportunities for 
reasonable grmvth while conserving the natural and cultural resources that make Kansas a 
wonderful place to live. KL T's work is funded by memberships and special gifts. 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ __ 

Address __________________________________________________________________ _ 

City _____ _ ______ ____ ___ State ______ Zip _________________ _ 

Phone 

o Please check if this is a gift membership. 

_ $25 Membe" _ S50 Supporter _ $100 Protector $500 Benefactor Other 

Yeu may make your t3Y deductible check payable to : Kansas Land Trl!st and send to: P.O. Box 
111~ . Lawrenc~ . KS 06 44-8116. Than yo . 

Kansas Land Trust 

r. O. Box 1116 
Lawrence., KS 66044-8116 

~,on Profi t rgaruzatl n 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
l,a\wence. K 66044 

ermjr:\u 190 



Kansas Land Trust 
The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit organization that protects and preserves lands 
of ecological, historic, scenic, agricultural or recreational significance in Kansas. 

Winter 1995-96 

Please join us for a KLT 

Conservation Easement Workshop 

for members and other interested parties. 

Saturday, February 17, 1996 
1 :30 - 3:30 PM 

at the 

Lawrence Senior Center 
Northwest corner of 8th & Vermont Streets 

(Parking available north of the building) 

The agenda for the afternoon includes: 

Don Worster, KLT board member and environmental history 
author and scholar, will chair the meeting 

Joyce Wolf, KLT Executive Director, 
Overview of the Kaw Valley Heritage Project 

Panelists on Conservation Easements: 

Donna Luckey, KU School of Architecture & Urban Design, 
Using Conservation Easements as a Planning Tool 

Kelly Kindscher, KS Biological Survey, 
Identification and Preservation of Ecological Areas 

Brian Donahue, Education Director of The Land Institute, 
Learning from New England 

Leo Lauber, Founder of M-Pact, 
Tax Benefits of Using Conservation Easements 

Following the presentations there will be an opportunity to meet 
and visit with KLT board members while enjoying refreshments. 

Volume 7, No.1 

A Vision for the Kaw Valley 

The Kaw Valley will be a place 
where its people live with a strong 
sense of community. These people 
respect and sustain the valley's 
agricultural, social, cultural and 
natural heritage as they plan for 
and move into the future. The 
valley will be a place of farms and 
families; of neighborhoods, com
munities and cities; of industries 
and businesses; of wild places and 
recreation spaces; of sparkling 
rivers and creeks. The valley will 
grow and prosper as ils people 
conserve and preserve the places, 
traditions alld spiritual values that 
have taken rool in this varied land 
of streams, prairies and sweeping 
pastoral landscapes. In the Kaw 
Valley people will learn and build 
consensus to embrace the future 
while ensuring the continuance of 
the qualities that have created the 
Kaw's particular sense of place. 

Kaw Valley Heritage Project 
Launched January 25, 1996 

The statement above was crafted 
from the words and phrases used by 
represen tatives of ag ri cultura l, his
toric. environmen tal, recreation and 
civic groups; ci ty county, Slate and fed
era l governments; businesses; edu 
cators; students and private individu
als to describe the Kaw Valley in the 
first public meeting of the Kaw Valley 
Heritage Project, T hursday, January 

P. O. Box 11 16 * Lawrence, KS 66044 * (913) 749-3297 
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25th. Participants were asked what 
they hoped to achieve through the 
Heritage Project. They were also 
asked to describe in words and brief 
phrases their vision for the valley. 

Heritage Projects Elsewhere 
Early in the day, Barbara Nelson~ 

Jameson, a National Park Service em
ployee, shared her experiences and 
insights gained in providing technical 
assistance to a similar heritage project 
in Michigan sponsored by the Grand 
Traverse Bay Conservancy. 

Among the projects undertaken as 
part of the Michigan regional land 
trust's heritage project were: produc
tion of a video, coordination with the 
Resource Conservation and Develop
ment district, establishment of broad
based partnership agreements, publi 
cation of a Landowner's Handbook 
for the Mitchell Creek Watershed, 
quarterly publication of a new letter, 
long-term pre ervation of agricu lture 
and scenic land through the u e of 
purchase of development rights 
(financed by voter approved bonds) 
and an extensive greenway project. 

These impressive results were re
alized because a broad~based alliance 
of citizens, businesses, governmental 
units, organizations and educational 
institutions had come together to ar
ticulate a common vi ion and 'et 
forth common goals. 

Simi lar accomplishments are 
po ible for the Kaw Valley Heritage 
Project. Many specific ideas for 
projects and overall goals were 
recorded from the various ses ions . 

Establishing the Historic 
Perspective 

To establish a bit of the cultura l 
and natural resource history of the 
Kaw Valley, the opening session 
began with several presenters who 
shared stories, background informa-

tion, and their personal vision for the 
valley. 

Kelly Kindscher, assistan t scientist 
with the Kansas Biological Survey, 
provided background on the ecology 
of the area. Bill Maasen shared 
strategies being used to increase 
recreational opportunities in Johnson 
County; Sally Wright of Lecompton 
told about her family's historic roots 
that extend to the time of early 
pioneers; Steve Luck shared his 
thoughts as a native American 
student; and Dan Nagengast talked 
about creating a Sonoma-Valley-like 
vision for agricu lture in valley. 

Local Foods, Open Spaces Linked 
Thi latter vi ion will attempt to 

how that a return to the horticultural 
and agricultural practices once 
dominant in the area has the potential 
to invigorate rura l economies and to 
increas the land 's value for agricul 
tural usage. This strategy makes 
farmland far less likely to be sold for 
other purposes. Thus, it helps ensure 
pre ervation of the Kaw Valley's 
pastoral open spaces. 

Even though the meeting was held 
in mid-winter, Dan Nagengast of the 
Kansas Rural Center was able to 
bring together a bountiful selection of 
foods grown and produced in the 
Kaw Valley for the day 's lunch. 

Participants were treated to 
wonderfully crusty breads from 
Wheat Fields in Lawrence, hearty egg 
and chicken salads made from fixings 
from Creek Ridge Farm in Oskaloosa 
and Work omore Farm in McLouth, 
crunchy corn chips [rom Pendleton's 
Country Market in Lawrence, incred
ibly tender alad mix from Wakarusa 
Va lley Farm near Lawrence wi th 
blackberry vinega r from Treehouse 
Berry Farm in Eudora, and cider and 
apples from Wild Horse Orchard in 
McLouth . Specia l thanks to the 

Kansas Land Trust 

women of the United Church of 
Christ in Tonganoxie for the apple 
pies. Th remainder of the flavorful 
meal was prepared by Carol's Cater
ing of Topeka. 

Graves' Plan, KVHP Compatible 
Steve Adams, Kansas Department 

of Wildlife and Parks representative 
to the KansasfLower Republican 
River Basin Advisory Committee, 
provided information on Governor 
Grave' Water Quality Initiative for 
the Kansa, River watershed. In his 
presentation, Adams remarked at the 
many compatible goals between the 
Kaw Valley Heritage Project and the 
Governor's initiative. 

Facilitators Provide Neutrality 
Led by a team of trained facilita

tors provided by the National Park 
Service (NPS) and the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), partici
pants were divided into small groups 
to encourage each person to share his 
or her interests and vision for the 
valley. 

KLT appreciate this support and 
assistance provided by the NPS and 
EPA personnel. They did a masterful 
job of keeping the groups on track 
and helped en ure that no ingle voice 
or opinion was permitted to dominate 
a meeting-clearly a goal we must 
continue to strive towards in order to 
be successful in establishing broad
based partnerships. 

Planning Committee Expanded 
For the afternoon ession partici

pants were asked 10 attend one of five 
groups ba ed on their interest in agri 
culture, hi tory and culture, natural 
resource, recreation r water quality. 
A volunteer from each of these 
sessions was recruited to represent 
that group on the steering committee. 

Bob Russell. Dale Nimz, Scott 



Bill Ward had a 
big vision and a llIcid 
mhld. He was the 
president of the Kan
sas Land Trust alld 
his ideas, knowledge 
and wit will be missed, 
as Bill died from heart 
problems 011 Decem
ber 29. 

His vision was 
for socien;: to be pow
ered In) renewable en
ergy, including wind 
energt) devices he in
vented; to have homes 
built of local materi
als, including a straw 
bale hOl/se he was 
planning to build; and 
to have indllstnj and 
bl/sil1es ' lise environ
mentally friendly 
practices, incll/ding 
the laws Bill was up
holding as all attor
/ley for the E.P.A. 
Al1d for the Kansas 

In memoriam 
William H. Ward 

1946-1995 

watershed. Bill was a 
close friend, with whom 
I talked environmental 
politics and the Kansas 
Land Trus t over 
brunch, or dinner, or a 
beer at the Free State 
Brewery. We traveled 
one summer vacation 
with his wife, Laurie, 
across the region-
through the Rosebud 
Reservation, the Bad
lands, all the way to the 
top of Harney Peak in 
the Black Hi lls. 

When the Kansas 
Land Trust was being 
formed, I asked Bill to 
be one of ollr fou nding 
board members. As 
president, Bill Ward 
has brought the Kan
sas La nd Trzt st to 
where we are now-
uorking diligen tly to 

li se conservation ease
ments to protect sig

Lal1d Trust, Bill kept us focl/sed Oil protecting pmines 
and open space, especially in the Kansas RIVer valley 

lIificallt pieces of ollr landscape. We will miss him. We 
will carry em his visioll . 

Kelly Kindsc11er 
Assistant Scientist 

Kansas Biological Survey 

The sudden death of a friend and colleague reminds u that life is short, and that we mu t not p u t off the work 
that needs to be done. With Bill's death pr mpting us, the board and the member of the Kansas and Trus t have 
renewed our commitmen t to preserving the natural beauty of our sta te for future generati ns. 

Many people have made contributions to the Kansas Land Trust in Bill's memory . The Bill Ward memorial fund 
currently stands at $3,000. A special committe of the KL T board has been appointed to dete rmine how this 
money can best be used to further BiD's vision. An announcement will be made in a future n wsletter. The board 
extends its thanks to tho e who made contributions in Bill's name; a list of contribut rs is printed on the reverse. 



Memories of Bill Ward ... comments from h is memorial service January 2,1996 

On December 29. 1995. Kansas lost 
her mo t vis ionary envir nmental 
leader. and I lost a dear friend . 

Bill Ward. who died at the age of 
49. was an attorney who worked f r 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency . That 's one f those fac ts 
that doesn' t begin to describe the 
man's life or his contributions . In his 
public life, h founded , or co- ' 
founded. two of the state's most 
important conservation and natural 
resource organization . One of them. 
the Kansas Natural Resource 
Council . has been around since 
1981 . The other, the Kansas Land 
Trust, is m uch more recent. and 
works with landowners to preserve 
important tracts of land es ential to 
maintaining for posterity our natural 
heritage. 

