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If you wish to make your gift in memory of or in honor of someone special to you, 
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Questions, Call KLT at 785-749-3297, email RoxAnne.Milier@kltorg. or visit www,kltorg, 
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EC02 Plan provides model for open space preservation 
By Lynn Byczynski 

An unlikely collaboration between 
developers and preservationists has pro
duced a unique agreement that will bal
ance industrial development with open 
space preservation in Douglas County. 
The agreement, called the EC02 Plan, 
took six years to hammer out but was 
finally approved in May by both the 
Lawrence City Commission and the 

Iglas County Commission. 
The Kansas Land Trust has been 

involved in the EC02 Commission since 
its inception in 2000. KLT Executive 
Director RoxAnne Miller has served on 
the commission since 2003, with two 
years as the Chair. Current and past KLT 
board members who have also served on 
the founding committee, the commission 
and work-groups include Kelly 
Kindscher, Sandra Shaw and Bev 
Worster. 

"I am proud to be a part of this 
broad-based community effort and com
mitment to balance development and 
land preservation," Miller said. "We will 
create a community that 100 years from 
now will be seen by our great-grandchil
dren as one of the best places in the coun
try to live, work and enjoy the outdoors." 

Purchased ' conservation easements, 
which pay willing landowners for devel
opment rights to their land, will be one of 

primary methods of land preserva
l , vll. KLT, with 15 years' experience in 
conservation easements, expects to be 
able to assist with many of the projects. 

When the Lawrence Chamber of 
Commerce proposed the idea of forming 

Above: Native grass and wildflowers in Douglas County. 
Right: Western Prairie Fringed Orchid, one of the federally 
listed threatened species found on this native prairie. 

Photo by Craig Freeman 

a committee to explore economic devel
opment and open space preservation 
simultaneously, many in the community 
doubted that environmentalists and 
developers could find common ground. 
But they did, and the name EC02 

- pro
nounced "Eco-squared" - was chosen to 
signify the exponential benefits of invest
ing in both economic development and 
ecological stewardship. The EC02 

Commission developed a long-term plan 
for selecting land for industrial and busi
ness parks, as well as land meriting 
preservation. One of the crucial elements 
of the plan is that the city and county 
commissions have directed the EC02 

Commission to pursue the dual goals of 
developing new industriallbusiness parks 
and preserving land, without favoring 
one over the other. The Commission will 
be guided by a principle known as "net 

equity," which says that the same amount 
of public funding invested in a new busi
ness park that is not recouped over time 
will be invested in open space preserva
tion. 

KLT hopes that important ecologi
cal, scenic and historic lands in Douglas 
County will be preserved once public 
funding becomes available. One of the 
top proj ects KLT has its eye on is a 100-
acre parcel of oak/hickory forest near 
Baldwin. It is adjacent to KU's 
Bridenthall Reserve and has high-quality 
forest, sandstone cliffs, and historic sig
nificance. It is part of an 8,000 acre for
est known as Baldwin Woods that is the 
westernmost eastern deciduous forest in 
the United States. Currently, only 1,000 
acres are protected. 

Another project that might be con-
sidered under the cOlllillued all page 5 
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mission statement 

"The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit organ
ization that protects and preserves land of 
ecological, scenic, historic, agricultural, or 
recreational significance in Kansas." As a 
land trust, the organization uses a variety of 
long-tenn land protection mechanisms but pri
marily accepts conservation easements from 
wi lling landowners. Conservation easements 
are legal agreements by which landowners 
voluntarily restrict the type and amount of use 
permitted on their property. The Kansas Land 
Trust (KLT) is tax-exempt as described in 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. Donations of easements or land to KLT 
for conservation purposes may have potential 
tax benefits for donors. KLT is funded by 
individual contributors, private foundations, 
corporations, and government agencies. 

board of directors 

Beverley J. Worster, President 
Catherine Hauber, Vice President 

Bryan Welch, Treasurer 
Kelly Kindscher, Secretary 

Lynn Byczynski Myrl Duncan 
Julie Elfving Chelsi Hayden 

Donna Luckey 

staff 

RoxAnne Miller, Executive Director 
Steve Roels , Conservation Associate 

Karen Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

outlook 
I am proud to be a part of increased results at the land trust. In our sixteenth year of 

operations we increased the total acres preserved by 20%. Yet each year I am struck by 
the disparity between the large number of landowners who inquire about protecting their 
land and those who actually follow through and achieve the preservation they consid
ered. Last year fewer than 5% of the landowners who showed they were interested actu
ally accomplished those preservation dreams. So what stood between the dream and the 
preservation? Of course there are a host of circwnstances for landowners, but one of the 
most common obstacles to a conservation easement is making a contribution to support 
stewardship funds. Many owners, eager to protect their land from conversion to other 
uses, simply do not have the resources to make a cash donation that provides for the 
long-term protection of the land. KLT is grateful for the generosity of landowners who 
have historically provided the bulk of stewardship donations. But we want to make it 
possible for more landowners who are dreaming of preserving their land to get it done. 
That is why we are kicking off a campaign to support stewardship. This campaign will 
enable donors to partner with landowners to fund the promise of permanent protection. 
Stewardship contributions support the land trust's promise to protect the land in perpe
tuity after the project is completed. The details of the costs in fulfilling this promise may 
not be glamorous, but the preservation is not much more than a hope if the land trust does 
not adequately fund this promise. Stewardship focuses on preventing problems by maw 
taining good relationships with the landowners, educating new landowners when 1.\ 
property changes hands and assisting landowners when they exercise reserved rights . It 
also includes regularly monitoring the properties to be certain the restrictions are fol
lowed and working with landowners to resolve minor easement contilllled all page 4 

Redbud trees in bloom in the Baldwin woods. 

lIansas land nus! 
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n a Saturday afternoon in the 
late fall I was attaching a new 
wire fence to its metal posts. 

The work required long hours with the 
fencing tool, alternately standing and 
then hunkering down in the cold mud to 
clip the bottom strand to the post with a 
short piece of wire. Securing the bottom 
is important where dogs and coyotes are 
likely to trouble the livestock. You can't 
keep them out altogether, but you can 
make it inconvenient for them. The job 
requires that you sit cross-legged on the 
cold ground to work the clumsy tool 
around the bottom strand, flush with the 
.fllrf. The two higher clips take me about 

linute, total, to attach. The bottom clip 
may take me three minutes. 

On a cool, still prairie day in my 
neighborhood the air smells faintly of wet 
grass, and earth, nothing more. On this 
particular day, though, I kept getting a 
whiff of something else I couldn't place. 
It was a strong, but pleasant smell. 
Oddly, I only smelled it when I was sitting 
in the wet. Once I stood, I smelled only 
grass and mud. I puzzled for an hour or 
two over the source of the aroma. I 
checked my pockets for leftover sand
wiches. I smelled the cuffs of my jacket. 
Nothing there. I felt sure I was smelling 
food. 

Then I had it. 
Onions. I smelled onions. 
In the late fall and early spring in 

eastern Kansas where we live, wild 
onions flourish. I suppose they grow all 
summer, but they are obvious in the 
spring and fall when the grass is dormant 
- deep green against the background of 
dormant grass and dead, brown clover. 

'IOU don't use herbicides, you'll find 
.;m allover the lawn. When I sat down 

to work on the bottom of the fence, I was 
crushing wild onions. That's why I was 

thinking of sandwiches. I pulled a few of 
the green sprouts and chewed them. 

For reasons that are hard to 
describe, I really enjoyed my little 
discovery. 

If you live on the prairie and you trav
el frequently, people from elsewhere 
tend to ask you, "Why Kansas?" The 
most straightforward answer is that most 
of us either grew up here or we came 
here for a job. But we could go else
where, of course, and the real question 
is, "Why do you stay in Kansas?" 

Setting aside the obvious geograph
ic chauvinism behind the question, I think 
we have a good reason. We love it here. 

I don't mean love in the sense that 
we once saw a postcard featuring a 
Kansas view and, infatuated, resolved to 
move here. That never happens. It's 
more of an arranged-marriage sort of 
love. We live here. We breathe the air. 
We listen to the wind. We build a fence. 
We smell the onions. And one day we 
discover we love it. 

Love sometimes leads to intimacy. 
Just as often, though, intimacy leads to 
love. Most of us probably married a 
young beauty with whom we were infatu
ated. Twenty years later, if we're lucky, 
we love a middle-aged person with 
whom we've built a life. Two different 
kinds of love, even when it's the same 
people involved. 

For me, the "Why Kansas?" question 
is often followed up with, "Why do you 
live out there in the country?" Or, "Why 
do you want to spend your spare time 
taking care of that place?" 

The work we do on our property 
brings us into intimate contact with the 
land. Whether it's a 100-square-foot 
urban garden or 20,000 acres of 
Montana grass, that close contact tends, 
over time, to inspire affection in most 

people. When you feel that way, caring 
for the yard ceases to be work. Often, it's 
love. Sometimes it's art. Usually, it's 
deeply fulfilling. 

That's the only reasonable explana
tion for why so many of our nation's farm
ers keep running $2 million properties for 
$40,000-a-year incomes. It's the only 
explanation for why suburbanites, like 
me, spend their vacations on the tractor 
instead of on the beach. 

"Why Kansas?" is like asking "Why 
Cindy?" or "Why Steve?" Once upon a 
time the question might have been 
appropriate. Like right after the second 
date, for instance. But we're way past the 
courtship now, and we're not shopping 
for a life any more. We're living one. 

So if you have a friend who's chosen 
a life in Omaha, or Birmingham, or 
Harrisburg, or Topeka, before you ask 
them, "for God's sake, why?," we have a 
suggestion for you. Move out here for 
five years. Buy a house. Plant a garden. 
Prune a tree. Munch a few wild onions. 
Then we can sit down together and talk 
about, "Why Kansas?" 
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Wiedemann Foundation contributes to KL T 
by Beverley Worster 

T
he K.T. Wiedemann Foundation has contributed $25,000 to KL T's Flint Hills Campaign. The gift will help fund 
our work throughout the Flint Hills, including the comprehensive, long-term plan to protect 50,000 acres SUI 

rounding Fort Riley, an area that is 45% native prairie and 55% prime agricultural land. This gift provides a 
significant boost for our progress in establishing the Flint Hills as a priority area, protecting habitat essential for rare 
and endangered species located in this region. KL T has set a goal of completing conservation easements on 8,000 
acres in the Flint Hills by, or before, the end of 2012. Toward that end, we need to raise one dollar of private fund
ing for every three dollars of public funding; this gift puts us over the half-way mark toward the funds needed for 
2007. Easements, donated or purchased, keep the land in private ownership and allow for continued ranching and 
other agricultural uses while restricting conversion to residential or commercial development. 

Based in Wichita, the Wiedemann Foundation was established in 1959 by Karl T. and Gladys Wiedemann to sup
port thei r vision for a finer quality of life within Wichita and the state of Kansas. Mr. Wiedemann owned interests in 
oil and gas, and the Wiedemanns owned and operated a 15,000 acre ranch in the Flint Hills. After her husband's 
death, Mrs. Wiedemann served as trustee and president of the Foundation, contributing to many organizations that 
provided services in the areas of art, health, ch ildren, the elderly and the disadvantaged ... 

KL T hosts conservation partner forum 
On May 21, the Kansas Land Trust sponsored a Conservation Partner Forum in 

conjunction with the Army Compatible Use Buffer Project (ACUB). It brought 
together 25 representatives from federal, state and local conservation agencies and 
nonprofit organizations. The group met at the Riley Conference Center at Ft. Riley to 
learn about programs available in the Northern Flint Hills region, explore how they 
could benefit from joint efforts and create an on-going dialogue among the organiza
tions. The groups offer programs that include wildlife enhancement, watershed pro
tection, and prairie restoration. These programs can assist landowners to improve and 
maintain easement properties. The partners agreed to meet again later in the year. 

Top Right: Scott Carlson, Alan Hynek, Jan Garton, Greg Kramos, Clint Thornton, & John Barbur. 
Bottom Right: Ryan Jones, John Bond and Alan Hynek. 

lIanlu Lan~ Trul' 
Page 4 Stewardship Notes Kansas Land Trust, Summer 2007 

Outlook continued from page 2 

violations. Finally, we must be prepared 
when necessary to enforce the easement 
agreement through court proceedings. 
KLT is committed to fulfilling our prom
ise of permanent preservation and does 
not complete projects without adequate 
stewardship funds . So I encourage you to 
help KLT narrow the gap between the 
96% who only dream about preserving 
their land and the 4% who accomplish 
permanent preservation. Watch for more 
in upcoming months showing how 
can help provide for the stewardship c.. ~ 

some truly beautiful lands in Kansas .... 
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Summer and fall in the Baldwin Woods. 

EC02 continued from page 1 

EC02 plan is to purchase a conservation easement on a buffer 
around the Blackjack Battlefield, currently being developed as 
a historic Civil War site, near Baldwin. Several native prairies 
in the county also might be eligible for a purchased conserva-

easements. 
The EC02 Plan doesn't call for a specific funding mecha

nism for preserving land and creating business parks; rather, 
each proposal will be considered independently and could 
include general obligation bonds, grants, a hotel tax, industri
al revenue bonds, a mortgage registration tax, real estate prop
erty tax, sales tax, special assessments and tax increment 
financing. 