What dr ve Bi ll was his commit
ment to democracy. B ill wa a small 

"d" democra t. H passionately bel ieved 
that democracy is the be ·t hope for the 
environment. The public , he knew, 
supported environme ntal protection. 
The best way to ecure that goal is to 
let the public run the show . That is, I 
believe, an enorm us idea which in this 
twis ted political climate i unusually 
refreshing . Special interest group and 
p liticians beholden to them were 
subjects o f BiH Ward's scorn . 

It was his allegiance t that idea 
which led him to conceive of the 
litigation again t the former Board f 
Agriculture. No e lected o ffi cials, B ill 
said , should be a llowed to regulate 
everyone in Kansas and not be account
able t the voters. A we all kn ow. 
Bill' s vision of a democratic Depart
ment of Agric ulture was realized las t 
year. 

The largest unfulfilled project on the 
table when Bill died was his dream o f 

A person would have had to truly go ne out of their way to have been 
enemies with Bi l1 Ward. In this stri fe-tom world we live in, what a blessing 
to know a person o f whom it could hone lly be said: "This was a peaceful 
man - th is was a man without enemies." 

Bi ll was a humanitarian and li beral in al l of its best meaning. No one who 
met or knew Bill would ever have accused him of being a lawyer. Y t of 
course he was. and it was no accident that his professional li fe's work was 
so longi tud inally dedicated to an area o f which there could be nothing more 
fundamental: that be ing, of course, the care and preservation of our earth 
home. Whether he was try ing to ave prairies or fig hting nuclear power 
plants. Bi ll 's entire career was ne-pointedly focused on noble aspirations . 

O thers ould peak of the many organizations to whom Bill so consis
tently gave his time and talents, but to me it all adds up to Bi ll being a 
person who yearned to do good. In the last year, especia lly, he had become 
preoccupied with looking for ways he could expand his ability to heal the 
planet and people on its face . Just recent ly. he was schemi ng of a way to 
buy a quant ity of big, thick, warm down comforters for need people; {he 
need for something so fundamenta l as phy ical warmth touching his gentle 
heart . 

Bi ll knew that his lime might come early, th.i know ledge being ever more 
intimate in the last few years . And while thi was unden iably somewhat 
troubling to him as it would be to mo t, it created a sweet del i acy in him 
during the last years of his life. That delicacy made him a joy to be with and 
I am cerl in it ' s now serving him well . 

I believe that Bill was an valved ou l and in the mid t of my ow n 
feeli ngs of missing hi m, and the c mpassio n I feel fo r all of you that must 
also bear this loss, I simply must be uplifted by what I be lieve to be the 
perfectly blessed journey on which Bi ll has been lovi ngly thrust. I know 
he's a ll right; may we all wish him Godspeed. God bl ss you, B ill Ward . 
God bless us a ll. 

Mark Meers 
Prairie Village, Kansas 

creating a way to make the natural 
heri tage of the Kansas River valley 
meaningful to the citizens f 
northeast Kansas . Bill was con-
cern d about the ecological threats 
posed by commercial sand dredging. 
He supported establishing a recre-
a ional orridor in and along the 
ri ver for hikers and birdwatchers and 
hunters and fishermen and c noeists 
and kayakers and bicyclists. He also 
thought that the Kaw Valley itself -
its history with the Indian Nations, 
its settlement by pioneers , its once
famous diverse small agricul tural 
base, the weal th of species which 
lived h r and the native prai ries 
whi h fostered all life - that all this 
should be commemorated and 
hon red in a Kaw Valley Heritage 
project. 

Bill Craven 
Kansas Natural Resource Council 

Topeka, Kansas 

Wi ll ianl Blake said "Pay attention 
to the minute parliculars ." Bill 
Ward paid attention to the minu te 
particul ars . He stopped one time 
in Matfie ld Green and gave me a 
reciprocat ing saw that his father 
had had . and he al 0 helped me 
dig a basement that day . And that 
was right alo ng with everyth ing 
else , wh ich included the big 
picture. 

AId Leopold saId that nothing 
so important as an ethic is ever 
written; rather, it evolves in the 
mi nd of a thinking ommunity . 
Only the mo t naive student of 
history believes that Moses 
ac tua lly wrote the Deca logue. 
What he did was summariLc an 
al ready existing ethic for a 
seminar. The th inking commu nity 
of which Bill Ward wa' a part i 
mostly here today. and the ethic is 
e o lving. 

Once Bill to ld me that he was a 
Kaw Valley chauvinist. That WfJ ' 

20 years ago. Bi ll is a person who 
has been an inspiration to help 
build the ethic. 

Wes Jackson 
The Land Institute 

Salina, Kansas 



The board of the Kansas Land Trust joins with many of Bill Ward's friends in promoting the estab
lishment of a recreational corridor along the Kansas River. Reprinted below is a copy of a letter on thi 
subject from KLT President Donna Luckey, who was elected to fill Bill' position at the board's January 
meeting. The board urges KL T members to also write the governor and their legislators asking them to 
support the recreational corridor. 

Kansas Land Trust 
The Kansa,t l.and Trost IS a nonprofi t organizatIon that protects and preserves lands 
of ecological. hIstoric. scenic. agrictlltural or recreational significance in Kansas, 

p , O. Box 1116, Lawrence KS 66044·8116 (9\3) 749-3297 

January 17, 1996 
Eua.tnw Vm tor 
~A. Wolf 

80ard M __ ",&'n 

l.ynn 8>'tZ)'1UIn 
Sonb S. Deoo 
Ow Donahue 
I!mlel!d: 

,olney A. 0tI=tt 
I(.Uy K.ind>chrr 
l.ro Laub<r 
Donna Luckoy 
Monha Manboll 
ou..:.. Simpoon 
DooaId Wonta' 

Honornble Bill Graves 
Guvemor, State of Kansas 
Second floor. Slltte Capitol Building 
Topeka., KS 66612 

re: Tnlmte to Willilllll II Ward a10ns the Kansas River Corridur 

Dear Governor Graves: 

On December 29, 1995. Kansas lost one of her most visionary envirocmentallcaders. Bill Ward, from 
Lawrence, wbo co-founded R/ld served severnl ye81S as the president of the KansBS Natural Resource 
Council, died unexpectedly at the age of 49, Dill also helped found the Kansas Land Trust. and at the 
tunc of b.is death was serving I\S president for this group. IIIlIl writing to ask your personal assistance 
in helping e:ttoblisb 8 hULinS tribute to Dill Ward 

One of Dill's many interests WBS in establishing a corridor in and along the Kansas River, 
protecting the natural fl()d cultural heritage of the KAw VAlley from Junction City to the 
Missouri River confluence. In particular, this idea emphASizes a r~crelltional corridor from Manhattan 
to LawTence. The Land Trust is willing to ofT~r iLs expertise in working with priVAte landowners to 
cooperate with the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks to establisb beller access to the river for 
recrealionRi purposes. We appreciAte your wllter qunlity initiatives for the KansAS River. We hope 
your administrAtion willlldopt R slrons position in favor ofenhanciog the river's capacity to provide 
greater reerClltional opportunities for K8J1.~ans and visitors I\.S well. 

To honor Dill Ward and his many accomplishmcnLs 00 behalf of KRIlSas' natural and cultural 
resources. his farmly, friends. nnd the state's environmental community nrc proposing that the 
Kansas River corridor be protected in b.is honor and memory. W ask that you support any 
legislation that moves to implement this proposAl, and that your aJminislration act quickly to 
make the corridor II reality . This support will be a critic!!l step in establishing this tribute to a 
Kansan wbose aceomplishmenLs will stand the test of time. 

The Kansas Land Trust hns already received priv!!te dODations, as has the Kansas Natural 
Resource 'ounei! , to help move this project and the protection oflhege Kow Valley resources 
forward. TIle state's cnvuonmental community will applAud your efTorts to work with us on 
behalf of saving Lbe KRIlS8s River corridor On behAlf of the Kansas Land Tru.st . and in 
memory of DiU Ward, I want to thank you for your belp with this request 

Sincerely, 

cJt.,,--~ 
donna luckey, President 0 
Kansas Land Trust 



Memorial Fund contributors 
The following peopJe have made contributions to the Kansa Land Trust in Bill Ward's 

memory. Other who wish to contribute may end checks marked "BiB Ward Fund" to the Kansas 
Land Trust, PO Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044. 

Greg & Jill Allen, Lawrence 
Tim & Lucia Amsden, Prairie Village 
Ella Ruth Aufranc, Overland Park 
William & Roberta Barnes, Shawnee Mission 
Margaret E. Barnett, Wichita 
Duane Buckley Family, Wichita 
Lynn Byczynski & Dan Nagengast, Lawrence 
Robert O. Dalton, Wichita 
John & Cindy Dalton, Overland Park 
Sarah & Ray Dean, Lawrence 
Meredith A. Farnan, Overland Park 
Sidney Garrett, Lawrence 
Ellen S. Goldman, Leawood 
Diane R. Hershberger, Kansas City 
Rebecca L. Himes, Independence 
Patricia K. Hirsch, Lenexa 
Paul and Helen Hodge, Wichita 
Roberta T. Jakowatz, Wichita 
Kelly Kindscher, Lawrence 
Jane Kloeckner, Lees Summit 
Dewayne Knott, Sugar Creek 
John Lee, Lawrence 
Carolyn & Doug Lindsey, Wichita, for the Pike 
family: 

E. & E. Pike 
D. & J. Palenz 
B. & P. Shellito 
C. & D. Lindsey 

Marsha & Ric Marshall, DeSoto 
Willis & Marian McCorkill, Lawrenc 
Alice Packer, Wichita 
Phillip S. Page, Kansas City 
John & Rita Ricks, Kansas City 
V.L. & Rosemary Roush, Kansas City 
Lawrence & Lisa Shepard, Shawnee 
Diane Simpson, Lawrence 
Martha Rose Steimcamp, Leawood 

Mary Martha Stevens, Olathe 
Diane Stohlman, Kansas City 
Diane & Gary Tegtmeier, Westwood 
Donald & Janet Toensing, Overland Park 
Marjorie L. Turrell, Shawnee Mission 
K. T. Walsh & Jim Power, Lawrence 
Mayme Pearl Ward, Wichita 
Dianna J. Whitaker, Kansas City 
Ron and Joyce Wolf, Lawrence 
David Wristen, Leawood 
Robert D. Xidis, Lenexa 
J. Glen Yager, Parkville 



Kansas Land Trust 

Campbell, Gary Satter and Tom 
tlunlZinger are to be commended for 
their willingness to assume these 
responsibilities. 

They will join a group that cur
rently consists of representatives 
from: KLT, the Kansas Rural Center, 
KU School of Architecture and Urban 
Design, KS Department of Health & 
Environment, KS Department of 
Wildlife & Parks, KS Historical 
Society, KS Water Office, Lawrence 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, Mid
America Association of Conservation 
Districts, U.S. Environmental Protec
tion Agency, U. S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service, U.S. Geological Survey and 
the National Park Service. 