The Plan also sets out criteria for choosing land for 
preservation. Above all, a proposal must be consistent with 
local communities' plans and the landowners must be willing 
and enthusiastic about perpetuating conservation values . 
Examples of conservation values important for preservation 
include endangered species habitats, riparian areas, native 
prairies, mature forests, wetlands and historic sites. Other cri
teria that will help with ranking of proposals include water 
quality protection, multiple conservation values, proximity to 

kansas land trust 

2006 honor roll 
We offer our sincere appreciation to these friends 

who contributed to the Kansas Land Trust between 
January 1, 2006 and December 31, 2006. 

We sincerely apologize for omitting these contributors 
from our annual report. 

Ron & Joyce Wolf 

._-_.--- 2 

other natural areas, high risk of development, accessibility to 
the public, funding options, size of the tract, and ecological 
quality. The EC02 Commission tested its model to see what 
kinds of proposals would be highly ranked. The top five were: 

• 100 acres riparian land along the Wakarusa River, with 
historic significance. 

• 100 acres along the scenic corridor of the Kansas River. 
• 100 acres in Baldwin Woods. 
• 100 acres buffer of Clinton Lake. 
• 100 acres agricultural land in the Kansas River Valley 

flood plain. 
Similarly, the commission established weights for various 

factors that will help local governments select future industri
al and business parks. The greatest weight, 25%, was assigned 
to proximity to transportation. Other factors include total 
acreage, average slope, extraordinary costs, and existing plans 
for the area. 

Miller said that one of the most important consequences of 
the plan for the future is that "Rather than opposing develop
ment projects, we plan where industrial parks should be so we 
don't lose critical conservation lands. And we will permanent
ly preserve our priority areas." 

She predicts that the EC02 plan will serve as a model for 
other communities in Kansas and nationwide, especially where 
development and environmental interests are often at logger
heads. 

Two lessons from the process stand out in her mind: 
"Healthy communities seek economic development that 
includes land preservation. And long-standing adversarial rela
tionships can be transfonned so that the commu
nity accomplishes more of what really matters. " ... 
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Homage to the Flint Hills 
A Gathering of Art Inspired by the Tallgrass Prairie of Kansas 
KL T offers this beautiful compilation of art from artists who love the prairies for $20 

KL T offers these distinguished note cards from Doug Guess and Lisa Grossman. 
Packs of six of the same image for $10 or a variety pack of ten for $16. 

DOUG GUESS NOTE CARDS - PRINTS OF WATERCOLOR PAINTINGS OF NATIVE PRAIRIE WILDFLOWERS 

Prairie Storm 
Downy Gentian 

Rough Blazing Star 

Mead's Milkweed 

LISA GROSSMAN NOTE CARDS - PRINTS OF OIL PAINTINGS OF THE FLINT HILLS 

Photographed by James Nedresky. 

Winterfield 

Kalsu talll Trust 

Prairie Twilight 

Summer Clouds 

JOHN HULSEY AND ANN TRUSTY 
LIMITED EDITION MATTED PRINTS 

KL T offers matted prints featuring art by John Hulsey 
and Ann Trusty for $20 each. 

Sunflower is a print of an oil painting. 
Evening Ride is a print of a watercolor painting. 
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Sky Color Sketch 

Summer Bouquet 

Shadowed Hills 



PRINTS OF THE KANSAS LANDSCAPE, VOLUMES I AND II 
KL T is offering prints of photos by Mark Feiden & Edward C. Robison III for $30 each. Indicate your choice on the 
order form below. All images are printed on 11 x 14 white paper. 

Autumn Forest, 7.5" x 12" 

Douglas County 

Pastel Prairie, 5.5" x 13" 

Leavenworth County 

Lone Tree on High Plains, 9" x 12" 
Norton County 

Fall on the Flint Hills 11,8.5" x 12" 

Greenwood County A Blanketed Landscape, 8" x 12" 

Wyandotte County 
Wabaunsee Vista, 10.5" x 11" 

Wabaunsee County 

Winter Details, 9" x 12" 

Douglas County 

.. 
~ . 

0 , 

Mystic Meadow, 4" x 13" 

Douglas County 

Sunset on Tallgrass, 7" x 12" 

Butler County 

Sunflowers, 9.5" x 12" Early Summer Shower, 9" x 12" 

F'E:~f=E:~lr ~_D_O_Ug~l_aS __ co_u_n~ty~ __________________________ R_a_w_li_ns __ c_ou_n_ty __________________________________ ~ 

FOR A 

GIFT! 
PRINTS: 
The Kansas Landscape Vall & Vo/.1I ($30 per print, plus $6 shipping) 

Sunflower by A. Justy (Limited Edition , Matted) ($20 plus $6 shipping) 
Evening Ride by J. Hulsey (Limited Edition, Matted) ($20 plus $6 shipping) 

Name: __________________ _ 

Address: _________________ _ 

City,State,Zip : ________________ _ 

Telephone: ________________ _ 

Email: __________________ _ 

Prints of ________ _ 
Prints of ________ _ 
Prints 
Prints 

$_-
$_-
$_-
$_--

BOOKS: Kansas Landscape:lmages From Home Vall & Vol. II, by Mark Feiden and Edward C. Robison III ($10 plus $1 .50 shipping each) $ ___ _ 
Homage to the Flint Hills A Gathering of Art Inspired by the Tallgrass Prairie of Kansas ($20 plus $4 shipping each) $ ___ _ 

T-SHIRTS: Burgundy or Green long sleeve t-shirts with the Kansas Land Trust logo on the sleeve. ($15 plus $6 shipping) $_--
Medium, Large or XLarge. Colors vary according to size. 

NOTE CARDS: 
Doug Guess Watercolor Paintings of wildflowers on native prairie 
___ Rough Blazing Star, six note cards ($10) 
___ Prairie Storm, six note cards ($10) 
___ Summer Bouquet, six note cards ($10) 
___ Mead's Milkweed, six note cards ($10) 
___ Downy Gentian, six note cards ($10) 
___ Variety Pack of ten note cards ($16) 

make checks payable to Kansas Land Trust and mail your 
order to: KL T, 16 E 13th St., Lawrence KS 66044-3502 

Lisa Grossman Oil Paintings of the Flint Hills of Kansas 
___ Winterfield, six note cards ($10) 
___ Sky Color Sketch, six note cards ($10) 
___ Summer Clouds, six note cards ($10) 
___ Shadowed Hills, six note cards ($10) 
___ Prairie Twilight, six note cards ($10) 
___ Variety Pack of ten note cards ($16) 

Packs Note cards $10 each 
__ Packs Variety Note cards $16 each 
__ Packs Note cards x $1 .50 shipping 

Total Amount Enclosed 

$_-
$_ -
$_--

$--::=== 
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• Join KL T for a Fall day in the Flint Hills. On Saturday, October 13, 2007 you are invited to a hayrack ride tour of the 
prairie and an old fashioned box lunch at the Kent and Rose Bacon Ranch near Council Grove. The event begins at 
10 a.m. with the tour of the 500 acre ranch, which is permanently preserved by KL T. Lunch will follow. Registration is 
required for this event. 

After the KL T tour ends at 12:30, you might want to head to Cottonwood Falls, about a 40 minute drive from the 
Bacon Ranch, for the Prairie Art Auction. 

16 E. 13th St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

ijiill§iI§ Limll nllsl 
Address Service Requested 

Here is my annual membership gift of $ ____ to the 
Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

__ $5,000 Guardian 
__ $500 Sustainer 
__ $100 Keeper 

__ $1 ,000 Steward 
__ $250 Caretaker 
__ $50 Member 

Name(s) __________________ _ 

Address 
City, State ________________ _ 

Zip ___________________ _ 

E-mail 
Tel ____________________ _ 

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

Permit No. 190 

My company will match this contribution. 

Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in 
my estate plans. 

o I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my 
estate plans. 

Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

If you wish to make your gift in memory of or in honor of someone special to you, 
kindly attach relevant information and address(es). KL T will be pleased to send notification of your gift. 

Please mail this form with check payable to Kansas Land Trust. Our address is 16 East 13th St., Lawrence, KS 
66044-3502. Questions. Call KL Tat 785-749-3297, email info@klt.org, or visit www.klt.org. 
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Family's legacy preserved by KL T 
The Kansas Land Trust lost a 

good friend on August 12 with the 
death of Donna Marie Stauffer Lantry 
of Lawrence. 

Donna was one of six children of 
Kenneth and Mary Stauffer who 
inherited their parents' SOO-acre farm 
in Saline County. The siblings agreed 
to sell the land to one of the heirs, 
except for a 20-acre hilltop meadow, 

.Jwn as Heritage Hill, that would 
owned jointly and preserved for 

family gatherings. When Donna and 
her husband Bob Lantry learned 
about the Kansas Land Trust, they 
realized that a conservation easement 
would be the perfect way to ensure 
the preservation of the land long after 
they were all gone. 

The Stauffer family donated an 
easement on the property in 2002. 
Today, just five years later, half of the 
heirs have passed away. 

"Donna was very, very pleased 
that they had done the easement," 
said her husband, Bob. "She was a 
great supporter of KLT and very 
proud of preserving the land." 

Developers frequently asked 
Kenneth and Mary Stauffer to sell 
their land when expensive houses 
started appearing in the countryside 
around it. "Mr. Stauffer always 

ned them down because there 
were a lot of quail, pheasants and 
deer up there," Bob recalled. "He 
called the wildlife his buddies, and 
he didn't want his buddies pushed 

out. Without knowing it, he 
was a conservationist." 

Donna wrote an exten
sive description of the land 
that was included with the 
easement documents. Here 
is her account of how the 
land came down through 
the generations, and how 
much it meant to her and 
her siblings: 

"This Protected Property 
is unique to this area of the 
state and represents the 
western edge of the Tall 
Grass Prairie. This protected 
property contains over 90 
types of flora native to this 
region. The Protected 
Property is also unique in 
this area due to its elevated 
areas, which provide over- Donna Lantry and Mike Stauffer at the 
looks of scenic value. Three conservation easement dedication in 2002. 
river valleys, the Solomon, '---_________________ ---' 
Smoky Hill and Saline, provide back
ground views of expanded beauty 
and peace. Many wild animals and 
birds utilize this area due to its pro
tective nature of dense tree growth, 
bottom wetland, and numerous habi-
tats. 

"There is evidence of early settler 
occupation in the past centuries in 
the hillside where family and com
munity historical lore show that 
dugouts were utilized as homes. The 
original Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railroad, the Rock Island Railroad 

and the Kansas Pacific Railroad were 
built approximately one mile to the 
south, and over the years many rail
road spikes and tie-plates have been 
recovered in the fields. The Union 
Pacific, which was preceded by the 
Kansas Pacific, remains today. 
Historic locations such as Iron 
Mound are located nearby. 

"The historical interest is critical 
to the conservation value of The 
Protected Property. The Protected 
Property was originally owned by the 
Kansas Pacific 
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The work of the Kansas Land Trust is a unique combination of real estate law 
and ecological assessment. Not only does KLT perform the legal work that 
makes conservation easements legally binding in perpetuity, it also works with 
landowners to ensure that the conservation values of their land are maintained 
forever. 

When a landowner contacts the Kansas Land Trust about donating or selling a 
conservation easement, one of KLT's first tasks is to assess the ecological value of 
the land. KLT, like most land trusts, is interested in preserving pristine and pro
ductive spaces, such as native prairies, grazing lands and crop land. Once those 
lands are preserved through conservation easements, KLT must monitor them to 
make sure that they remain ecologically healthy through appropriate manage
ment. 

That's a big order for a small organization. But KLT manages to do it all through 
a combination of staff, board expertise, other advisors and continuing education. 

When I started with the Kansas Land Trust, my background was in real estate 
and land use law. But over the years I have gained a tremendous amount of 
knowledge about the ecology of Kansas landscapes, farming and ranching. 

Helping with the scientific end of the business is conservation associate Steve 
Roels, who has a degree in biology, and board member/ecologist Dr. Kellv 
Kindscher of the Kansas Biological Survey. On the farming and ranching asp ) 
of land conservation, the board of directors includes several people with expert
ise, and KLT has numerous experts it can turn to for advice and information. 
Landowners of easement properties can provide a wealth of insight into farming 
and ranching practices. And KLT belongs to a loose-knit coalition of farming, 
ranching, and environmental groups that can be tapped for their expertise. 

In August, Steve Roels and I attended a workshop on the principles of range
land management, grass and animal ecology. We received information about the 
benefits of multi-species grazing, including control of Sericea lespedeza and brush 
on prairies. We are amazed at the success some Kansas landowners have had 
using goats and sheep as well as cattle on their land. 

The workshop was just one of many that are available every year in Kansas to 
help landowners with management issues. One of KLT's goals for the next year is 
to expand its ability to provide easement donors with the resources they need to 
enhance the management of their preserved land .... 

Douglas County attendees at the 
Rangeland Management School 
in Elk County. 

left to right: John Bradley, 
RoxAnne Miller, Steve 
Grandstaff, Beverly Bradley, Jeff 
Johnson, Mike Flory, and Bill 
Wood. 
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Farm Bill needs your support 
Two federal programs that have helped the Kansas Land Trust preserve working lands in the state are set to 

expire this year unless Congress takes action to save them. 
The first is the federal program called the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program. The FRPP was create( 

in the 1996 Farm Bill and reauthorized in the 2002 Farm Bill. Since then, FRPP has provided $85 million a year 
nationwide to help governments and nonprofits pay for conservation easements on working lands. Through 2007, 
the USDA program has enrolled 2,704 easements for 531,958 acres with a value of $1.63 billion and a federal con
tribution of $537 million. 