Beyond Traditional Borders 
As part of the proceedings panici · 

pants were asked to think beyond city 
and county border , to con ider 

interrelated issues on a regional basis, 
and to begin to build a broad alliance 
of interested citizens and representa
tives of organizations, educational 
institutions, businesses, industries 
and governmental entities willing to 
take on these challenges. 

Lofty Goals and Aspirations 
As part of the morning break-out 

sessions, each participant was asked 
what he or she hoped to achieve 
through the Kaw Valley project. 
Some ideas listed could be achieved 
with relative ease, others clearly will 
be of a more long-term duration but 
all were captured in the sense of 
direction embodied in the vision 
statement. 

Those who attended the meeting 
wil l receive a detailed report of th 
various project ideas shared, goals 
hoped to achieve and Ii I of allen-
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dees to assist in networking among 
the groups and individuals repre
sented. 

What's Next? 
Each of the interest groups will 

meet to gain fur ther ideas for a report 
to be sent to steering committee 
members. They will be asked to think 
of specific project ideas that realisti 
cally can be achieved in a short-term 
time period and also other projects 
that will take a longer time to accom
plish. They will be asked examine 
potential interconnections between 
projects that cou ld be ' hared" by 
more than one of the interest groups. 

Those idea wi ll be brought to the 
steering committee in late March for 
further con ideration, ideas for possi
ble fu nd ing sources and consideration 
for recommendation for adoption. 

Please return this ballot by Wednesday, March 20 1996 for counting at the annual meeting of the Board of Directors which wil l be 
held to fill the terms of tho e board position which are expiring and to select officers fo r he fo llowing year. 

Whereas the nominating committee has selected the below listed persons to be retained as member-directors; the nominating process 
has been closed; and there have been no nom inations from the members in good standing of the Kansas Land Trust, I vote for the 
following to be retained as member-directors on the Board of Directors of the Kansa Land Trust. 

Pleasc VOIC for no more than three. 

r------------------------------------~ I 
I 
I 

_ Lynn Byczynski should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors. 

_ Sidney Garrett should be retained on tile Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors. 

_ Donna Luckey should be retained on the Kansas Land Trust Board of Directors. 

Please mail this ballot to: 
Kansas Land Trust, Inc. 
P. O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

The ballot must be received by Wednesday, March 20, 1996. 

Please check your mailing label for the expiration date of your membership to assure that you are a 
member in good standing and eligible to cast a ballot. 

I 
I 

~------------------------------------~ 
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Why join? 
The Kansas Land Trust works cooperatively with landowners, other organizations and individual 
citizens to permanently protect land and natural features in Kansas. We support opportunities for 
reasonable growth while conserving the natural and cultural resources that make Kansas a 
wonderful place to live. KLT's work is funded by memberships and special gifts. 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Address __ ----------______________________________________________________ __ 

City ____________________________________ State _______ Zip _________________ _ 

Phone ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

o Please check if this is a gift membership. 

$25 Member _ $50 Supporter 

o Please check if this is a Bill Ward Memorial 
contri b uti on . 

$100 Protector $500 Benefactor Other 

You may make your tax deductible check payable to: Kansas Land Trust and send to: P.O. Box 1116, 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116. Thank you . 

Kansas Land Trust 

P. O. Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

Details Inside! 

1tion Easement Workshop 

'lruary 17, 1996 

Non Profi t Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

Permit No. 190 



Kansas Land Trust 
The Kan sas Land Tru st is a nonprofit orga/lizatio/l that protects and presL'rl'L's lands of 

ecolor;;ical, historical, scenic, agricultural or recreatIOnal significal1ce in Kansas. 

Spri ng 1996 Volume 7, Number 2 

Join us for a walk on he prairie June 1! 

The Akin Prairie, 17 acres of lInspoiled native prairie, ... vill again be tlte site of oKallsas wild Trust wildflo\\'t'( walk. 

The Kansas Land Trust will host a wildflower walk at 
the; Dorothy Akin Memorial Prairie at I :30 p.m . on 

atu rday. June I. The walk will be led by Kelly Kindscher, 
a KL T board member and author of Medicinal Wild 
Plants of the Prairie. Kelly will introduce you to the 
hi story . lor and beauty of our nati ve prairie wildflo wers 
at a time of year when they are at thei r mo t glorious. 

he walk al 0 will showcase the Dorothy Akin Prairie, 
a be, lIti ful l7-aere nat ive tallgrass prairie, which land
ow ner Tom Akin has pre crv ed for the future in memory 
of hi late wife , Do rothy, a great love r of prairies and 
flowers . The Akin Prairie is the first conservation ease
ment granted to the Land Trust and it is an impressi ve 

example of good stewardship and the po sibilities that 
exi. t for land preser ation when landowners work with 
easements . 

Plea e join us promptly at I :30 a J yce Wolf, KL T 
executive director, will give a bri ef update on KL T 
aeti vities. Refreshments wi 11 be prov ided . Copies ofKel\y's 
books and Land T Il.l st T-shirts will be available for 
purchase . 

The directions: From K- IO east of L:.I\vrenc • go south 
on Highway IOS7 to Road 1150 North : turn right (west) 
and go 0.4 miles to the top of the hill. The prairie is on the 
south side of the road . Please park along the north side of 
the road . ~'" 

PO Box 1116 Lawrence, Kansas 66044 913-749-3297 



........ ------~-------------------------
Bill Ward fund designated for easements 

Bill W ard , the pres ident of the 
Kansa$ Land T rusl , died ofhe:art prob
I 'ms n December 29, I 995, .at the: 
al!c of 49. But hi s work ~ . earned on 
b\' his many friends, famil y me:mbe:rs 
. - . 1 . • '''ciates who ha\'c c ntnbu te:d 
,lO u LI S ..., Th B 'II W d to KL T in his menlo ry. e: I ar 

k mori;.ll und now ·tand: at $5,600. 
ince Bill' s dea th, the KL T Board 

has cons ide red ma~y ptl o ns fo r 
~'lw ndi llg the: memonal fu nd money. 
Every sugges tion has been thoroughly 
d i:-cussed in the contex t of the q ues
tio n: " Is thi s what Bd l would want us 
tu J ')" S ince many board ':1em bers 
were long-time per. onal friends ~f 
B ilt. e very d iSCU SS ion has led to re ml
ni 'ic ing and story-tdllng about the 
man whose visio n helped c reate the 
bnd trust. . 

Ul timately , the b ard decided that 
Bi ll would want the bo rd to focus on 
KL 1's mai n purpose: t acqu ire con
servation asement on land that de-
erve to be protected for future gen

erati ns. To that e nd, th b ard has 
ag re d to a progr m of i~ent.i fying 
ecologica lly or otherW ise s ignificant 
parcel s of land an? appro~ch ing the 
landowners ith InfOrmatIOn about 
easements . A the first part of the 

proj ec t, the board is uS.ing land use 
maps to identify these pIeces of land . 
Next , the na mes o f the owners of the 
parcels wi\l be obtained from lan.d 
records in county courthouses. F I
nally, the board hopes to rec ru it KL T 
me mbers who know these landown-

ers to introduce them to thec ncept of 
easeme nts. The board also has ' \lo
cated some money to produ e a high
quality package o f information ab ut 
the be nefi ts o f ea ements that can be 
pres nted to land wners who express 
in teresua-

Letters to KLT about Bill Ward 
"Bill Ward was a very special persOIl -- warm, caring and very 

dedicated to the ellvironinent and to his fellow h ~lman beings. We ,vill 
miss him." 

Beverly and Howard Rosenfeld, Lawrence 

"I remember Bill from almost 30 year ago as an intelligent, hard 
working, humoro/ls f ellow. He obviously has accomplished much and 
his efforts and presence will be greatly missed. Please lise this contri
bution to contin ue yOll r fine work in his honor. " 

Bob Dalton, Denver, Colorado 

"This is in memory of our and your good friend and hero Bill Ward. 
I hope he has slipped out of a hole in the ozone layer and can keep an 
eye on [h e big picture for all of us. With our thanks for your nobl.:. 
works. " 

K.T. and Jim, Lawrence 

"May the Creator richly bl ss your efforts to pr serve and protect this 
beautiful world we have been given. " 

Robert B. Ward, Knoxville, IA (Bill 's twin brother) 

From the director 's corner 
By Joyce \Volf 

KL T has b n very busy this 
spring. We are working on several 
pres rvation projects \ hich we' ll be 
ab le to announce when the easements 
are fi nalized. Additionally, the board 
has com mit ted to work on projects 
wh ich wi ll enhance KL T's visibility 
and fund-ra ising capac ity . We also 
a re planning to launch a con.centrated 
e ffo rt to se lire con ervatlOn ease
ments on significan t prairie and wood
bnd areas. Your continued support 
makes thes efforts poss ible and we 
are g ra teful for that assistance . 

W are also mo t appreciative of 
those who have cont inued to send 
KL T contribut ions in Bill W ard's 
mem ry. The Memorial Fund has 
rece ived more than $5600 from Bill's 
frie nds, fami ly and business associ 
ates. The notes that have accompa-
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nied some donations r mind u of th 
considerable impact that Bill had on 
the Kansas conservation community . 
B ill 's d reams were lofty . He left a 
s ignifican t legacy. We can best honor 
his memory by continuing to pursue 
his vision and aspirations for KL T. 

KL T mem bers and friends are 
encouraged to participat in our an
nual Wildflower Walk on the Dor
othy Akin Memorial Prairie . KL T is 
pleased to be ab le to offer this service 
to its members . Ke\ly Kindscher's 
tour provides a wonderful opportu
nity to see Kansas prairie wildflowers 
up close and to hear about their cul
tural uses. We are also grateful forthe 
hospitality of Mr. Akin for a llowing 
this use of the prairie tract. 

Welcome to Cathy Tortorici, 
KL T's newest board member, and 
thanks to others who have graciously 
agreed to serve as officers and direc-

tor fo rthe coming year. KL T's b ard 
is an acti vely involved and c mmit
ted group of indi iduals who olun
tee r their time and ta lents for proje ts 
and efforts a imed at our goal of pre -
ervation of significant Kansas land
scapes. 

F inally I want to ex press my thanks 
to the persons who have been partici
pating in the Kaw Valley Heri tage 
Project planning meeti ngs. Sub om
mi ttee members have been d iligent in 
their commitment to the tasks at hand. 
Considerable progress has been made 
since the January workshop and the 
prospect for even greater success is 
very promising . The goal s in lude 
work to refocus on the Kaw, its val
ley, and the con nectednes' among 
valley res idents through increased 
public awareness of Kansas natural 
and cultura l resources .~a-

Kansas Land Trus t, Spring 1996 



Bill Ward fund designated for easements 
Bill Ward . t h~ pres ident of the 

Kansas Land T rust , died of heart prob
k ms on Dccembl!r 29, .'995, at the 
ai:! c of 4 . But his ~vork IS ~arned on 
b\ his many fne nd . fanlll) members 
.• . 1 J.s·' oc iates who ha\"t~ contnbuted 
,Inu . .> B'IIW d 
to KL T in hi s me mory. The I ar 
t-. !cm rial Fund noW stands at $5,600. 

S ince Bill' s dea th. the KL: T Bo~rd 
has co nsi d ' red many ptlons fo r 
srw nd ing the memon al fund money . 
l ~ \cry sugge ·tion has been thoroughly 
I ' ' u' scd in the ontex t of the ques-u l::'C ., . ld 

ti n: "Is thi s what Bdl wou want us 
to do')" S ince many board members 
weft:: long- time p~ r. onal f[len ds ~f 
Bill. Cvt: ry diSCUSSion has led to remi
ni scing and story-tel lt ng about the 
nlJ.n whose visio n helped create the 
land tru st. . 

Ul timately, the board decIded that 
Bill would want the board to focu on 
KL T's main purpose : to acquire co n
servation asements on land that de
serves to be protected for future gen
erations. To that end, the board has 
agreed to a program ?f ident.ifying 
ecologically or otherwise slg~lficant 
parcel s of land an? approa.chmg the 
IJ.ndowners with IIlformatlOn about 
easements . As the first part of the 

project, the board is using la~d use 
maps to identify these pieces ot land. 
Next, the names of the owners of the 
parcels will be obtained from land 
records in county courthouses . FI
nally, the board hopes to recru it KLT 
members who know these landown-

ers to introduce them to the concept of 
easements. The board also has allo
cated some money to produce a high
qual ity package of information about 
the be nefits of easements that can be 
presented to landowne rs who ex press 
inte rcsl.~ 

Letters to KLT about Bill Ward 
"Bill Ward was a very special person -- warm, caring and Vel} 

dedicated to the environment and to his fellOlv human beillgs. We will 
miss him." 

Beverly and Howard Rosenfeld, Lawrence 

"[ remember Bill from almost 30 year ago as an intelligent, hard 
y'v'orking, humorous fellow. He obviollsly has accomplish ed much and 
his efforts and presence will be greatly missed. Please use this contri
bution to continue yOllr fine work in his honor." 

Bob Dalton, Denver, Colorado 

"This is in memory of our and your good friend and hero Bill Ward. 
[ hope he has slipped out of a hole in the ozone layer and can keep an 
eye on the big picture for all of us. With our thanks for your noble 
works. " 

K.T. and Jim, Lawrence 

"May the Creator richly bless your efforts to preserve and protect this 
beautiful world we have been given. " 

Robert B. Ward, Knoxville, IA (Bill 's twin brother) 

From the director 's corner 
By Joyce Wolf 

KLT has be n very busy this 
spring. We are working on several 
preservation projects which we'll be 
able to announce when the easements 
arc finalized. Additionally, the board 
has committed to wurk on projects 
which will enhance KL Ts visibility 
and fund-rai sing capacity . We also 
are planning to launch a con.centrated 
l" ffort to secure conservatIO n ease
ments on significant prairieand wood
land areas . Your continued support 
makes these efforts possible and we 
are gratefu l for that ass istance. 

We are also most appreciative of 
those who have continued to send 
KL T contributions in Bill Ward's 
memory. The Memorial Fund has 
rece ived more than $5600 from Bill's 
friends, fam ily and business associ
ates. The notes that have accompa-
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n ied some donations remind us of the 
considerable impact that Bill had on 
the Kansas conservation community. 
Bill's dreams were lofty. He left a 
significant legacy. We can best honor 
his memory by continuing to pursue 
his vision and aspirations for KL T. 

KL T members and friends are 
encouraged to participate in our an
nual Wildflower Walk on th Dor
othy Akin Memorial Prairie. KL Tis 
pleased to be able to offer this service 
to its members. Kelly Kindscher's 
tour provides a wonderful opportu
nity to see Kansas prairie wildflowers 
up close and to hear about their cul
tural uses. We are also grateful for the 
hospitality of Mr. Akin for allowing 
this use of the prairie tract. 

Welcome to Cathy Tortorici, 
KL T's newest board member, and 
thanks to others who have graciously 
agreed to serve as officers and direc-

tor forthe com ing year. KL T' board 
is an actively involved and commit
ted group of individuals who vo lun
teer their time and talents for projects 
and efforts ai med at our goal of pr s
ervation of significant Kansas land
scape . 

Finally I want to express my thanks 
to the persons who have been partic i
pating in the Kaw Valley Heri tage 
Project planning meetings. Subcom
mittee members have been diligent in 
their commitment to the tasks at hand. 
Considerable progress ha been mad 
since the January workshop and the 
prospect for even g reate r success is 
very promising. The goals include 
work to refocus on the Kaw, its val
ley, and the connectedness among 
valley residents through increased 
public awareness of Kansas natural 
and cultural resources.~ 
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Kaw Valley Heritage Project gathers momentum 
Since the first workshop in Topeka 

on Jan. 25, the Kaw Valley Heritage 
Proj e c t has been moving ahead 
qui kly . The National Parks Service 
and the En vironmental Protection 
Agency both have announced that 
passage of their budaets wi ll pennit 
fund ing for so me of the projects. Sub
committees have met and presented 
ideas to the stee ri ng committee . M ost 
important, part ic ipants are getting ex
cited about the poss ibilities for pre
serving the Kansas R i ver Valley's cul
tu ral, histori ca l, recreationa l, scenic 
and agricultural resources . 

Th steering committee is no w 
working on a partnersh ip ag reement 
among the g roups invo lved, design
ing a logo for the project , and com
pleti ng a survey to identify volun
teers' skills. KLTs director will work 
to fonnalize the Cooperati ve Agree
ment wi th NPS in the next few weeks. 
Both KL Tand the Kansas Rural Cen
t r wi ll work with EPA to id ntify 
proj ects that will be elig ible for fund
ing from their budget. The next steer
ing committee meeting is scheduled 
for W ednesd y , May 29th. 

At meetings in M arch and April, 
the stee ring committee heard from 
subcommittees about the ir plans. As 
you wi ll see when you read the re
ports below , enthusiasm and creative 
ideas are not lacking for the Kaw 
V alley. If any ofth . e idea o r proj ect 
proposa ls excite you or awaken in 
you a volunteer spirit, please let us 
know and we will be happy to get you 
involv d in the proce . T he Kaw 
Valley Hel; tage Alliance projects will 
be of, by and for the people of the 
area . W e welcome your assistance 
and part ic ipation . 

Agriculture 
The Agriculture subcommittee has 

great interest in documenting the his
torical aspects offanning activities in 
the valley from the time of the Kaw 
Indians to current agricultural trends 
and practices . Committee members 
have asked themselves whether in
creasing urbanization in northeast 
Kansas will encourage a resurgence 
of commercial truck gardening . Re
alizing the considerable overlap with 
the cu ltural and historical resources 
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group, this subcommittee's goals in
clude gathering oral histories of Na
ti ve Americans and pioneer farm fami 
lies, researching annua l agricultural 
p'toduction data, and compiling a pho
tographic record of agriculture in the 
Kaw Valley. 

History 
At the April Steering Committee 

meeting , Ron Parks of the Kansas 
State Hi storical Society (KSHS) vo l
unteered to use his expertise and con
tacts with others in the field in orde r 
to reconstitute this important sub om
mittee. Although many in attendllilce 
at the January workshop indicat dan 
interest in the cultural and his to rical 
aspects of the valley, few actually 
selected this topic group to partici
pate in . It was reported that progress 
continues on the brochure which will 
h ighlight the state historic sites in the 
K w Valley. It is being cooperatively 
developed by Ron, Judy Bill ings of 
the Lawrence Convention &Visitors 
Bureau, and Tom Huntzinger of the 
U.S. Geological Survey . The Steer
ing Comm ittee suggested inclusion 
of the Oregon Trail route on the bro
chure map . 

Water Quality 
The waterquality subcof!1Wlttee will 

meet in early May to hear committee 
member reports about the G round
water Guardian Program ( in Ne
braska) and the Kansas Department 
of Health & Environment's C lean 
Water Neighbor Program. As part o f 
the goal of inc reasing public aware
ness about water quality, this sub
committee has recommended devel
oping a Geographic Information Sys
tem (GIS) map on which will be 
shown : public water supply sites, 
waste water treatment plants, current 
and fonner landfills, recycl ing s ites, 
household hazardous waste collec
tion sites, and o ther infonnation that 
would relate to water quality . 

Natural Resources 
The natural resource s 

subcommittee's report recognizes the 
existence of a great many biological 
and physical data sets and recom-

mends integrating them with othe r 
data ba es on a GIS map of the valley . 
The committeealsore mmendscon
centrating on increased pub li aware
ness through a variety of public v nts 
and educat iona l efforts: develop pub
lic se[\ice nnouncements and medi ' 
presentat ions uitable for network 
br adcast. create information pack
ets for release to area new papers, 
and produce a home page on the 
internet. 

Recreation 
Inilial emphas is of the recreation 

subcommittee was on foll owing the 
progres of leg islation aimed at creat
ing an advis ry task fo rce to study the 
rec r at ional pot nti al of the Kaw. A 
brain torming session at the April 
mee ting by the S teering Committee 
on public events produced a fl urry of 
suggestions. The re was trem ndous 
enthu ia m for a river-based fes tival 
that w ld start at the ri ver' s begin
ning point and travel downstream to 
its terminus in Kan. as C ity . It is 
env isioned that the festival would 
engend r community spirit in towns 
and cit ie along the Kaw, involve a 
variety of interest groups and stu
dents, excite va lley residents about 
various as pects of the river, and po
tentially send downstream a vesse l 
conta ining something unique from 
each community which would late r 
be placed on public displayJ&-

Board news 
The following members of the board 

were unanimously elected as offic
~ rs during the board's March 20 meet
Ing: 

President: Donna Luckey 
Vice President: Kelly Kindscher 
T reasurer: Sarah Dean 
Secretary: Sidney Ga rrett 

The board also approved the ap
pointment of Cathy Tortorici to the 
board. Cathy is a biologist wi th the 
Environmental Protection Agency . 
She has a master's degree in entomol
ogy from KU and has lived in Ka~sas 
since 1982. She is also the chair o f 
the WakarusaGroupofSierra Club,~ 
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KLT welcomes new members and thanks renewing members 
Bob Tlmm & Barb Oauson, Lawrence 
Nan y O'Connor & Jim Lewis, Lawrence 
Paul Weidhaas & M. Stillmann, Manhattan 
Carl Thor & Sara Martin, Lawrence 
Marge & Jim Ahrens, Topeka 
Charles Allen, Leavenworth 
Mary Y. Allen, LawrenCe 
Ir lee Barnard, Hope 
Alan Black, Lawrence 
Clay Blair, Mission 
Roger & Jan Boyd, Baldwin City 
Liz Brosius, Oskaloosa 
Gene Burne , Lawrence 
Lance W. Burr, Lawrence 
Scott W. Campbell , Lecompton 
Mrs. Anne Cert, Lawrence 
Allan J. Cigler, Lawrence 
John and Lois Clarl<, Lawrence 
Sarah and Ray Dean, Lawrence 
Myrl C. Duncan, Topeka 
Ed and Betty Dutton, Lawrence 
Roma & Ralph Earles, Baldwin City 
Frank Yeatman & Eileen Hiney, Bonner Springs 
Hilda Enoch, Lawrence 
Ruth Fauhl, Lawrence 
Oliver Finney, Lawrence 
Kent Foerster, Topeka 
Harlan E. Forslund, Topeka 
Ruth Gennrich, Lawrence 
Roy & Marilyn Gridley, Lawrence 
Doug & Jean Guess, Lawrence 
George & Susan Gurley, Lawrence 
Lisa HarriS, Lawrence 
Richard & Aisla Higgins, Paola 