But the current FRPP is scheduled to expire on September 30 unless the 2007 Farm Bill revives it. The good 
news is that the version of the Farm Bill passed by the House of Representatives in August contains a big funding 
increase for FRPP - $300 million a year over the next five years. Now the Farm Bill goes to the Senate, where there 
is no guarantee the FRPP will do as well, or even survive. The Senate Agriculture Committee is expected to take 
up the Farm Bill in mid-September. 

"The consequences to Kansas would be severe and immediate if the FRPP program expired," said RoxAnne 
Miller, KLT executive director. "Efforts of KLT, other land trusts and ranchers to preserve the Flint Hills in 
Kansas would practically halt. It would be difficult to rekindle the momentum that we've all worked so hard for." 

The second land conservation law that expires December 31, 2007, is an enhanced federal tax deduction for 
landowners who donate conservation easements. The law, signed by President Bush in August 2006, enables ease
ment donors to earn increased tax deductions and a longer time to recover tax benefits from the donation of their 
conservation easements. The law increased the tax deduction for conservation easement donations from 30% to 
50% of a qualified donor's annual income. For qualified farmers, the 2006 law allows them to deduct up to 100% 
of their income. And for all landowners, the law tripled the carry-forward period for deductions from 5 to 15 
years. 

Miller said: "People have just started to pay attention to the increased benefits. Unless it is extended, Kansas 
will continue with very few donated preservation projects. Taxpayers in Kansas would get the greatest bang for 
their tax dollars if FRPP funding continues for easement purchase and the increased tax benefits for donated proj
ects is maintained." 

The Land Trust Alliance, a national group of which KLT is a member, is keeping watch on the two provisions 
as they make their way through Congress. If you would like to help save these two important laws, join LTA's 
Advocate program and receive emailednoticeswhenit.stime to contact your senators or representatives. Sign up 
at http://www.lta.org/publicpolicy / advocates.htmx ... 

Here is my annual membership gift of $ ____ to the 
Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

__ $5,000 Guardian 
__ $500 Sustainer 
__ $100 Keeper 

__ $1,000 Steward 
__ $250 Caretaker 
--$50 Member 

Name(s) _____________________ ___ 

Address 
City, State _______________ _ 

Zip ____________________ __ 

E-mail 
Tel ___________________ __ 

My company will match this contribution. 

Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in 
my estate plans. 

I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my 
estate plans. 

Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

If you wish to make your gift in memory of or in honor of someone special to you, 
kindly attach relevant information and address(es). KLT will be pleased to send notification of your gift. 

Please mail this form with check payable to Kansas Land Trust. Our address is 16 East 13th St., Lawrence, KS 
66044-3502. Questions. Call KLT at 785-749-3297, email info@klt.org, or visit www.klt.org. 
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Late summer, midday, Osage County 

Returning to Kansas after nearly five 
months in Beijing, I am challenged to 
experience my familiar terrain in different 
ways. I find myself struggling to find 
ways to share this land with my Chinese 
students and friends. Although many of 
them nostalgically recall the countryside 
from childhood, most of them have spent 
their lives in the city and are fearful of 
snakes and frogs. With municipal pesti
cide spraying programs in place, they see 
few birds, fewer bugs. With pollution 
prevalent, blue skies and stars are rarities. 
With high rises proliferating and con
struction going on apace, the only visible 
~arth is in immense twelve-wheeled 

trucks toting it away. 
Thinking of these friends, I decided 

to ramble close to home. Thinking of oth
ers as they might have experienced this 
landscape for the first time, I decided to 
ride a bit of the Santa Fe Trail through 
Osage County into Burlingame and 
beyond. Beneath a pale blue sky with 
mountainous clouds, the landscape 
unfolds here, a field, a thicket, a tree at a 
time. Although William Blake may well 
have been able to perceive "a world in a 
grain of sand," each grain of sand is dif
ferent, and the world we thus perceive in 
that particular grain is different, too. I 
would tell my Chinese friends that char
acteristic of the world of Osage County, 
like that of its neighbors, Franklin, 
Douglas, and Shawnee (a new Kansas 
Deparhnent of-Transportation map iden
tifies this area as belonging to the Osage 
Cuestas), is an undulating land of diverse 
)atterns-cieep green fields of soybeans 
oordering yellow fields of com, standing 
tall and ready for harvest, fields of turned 
dark earth bordering grasslands with 

immense rolls of hay scattered about 
them like strange spacecraft. The fields 
are stitched together with windbreaks of 
cedar or hedge trees, with remnants of 
woods, densely woven of diverse decidu
ous trees, with the occasional stone fence. 
Note the embroidery, here and there, 
bright threads of roadside blooms-purple 
thistle, Wild Parsley, golden sunflower; 
small shining mirrors which are ponds; 
knots of cattle clustered under an iconic 
tree, standing alone on a sweep of pas
ture. Characteristic of this world is the 
heat and the wind-94 degrees and fero
cious from the South. Heat and wind 
surge together, pressing down the earth, 
rumpling leaves of trees and soybeans, 
running relentlessly through grass. 

Bolted in a taxi along one of Beijing's 
ten-lane ring roads or in my car along 
Route 56, I am dominated by my sense of 
sight. Only when I stop to walk down an 
unpaved side road off Route 56, can I feel 
the heat and wind of this day and this 
place, pressing and rumpling. Then only 
when I stop walking to listen beyond the 
sound of my own feet kicking gravel can 
I hear the land's response to the heat and 
the wind-a collective soughing and sigh
ing it seems, comprised of grasses thrum
ming, distant leaves rustling, insects
grasshoppers, crickets, cicadas-clicking 
and snapping. Standing still on this spe
cific grain of sand, seeing, listening, feel
ing, I breathe in the Kansas heat and 
wind, and it is as if I can taste and smell 
them, too. Just now, I would have to tell 
my Chinese friends, the land is suffused 
with ripeness, its taste just tinged with 
salt. 

Ruts of the Santa Fe run deep past 
Burlingame where the main street was 

made wide enough for wagons to circle in 
and stay the night. Fox tail, side oats, and 
sunflowers fill the ruts, and cars and 
trucks now park down the center of 
Burlingame's main street. The imprints of 
human habitation on this land are numer
ous and as iconic as the lone tree in a 
sparse field. There are farms which are 
flourishing, with well-crafted fences and 
barns in place, a house with a wide wrap
around porch, a swing in the great burr 
oak in the front yard, and a mailbox by 
the side of the road with its red flag up. 
There are farms which have fallen in on 
themselves, the walls of barns and houses 
tilting, their roofs swayback, and silos 
sprouting wild green crowns. There are 
cemeteries which resemble complicated 
chess boards, covering an acre with mul
tiple elaborate monuments, and there are 
cemeteries with only a few weathered 
stones, tipped by time in the comer of a 
field. The steeples of small compact 
churches provide this landscape with 
exclamation marks, but the sturdy coun
try schools of Osage County have now 
become museums or community centers 
or as derelict as some farmhouses, prey to 
rats and woodrot and memory. I consid
er the hopes imbued in towns with names 
such as Centropolis and Pomona as well 
as the losses indicated by towns with 
Native American names such as 
Quenemo and Osage City. But what I 
wish above all I could share with my 
Chinese friends would be the sense I have 
of reaching the crest of hill in this familiar 
eastern Kansas land and, beneath a bil
lowing sky, feeling the land expand 
below me with all of its infinite possibili
ties for shaping life. III.. 
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embers gather at Laman prairie June 23 
Left: Rare Regal Fritillary on Beebalm. This butterfly 

indicates Laman's tallgrass prairie is high quality. 
Center: View of the Laman Tallgrass prairie. 
Right: Kelly Kindscher, center, facing forward, pointing 

out prairie plants on the walking tour. 

Photo by Craig Phillips Photo by Steve Roels Photo by Craig Phillips 

About 50 people came out to celebrate the prairie on a beautiful June day at Jane Laman's preserved land near , 
Manhattan. We not only got a tour of Laman's tallgrass prairie but we also helped celebrate the 96th birthday of a 
new member, Harold Reese. The food, catered by Magpie Market, in Oldsburg, Kansas, was spectacular. The music 
was an informal bluegrass group from Alta Vista (thanks guys!) and the pies ... yummm - homemade - nothing bet
ter. We hope to see you at our next event. 

Railroad and was sold to early settlers in order to promote 
westward growth. This land was first obtained from the 
railroad in 1875 and Daniel Donmeyer, our Great-Great 
Grandfather, bought it in October of 1884. He was the 

ther of our Great Grandmother, Laura Donmeyer 
.auffer. She became the owner in 1890 and eventually 

our parents became owners. Simon Donmeyer our ances
tor, who brought his family to the area from Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania, founded the town of New Cambria along 
with the first store and post office. New Cambria was 
named after Cambria Township, his home in Johnstown. 
School District #10 in New Cambria was organized in 
1873. This school district was where our father K.L. 
Stauffer, our uncle H. Dean Stauffer, our aunt Mildred 
Louise, cousins, as well as the Trustees attended school. It 
was here our father served on the school board for all 
those years we attended and it was at this school where 
our mother was an integral part of all entertainment and 
fund raiser functions for the school and community. 

"On April 20, 1873, the Peace Lutheran Church was 
organized with the first service and first communion held 
in Lewis Donmeyer's (a relative) barn. A Mason-Hamlin 
organ owned by Simon Donmeyer (a relative) was used 
and is still in use today. Our father farmed the ground for 
most of his life and that land was donated by members of 
the Kirtland family (also relatives) to the Peace Lutheran 
Church, with all proceeds going for support of the church. 
Two miles south of the Protected Property is the 

)nmeyer Cemetery where many of the first ancestors 
who came from Pennsylvania are buried. 

"Through living the joys and trials of a farming fami
ly we harvested a deep association and love of the land. 

We grew to know ourselves better because of our connec
tion with nature, its rhythms, gifts and complications. We 
could contemplate the richness of nature's gifts and see its 
simple beauty. Our hidden connections, the invisible tan-. 
gibles are our moral standards, sensuality, spirituality, 
memories and aspirations. These helped formulate who 
we are today. This Protected Property is a living legacy 
and is a metaphor of life as there is both joy and discon
tent. On the Protected Property we sought recreation such 
as sledding, hunting, campouts, hide and seek and ball 
games. It was also a refuge from work and trouble, a con
templative respite. At one time a small corner had sup
plied food as a corn patch and at times minor grazing was 
provided. The Protected Property owned by our ancestors 
will forever be a legacy from them to all those who, like us, 
will forever be a part of the land from whence we came." 

Heritage Hill is open to the public. Markers commem
orating Stauffer ancestors are located along a walking trail 
that loops to the top of the hill. It is located east of Salina 
and easily reached by taking the 1-70 exit for Niles Rd (exit 
260). Go south approximately 1/2 mile; then west on 
Campbell Road, for 1/2 mile, to the gate on the north side 
of the road, look for a large steel butterfly near the gate. 
Park outside the gate and follow the trail up the hill. 

Donna Stauffer Lantry, who died at age 73 after a 15-
month struggle with cancer, requested that donations in 
her name be made to the Kansas Land Trust, 16 w. 13th, 
Lawrence, KS 66045 (Stauffer Conservation Easement) 
and the Audio Reader Network, Sensory Garden Project 
(Attn. Diana Fredrick), 1120 W. 11th, Lawrence, KS 
66044 ..... 
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KL T offers leadership opportunities 

The KLT Board of Directors will have a few vacancies soon. If you are a KLT member and have an interest in 
serving on the board, contact Donna Luckey for more information about the fun, satisfaction, and work of 
being a board member. Donna Luckey, 16 East 13th St., Lawrence, KS 66044 or email.luckey@sunflower.com 

16 E. 13th St. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 NON PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
US. POSTAGE 

Iiansas Land Trust 
Address Service Requested 

mark your 

PAID 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

Permit No. 190 

Please check our website for updates, www.klt.org . 

• Join KLT for Fun in the Flint Hills. On Saturday, October 13, 2007 you are invited to a hayrack ride tour of the prairie 
and a barbeque lunch at the Kent and Rose Bacon Ranch near Council Grove. The event begins at 10 a.m. with the 
hayride tour of the 500 acre ranch, which is permanently preserved by KLT. Lunch will follow. 
Registration is required for this event. 

Reservations required by October 5th. $10 per person, includes meal and all activities. 

Name(s) 

Address 

City, state, ZIP 

Email 

Phone 

Number of people attending x $10 Total enclosed ---- Photo by Jim Turner, Jim Turner Photography 

Please mail this registration, with your check, by October 5th, payable to: 

Kansas Land Trust 
16 E 13th Street 

Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

You will receive a confirmation email or telephone call with directions to the event. 
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Local leaders launch open space program 

Baldwin Woods, October 2006. Photo by EdIVaI'd Robison. 

Douglas County and its major city, Lawrence, have taken the 
first step toward implementing a unique open space preservation 
program by issuing a request for proposals from landowners 
interested in protecting their property, Called EC02 (eco
squared), the community-funded plan provides several methods 
for preserving land, one of which is purchased conservation ease-

'nts. The owners of the land pictured above have asked the 
' __ dnsas Land Trust to act as their partner in this process, to 
prepare and submit a proposal and, if it is selected, to prepare and 
hold the conservation easement. 

This 300-acre proposal includes a large expanse of 

oak/hickory forest near Baldwin City and is adjacent to KU's 
Bridenthall Reserve and other protected properties. It is valuable 
for its high-quality forest, sandstone cliffs, riparian area and 
pasture. It is part of an 8,000 acre deciduous forest known as 
Baldwin Woods. Currently, only 1,000 acres are protected. 