Kansas Land Trust 
PO Box 1116 
Lawr nee, KS 66044-8116 

Tresa Hill, Lawrence 
Stephen& Marcia Hill, Lawrence 
Dwight & Peggy Hilpman, Lawrence 
Wes Jackson, Salina 
Thomas Jacobs, Overland Park 
Sam Jilka, Lexington, NE 
AI LeDoux, Holton 
Bob & Joy Lominska, Lawrence 
Marilyn McCleary, Lawrence 
Sondra McCoy, Lawrence 
Sally McGee, Lawrence 
Ross & Margare t McKinney, Lawrence 
Clarice Mullord, Lawrence 
Marjory Newmark, Lawrence 
Howard G. Palmer, SI. Louis, MO 
P radise Cafe, Lawr nce 
Deborah Gemer & Philip Schrodt, Lawrence, 
Cathy & Richard Robins, Lawrence 
William F. Roush, Overland Park 
Elizabeth A. Schultz, Lawrence 

W y join? 

Sam Seagraves, Lawrence 
Richard B. Sheridan, Lawrence 
John M. Simpson, Kansas City 
Fred & Lilian Six, Lawrence 
Katheen Slaymaker, Wichita 
Sandra L Strand, Lawrence 
John K. & Joan Strickler, Manhattan 
Oriey and Toni Taylo r, Lawrence 
Kansas Trails Council, Weir 
Bill Tu ttJe, Lawrence 
Barbara Ashton Waggoner, Lawrence 
Rose & Matthew Wagoner, Salina 
Rosemary Weber, Wichi ta 
Mike & Linda Wildgen, Lawrence 
Paul Willis, Topeka 
Paul & Harriet Wilson, Lawrence 
Frank W. Wi lson, Lawrence 
Don Worster, Lawrence 
Dale Zinn, Denison 

The Kansas and Trust works cooperatively with landowners, other 
organiz tions and individual citiz ens to permanently protect land and 
nahHal features m Kansas. We support opportwtities for reasonable 
growth while conserving th natural and cultural resources that make 
Kansas a wonderful place t live. KLTs work is funded by member
ships and special gifts . 

Make your tax-deductible check pay ble to Kansas Land Trust ar d 
mail to PO Box 1116, Lawren e, KS 6044. Thank you. 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

Pennit No. 190 

Wildflower walk June 1 
details inside 
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Kaw Valley Heritage project 
receives $143,000 in grants 

The Kansas Land Trust is delighted to announce 
significant financial support for the project work of the 
Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance. The National Park Ser
vice (NPS) has allocated $15,000 as part of a cooperati ve 
agreement which will allow KL T to continue its role as 
onvener and administrator of the Alliance and to carry 

out some of the proposed projects. Additionally, the 
Kan as Water Office (KWO has announced that it will 
allocate $30,000 toward the eefforts. Mo t significant of 
all, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) ha 
approved a grant reque t for $98,000 in upport of KVHA 
project and for administrative costs La implement lhem. 

KLT director, Joyce Wolf, said, "It's truly exciting and 
gratifying to know that our idea of building a coalition to 
enhance and preserve Kaw Valley resources has gained 
such meaningful support. These grants get us about three
f urths of the way to a goal of nearly $200,000 which is 
what we've estimated the first round of projects will cost 
to complete. I'm optimistic that we'\1 be successful in 
finding individuals and businesses who will invest in 
preserving our cultural and natural heritage and will help 
us bring our collective vision to fruition ." 

KL T invites our friend. and members to invest in the 
fforts and work of preserving significant resources in the 

Kaw Valley . Here is a list of some of the projects, 
programs and events to be undertaken in the following 
year: 

Farm memories 
The "Oral Histories" project will involve identifying 

long-time fann families, Native Americans and other 
residents who have played a significan t role in the heri
tage of the vaJley. The Kansa State Hi torical Society 
and other historians have indicated a wi ll ingness to train 
persons to audio tape interviews with these important 
people in order to preserve thei r stories for future genera
tions. Not only do we expect to document a weal th of 
interesting stories, but it wilJ introduce KL T to pot ntial 
easement donors. Only $1,000 of a project d need of 
$8,000 for this project will come from the above grants. 

We must find sponsors for the additional $7,000 in order 
to move forward with thi fascinating project. 

Landowner's handbook 
Publication of a "Landowners' Handbook" wi ll be aimed 

at both urban and rural residents alike. It will instruct 
landowners bout watershed concepts through defini 
tions, illu trations and maps specific to the Kaw Valley. 
It will provide "common-sense" and "best management 
practices" approach for a variety of actions that have 
water quality implications. Some of the topic may 
include: low-impact landscaping to conserve water and 
energy and minimize the u e of chemical additives; soil 
conservation techniques; proper disposal of household 
hazardous wastes ; information on resource conservation 
through recyc ling; nd how conservation easement can 
ensure long-term protection of land while keeping it in 
private ownership. We envision having this important 
source of practical infom1ation ready for distribution by 
the fall of 1997. This project is expected to cost nearly 
$30,000 to complete. 

Education for young people 
Nearly all of our projects have an educational compo

nent. One will be targeted at classrooms in the Kaw 
Valley . It's being called the "Classroom to the Environ
ment" and wi ll be designed to financially as i t chools 
which can't afford to rent buses to tran port their student 
on field trips. By providing a mall stipend of about $200, 
it is hoped that more students will have an opportunity to 
get out in the valley and have a "hands-on" experience. 
We wish we had lot of money for this purpose; however, 
we're now limited to providing help to about 40 c1as -
rooms in the valley . 

To promote communication among Kaw Valley edu
cators and students, we're proposing to set up an instruc-

continued on page 2 
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From the director's corner 
By Joyce Wolf 

Just as a journey of a thousand 
mile begins with a single step, a 
successfu I land conservation program 
begin parcel by parcel. That' the 
way we've been working -- landowner 
by landowner, parcel by parcel. KL T 
has conducted numerous conversa
tions since our founding - some re
sulted in onservation easements; 
other are still pending as owners think 
about a deci ion that will last more 
than a lifetime; other have not borne 
fruit. All of them allowed KLT to 
inform landowner about ea ements. 

And those individual contacts con
tinue to be made. We've di cus ' ed 
easement in the following counties: 
Ottawa, Riley, Wabaun ee,Jeffer on, 
Leavenworth, Shawnee, Dougla , 
John on, Franklin, Miami, Linn, 
Bourbon, Sedgwick and Butler. Ad
ditionally, our work of building the 
coalition of organization known as 
th Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance 

(KVHA) wi ll drarnatically expand our 
opportun ities to inform Kansas resi
dents about con ervation easements 
and how they can be used for long
term landscape preservation . 

In little more than a year, we've 
been able to increase the number of 
groups committed to the vision of 
con erving and/or enhancing ignifi
cant cultural and natural resource in 
the Kaw Valley from three to nearly 
thirty. Our partners include : other 
nalUral-re ource nonprofit organiza
tions; educational groups and in titu
tions; bu iness, civic, preservation and 
agricultural organizations; along with 
local, tate and federal agencies. KL T 
has writlen grant propo al for fund
ing for the projects that have been 
proposed by Alliance member. 
You'll read elsewhere of our. ucce ses 
in those matters. We continue to be 
excited for the opportunities that 

partnering with other groups will bring 
to KL T. The ducational projects. 
programs and events are designed to 
engender a new spirit of stewardship 
for preservation of Kan ' ru, resources. 

I hope that all our friends and 
members, but especially those who 
ontributed to KL T becau. e of their 

friend hip and loyalty to Bill Ward. 
hare our enthu iasm for the progres 

we've made in the work of enhancing 
publi awareness of the KawValley's 
resources. Elsewhere in this newslet
ter there is a summary of KVHA 
projects, program and events that are 
being planned. We invite you to 
reserve a few dates : January I Ilh and 
25th to celebrate Kaw Valley Eagle: 
Days and February 6th to partiCIpate 
in the . econd annual KVHA work
,>hop. Clo er to lhe vents, y u'll 
receive more details on how you can 
join in the fun I 

Kaw Valley project wins federal, state support 
COlllifllled/rom page I 

tional on-line home page where stu
dents can compare results of their 
stream-man i tori ng efforts. share pe
cies counts from similar habitats. or 
have their creative writing piece: 
available for other. to enjoy We've 
been allocated $2,000 forthiscompo
nent of the project. 

Bald eagle celebration 
In midwinter we are planning a 

Kaw Valley Bald Eagles Days cel
ebration. We've set a dale of Jan. II 
for Lawrence and Feb. I in Manhat
tan. We hope to draw attention to (he 
fact thal the trees along the banks of 
the Kaw provide important roo ting 
habitat for wintering eagles and thal 
the river. and ret ervoirs on its tribu
taries, also provide the source of mu h 
of their diet. We hope (0 make the 
connections between the health of the 
Eagles and the quality of water in the 
rivers and lakes. We're planning to 
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have live birds from OperatIOn 
Wildlife f rup-c1ose viewing. infor
mallonal displays, inspIring multime
dia presentat ion" on eagJes, field trips 
to 'iee eagJes in the wild. and exciting 
performances by a Native American 
dancer. To finance all the!.e indi
\> iduaJ parts of the celehration, we 
need to rai e an additional 2000 to 
3000. 

River festival 
The sing e most costly item in the 

overall budget i the "Rollin' Down 
the River" Festival. It will be a e
quence of educational and festIval 
programming about the cultural and 
natural hi ·tory of the Kaw VaJley . It 
alone will cost up 10 $100.000 if we 
complete all of the uggested project · 
in luding, but not limited to: devel
opment of a video and other educa
tional products specific t the Kaw 
Valley heritage for distribution to 

schoo ls and TV stalion. in the area; 
formation of a Speakers Bureau; and 
traveling e hibits on the an, hislor) 
or natural resource· of the valle to he 
used in conjunction with community 
events and celebrations as the f ti\ al 
"floats" down the river from Junction 
City toward Kan a<; City. 

We ask for the generous . upport of 
our KLT friend .. and members Your 
contributIOn IS an investment in build
ing partnerships that will celebrate 
the heritage of the Kaw alley A 
contribution form for your conve
nience is on the back of thi new'i1el
ter. 

---------
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Tomorrow never came 
Conservation-minded landowner waited too long to preserve land 

As we made our way across the stream and along 
a slightly u ed road that climbed the teep hillside, 
we were truck by the beauty and olitude of the 
place. Arri ving at the top of the hill we noted that 
there were remnants of prairie pecie -- now being 
invaded by brushy growth -- and. surrounding the 
relic patch of tallgrass, was a lovely woodland. 

We were oon to Jearn that this 40-acre wooded 
retreat was the object of intense feelings. Our new 
friend told about how he loved watching the wildlife 
that frequented his woods --
plentiful deer and lots of song-
birds -- even a really big wood-

had been seeking a method to preserve his woods, but 
it was al 0 clear that he wa hesitant to get involved 
with attorneys. We explained that would be neces-
ary -- no matter what strategy he would decide upon. 

We left him with the agreement that we would 
send him information about the various options for 
preserving his land since he wasn't certain that he 
wanted to donate an easement or just donate the land 
directly. Quite some Lime pa ' sed by before we were 
called again. We hastened to his home when told that 

he wanted to talk. Yes , we 
thought it would be pos ible 
to work out an arrangement 

pecker. "Darn near crow 
sized, " he 'd guessed. We ur
mised that he had had the un
common pleasure of eeing a 
Pileated Woodpecker -- a deep
woodland species whose range 
includes eastern Kansas and 
which is found mainly in ma
ture forests. 

He took u to the site of the 
old homestead. Few clue re-

"! just want to keep those 
damned bulldozers out of 
my woods," the frail old 
man proclailned. Unfortu
nately, he died before he 
talked with his attorney. 

for groups like Boy Scout to 
have acce s to hi woods, but 
limit certain acti viLies that 
would not be compatible with 
his de ire to protect the land. 

Again we outlined the pro
posal for the erviceswecou ld 
provide: willingness to ac
cept the land as a gift or pres
ervation of the land through a 
conservation easement, sug-

main to shed light on the kind 
and size of the structure . But a 

. large piece of metal covered 
the vestiges of an old hand-dug well -- "even on the 
hottest day of the summer you could always draw up 
a cool, clear drink of water," he explained. We 
wondered about the early hi tory of the place. Who 
had lived here and from where had they come? 

It was ea y to under tand how this place had 
become 0 special to him. Obvi usly there were lots 
of pleasant memorie attached to the day he'd spent 
enjoying the woodlands, watching wildlife, and plan
ning how he could en ure that the woods would be 
pre erved forever so "his deer" would not be dis
turbed. During our conversation, the owner drew his 
frail body up to its full height and proclaimed: "Iju t 
want to keep those damned bulldozers out of my 
woods!" 

Although the pring sunlight shone warm, his 
ailing body wa chilled in the bri k air and we hurried 
back to our cars. He explained how he'd read about 
KiTs first easement and thought that he'd like to 
protect his woods as Mr. Akin had decided to pre
serve his prairie. He mentioned other conversation 
he'd had, earching for a group that understood and 
would help him with his land con ervation plans. He 
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gestions that we could arrange 
to install trespas. ignage . 
perhaps some wetland en-

hancements near the riparian areas, and an agreement 
to develop a plan fo r scouting groups' educational 
and recreational uses compatible with the conserva
tion plan .. 

Unfortunately, our friend died suddenly one week
end . He had not taken time to talk with hi. attorney 
to make the nece. ary arrangements t carry alit his 
plan for preservation orhi beloved woodlands. We 
later learned that a sister who lived out of Slate had 
come to make the funeral arrangements but that she 
had not enjoyed a close relation -hip with her brother. 
The caller gues ed that the I ikelihood of her honoring 
hi memory by carrying out his preservation wi. hes 
was very slim . 

It all has addened us deeply. We have lost an 
acquaintance who shared our preservation goals and 
vi ion. Hi aversion for attorneys and his procrasti
nation re ulted in hi . dreams being lost. Current and 
future scout group won't have the opportunity to 
explore the woodlands and learn first hand about the 
wonder of the natural world in this peaceful setting. 
And, it's quite I ikely that another piece of woodland 
habitat will be obliterated by development. 
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Strategies for open space preservation 
Third ill a series of articles. This 

briefly summarizes a variety of 
similar strategies that are being 
wilized in other tates to preserve 
open space. 

Several notable examples of 
the use f Purchase of Develop
ment Right (PDR are high
lighted in the article "Putting Dol
lars to Work to Save Farmland: 20 
Years of PDR Programs" in the 
Summer 1996 issue of American 
FarmLand: the Magazine of the 
American FamzLand Trust. Cited 
are the Grand Traver "e area of 
Michigan; Montgomery County, 
Maryland; Suffolk County New 
York and Sonoma County. Cali
fornia. 

Purchase of Development 
Right i exactly that. The price i 
based on the net after-develop
ment profit value to the farmer. It 
takes into account both po itive 
and negative factors that affect 
price: I cation, tax benefits from 
having de d re triction. on the 
land, development costs, etc . The 
fanner continues to own and u 'e 
the land for agriculture. The com
munity benefits from having open 
space pre. erved and from reduced 
infrastructure cost . 

The Maryland program i ' 
funded by a real e 'tate transfer tax 
that has ucceeded in permanently 
saving 47 000 farmland acres 
which the county Agricultural 
Preservation Advisory Board tar
geled as "crown jewel." Their 
system utilize a pointcale to 
value ea ements "ba 'ed on farm 
size and location, ' oil quality and 
other factors ... it favors full-t ime 
farmers and pays a bonus to tho 
implementing con ervation pro
grams on protected land." 

Intense pre 'ure for building 
vacation homes in the scenic and 
productive pie-cherry-growing 
fannland areas motivated Grand 
Traverse Bay. Michigan re ident 
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to initiate and pa s a property tax 
increase . The Tax generates funds 
to purcha e development rights 
(PDR) or purcha e agricultural 
conservation easements (PACE) 
to pre erve the e treasures. Crite
ria imilar to those being used in 
Maryland determine which farm 
are 'elected for inclusion in the 
program designed to pre erve the e 
cherry orchards . 

A urvey of the e Michigan 
town hip reo idents produced en
couraging re ults: 75% of the resi
dents responded to the urvey, and 
among them 99% recognized that 
the haracter of the township was 
important and should be pre erved. 
Perhaps most tartling in today" 
anti-tax climate was tbat 75% re
sponded that ifbuying orne of the 
farmland was the only way to ave 
the area' character, the town hip 
should consider that idea. 

Similarly t in Sonoma County. 
CaJifornia, a quarter percent sales 
lax was approved by voters in 1990. 
It generate approximately $10 
million annually. Voters there also 
approved fonnalion of a county
wide entity to admini. ter the pro
gram. One of the trategie being 
u ed there de ignate areas known 
as "community separator ," Ur
banized areas are prevented from 
continuou' prawl by preserving 
de ignatedkey 'ite for cenicopen 
'pace and farmland. The KL T 
director recently had an opportu
nity to chat with a Sonoma County 
re ident who con finned that this 
program ha been a very effective 
way of achieving open space pres-
rvation. 

Suffolk County New York i 
exemplary among PDR program 
because of its proximity to New 
York City. As the American Farm
land Trust article points out the 
area i "within commuting dis
tanceofNew York City, yet it's tbe 
highe t-grossing ag ricultural 
county in the tate." This is con-

sistent with previous findings of 
AFT. Ina 1993 study AFT showed 
that more than 85% of the nation's 
fruits and vegetables and nearly 
80% of its dairy products are pro
duced in counties subject to urban 
growth pressure. In Suffolk 
County, the development pres life 
i 0 inten e that they pend a 
mind-boggling amount of money 
to prote t farmland there -- up to 
$20,000 an acre. The Suffolk 
County planning director has said: 
"Without suc 1 a program, farming 
would all but disappear fr m here 
in the near future. " 

How do ommunity leader ' 
convince voter that these are wise 
inve tment of public dollars'? 
American Farmland Tru t has con
ducted a number of tudie ' on this 
topic . What they have consi~ 
tently found i that the per capita 
rate f taxes actually go . up with 
new re, idcntial development. In 
their Michigan study. for in tan c, 
AFT found that fanns require only 
0.34 of township service ' for e -

ery dollar they are taxed. In com
pari on re idential development 
con urnes $1.15 for every $1.00 of 
taxes paid, becau e more re idents 
require more roads, more sewer . 
more town hip staff. bigger town 
hall, etc. 

Thu . despite the initial con
siderable investmem in a PDR or 
PACE program, for Montgomery 
County, MD, "an investment of 

50 million in PDR over the past 
19 year ha, saved about half a 
billion dollars in avoided commu
nity service cost.." The AFT ar
ticle explains that PDR alone is 
not adequate to save all the needed 
fannland in an area; however, it 
can be an important and equitable 
toolthal provide a mechani 'm t 
pre erve open pace, com pen ate 
farmer for part of th valu of 
their land. and maintain fanning 
on prime agricultural lands. 
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Momentum builds for Kaw Valley project 
Considerable progress has taken 

place since the last report in the KLT 
spring newsletter , Mo t notable has 
been notification of approval of sev
eral reque. ts for funding . The Na
tional Park Service, the Kan as Water 
Office and the Environmental Pro
tection Agency ha ve approved a com
bined total of $143,000 to support 
KVHA effort. , The Alliance's pro
posed projects are ambitious enough, 
however, that there will still be ig
nificant funds to raise -- not insur
mountable , but nevertheles a chal
lenge to all involved . 

Among the mo. t ambitious and 
exciting events envi'ioned is the 
"Rollin' Down the River" fe tival. 
The fe tival will ' crve as the multidi
men ional delivery mechanism for 
public educational projects and pro
grams. [t is intended to engage Kaw 
Valle residents in discovering their 
local heritage, in celebraling that heri
tage through a variety of fferings, 
and in learning more about the cur
rent status of the resources of the 
valley and how valley re. idents can 
protect, con~ene and enhance tho~e 
resource '. A election commiuee i~ 
currently reviewing the twenty-five 
applications received for the festival 
coordmalOr'~ position. 

One of the fesllval-related pro
posals is to develop an educational 
video about the heritage of the Kaw 
Valle designed to e»ctte students 
about what's in their o\\-n backyards 
. tcering CummiLlee members fdt that 
tudents fr\:quently get facts ab ut 

tropical ram forests, AI:l,I,kan refuge' 
or South Americanjungles. but rarely 
are given the chance to study their 
local ecology, culture or history . If 
we are successful in gaining adequate 
funding, Kaw Valley information will 
be made available to them and their 
teachers. Furthermore,the electronic 
home page that we would etabhsh 
.... ould pemlittudent· to report the 
result<;ofmonitoring water quality in 
area. treams or share creative writing 
pieces inspired by the Kaw Valley . 

Also proposed is a "CIa sroom to 
the nvironment" program to pro
v ide as. istance to school whose bud-
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get do not ordinarily include funds to 
take students on fiel d trips to enjoy 
the "hands-on" kind of experiences 
that being in the field encourages. 