KLT is eager to help Douglas County landowners with the 
application and easement process and expects the EC02 program 
to become a model for other communities in Kansas and nation
wide. For more information about EC02, go to the KLT website 
www.klt.org and view the article in our Summer 2007 Newsletter 
or call KLT and we will provide a copy. 
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mission statement 

"The Kansas Land TlUst is a nonprofit organ
ization that protects and preserves land of eco
logical, scenic, historic, agricultural, or recre
ational significance in Kansas. " As a land trust, 
the organization uses a variety of long-tenn 
land protection mechanisms but primarily 
accepts conservation easements from willing 
landowners. Conservation easements are legal 
agreements by which landowners voluntarily 
restrict the type and amount of use pelmitted 
on their property. The Kansas Land TlUst 
(KLT) is tax-exempt as described in Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Dona
tions of easements or land to KLT for conser
vation purposes may have potential tax bene
fits for donors. KLT is funded by individual 
contributors, private foundations, corporations, 
and government agencies. 

board of directors 

Beverley J. Worster, President 
Catherine Hauber, Vice President 

Bryan Welch, Treasurer 
Kelly Kindscher, Secretary 

Lynn Byczynski Myrl Duncan 
Julie Elfving Chelsi Hayden 

Donna Luckey 

staff 
RoxAnne Miller, Executive Director 
Steve Roels, Conservation Associate 

Karen Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

outlook 
RoxAnne Miller, Executive Director . 

One of the tasks for KL T at this time of year is preparing the annual budget. Certainly, 
this is an important part of our work, but when there's too much paperwork and numbers 
without some balance and inspiration ... let's just say I'm not at my best. At times like this, 
I occasionally have to set the paper and details aside and turn to any number of things 
that boost my spirit. I visit the land we preserve, spend time with people I care about, or 
take time to read something inspirational. These things restore me and I am reminded 
why shuffling all the papers and attending to the details of budgets are important. 

This morning , in just that spot, I turned to some inspirational reading. I got lost in a 
wonderful article by William Cronan, "Saving the Land We Love: Conservation and 
American Values ." He describes the natural places we protect in the city, suburb, working 
landscapes and wilderness as "cultural landscapes." And he boldly states something I 
have believed for quite some time: "If we fail to protect nature in all of these cultural 
landscapes, we will fail to protect nature in any of them. " 

Cronan argues that an urban green space, as a symbol of nature, is just as important 
as wilderness. A symbol of nature provides a critical way for us to reconnect with nature 
and helps us pass on to our children the value of caring for the world that sustains us. 
While some land trusts preserve only landscapes, working lands, or urban areas, collec
tively we preserve all of these. I have come to understand that what really fires my 
passion is to work on a mix of all of these lands. KLT is planning and doing projects within 
that full range, from large working landscapes in the Flint Hills to urban and suburban 
properties in the Kansas City Metropolitan Area . Let us remember these are cultural 
landscapes because we are not just preserving lands and ecosystems, but the human 
values those lands embody. And it is those values that create the desire and the me? 
for conservation . 

So before I turn back to the budget, I want to encourage you to tap into some inspira
tion - perhaps by reading the article that inspired me. You can go to the following link 
online to read it in the Land Trust Alliance's Special Report: http://www.lta.org/publica
tions/exchange/speciaUssue.html. We have a limited number of the printed issue to 
distribute, so if you can't access it online, just give us a call and we'll send it to you . 

On behalf of everyone at the Kansas Land Trust, I'd like to thank you for your support 
in 2007. May your holidays be filled with pleasures of all kinds, including time to 
experience and appreciate the natural world you are helping to preserve. 

Place a KL T bucket under a dripping faucet ... 
The search engine GoodSearch donates a 
few cents to nonprofits each time it is used, 
like a dripping faucet filling a bucket of the 
user's choice. Now, GoodSearch is offering 
an even better way to raise money for non
profits - GoodShop, in which many online 
retailers will rebate a percentage of each 
purchase to the nonprofit of your choice. 
KLT is enrolled in these two programs, and 
we encourage our members to use them to 
raise funds for land preservation in 
Kansas . Here's how it works: Go to 
www.goodsearch.com and in the box that 
says "Who do you GoodSearch for?" type 
in Kansas Land Trust. Then you can type in 
your search terms in the box below. Every 
time you use this search engine, a few cents 

are contributed to KLT. When you shop 
online, start on the GoodSearch home 
page. You'll see a box that says "Who do 
you GoodShop for?" Click on that, and 
when the page loads you'll see dozens of 
online retailers and the percentage of your 
purchase that they will donate. Most 
donations range from 1 % to 5% - a signifi
cant amount of money over time, and 
especially during the holiday gift-buying 
season. Be sure to choose KLT as the 
charity of your choice before clicking 
through to the retailer's web site. This is a 
great way to funnel corporate philanthr , 
dollars to local causes. There is no cost to 
you. Thanks for thinking of KLT as you 
search and shop online. 

Hansos Land Trusl 
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Scenic Drives-Barber and Clark Counties 

Scenic Drives in Southwestern Kansas do not have a burg
er stand or a souvenir shop on every corner. Scenic Drives 

in Southwestern Kansas do not have corners. Often deeply 
rutted, they unroll over hills, bend around buttes, cross cattle 
guards into open range. Scenic Drives in Southwestern 
Kansas cause you to pause, to get out of your car and be over
whelmed by colors and shapes, by bird and wind songs, by 
scents of plants, by the widening of land and sky as well as the 
minute eco-systems in a clump of sand lilies by the side of the 
road . In passing through this area with Coronado, his lieu
tenant, Juan Jaramillo accurately noted, "It is a hilly country, 
but has table-lands, plains, and charming rivers." 

With the High Plains behind us, we turned off Highway 160 
onto the rough Gypsum Hills Scenic Drive in mid-afternoon in 
mid-September with grey rain clouds smudging the blue sky. 
The long stretches of red-gold milo and green-gold corn fields 
, qd given way to a rumpled earth of many colors. Mesas, the 

_ _ .ill standing sediment of shallow seas from the late Permian 
Period of 260 million years ago, appeared in layers of rusty red 
siltstones, sandstones and shale, colored by iron oxide, striped 
with thin layers of soft white gypsum. Weather in the course of 
those millions of years had rounded some mesas into brick
colored "flower pots," while others appeared sheared clean off 
revealing the sky drifting behind them. 

Our drive twisted and turned among these hills, known as 
either the Red Hills or the Gypsum Hills, with grasses-big and 
little bluestem, side oats and blue grama-moving across them 
in swatches of green, just beginning to take on autumn's gold
en tinge. Cedars dotted these hills and filled their crevices and 
canyons, turning them into dark green spillways. In this 
already vivid landscape, the bright yellows of broom snake
weed, curlycup gumweeds, Missouri goldenrod, and common 
sunflowers, the whites of snow-on-the mountain, steno
siphons, annual eriogonum, and bractless mentzelia, and the 
dashes of magenta gay-feathers created galaxies of color 
among the grasses and along the road . We stopped the car to 
look more closely at a constellation of flowers and discovered 
a cluster of insects-tiger beetles, bees, a paper wasp-hovering, 
clinging, squirming into and around them. A small prairie lizard 
scurried away on our arrival, scattering sand and contributing 
to a whir of sounds. Back in the car and once more focused on 
the panorama, we came soon to a second sudden stop-this 

ne for a tarantula resolutely and visibly trucking across the 
road in front of us. She had business to attend to as did we, 
having promised to be in Ashland by nightfall. We paused 
briefly to examine one another in the roadside grasses before 

respectfully parting company. Mule deer emerged suddenly on 
the road ahead of us, flickering their large, leaf-like ears, 
demanding that we stop again, emphatically indicating that this 
narrow road only seemed owned by humans and their vehi
cles. 

The next morning leaving Ashland, we headed north off 
Highway 160 on the road to Clark State Fishing Lake under 
grey skies. Dark, wind-driven tumbleweeds jammed up against 
fences outlined the road and divided the fields of grass or corn 
which spread out between craggy buttes. Occasionally show
ing some of the red we'd seen yesterday, these buttes, the 
remnants of the Ogallala mortarbeds, appeared ghostly in the 
day's muted colors. On an austere, treeless crest named 
Monte Cristo, a monument honored three Benedictine brothers 
who had been massacred in 1876 after struggling to create a 
monastery here. Canyons, seamed with subtle greys and 
creams and rose, cracked the land open, and the cottonwoods 
here, stunted by the wind, developed thick curvaceous trunks. 
One cottonwood, however, grew straight up several stories 
from a canyon's interior, its canopy expanding in a profusion of 
leaves and large branches around the canyon's rim. In the 
expectation of seeing mammoth bones projecting from the 
earth here, we'd left the car to visit this particular site, but 
found instead a homesteader's cast-iron Giant Majestic stove 
rusting in the grass. A light drizzle softened the edges of this 
day. 

We had passed small ponds where ancient shells could be 
discovered imbedded in rock and where great blue herons 
fished as we wound our slow way toward Clark State Fishing 
Lake. Created by damming Bluff Creek in 1934, the lake shone 
below us as we stood on the rimrock surrounding it as swirling 
swallows lassoed the light rain above us. The road plunged 
precariously down to the lake, hugging a cliff and giving us a 
lizard's eye view of the colorful flowers on its face--the prickly 
pear's plump red fruits, the Carolina horse nettle's purple blos
soms, and the gleaming petals of an unusually late blooming 
plains yellow primrose. At the lake, with summer's visitors 
gone, picnic tables and camp sites were vacated, although a 
community of turkey vultures had moved into a dead cotton
wood by the headquarters. With no wind, the lake itself 
seemed resting in time. Coming around its northern tip, how
ever, we saw a creek gushing and frothing white water through 
a red canyon over an upheaval of red rocks-the tumultuous 
result of nine inches of May rain in a 91,000 acre watershed, 
a dramatic sign that a Scenic Drive in Kansas on 
a grey day may be astonishing and wondrous .... 
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KLT recalls generosity of Hortense "Tensie" Oldfather 
The Kansas Land Trust is among the 

many organizations that benefited from 
the vision and generosity of Tensie 
Oldfather, a Lawrence philanthropist 
who died on October 2. 

Mrs. Oldfather contributed regularly 
to KLT, and made several large gifts at 
critical points in our organization's 
history. She also donated a conservation 
easement on her own land, 60 acres of 
forest and cropland in Douglas County. 

Kelly Kindscher, a founding board 
member, recalled going out to visit 
Tensie and her husband Charley 
Oldfather during the first year or two of 
KLT's existence. 

"I remember sitting down in their 
living room, with lots of light streaming 
in, over a cup of tea, and visiting with 
them about our organization and what 
our purpose and goals were, and what 
we wanted to do during the next year," 
he said. "They thought about it and sent 
us a check. In the second year or third, I 
remember going out, continuing the dis
cussion, and they wrote us a very nice 
check on the spot! I can't remember 
exactly, but it was for $5,000 or 
$10,000. At that time, this was a tremen
dous boost to our organization and the 
biggest check that we had received. 
Their generosity was really wonderful 
and helpful to a fledgling organization." 

Laurie Ward, a former executive 
director of KLT, recalled working with 
Mrs. Oldfather: 

"When I came to work for KLT, I 
began meeting with and having tele
phone conversations with Tensie, who 
was still living in her old house on the 
property. For some months, we talked 
mostly about her life and her family. She 
told me about how her seven children 
grew up outside, enjoying nature around 
them, gardening, and raising a few farm 
animals. For a while, she would only 
briefly touch on the concept of donating 
a conservation easement." 

"Finally, one morning, 
Tensie called to tell me she 
had lived through her last 

The Oldfather farm protected by KL T. 

winter out in the country, and she began 
planning her move to Brandon Woods. 
The completion of the conservation ease
ment occurred fairly soon after that." 

"My strongest impressions of Tensie 
are her forthrightness , reasoning, fore
sight, and thoughtfulness. Tensie stated 
that she didn't want the landmark 
forested hill to become just another 
development or to see the land divided 
up for houses. She understood the value 
of the prime farmland portion of the 
property. Tensie wasn't sure if any of her 
children would ever return to the home
stead, but she was satisfied, knowing 
that KLT would take care of the land, as 
she was no longer able to. Tensie's and 
Charley's philosophy was that one 
doesn't own land but serves a while as its 
caretaker. " 

The Oldfathers moved to Kansas 
from Milwaukee in 1950 when Mr. 
Oldfather accepted a position on the KU 
law faculty. At about the time the last of 
their seven children left home, Mrs. 
Oldfather received a substantial inheri
tance. She always said she didn't want to 
live like a rich person, but instead 
wanted to make a difference in the city 
she had come to call home. 

She and her husband donated 
millions of dollars to KU, especially to 
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Kansas Public Radio and Oldfather 
Studios, which house KU's film depart
ment. Mr. Oldfather died in 1996, and 
Mrs. Oldfather continued to support a 
wide range of causes and organizatiow 
in Douglas County. In 2000, she gave l. 
million to start the Douglas County 
Community Foundation, which led 
many other individuals and businesses 
to contribute. By 2005, the foundation's 
endowment had grown to $10 million 
and it gave $186,000 to 38 nonprofit 
organizations in the county. 

RoxAnne Miller, KLT executive 
director, said, "I enjoyed visiting with 
Tensie about the current work at KLT. 
Her contributions will live on through 
all of KLT's work, but particularly in the 
Flint Hills and in the preservation of her 
farm." 

Tensie Oldfather, 1999, in her rural 
Douglas County home. 



Riley County family protects rangeland 
The Kunze family of Randolph, farming and lived there for five years. in the bottoms." 

Kansas , has placed a conservation Hal's grandfather reportedly staked the He has seen bobcats frequently over 
easement on 640 acres of native prairie last claim in the county, and got a job at the years. Twice, he said, he has seen 
north of Manhattan. The section of land, Winkler's Mill while raising cattle. Even- mountain lions. "We were deer hunting 
which has no buildings on it, is now tually, his two sons took over the cattle about six or seven years ago and we saw a 
preserved in perpetuity for grazing cattle, business and expanded it into rented mountain lion - he was big, a golden 
hunting and fishing. color, and running real fast 

The Kansas Land Trust along the side of the hill ," he 
was able to purchase the said. Another time, when his 
conservation easement with son was in high school, they 
funding from three sources : were going to town for a 
the state of Kansas , the basketball game at around 6 
federal Farm and Ranch p. m. and his wife said, 
Lands Protection Program, "Look, there's a black calf in 
and the Army Compatible the road ." But as they 
Use Buffer program. approached, they saw it was a 

Mr. Kunze frankly states black cat with a long tail, 
that money was the motiva- down on its belly as though 
tion for him to place the land stalking prey. 
in a conservation easement. Mr. Kunze laughed and 
He could have sold the land said no, when asked if he 
for other uses for more money reported the mountain lion 
than the easement, but KLT sightings to Fish and Wildlife. 
showed him how an easement He knows that there suppos-

'ould allow him to own the edly are no mountain lions in 
Darcy and Hal Kunze with miles of pra irie behind . 

land, preserve it in its natural L..-________________________ ---' Kansas. But, like most 
state - and still use it for profit. pastures as well as their own land. In farmers and ranchers, he knows they are 

"It could have been turned into a rock 1944, Hal joined his father and uncle in out there. 
quarry, or lots for houses, but I'd just as the business. At age 81, he is still raising He has also seen prairie chickens on 
soon keep it the way it is," Mr. Kunze cattle with his son, Darcy. the protected propelty, he said. The land 
said. "We'll just keep on using it for grass Hal purchased the now-protected has four ponds that attract migrating 
for cattle, and we'll keep on taking care of section in 1960 from his family and used waterfowl. 
it. " 

The land is just north of another piece 
of land protected by a KLT easement, and 
neighbors across the road are also moving 
toward placing an easement on their land. 
KLT has completed several projects with
in 3 miles and has others underway. 
RoxAnne Miller, KLT executive director 
said, "While much of the Flint Hills has 
been fragmented into smaller tracts, KLT 
is decreasing the impact of fragmentation 
through connectivity of preserved parcels 
in the northern Flint Hills." 

The Kunze family'S history in Riley 
County dates back to the late 1800s, when 
Hal 's grandfather immigrated from 
rennany. The Homestead Act of 1862 
Jffered free land - a quarter-section, 160 
acres - to anyone over age 21 who built a 
house, dug a well, broke out 10 acres for 

it for summer grass for the cattle. The Kunzes have leased the land to 
"We've always had a cow-calf opera- an outfitter that organizes hunting trips. 

tion," Mr. Kunze explained. "We bring the He also has a contract with the state 
cattle here (to the home ranch) and calve wildlife department to allow a certain 
them out and feed them in the winter. amount of fishing in the ponds. 
Then, around the first of May, we move As for raising cattle, Mr. Kunze said 
them to summer grass," to graze until fall. he and his son are trying to get out of the 

Moving his cattle these days involves cattle business because of health con
trucks and trailers, but Mr. Kunze cerns. But he is certain that the land will 
remembers driving them on horseback continue to be used for grazing. 
when he was a boy. "We'd take three days "I can't talk our grandsons into it 
and take 150 cows down there" to the yet," he said. "Kids can make more 
summer pasture. money today than we ever imagined. But 

The land has always been a haven for maybe they will come back to it some 
wildlife, and Mr. Kunze has seen their day." 
populations change over the years. Deer Thanks to the KLT conservation 
are less abundant than they once were, he easement, that land will always be there, 
said, but wild turkeys are much more waiting for the next generation of 
plentiful. "I can look out the window any ranchers ..... 
day and see 50 to 100 turkeys down there 
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PERFECT FOR A HOLIDAY GIFT! 

Homage to the Flint Hills 

(while supplies last) 

",,'<:-~\ 

Walking the Prairie by Doug Guess 
Poems and watercolor prints of the Kansas Prairie. 
Available only through the Kansas Land Trust - $20 

All proceeds benefit KL T. 

A Gathering of Art Inspired by the Tallgrass Prairie of Kansas 
Flint Hills artists contributed their best works to the show collected in this volume. It traveled the 
state and was shown in the Senate building in Washington D.C. $20 each. 

JOHN HULSEY AND ANN TRUSTY 
LIMITED EDITION MATTED PRINTS 

Matted prints of two Kansas images, 
sunflowers and sunset, by Lawrence artists, 

John Hulsey and Ann Trusty, $10 each. 
Sunflower, 7" x 5" 
by Ann Trusty 

PRINTS OF THE KANSAS LANDSCAPE, VOLUMES I AND II 

Evening Ride, 7" x 5" 
by John Hulsey 

Photo prints by Mark Feiden & Edward C. Robison III $30 each. All images are printed on 11 x 14 white paper. 

Sunflowers, 9.5" x 12" 

Douglas County 

Winter Details, 9" x 12" 

Douglas Cou!'ty 

Mystic Meadow, 4" x 13" 

Douglas County 

Douglas County 

Early Summer Shower, 9" x 12" 

Rawlins County 

Fal/ on the Flint Hills II, 8.5" x 12" 

Greenwood County 

Lone Tree, 9" x 12" 

Norton County 

Pastel Prairie, 5.5" x 13" 

Leavenworth County 
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A Blanketed Landscape, 8" x 12" 

Wyandotte County 

Sunset on Tal/grass, 7" x 12" 

Butler County 

Ray's Field, 6" x 13" 

Douglas County 



Prints of oil and water color paintings by Doug Guess and Lisa Grossman. 
$10 -- pack of six (one image); $16 -- variety pack of ten. 

LISA GROSSMAN NOTE CARDS 
PRINTS OF oil paintings of the Flint Hills. Photographed by James Nedresky. 

Winterfield Summer Clouds Prairie Twilight Sky Color Sketch Shadowed Hills 

DOUG GUESS NOTE CARDS 
PRINTS OF watercolor paintings of native prairie wildflowers. 

Prairie Storm 

Downy Gentian Rough Blazing Star Summer Bouquet 

Indicate your print choice on the order form below. PERFECT 
FOR A Name: ________________________________________________________ __ 

GIFT! 
Address: ____________________________________________________ __ 

City,State,Zip: ______________________________________________ _ 

Telephone: __________________________________________________ __ 

Email : ________________________________________________________ __ 

PRINTS: 
The Kansas Landscape Vol I & VoW ($30 per print, plus $6 shipping) 

Sunflower by A. Trusty (Limited Edition, Matted) ($10 plus $5 shipping) 
Evening Ride by J. Hulsey (Limited Edition, Matted) ($10 plus $5 shipping) 

Prints of ________________ __ 
Prints of ________________ __ 
Prints 
Prints 

$_-
$_-
$_-
$_--

BOOKS: Homage to the Flint Hills A Gathering of Art Inspired by the Tallgrass Prairie of Kansas ($20 plus $6 shipping each) $------
$-------Walking the Prairie by Doug Guess ($20 plus $6 shipping each) 

NOTE CARDS: 
Doug Guess Watercolor Paintings of wildflowers on native prairie 
_____ Rough Blazing Star, six note cards ($10) 
_____ Prairie Storm, six note cards ($10) 
_____ Summer Bouquet, six note cards ($10) 
_____ Mead's Milkweed, six note cards ($10) 
_____ Downy Gentian, six note cards ($10) 
_____ Variety Pack of ten note cards ($16) 

Please make checks payable to 
Kansas Land Trust and mail your order to: 

KLT 
16 E 13th St. 
Lawrence KS 66044-3502 

Feel free to stop by and pick up your merchandise order. 

Lisa Grossman Oil Paintings of the Flint Hills of Kansas 
_____ Winterfield, six note cards ($10) 
_____ Sky Color Sketch, six note cards ($10) 
_____ Summer Clouds, six note cards ($10) 
_____ Shadowed Hills, six note cards ($10) 
_____ Prairie Twilight, six note cards ($10) 
_____ Variety Pack of ten note cards ($16) 

Packs Note cards $10 each 
_ _ Packs Variety Note cards $16 each 
__ Packs Note cards x $1 .50 shipping 

Total Amount Enclosed 

$._-
$------
$-------

$--------
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mark your I d ca en ars Please check our website for updates, www.klt.org. 

• The annual Community Supper is moving to Manhattan for 2008. 

On Saturday, February 2, 2008 at 6pm the Kansas Land Trust will host our Community Supper in the 
Union Pacific Train Depot in Manhattan, Kansas. Watch our website for details to be posted soon. 

We hope to see you there! 

16E.13thSt. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

liansas Lantl Trust 
Address Service Requested 

Here is my annual membership gift of $, ____ to the 
Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

__ $5,000 Guardian 
__ $500 Sustainer* 

__ $1 00 Keeper** 

__ $1,000 Steward 
__ $250 Caretaker 

_ _ $50 Member 

Name(s) _________________________ _ 

Address _________________ _ 

City, State ________________ _ 

Zip ___________________ _ 

E-mail 

Tel ___________________ _ 

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S . POSTAGE 

PAID 
Lawrence, KS 66044 

Permit No. 190 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations 
of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. , 

o My company wi ll match this contribution . 

D Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in 
my estate plans. 

D I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my 
estate plans. 

o Contact me about buying land in need of protection . 

* At this level or higher, receive a free copy of Walking the Prairie by Doug Guess. See page 6 for description. 

** At this level to $499, receive a free copy of A Pocket Guide to Kansas Threatened and Endangered Species. 

If you wish to make your gift in memory of or in honor of someone special to you, 
kindly attach relevant information and addressees). KLT will be pleased to send notification of your gift. 

Please mail this form with check payable to Kansas Land Trust. Our address is 16 East 13th SI., Lawrence, KS 
66044-3502. Questions. Call KLT at 785-749-3297, email info@kll.org, or visit www.kll.org. 
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Volume 19, Number 1 

mne ~uarterl~ Newsletter of the Kansas liilianCl mmllst 

Annual Report 
January 1 through December 31, 2007 

Mission Statement: The Kansas Land Trust is a non-profit organization that protects and preserves lands of ecological, 
scenic, historic, agricultural, or recreational significance in Kansas. 

Highlights of 2007 
The Kansas Land Trust's seventeenth 

year was a great one. KLT completed 
four conservation easements in 2007, 
including the largest single parcel con
served so far, 630 acres of native grass
land in Riley County. Membership con-

. tinues to be strong and the steady contri
jons of members were crucial as KLT 

, expanded its capacity to preserve signifi
cant Kansas lands. Efforts to develop 
public funding for conservation ease
ments continued to bear fruit this year. 

Ruth Ann Guess's easement-protected 
property. KLT hosted a Picnic and Prairie 
Tour of Jane Laman's easement on June 
23. Fifty-five people enjoyed good food 
and live music; those who went on the 
wildflower walk also had a chance to see 
the rare Regal Fritillary butterfly. Over 40 
KLT supporters were disappointed when 
the October 13th Barbeque and Ranch 
Tour on the Bacon Ranch in Morris 
County was cancelled due to rain. KLT is 
planning a 2008 event for the Bacon 
Ranch so members can get a chance to 

-'2 
CD visit this spectacularly scenic Flint Hills 
& property. 

KLT reached more than 550 people 
through events, seminars and presenta
tions. KLT's efforts to educate Kansans 
about the need for conservation and 
opportunities for landowners, attracted 
interest from landowners in 22 counties. 
KLT staff visited many excellent proper-

Snow on the Mountain (Euphorbia Marginata)blooms along a creek on the 
ties in 2007 and a large number of Bacon Ranch in Morris Count. 

KLT and Fort Riley hosted the 
KLT/ACUB Partner Forum on May 21, 
attended by 25 people, representing a vari
ety of conservation entities/agencies. 
Each group presented information about 
their programs for landowner assistance 
on preserved lands. The goals of the landowners are ready to move forward '-"-="-'--'-'=-"'-'-"-'-'=.;..:.:;:....:;:..::.:::;.:.:"'------------------' 

with easements in 2008. 
We are extremely thankful for the generosity of 

donors who gave to KLT through general funds, 
grants, and stewardship contributions. Our mem
bers can take much pride in the statewide conser
vation service they support. 

Easement Activity 
KLT now holds 30 easements preserving a total 

of 5,776 acres. Four properties were added in 2007 
on 1,027 acres in Geary, Riley, and Johnson 
Counties. Two of the new easements were pur
chased using funding from the Army Compatible 
Use Buffer Program, the Farm and Ranch Land 

'tection Program, and the State Conservation 
,mmission. Two of the easements were gener

ously donated by the landowners. 
KLT responded to 70 new easement inquiries 

and applications on 24,287 acres in 22 counties in 
Kansas and Missouri. During the year, representa
tives of KLT visited 15 properties in eight counties 

to assess conservation values on lands with ease
ment inquiries. Every existing easement property 
received a monitoring visit by KLT staff. 

Events 
KLT hosted four events in 2007. A dynamic 

combination of home style cooking and activities 
such as nature walks and easement tours attracted 
over 200 people. KLT events give our members an 
opportunity to see the results of their support and 
thank easement donors for protecting their lands. 
The enthusiasm shown by those attending events 
has even inspired neighbors of conserved lands to 
begin working on their own easements with KLT. 