The Agriculture Committee, 
headed by Bob Russell. has concen
trated in recent weeks on broadening 
the base of its membership to include 
greater representation from conven
tional fanning intere t.. They con
tinue to be committed to researching 
the agricultural history of the valley. 
especially through conducting inter
views of long-time farm families as 
part of the Oral Histories project. 

Ron Park of the Kansas State 
Historical Society (KSHS) chair the 
Culture and Hi tory subcommittee. 
H has been enormously succe. sful 
in bringing together a geographically 
diverse group of representative:. from 
throughout the valley. They are con-
idering documenting historic site' 

and structures in the twelve-county 
area of the main tern of the Kaw 
Valley. They continue to refine the 
brochure which is being developed in 
cooperation with the Lawrence Con
\ention & Visitors Bureau and the 
U.S. eological Survey. Theyenvi
sion agoal of producing a much more 
extensive hodv of work that would 
promote viSItation and interpretation 
of site. throughout the region. 

A subset of the Natural Res urces 
subcommittee has been meeting to 
plan for Kaw Valley Eagles Days to 
he celehrated in midwinter Events 
that are being planned as part of those 
celebrations include: presentations by 

peration WildLife rehabilitators 
with live bald and golden eagles, Scott 
Campbell's multimedia presentations 
on eagle , an informational program 
on the Kansas Department of Wild
life and Park' winter Eagle census 
activities. and an opportunity to see 
and hear a performance about the 
cultural a"pects fNative Americans 
and Bald Eagles. Jan. II, 1997. has 
been . et for the celebration in 
Lawrence at the Riverfront Mall. 
Manhattan's event will be scheduled 
for Feb. 1. Cynth ia Abbott, Mayetta. 
is coordinating these efforts. 

The Recreat ion ubcommittee. 

chaired by Gary Satter of the Glacial 
Hills RC&D, has met to con ider the 
information and data that is relevant 
to their interests and that could be 
pre,ented in GI map formats. He 
too has assembled a diverse group 
that in ludes representatives from 
Manhaltan. Topeka, Lawrence. and 
Johnson County. They've ident ified 
the public access site along the Kan
sas River, parks and other puhlic bnds 
in the valley. and historic site:- and 
structures among those locations that 
could be linked along an aUlO tourism 
or biking tra i \. 

The Water Reources subcomTTIlt
tee. chaired by Tom Huntzinger and 
Ann Thompson, al ' o is looking at the 
use of GIS maps to present water 
quality information to the pUblic . 
They' e begun to explore how to in i
tiate or revitalize volunteer 
surfacewater-monitoring efforts 
throughout the aile , They're work
ing on how to illustrate that a com
mon ~ource of water can define a 
community as well as ther water
shed concept. They are considering 
presenting 3D model~ lhat sho>w the 
interaction between groundwater and 
surface waters and how contaminm IS 
can move from one to the other. Thc) 
are seeking to broadcn the commlttee\ 
geographic representation amI ,Ire 
looking for interested persons Crl III 
the westem portion of the valley. 

lhe Alliance is fortunate to hu\e 
its logo work done b) Carol Huod 
Henderson ,he's captured the c -
sence of ur goaJ.. and asplration~ ." 
a \ onderfully creative piece that \\ 111 

be unveiled soon. 
And, t provide more puhlic ex

posure to the concepts. goals and \ 1-

sion f lh All iance, a second annual 
workshop IS being planned for Febru
ary 6, 1997. It will provide an oppor
tunity for committees to mure thor
oughly report their progress, to con
duct additional brainstorming and 
visioning sessions, and to hear a no
table speaker address the participants 
on preservation of resources . We hope 
you'll reserve that time on yourcalen
dar and plan to join us . 
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Please help us expand our workl 

The Kansas Land Trust works cooperativ ly with landowners, other organizations and 
individual citizens to permanently protect land and natural features in Kansas. We 
support opportunities for reasonable growth while conserving the natural and cultural 
resources1fiat make Kansas a wonderlul place to live. KLT's work is funded by mem
berships and special gifts . 

Yes, here's my tax-deductible contribution to preserve the cultural and natural 
resources in the Kaw Valley. (A $25 contribution en ure. your continuing member
ship for the next year.) 

$25 _ $50 $75 _ $100 $250 _$500 

Name ____________________________________________________ _ 

Addre s, __________________________________________________ _ 

CilY _____________________________ State ___ _ Zip _____ _ 

Make your tax-deductible check payable to Kansas Land Trust and mail to PO Box 1116, 
Lawrence, KS 66044. Thank you. 

Kansas Land Trust 
PO Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

1 
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Lawrence, KS 66044 
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Kansas Land Trust 
The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit organization that protects and preserves lands of 

ecological, historical, scenic, agricultural or recreational significance in Kansas. 
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Konza neighbors donate easement 
Ron and Carol Klataske of Manhattan, Kansas, re

cently donated a conservation easement to the Kansas 
Land Trust on 40 acres of pristine prairie fandscape 
adjacent to the Konza Prairie Research Natural Area. 

The vista from the highest hill on the property pro
vides scenic views of the Kansas River and the City of 
Manhattan to the North, and the broad expanse that is the 
Konza lying to the South. 

Ron Klataske is vice-president of the National 
Audubon Society's West Central Region, a grouping of 
eight states in the heartland of America. He is a wildlife 
biologist who attended KSU and eventually returned to 
his native Kansas to work for Audubon about 25 years 
ago. 

Expressing their concerns for the effects of expan
sion of M anhattan's urban growth southward across the 
Kansas River, Ron and Carol chose to specify that no 
permanent residence could be built on the 40 acres. 

They did, however, stipulate that the land could be 
used for education, ecological research and limited rec
reational purposes. 

The primary use of the Protected Property will con
tinue to be for agricultural purposes. Limited grazing of 
cattle has kept the prairie in prime condition. Even after 
having been grazed this past summer and with just a few 
horses having access to th", land currently, there remains 
considerable stands of Little B luestem, Indian Grass and 
tufts of prairie forbs like Liatris. 

Kansas wildlife abounds on the Klataske's property: 
coyotes, raccoon, bobcat, deer, squirrel, cottontail rabbi ts 
and wild turkey. And the pristine prairie grasslands 
provide shelter for declining populations of resident and 
neo-tropical migrant bird species. 

Standing on the ridge top of one of the hills on the 
property, one gets the sense of the broad Kansas prairie 
landscape and a notion of what pioneers faced crossing 
this rugged terrain . And, it certainly makes it understand
able \vhy early settlers chose to use the Kansas River for 
transportation when flows were adequate for such pur
poses. 

KL T is sincerely appreciative to the Klataske family 
for this wonderful donation of an easement which will 
extend their sense of history and stewardship of the land 
for years to come. 'i' 

Calendar of Events 
Kaw Valley Eagle Days 
-Saturday, January 11, 1997 at the 
Lawrence Riverfront Factory Outlet Stores; 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

-Saturday, February 1, 1997 at the Manhat
tan Town Center Shopping Center; 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

Both dates will feature: 
'i'Scott Campbell's multimedia show, 

II Eagles on the Wind ll 

~Diane Johnson from Operation Wildlife 
with live Bald and Golden Eagles 

'i'Dennis Rogers, Native American dance 
presentation 

'i'Panel of Experts on IIHistoric and Cur
rent Environmental Threats to Bald Eagles ll 

Kaw Valley Heri tage All iance 
second annual Workshop 
-Thursday, February 6, 1997, at the Kansas 
State Historical Society's Museum on West 
6th Street in Topeka (off Wanamaker Rd.) 

Featuring: . 
'i!'Kaw Valley Heritage Dinner (Buffalo Stew 
or Vegetarian Option, Squash, Dessert) 
'i'Randall Arendt, author of IIRural by De
sign,lI on IIconservation development. II 

See Page 7 for registration information. 

PO Box 1116 Lawrence, Kansas 66044 913-749-3297 



From the director 's corner 
By Joyce \Volf 

As KL T closes its seventh year of operation, 
I think we all can be pleased w~th an~ grateful fo r the 
si nificant progress made dunng thIS past year. 

g In cooperation with numerous other groups, 
organizations and agencies, . K ~ s~ccessfu\ly 
launched the Kaw Valley Hentage llnce. T l1c 
Alliance has grown from a handful of b ' ups at the 
beginning of 1996, to regular att~ndance bX repre
sentatives of more than twenty fIve (25) dlff~rent 
groupS, with an equal or greater ~umber actIvely 
participatin a solely at the subcomnuttee level. In all 
cases these':' efforts have been characterized by the 
dedic~tion of the representatives of each group, insti
tution or a aency . KL T is grateful to these indi vidual s 
who have ~ade a commitment to the idea of seek ir ,:, 
consensus about identification, conservatio .. and 
enhancement of the significant cultural, h ; torical 
and natural resources of the Kaw Valley Funding 
from the Environmental Protection Agr 1 y, the Na
tional Park Service and the Kansas' . ater Office is 
enablin a plans to move forward fo VHA sponsor
ship ofoa varie.ty ~f projects, pr Jgrams and events 
designed to hIghlIght and cc ebrate the cultural, 
historic and natural heritag·- of the Kaw V alley . 

Several public '.;! ts are pIa ned for the 
winter months. You'll read elsewhere about the two 
Kaw Valley Eagle Days to be held in Lawrence and 
Manhattan. Shortly thereafter, we'll hold the Second 
Annual KVHA Workshop. Again this year. we're 
indebted to Dan Nagengast, Kansas Rural Center 
director, for taking on the challenge of foraging a 
"Kaw Valley Dinner" which was one of the high
lights of last year's event. Dan assures Ine that this 
year's meal will be in keeping with the "heritage" 
theme of our efforts! I sincerely hope that KL T 
members will take advantage of the opportunity to 
participate in this February 6th KVHA \Vorkshop to 
hear Randall Arendt, our keynote speaker. His 
message is an important one for Kansas: It is quite 
possible to have development while conserving agri
cultural uses and other special places. KL T wel
comes two special people who have joined our ef
forts recently. -Latane Donelin began work as the 
"Rollin' Down the River" Festival Coordinator in late 
October. You'll read about her efforts in the section 
on the KVHA. And in our next newsletter, you'll read 
about Denise Kester, who joined KL T as Adminis
trative Assistant. She will split her time between 
assisting KL T with bookkeeping and other duties 
and recording minutes at the KVHA Steering Com
mittee meetings. We're delighted to have both of 
these talented folks aboard. 
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Finally, I'm particularly pleased to be able to 
pay tribute to our most rece conservation easement 
grantors, Ron ~ r(' · lske, who epitomize the 
phrase "having ~ .. , "" .... ,lon ethic." I count myself 
f0 1-!'_Hc .. m .... LV l:OI :- . ~ .. 'h fnends. Ron's efforts 
were key to en .- -ternl preservation of the 
Spring Hill Rancll fo r J.. un Hills Prairi -. National 
Monument Their gift of a conservation easement to 
the Kan<: ~ T .and ,t on 40 acres of native prairie 
adjacC' 0 the ~ nza Prairie provides another last-
in(T · .. lony t\ ~ dication and commitment to 

~ . ~ 
~as landsca [ servatlon. ~ 

KLT elections scheduled; 
nominations invited 

The Kansas Land Trust will fill several expiring 
an va ant board positions with elections this year. 
Here's how the process works: 

Three board members are serving on a nominating 
committee for potential board members. Any of 
them may be contacted with names of suggested 
nominees. They are Lynn Byczynski (841-1959), 
Sldney Garrett (842-6506) and Cathy Tortorici (842-
9614). 