In February, we held our annual old-fashioned 
Community Supper in Lecompton. Our 88 guests 
enjoyed a great home-cooked meal and a talk, 
"Going Wild in Kansas: Reflections from a Native 
Son," by Randy Scholfield, columnist for the 
Wichita Eagle. On May 5, 18 people attended 
KLT's Prairie and Woods Walk through Doug and 

forum were: (1) Allow conservation organizations 
to learn about each other's efforts in the Fort Riley 
area and identify opportunities for joint efforts or 
mutual assistance; (2) Create dialogue between 
conservation organizations that will continue into 
the future; (3) Develop a comprehensive list of 
assistance programs for landowners who desire to 
implement conservation management practices or 
voluntarily restorelimprove wildlife habitat. 

Financial Report 
The KLT Board of Directors is committed to 

ensuring the sound fiscal management of funds. 
Berberich Trahan & Co. conducted the annual 
audit and reported on August 28, 2007 that the 
financial statements fairly present the cash, rev
enues and expenses for the year ending December 
31, 2006. Our funding continues to support our 
remarkable growth through increases in member
ship contributions, grants, and stewardship gifts. 

continlled Oil page 2 



stewar 

Published quarterly by the 

Kansas land Trust 
16E.13thSt. 

Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 
785-749-3297 
info@klt.org 
www.klt.org 

Sponsor Member 

Editor: Lynn Byczynski 
Designer: Karen Johnson 

"The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit organi
zation that protects and preserves land of eco
logical, scenic, historic, agricultural, or recre
ational significance in Kansas." As a land trust, 
the organization uses a variety of long-term 
land protection mechanisms but primarily 
accepts conservation easements from willing 
landowners. Conservation easements are legal 
agreements by which landowners voluntarily 
restrict the type and amount of use permitted 
on their property. The Kansas Land Trust 
(KLT) is tax-exempt as described in Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Donations of easements or land to KLT for 
conservation purposes may have potential tax 
benefits for donors. KLT is funded by individ
ual contributors, private foundations, corpora
tions, and government agencies. 

Beverley J. Worster, President 
Catherine Hauber, Vice President 

Bryan Welch, Treasurer 
Kelly Kindscher, Secretary 

Lynn Byczynski 
Julie Elfving 

Chelsi Hayden 

Myrl Duncan 
Burke Griggs 
Donna Luckey 

Kevin Kobler, Finance Director 
Steve Roels, Conservation Associate 

Karen Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

,mean ~amsas laml mlGllIsf Nlemiaer;s amI Er;iemls, 
, , 

We are pleased to report another year of growth and successful land protection in Kansas. Special 
thanks goes to our members and donors presented in the Honor Roll in this issue. Also, the financial 
report shows that KLT has reached a new level of economic stability that will allow the board to pJ 
additional outreach and hire enough staff to fulfill the demand for more land protection. The deoJ
cated support of our members has again given us the funding base essential for taking another step 
forward in the steady expansion of our work to serve more and more landowners in our state. 

Another person who deserves much credit for the success of KLT over the past several years is 
RoxAnne Miller, our Executive Director for the past seven years. Early in 2008, RoxAnne accepted 
a position with a land trust in North Carolina. She felt it was time to move on and explore new areas. 
The Board gave her a good send-off and Ft. Riley representatives presented a plaque recognizing her 
achievement in working to establish the Army Compatible Use Buffer Program at the base. 

RoxAnne guided us through some significant changes by initiating programs using federal and 
state funding to purchase easements in the Flint Hills, she also refined the detailed process that 
assists landowners in the steps needed to complete an easement at a pace most comfortable for them. 
She encouraged the participation of Kansas artists and writers in promoting the mission of KLT and 
recognized the importance of events that connect our members with the easements they help protect. 
This led to her improvements to our website and two color editions of our newsletter among other 
things. We send a big thank you to RoxAnne, wish her the best, and will miss her. 

We expect a new executive director to be on board in a few weeks and will introduce that person 
in the next newsletter. In the meantime, the office is fully functional, with the exception of start-up 
work on new donated easements. We are fortunate to have staff members-Steve Roels, Karen 
Johnson, and Kevin Kobler-all experienced in what needs to be done. Members of our Board of 
Directors are stepping up to provide the legal, administrative, and financial direction needed. During 
a transition such as this, we are reaping the benefits of having always maintained a "working board." 
I look forward to introducing you all to a new executive director very soon. 

Working together, I know we can all look forward to new opportunities and continued success in 
protecting the lands we love in 2008. 

Bev Worster 

KLT President 

Grants 
In 2007, KLT was able to improve conservation easement monitoring and documentation through a 

grant from the Kingsbury Family Foundation. The 2007 Kingsbury grant also funded an in-depth study 
of KLT's long term stewardship costs, aiding the Board of Directors as they work to strengthen KLT's 
financial future. The K.T. Wiedemann Foundation made a generous grant to the Kansas Land Trust's 
Flint Hills Campaign. The Kansas Work Study Program also provided funds for our intern. 

Staff, Volunteers & Board 
2007 was RoxAnne Miller's seventh year as the Executive Director. Steve Roels, full-time conserva

tion associate, and Karen Johnson, part-time administrative assistant, marked one year with KLT in the 
fall. Jami Jeffrey, an intern with KLT, graduated from KU in May and moved to California, where she 
has done work with another land trust. 

The expertise of the KLT Board of Directors was in demand as always in 2007; board members pro
vided assistance with review of legal documents, assessing and monitoring easement properties, com
municating with members, and writing and editing articles for the newsletter. KLT would also like to 
thank board members and volunteers who helped organize and work KLT events and staff a KLT infor
mation booth at events. 

Communications 
KLT published four issues of Stewardship Notes, our quarterly newsletter. Member donations 

allowed us to print the summer and winter issues in full color. 

Education 
Over the summer, Steve and RoxAnne took a three-day course-Principles of Rangel "\ 

Management: Grass and Animal Ecology in Kansas-offered by the Kansas Grazing Lands Coalit. j 
RoxAnne attended the eastern school in Elk County as part of a class of 35 people, and Steve attended 
the western school in Kingman County with a class of 16. Both RoxAnne and Steve received a high 
score on their final plant identification exam. 

continued 011 page 3 
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In October, RoxAnne, Karen, and Steve attended the 
'')07 Land Trust Alliance Rally in Denver, Colorado. 

dey attended workshops on a wide range of topics 
including: "From strategic planning to strategic position
ing" and "Using state wildlife action plans: case studies 
and strategic conservation." More than 2,200 people 
assembled in the shadow of the Rockies to share expert
ise, strengthen collaboration, and celebrate recent suc
cesses of the national land trust community. 

Outreach 
KLT staff and board members gave eight educational 

seminars and presentations on conservation easements, 
reaching a total of more than 355 people during the year. 
Audiences included the Abilene Rotary Club, Topeka 

Sierra Club, Riley County 2025 Planning Committee, and 
the Kansas Land Improvement Contractors Association. 

KLT information booths were spotted by hundreds of 
people at two Earth Day events, the Symphony in the 
Flint Hills, and the Community Forum on Kansas 
Environmental Issues in Prairie Village. Visitors to the 
booths were able to learn about the work of KLT and reg
ister to win beautiful prairie inspired work by local 
artists. 

Merchandise & Gifts 
KLT is thrilled to offer Doug Guess' new book, 

Walking the Prairie, a collection of Doug's watercolors 
and poetry to our members and friends. We continue to 

. c~ll note cards featuring Lisa Grossman's Flint Hills land-
Lpes, native wildflower note cards by Doug Guess, and 

'prints of some of the photos from The Kansas Landscape, 
Volume [ and II. New or renewing KLT members who 
gave $100 or more received a gift of The Kansas 
Landscape: [mages from Home, Volume I/, the second 
book of photos by Mark Feiden and Edward C. Robison 
III. 

Developing Funding 
This year we dedicated many hours to developing 

public funding for land preservation, focusing our efforts 
on enhancing federal, state, and local funding for the pur
chase of conservation easements in Kansas. That effort 
reaped dramatic results in 2007, with the receipt of more 
than $650,000 in federal and state funding for purchasing 
conservation easements. KLT used $311,500 in state 
funds to leverage $1,144,000 in federal funds. Eighty-five 
percent of these funds were paid directly to the landown
ers and fifteen percent covered the actual costs of doing 
the easement work. Landowners then contributed gener
ously to provide for the long-term stewardship of their 
protected properties. 

KLT accomplished some great things in 2007. Perhaps 
just as importantly, KLT laid the groundwork for the con
tinued success of both donated and purchased easement 
programs. With so many Kansans newly excited about 
conservation, KLT has already started on another year of 
protecting the lands we love. Thank you for your dedicat-

mpport of this important work. 

2007 Conservation Easement (CE) Activity 

Inquiries & 
Inq. & in 

Completed Completed Process 
Easements CE Acres 

Easements 
CE 

in Process 
Acres 

County 

Allen 1 320 

Butler 2 2,513 

Clay 3 735 

Comanche 2 960 

Dickinson 2 700+ 

Douglas 9 433 11 731+ 

Ellis + 

Franklin 2 255 

Geary 208 9 3,985 

Hamilton 6,000 

Harvey 2 478 

Jackson 200 

Jefferson 3 584 320 

Johnson 2 172 3 97 

La bette 373 

Leavenworth 3 1,805 

Linn 240 60 

Marion 2 237 

McPherson 1 80 

Miami 800 1 600 

Morris 500 3 1,332 

Osage 53 

Pottowatomie 3 2,120 

Riley 7 1,302 27 7,157+ 

Saline 1 20 1 90 

Shawnee 3 395 

Sumner 1,300 10 

Wabaunsee 24 2 3,000 

Washington 2 1,760 

Out of State 140 3 368+ 

31 Counties 30 5,776 95 36,681+ 

Frank Norman, ecologist, leading a wildflower walk at the Guess Prairie in Douglas County. 
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Total Acres 

320 

2,513 

735 

960 

700+ 

1,194+ 

+ 

255 

4,193 

6,000 

478 

200 

904 

269 

373 

1,805 

300 

237 

80 

1,400 

1,832 

53 

2,120 

8,459+ 

110 

395 

1,310 

3,024 

1,760 

508+ 

42,487+ 



kansas land trust 

We offer our sincere appreciation to these friends who contributed to the Kansas Land Trust between January 1, 2007 and December 31, 2007. 
Please let us know if your name has been omitted or misspelled. 

Gregory and Cynthia Abbott 
Barbara Abercrombie 
Phil and Gail Acuff 
Carly S. Adams 
Lois Adriance 
Lon and Lynn Akerberg 
Larry Akin 
Betty W Alderson 
Helen Miller and David E. Alexander 
Gregory S. and Jill Allen 
Kerry and Jan Altenbernd 
Arthur A. Anderson 
Connie S. Andes 
Robert Antonio 
Kenneth B. and Katie Hart Armitage 
William and Margaret Arnold 
Nancy Newlin Ashton 
Raymond G. Aslin 
Mary Elizabeth and Tom Atwood 
Ronald D. Aul 
Kent and Rose Bacon 
Paul Bahnmaier 
Ron Manka and Linda Bailey 
Victor and Kathryn Bailey 
Janet R. Bailey 
Debra Baker 
Jane V. Barber 
Martha and Robert G. Barnhardt, Jr. 
Herbert F. and PM. C. Bartel 
Joseph R. Bartels 
Steven L. Baru 
G. Kenneth and Ann K. Baum Foundation 
Burke B. and Margery Bayer 
Donna Heck Beebee 
Katherine Greene and Daniel Bentley 
Norma and Duane Benton 
marci francisco and Joe Bickford 
Donald E. and Alleta M. Biggs 
Judith C. Billings 
Beverly A. Smith Billings 
Carol Bittenbender 
Alan Black 
Charles E. and Jeanne A. Bleakley 
Barbara N. Blevins 
Devere E. Blomberg 
Aaron and Bonnie Blosser 
Lynne Bodle 
Paul and Sarah Bohlen 
Elizabeth M. Booth 
Roger and Jan Boyd 
Mary S. Boyden 
Michael G. and Barbara J. Braa 
Elizabeth Brosius 
Dennis J. Brown 
Bill Getz and Caroljean Brune 
Carolyn Brushwood 
David Anthony Burress 
William H. and Anna F. Busby 
Michael D. and Donna L. Butler 
George Wand Gloria W Byers 
Mike and Laura Calwell 
Michael T. and Julie A. Campbell 
David Ritter and Janeine Cardin 