In addition, the KL T bylaws provide for nomina
tion by a petition process: 

"Members and member-directors may also cause 
names to be added to the nominating committee 
report by submitting a written petition to the secre
tary (Sidney Garrett, at KL T, P.O. Box 1116, 
Lawrence, KS 66044), requesting that a member's 
name be added to the nominating committee report. 
Such petition shall be valid only if it contains the 
signatures of25 or more persons who are members or 
directors of the Kansas Land Trust on December 31, 
1996 and the petition is received by the secretary on 
or before January 31, 1997." 

The ballot for the spring elections will be in
cluded in the next KL T newsletter. The ballots will 
provide background information on the candidates 
running for election. 

B allots are to be returned to the KL T secretary in 
March.~ 
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Coordinator on board for 'Rollin' Down the River' festival 
It's with great pleasure that we 

introduce a dynamic and talented 
new employee of the Kansas Land 
Trust who is serving as Coordi
nator of the Kaw Valley Heritage 
Alliance's "Rollin' Down the 
River" Festival_Latane Donelin. 

Latane is a relatively new 
resident of Kansas. She brings a 
wealth of experience in working 
with a variety of volunteer groups, 
businesses, agencies and others 
interested in resource protection 
and preservation . 

A landscape architect, Latane 
gained first-hand knowledge of 
Kansans' attitudes about land and 
resource conservation while 
working on contract to the Riley 
County Planning Department do
ing interviews with persons in the 
Manhattan area. Following those 
interviews, her recommendations 
for future action included: "ini
tiate a development review pro
cess that would accomplish the 
aims of the citizens and create a 
work-together development pro
cess .... an "Agriculture Preserva
tion program and an Open Space 
Protection program." 

Prior to coming to the Sun
flower State, she worked in 
Florida for the St. Johns River 

Latane Donelin 

Water Management District as a 
land resource planner, project co
ordinator and land management 
coordinator. Latane is putting those 
skills to use in the Kaw Valley, 
working with people in from a 
variety of private and public orga
nizations. 

During the course of her Florida 
experience, she helped develop a 
Recreation Guide for the Water 
District's nineteen-county area. 
The guide, which won state and 
national awards, i simi ar in for
mat to the series of wildlife view
ing guides being published by Fal
con Pr ss. U~i g graphic symbols, 
areas are characterized for their 
recreational potential: birding, 

fishing, biking, hunting, boating, 
picnicking, canoeing, camping or 
horseback riding. 

Latane has put her organiza
tional and communication experi
ence together as she's consulted 
with key players who will provide 
guidance and support for the 
"Rollin' Down the River" Festival 
planning process. 

She has begun formation of 
community planning groups for 
the river festival. She identified 
the five major component water
shed areas of the mains tern of the 
Kansas River and is working with 
host communities for the weekend 
celebrations. She has consulted 
with and received support from 
the KS Department of Tourism to 
provide publicity for the festival. 
She is also working closely with 
the Arts Commission and others to 
obtain additional funding to en
sure that an arts component will be 
an important segment of the fes
tivities. 

If you are interested in help
ing with these events, you may 
contact her at: 913-776-6877 or at 
1661 Deep Creek Rd, Manhattan, 
Kansas 66502. She'd be delighted 
to hear from you! 

Kansas Land rust -shirts are sti I available 
Get your official Land Trust shirt! The beautiful design, in full color, shows an Upland Sandpiper atop post-rock limestone 

surrounded by a profusion of Kansas prairie wildflowers. All shirts are made from white 100% cotton, pre-shrunk and generously 
sized. Price includes sales tax. Please add $2.50 for sh ipping for the first shirt and $1 .00 for each shirt thereafter. 

Large @ $16.00 each 
X-Large @ $16.00 each 
XX-Large @ $16.00 each 

Subtotal Due 
Shipping 

Total Due 
Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

Please make checks payable to: Kansas Land Trust, and send to: KL T, PO Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116. 
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Arendt, KVHA workshop keynote speaker, 
exp ins the value of rural conservation 
On Farmland 

"As development pressure threatens productive 
and picturesque fields and pastures across the coun
try, local and state governments continue to experi
ment with a variety of tools to help farmers protect 
their land. One technique attracting a considerable 
amount of interest in the Northeast is "open space 
zoning." With its relative simplicity, low cost, and 
fairness to developers and rural landowners, this new 
approach could help many communities meet devel
opment needs while keeping their productive agri
cultural landscape intact. 

"Farmers - knowing the land's capabilities better 
than anyone else - are encouraged to become in
volved in the design process, thus having a voice in 
the way devleopment affects their own communities 
and way of life." - "Protecting Farmland Through 
Open-Space Zoning" in American Fannland, (AFT 
Newsletter, Spring, 1990) 

On Suburbia 
"In most communities, land-use regulations are 

based on a limited model that allows for only one end 

result: the production of more and more suburbia, 
composed of endless subdivisions, shopping centers 
and office parks that ultimately cover every bit of 
countryside with "improvements." Fortunately, sen
sible alternatives to this approach do exist, and meth
ods of developing land while at the same time con
serving natural areas are available. - "Conservation 
Design for Subdivisions" (Island Press) 

On Natural Places 
"If you live in a rural area or along the suburban 

fringe, chances are that you live not far from a stream 
valley, wildflower meadow, or patch of woods. 
Chances are also good that none of these special 
places will be recognizable 20 or 30 years from now, 
unless they are in a public park, state forest or wildlife 
refuge, or unless they happen to be protected through 
a conservation easement held by a conservation 
organization such as the Natural Lands Tnlst. -
"Natural Lands: Special Places in Your Community" 
(Natural Lands Trust newsletter, February, 1995) 

Interested in sustainable development? Tell us about it! 
Many Kansas cities are currently experiencing 

the development pressure that turns farmland, 
prairie meadows and othe~ open spaces around the 
cities into 5-acre house sItes. 

Numerous alternatives that preserve open space 
and farmland are being developed elsewhere in 
the country, and will be described by Randall 
Arendt, an expert on sustainable rural develop
ment, at the KVHA workshop on Feb. 6. 

Conservation easements - the primary mission 
of the Kansas Land Trust - can play an important 
role in sustainable development. For example, a 
Vermont developer bought a 110-acre farm and 
sold four 10-acre lots at a high price, recouping 
the entire cost of the farm. ~ \vas able to get a 
good price for the land bcc~ .: . . he l ' .: th'" remain-
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ing 70 acres of the farm under a conservation 
easen1ent. The buyers, then, were getting not just 
their own 10-acre lots, but also the assurance that 
the land around them would remain open forever. 

Unfortunately, development often occurs before 
alternatives such as these can be explored. For that 
reason, the Kansas Land Trust welcomes commu
nication from members who are interested in sus
tainable rural development. If you would be inter
ested in buying land in a development protected by 
a conservation easement~ or if you might be will
ing to invest in the purchase of ecologically sig
nificant land for con~erv at ion, pie - e drop KL T a 
note explaining your interest. We'll keep a file and 
contact you if any Stl taina' I u-.: -;dor ' ~ ~nt pro
posals should occur i J 1 Y L . ~ 1 ~~ .' " 



2nd Annual Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance Workshop 

Our purpose is to promote a sense of community, kinship, and place among Kaw Valley residents. This event 
is one of several designed to provide citizens with access to tools for understanding and appreciating the 

heritage of the Kaw Valley. 

February 6, 1997 at the Kansas State Historical Society' s Museum of History 
6425 S.W. 6th Street, Topeka, KS 66615 (off the Wannanlaker Road exit from 1-70 ) 

Tentative Agenda: 
12:30 Registration, materials pickup, visit display area 
1 :00 Welcome and Overview of Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance 
1: 10 Reports from Committees: Agriculture, Cultural and lIistorical Resources, Education, 

Natural Resources, Recreation, and Water Resources 
2: 10 Report from the Task Force on River Recreation 
2:20 Ovetview of "Rollin' Down the River" Festival 
2:30 Break, opportunity to visit with committees 
3 :00 Breakout sessions for committees 
4:30 Reports from committees breakout sessions 
5 :00 Reception for Randall Arendt~ keynote speaker 
5:30 Kaw Valley Heritage Dinner 
7:00 Keynote Speaker, Randall Arendt on "Saving Farmland and Open Space through Conservation 

Subdivision Design" 

Keynote Speaker: Randall Arendt 
Randall Arendt, 'With the Natural Land Trust in Pennsylvania, is the author of the well-kno\\'"D book "Rural by Design: 
Maintaining Small Town Character." In addition, Arendt's articles have been published in the Journal of the 
American Planning Association, the American Farmland Trust ewsletter, and the Planning Commissioners Journal. 

__ $5.00 Workshop Registration (1 - 5 P.M.) 
___ $10.00 Workshop Registration and Speaker (no meal) 
___ $15.00 Workshop Registration, Speaker and Dinner 

Please make check payable to: KLTIKVHA Workshop and send to: 
Kansas Land Trust, P. O. Box 1116, Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

No. of attendees 
Total Enclosed 

Please return the workshoJU~stration fonn no later than Thursday, January 30, 1997. Thank you. 

Name 

Affiliation ----------------------------

Address -----------------------

City ___ State _- ___ Zip ______________ _ 

Work phone Fax ------ -----------------
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Please h"elp us expand our workl 
The Kansas Land Trust works cooperatively with landowners, other org9-nizations and 
individual citizens to permanently protect land and natural features in Kansas. We 
support opportunities for reasonable growth while conserving the natural and cultural 
resources1fiat ma~e K~nsas a wonder1ul place to live. KLT's work is funded by mem
berships and speCIal gIfts. 

Yes, here's my tax-deductible contribution to preserve the cultural and natural 
resources in the Kaw Valley. (A $25 contribution ensures your continuing member
ship for the next year.) 

$25 Member 
$250 Steward 

_ $50 Supporter 
$500 Benefactor 

_ $100 Protector 
Other 

Name __ -----------------------------------------------------

Add res s_---------------------------------------------------

City State Zip __________ _ 

Make your tax-deductible check payable to Kansas Land Trust and mail to PO Box 1116, 
Lawrence, KS 66044. Thank you. 

Kansas Land Trust 
PO Box 1116 
Lawrence, KS 66044-8116 

," . 
/ ' . 
Come to the KVHA ,vorkshop 
on Feb. 6. Registration form inside! 

Laur ie Ward . I 
8 ____ 1a 3 R w" n tn1 a..-

Lawrence, - KS 66046 
.. 
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