Doc and Sue Carson 
J. William and Barbara Carswell 
Eugene and Pam Carvalho 
Dana Chamblin 
Doug Chamblin 
Ginger Chance 
Betty Jo Charlton 
Betty Markley and Brad Chindamo 
Bert and Rochelle Ruth Chronister 
Allan J. and Beth E. Cigler 
Lois E. Clark 
Jackson Clark 
Marilyn S. Clark 
Drusilla and Michael W Clarke 
Michael D. and Rena K. Clodfelter 
Joy Clouse 
Enid Cocke 
George and Margaret Coggins 
Peter and Suzanne D. Cohen 
Richard and Marjorie Cole 
Community Mercantile 
Frederick P Conboy 
Mark and Leigh Ann Crofoot 
Doug Wesselschmidt and Michelle Crozier 
William Cutler 
Dale and Pam Darnell 
Candice Davis 
Evelyn Davis 
Danna Denning 
Mari Sorensen Detrixhe 
Coulter F. deVries 
Craig and Susan Dibben 
Philip D. Wade and Jane A. Dixon 
Jean and Monroe Dodd 
Dolly Gudder and Walter Dodds 
Wulf and Edith Doerry 
Dan and Latane Donelin 
Wakefield Dort, Jr. 
Brian and Keira Drake 
Robin and Jason Dremsa 
Myrl L. Duncan 
Herbert and Patricia Duncan 
Jerry and Mary Dusenbury 
Lelah Dushkin 
Patricia S. Karlin and Ernest H. Eck 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Eddy 
Steve and Chris Edmonds 
Ron Schorr and Georgann Eglinski 
J. B. Elfving 
Mary Catherine Elliott 
Gordon and Beverly Elliott 
Hilda Enoch 
Dennis J. and Debra L. Eskie 
Dr. Barbara C. Etzel 
Mo Godman and Richard L. Eversole 
Louise Farrell 
Robert Buddemeier and Daphne G. Fautin 
Pete Ferrell 
Ann and William Feyerharm 
Oliver and Rebecca Finney 
Elaine K. and Thomas A. Fix 
Beth Regier and Kent Foerster 
Bernd and Enell Foerster 
Kim Forehand 
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Margaret Jane Fortun 
Carol B. Francis 
Craig and Jane Freeman 
Amy Lee and Richard Frydman 
Letitia and Michael Fuller 
Sidney Garrett 
Jan Garton 
Angelo C. Garzio 
Ruth H. Gennrich 
Janet and Kyle Gerstner 
Mary Louise and Howard Gibson 
J. G. and Arden J. Glenn 
Grant M. Glenn 
Dale and Jacalyn L. Goetz 
Web and Joan Golden 
Mark A. Gonzales 
Harold Goss 
Donnis Graham 
Steven and Cheri Graham 
Max D. and Esther Graves 
Rachel L. Greenwood 
Milford and Julie A. Grindol 
Kelly Barth and Lisa Jo Grossman 
Doug and Ruth Ann Guess 
David D. and Michelle Gundy 
Robert N. Haines 
Kathleen M. and H. H. Hall 
Nancy and Winn Halverhout 
Dawn Dirks and Bob Ham 
Sarah A. Barker and Steven P Hamburg 
Dr. Alan C. and Mrs. Phylis A. Hancock 
Cristi V. Hansen 
Elaine D. Harder 
Terri Erickson-Harper and Tom Harper 
Joe Harrington 
Lisa Harris 
Catherine Hauber 
John H. and Megan A. Hay 
J. Michael and Patti Hayden 
Chelsi Hayden 
John B. Patterson and Lori L. Heasty 
Thomas A. and Mary Lee Hedrick 
Barney and Marjorye Heeney 
Loring R. and Jay F. Henderson 
Debra and William Hepp 
John B. and Nancy B. Hiebert 
Jeannette Hierstein 
Dennis "Boog" Highberger 
Stephen Hildman 
Marcia Hannon and Stephen H. Hill 
Don R. Mayberger and Tresa C. Hill 
Burke Griggs and Emily Hill 
MaryHill 
James W Hillesheim 
Dwight and Peggy Hilpman 
Richard and Susan Himes 
Steven Hind 
Pat Hirsch 
Doug and Shirley Hitt 
Maryam Hjersted 
Katherine J. Hoggard 
Bruce L. Hogle 
Linda Watts and Thad Holcombe 
Emily Russell and Joseph G. Hollowell Jr. 
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KL.BIT Honen; Roll continued from page 4-

Lynne Wand Robert D. Holt 
John J. and Gloria J. Hood 
Tina and Craig Hoover 
Paul and Chris Hotvedt 
Douglas and Pamela Houston 
Mark and Sarah Howe 
A. Carleen Howieson 
James and Catherine Hoy 
Joyce and Donald Hoyt 
Jean Hulbert 
Philip S. and Mary Lou Humphrey 
Tom Huntzinger 
Earl and Susan Iversen 
S. Wesley and Joan Jackson 
Thomas Dale and Barbara Jacobs 
Rudolf and Ursula Jander 
Harry J. and Ann L. Jett 
Ann M. Jilka 
Paula and Dick Johnson 
Paul D. Johnson 
Denny R. and Paula S. Johnson 
Howell D. and Carmen Y. Johnson 
Richard F and Lora Lee Johnston 
Donald A. and Alice Ann Johnston 
Deborah Altus and Jerry Jost 
Kay Huff and Jon Kahn 
Jeanette Kassebaum 
David and Sharyn Katzman 
Richard and Sherry Kay 
Edward G. and Patricia C. Kehde 
Jennifer E. Kennedy 
Jeff Kennedy 
Kelly Kindscher 
Joseph E. and Lucille C. King 
Kingsbury Family Foundation 
Kenneth T and Marlena D. Kirton 
Dr: Jeanne M. Klein 
Jane B. Koger 
Camilfe and Phillip Korenek 
Joseph Krahn 
Margo Kren 
Charles and Laurel Krider 
Neil Shanberg and Elizabeth Kundin 
Hal Kunze 
Jane Laman 
Dave and Deborah A. Lane 
Dennis D. and Kristine L. Lane 
Linda L. Lang 
Kay Ellen Drennen and David Larsen 
Mark Larson 
Jon E. and Evelyn A. Larson 
Dr: Leo E. Lauber 
Lawrence Chamber of Commerce 
Carol Leffler 
Drs. Harriet and Stephen Lerner 
Susan and Stuart Levine 
Marie Alice L'Heureux 
Mr: and Mrs. Robert W Lichtwardt 
Paul and Sandra Liechti 
Robert and Joy Lominska 
Lois Orth-Lopes and Steve Lopes 
Hillary Loring 
Brad Loveless 
Eleanor A. Lowe 
David A. and Barbara T Lowenthal 
Linda E. and John W Lungstrum 
James J. and Deanna G. Lutz 
David and Charlotte MacFarland 
Lisa M. Bitel and Peter C. Mancall 
Dwayne and Sally Margritz 

Ivy Marsh 
Marsha Marshall 
Nancy and Rob Marshall 
Byron K. and Sara Marshall 
Carl E. Thor and Sara A. Martin 
Keith and Hulda Martin 
Douglas F and Elizabeth Bruce Martin 
Bob and Patricia Marvin 
Michael B. Caron and Anne M. Marvin 
Helen I. Ehlers and James E. Mason 
Larry and Linda Maxey 
Carey and Steven Maynard-Moody 
William A. and Julia F McBride 
Clinton and Cyndia McClanahan 
George F and Marilyn B. McCleary 
Newton C. McCluggage 
David McClure 
Sondra McCoy 
Robert McCracken 
Karen and John McCulloh 
J. Mark McDowell 
Robert T and Katharine McElroy 
Sally McGee 
H. Lee and Judith 0. McGuire 
Douglas Wand Linda F McKay 
Laird D. and Tauneel Z. McKay 
Ross E. and Margaret C. McKinney 
Bruce McMillan 
Janice Melland 
Robert W Melton 
Max E. Melville 
Jay and Noell Memmott 
Carolyn Micek 
Timothy Miller 
Ocoee Lynn and L. Keith Miller 
Charles Stansifer and Mary P Miller 
Mike, Pam, and Lia Miller 
Beverly Miller 
Virginia Miller 
Dusty Miller 
Craig and Susan Miner 
Richard Wand Susan H. Mitchell 
Cindy Mizes 
Kent Montei 
Jeffery R. Morris 
Robert C. Mossman 
Kenneth and Elenor Muller 
Melanie C. Hepburn and Garth A. Myers 
Lynn Byczynski and Daniel L. Nagengast 
John and Carol Nalbandian 
Lynn H. and Carolyn Nelson 
Marjorie Z. Newmark 
Daryl Nickel 
Judy and Jerry Niebaum 
Reva C. and Dale E. Nimz 
Joy deMaranville and Frank Norman 
Rita Norton 
Geoffrey A. and Leslie J. Oelsner, Jr: 
Gene and Judy Olander 
Hortense C. Oldfather 
Paul K. or Terry L. Olsen 
Harriett POIson 
Oread Friends Meeting 
David Paden 
K. Verdou and Helen Parish 
Craig and Anne Patterson 
Bobby and Eleanor Patton 
Lowell C. Paul 
Gregory and Joan Pease 
Phyllis and Benjamin Pease 

Kevin Hawker and Sandra Pellegrini 
David E. and Martha A. Pierce 
Galen L. Pittman 
Daron Belt and Lisa Pool 
Kay Kelly and Paul D. Post 
Daniel and Janice Poull 
Rex R. Powell 
Ramon and Eva Powers 
Johanna and Laurance Price 
Doug Pringle 
Clifton and Deborah K. Pye 
Merrill and Boots Raber 
Maynard S. Redeker 
Dr: and Mrs. J. Redford 
Patricia K. and Jerry D. Reece 
John and Mary Beth Reese 
Harold Reese 
Cathy Reinhardt 
Dr: Henry D. Remple 
Linda Akin Renner 
Roy V. and Kathy Richardson 
Gaylord and Nancy Richardson 
William L. And Linda Richter 
William M. and Erma Riley 
Michael E. and Kathleen F Riordan 
Brad Logan and Lauren W Ritterbush 
W Stitt and Constance Mock Robinson 
Stanley Lombardo and Judith Roitman 
Robin G. Schulze and Adam W Rome 
Dave Kingsley and Jean Rosenthal 
Harold F and Melissa P Rosson 
Janet B. and Stanley D. Roth, Jr: 
Paul and Mary Rowland 
Glenn Garneau and Sylvie Rueff 
Robert E. and Ann A. Russell 
Frank C. Sabatini 
Dan Sabatini 
Saline Co. Planning and Zoning 
Franz and Phoebe J. Samelson 
Gary and Patty Ann Sanborn 
Chris Sanders 
Elma Sanderson 
Wayne E. and Lou Ann Sangster 
L. Stephen and Glenda D. Schmidt 
Randy and Karla Scholfield 
DA and BB Schoneweis 
Webster Schott 
Tina L. Schreiner 
Steve and Carolyn Schroeder 
Elizabeth A. Schultz 
Martha Bloomquist and Joseph Scranton 
Richard and Martha Seaton 
Ron L. Seibold 
Larry M. or Susan W Seitz 
Albert R. and Jane B. Sellen 
Marianne and Dale Seuferling 
Paul and Dorothea Seymour 
Edward I. and Cynthia B. Shaw 
Thomas M. Shields 
Greg Shipe 
Diane Worthington Simpson 
Ann Simpson 
Simpson Foundation 
Fred and Lilian Six 
Jack Skeels 
Mark Smith 
Bruce R. and Kimberly S. Smith 
Bruce C. and Leslie D. Snead 
John M. and M. Patricia Kennedy Solbach III 
Deb Spencer 

continued on paf!,c 6 

Stewardship Notes Kansas Land Trust, Spring 2008 Page 5 



Kent and Antha Spreckelmeyer 
Elizabeth Anne Fowler and Haskell S. Springer 
Eric and Mary Louise Stahl 
Paul Weidhaas and Madonna Stallmann 
Mary H. Stauffer 
Jerry M. and Ellen M. Stauffer 
Marilyn Stauffer 
Gene and JoAnn Stauffer 
Helen Stein 
Martha R. Steincamp 
Joyce Steiner 
Steve Stemmerman 
Doug Stephens 
George M. and Mary B. Stephenson 
Ronald C. Young and Margaret E. Stewart 
Bianca Storlazzi 
Mahlon and Robbie Strahm 
Julie and George Strecker 
John Strickler 
Philip Struble 
William N. and Martha L. Stueck 
Donald Stull 
Muriel Cohan and Patrick Suzeau 
Brad and Susan Tate 
Orley R. and Toni Taylor 
Dr. Edith L. and Dr. Thomas N. Taylor 
Glenda Taylor 

Top: An Eastern Tailed-blue butterfly (Cupido comyntas) 
sips nectar from a Wild Hyacinth (Camissia scilloides) 
on the Guess Prairie. 
Bottom: Cream Wild Indigo (Baptisia bracteata) bright
ens up the Guess Prairie each spring. 

Gary E. Tegtmeier 
Alan Terry 
Martin Haynes and Patricia Thomas 
Art Thompson 
Giles A. and Marianne H. Thompson 
Cathryn E. Tortorici 
Michael K. and Elinor K. Tourtellot, 

Piersol Foundation, Inc. 
James B. Townsend 
Maril P Hazlett and Brian 0. Trigg 
Cheryl L. and David P Troup 
Lin Rose and Rod Troyer 
Austin and Ruth Turney 
Carolyn Coleman and David F Van Hee 
Christine and Maarten Van Swaay 
Lynn and Marjorie VanBuren 
Matthew Wagoner 
Melody Wallace 
Laurie Ward 
Robert B. and Martha D. Ward 
Marian E. Warriner 
Kansas Area Watershed Council 
Barbara L. Watkins 
Dan and Phyllis Watkins 
Alison M. Watkins 
Curtis J. and Rochelle A. Waugh 
Bruce and Nancy Waugh 

IN MEMORY 
Jack Beauchamp 
Dana Chamblin 
Doug Chamblin 

Bob Billings 
Beverly Smith Billings 

James & Betty Dothage 
Paul & Sandy Liechti 

Agnes Krall 
Robert Xidis 

Donna lantry 
Elaine & Tom Fix 
Letitian & Michael Fuller 
Nancy & Winn Halverhout 
Dwayne Margritz 
Paul & Mary Rowland 
Elma Sanderson 
Jerry & Ellen Stauffer 
Marilyn Stauffer 
Mary Stauffer 
Melodee Wallace 

Agnes lee 
Diane Simpson 

IN HONOR 

Doug Guess 
Bert & Rochelle Chronister 

Don & Beverley Worster 
Peter Mancall & Lisa Bitel 

lIanias Lanl! Trusl 
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Wallace N. Weber 
Rebecca A. and Bruce B. Weber 
Mel and Judy Wedermyer 
Bryan L. and Carolyn Welch 
Byron S. and Eleanor L. Wenger 
Ronald R. or Dixie Lee West 
Scott and Stacey Swearingen White 
Cathy Dwigans and Ray Wilber 
Susan C. Wilch 
Mike and Linda D. Wildgen 
Paul M. and Lillian M. Willis 
M.J. Willoughby 
J. Scott Wilson 
Jack Winerock 
L. V. and Barbara E. Withee 
Charles R. Wittig 
Sarah Trulove and James Woelfel 
Ron and Joyce Wolf 
Molly Mead Wood 
William I. and Sandra L. Woods 
Donald E. and Bev Worster 
Carol D. and George J. Worth 
Valerie F Wright 
Earl and Deanne Wright 
Robert D. Xidis 
Norman and Anne Yetman 
Carolyn Young 

Shelley Miller 
Janice Melland 

Antonette Pugliese 
Joe Hollowell & Emily Russell 

Conrad Riley 
Burke Griggs & Emily Hill 

Barbara Skeels 
Jack Skeels 

Mary Ellen Terry 
Alan Terry 

Bill Ward 
Kim Forehand 
Lisa Harris 
Pat Hirsch 
Martha Steincamp 
Gary Tegtmeier 
Cathryn Tortorici 
Lauie Ward 
Mayme Pearl Ward 

Rick Stein 
Mark Howe 

Charlie Fautin & Susan Easton 
Daphne Fautin & Robert Buddemeier 



* Birdwatching Walk in Baldwin Woods, Saturday, April 26th, 10 a. m. 
Led by Steve Roels, Kansas Land Trust Conservation Associate. Steve is an avid birdwatcher who previously worked on the 
Michigan Breeding Bird Atlas project. He has a life list of over 500 bird species from around the world. 

Bring your binoculars or come simply for a quiet morning walk through a unique remnant oak-hickory stand that represents the 
western edge of the eastern deciduous forest. Meet by 10 a. m.; the walk will begin promptly. This visit is hosted by landowners 
Cathy Dwigans, Ray Wilber and John and Gloria Hood. 

Directions to the property from Lawrence: Travel south on Highway 59 for about 8 miles until you reach the intersection just before 
the Zarco Gas Station. Turn left (heading east) on N 650 Road (also known as 460 highway). Follow 460 highway east for 4 miles 
until you reach East 1600 Road. Turn right (heading south again) - this will be a gravel road. Travel 1 mile on East 1600 Road and 
look for two mailboxes together on the east side of the Road, marked 507 & 502 East 1600 Road. Look for the KLT signs. Turn 
left (east) into the driveway. We'll be there to greet you and will indicate where to park your vehicle. 

* Wildflower Walk on Akin Prairie, Douglas County. Saturday, May 24th, 1 pm. 
Led by Kelly Kindscher, Plant Biologist with Kansas Biological Survey and Kansas Land Trust Board Member. 

We expect a bountiful show of blooms this spring on one of the few pristine native prairies remaining in Douglas County. 

Directions to the Akin Prairie property: From K-lO east of Lawrence, turn south on Douglas County 1057. Go two miles, then turn 
west on 1150 Road, and go approximately .4 mile. Look for KLT signs. A gate to the prairie is on the south side of 1150 Road; you 
may park along the side of the road. 

These events are free and open to the public, no reservation is required. 

Please check our website for updates, www.klt.org. 

KANSAS LAND TRUST, INC. I DECEMBER 31, 2007 

BALANCE SHEET 

ASSETS 
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 
CD/SAVINGS/INVESTMENT 
FIXED ASSETS 

TOTAL ASSETS 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 
EQUITY 

EQUITY RESTRICTED FH FUND 
EQUITY STEWARDSHIP FUND 
EQUITY UNRESTRICTED 

TOTAL EQUITY 

TOTAL LlABILITES AND EQUITY 

RECEIPTS 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

INCOME STATEMENT 

FLINT HILLS FUND CONTRIBUTIONS 
GRANTS 
STEWARDSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS 
INTEREST INCOME 
MERCHANDISE 
CE PURCHASE GRANTS 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

EXPENSES 
OPERATING EXPENSES 
CE PURCHASE EXPENSES 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

NET INCOME 

$ 157,419.00 
193,362.65 

2,883.13 
$353,664.78 

$ 2,312.35 

101,216.83 
86,216.83 

163,918.77 
$351,352.43 

$353,664.78 

$ 75,117.16 
25,000.00 
43,477.20 
15,400.00 

9,983.45 
2,957.39 

724,695.93 
$896,631.13 

$153,019.14 
620,429.83 

$773,448.97 

$123,182.16 

Monthly Donor Program 
Does the idea of spreading your tax-deductible donation to the 

Kansas Land Trust throughout the year-eliminating the need for 
annual renewal notices, reducing KLT's administrative costs, and 
knowing that your support is helping us each month-sound interest
ing to you? You can set up a monthly donation by electronic transfer 

each month from your checking or savings account. 

Why Monthly Donation? 
by Bryan Welch, KLT Treasurer 

With two children in private colleges, Carolyn and I don't have a 
lot of extra cash. Still, we like to support worthwhile causes and we 
find we maintain our giving better, and get more satisfaction from our 
charitable gifts if we make a small gift each month. We support sev
eral organizations in this way and it feels good every month when our 
bank sends out the checks automatically. We feel like we're doing 
what we can, and it is one of the most satisfying things 
that happens to our checking account. 
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16E.13thSt. 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

Kansas Lanll Irusl 
Address Service Requested 

I 
Here is my annual membership gift of $ ___ to the 
Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

__ $5,000 Guardian 
__ $500 Sustainer 
__ $1 00 Keeper 

__ $1,000 Steward 
__ $250 Caretaker 
__ $50 Member 

Name(s) ________________________________ __ 

Address _____________________________ _ 

City, State 
Zip _________________________________ __ 

E-mail 

Tel _____ ~---------------------------

NONPROFIT 
ORG 

US POSTAGE 
PAID 

Topeka, KS 
Permit No. I} 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations 
of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. 

D My company will match this contribution. 

D Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in 
my estate plans. 

D I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my 
estate plans. 

D Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

If you wish to make your gift in memory of or in honor of someone special to you, 
kindly attach relevant information and address(es). KLT will be pleased to send notification of your gift. 

Please mail this form with check payable to Kansas Land Trust. Our address is 16 East 13th St., Lawrence, KS 66044-
3502. Questions. Call KLT at 785-749-3297, email info@klt.org, or visit www.klt.org. 
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In full air 
By Laurie Ward 

The work of the Kansas Land 
Trust-preserving natural 
and open areas in Kansas - is 

being carried out day-by-day in par
allel fashion by a subset of land
scape artists who paint en plein air, 
in full air, outside. In order to do 
their work, these artists literally 
drop themselves into the precise 

_ pes of places that KLT is protect
ing and holding safe. 

For the most part, plein air artists 
complete paintings in their entirety 
outdoors, on-site. Why produce art 
this way? Why leave the comfort 
and convenience of a studio for 
woods, prairies, rivers, overlooks, 
and country roadsides? Why trade a 
controlled climate for extremes in 
cold and heat and all kinds of 
weather conditions? Five Kansas 
pleinairists offer answers to these 

The Quarterly Newsletter of the Kansas Land Trust 

After the Deluge II, 18" x 24" pastel by John Hulsey 
questions-dilferent voice~ an ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ancient and enduring universality. 

Earth, sky, and water are never
ending sources of inspiration, but the 
artists say that painting outside in 
the motion of the wind - with the 
accompanying sights, sounds, 
smells, and sensations-evokes a 
feeling of interconnectedness, pro-
T~des a heightened sense of percep

'_. In, and brings about general well
being. 

A resulting painting is an interme
diate object, preserving a particular 
place and transferring the qualities of 

its creation into the hearts and minds 
of viewers, who in turn can stop to 
notice, stepping into the same aware
ness as the artist. 

The five artists featured were born 
or have lived in other parts of the 
country, they share a love for the out
of-doors and the experience of 
shifting light, and they all express a 
profound gratitude for the generous 
landscape of Kansas. 

Lisa Grossman was raised in rural, 
Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania, with 
surrounding fields as her personal 

playground. She moved in 1988 to 
Kansas City, Missouri, and to 
Lawrence in 1996. "The Flint Hills 
was the door to my career to working 
with space and horizon," she said. 
"The entirety of the Kansas River 
became my second awakening. Since 
then, I have come to appreciate areas 
closer to home. I'm drawn to the flat
ter places, the broad horizontals-the 
flood plains and the river valley. I am 
interested in light, color, and space; 
details, evidence of humans, even 
vegetation 

continued on page 4 
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Sponsor Member 

------LAND TRUST ALLIANCE 

Editor: Lynn Byczynski 
Designer: Karen Johnson 

mission statement 
"The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit organi

zation that protects and preserves land of eco
logical, scenic, historic, agricultural , or recre
ational significance in Kansas." As a land trust, 
the organization uses a variety of long-term 
land protection mechanisms but primarily 
accepts conservation easements from willing 
landowners. Conservation easements are legal 
agreements by which landowners voluntarily 
restrict the type and amount of use permitted 
on their property. The Kansas Land Trust 
(KLT) is tax-exempt as described in Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Donations of easements or land to KLT for 
conservation purposes may have potential tax 
benefits for donors. KLT is funded by individ
ual contributors, private foundations, corpora
tions, and government agencies. 

board of directors 

Beverley J. Worster, President 
Catherine Hauber, Vice President 

Bryan Welch, Treasurer 
Kelly Kindscher, Secretary 

Lynn Byczynski Myrl Duncan 
Julie Elfving Burke Griggs 

Chelsi Hayden Donna Luckey 
Valerie Wright 

staff 

Jason Fizell, Executive Director 
Kevin Kobler, Director of Finance 

Steve Roels, Conservation Associate 
Karen Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

outlook 
Greetings! I am happy and humbled to be addressing you as the Kansas Land Trust's 

new Executive Director. I look forward to working with you in continuing KLT's long-term 
success as well as charting the organization in new, innovative clirections. 

Growing up in Olathe on the edge of suburban development's push into the country
side-and having deep family farm roots in Michigan-developed my great concern and 
drive for protecting and preserving our ecological and agricultural heritage. Of course, 
these are only my own particular reasons for pursuing conservation work - we each have 
our own motivations and inspirations. 

A little about me: I am a graduate of the University of Kansas with a 
bachelor's degree in history. My undergraduate honors thesis focused on the Ogallala 
Aquifer in western Kansas. I most recently served as Congresswoman Nancy Boyda's 
District Director. From 2001 to 2003, I was executive clirector of the Kaw Valley Heritage 
Alliance, an early off-shoot of KLT, dedicated to protection and promotion of the Kansas 
River watershed. In the intervening years, I worked for nonprofits and in business devel
opment in Washington, D.c. My wife, Sarah, a seventh-generation Kansan, and I have 
since settled in Topeka. 

In keeping with KLT's mission, completing easement transactions, following up on 
landowner inquiries, and reaching out to potential partners will be my immediate prio~
ty. Naturally, I also have many ideas for organizational development and outreach th ) 
hope to implement, with the involvement of the Board and membership, 
in the coming months. 

To that end, I am interested in hearing from you - our members, partners, easement 

Jason and Sarah Carkhuff Fizell 

donors, and potential easement 
donors-as to your thoughts, 
concerns, and ideas for building 
upon and growing the success of 
KLT. 

I plan to convene forums this 
summer and fall and hope you 
can participate. In the meantime, 
please call (785) 749-3297 or email 
me at ijizell@klt.org with any 
suggestions, questions, or if you 
would like to offer your assistance 
in any way. 

The legacy we hand down to 
our children and grandchildren 
depends on our success. Working 
together, we can preserve and 

restore more natural, beautiful Kansas land for our families, friends, and future generations 
to enjoy. I am truly excited to be joining you in this defining cause .... 

Kansas lDod Jrnsl 
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efore the 1930s, before the Dust Bowl, before the feder

al goveuullent began to acquire the lands which now 

constitute the Cimarron National Grassland, trees were 

not a pmt of their stOlY Despite its being common for those crossing 

this seemingly linutless space to compare it to the sea, water was also a 

scarcity. Although the CimmTon River does nm through this grassland, 

and although during rains, this river can live up to its Spanish nan,e

cimarron means wild -and in a raging fury drown children and cat

tle, the river most often was-and still is-a placid, sandy road. An 

artesian spring here, afOLmd whid, willows and cottonwoods now 

flourish, was regarded as an oasis by travelers on the Santa Fe Trail, and 

these days a nearby ptunp still brings up dear, cold water. But notl-mtil 

after 1932, when the US. Forest Service began acquiring the 108,175 

aa-es presently comprising the Cimarron National Grassland in the 

?resl:s of preventing future Dust Bowls, were these trees and those 

whid, now outlirle the nearly invisible river introduced. 

We started our exploration of the grasslands along this hickle of a 

with its wide sandy banks and its thickets of green cottonwoods, 

tammisks, and sandbar willows, one of three ecosystems identified by 

the Forest Service. We picked our way among sandburs, plickly pears, 

and cow pies to the rivel: Marked by cattails, kingfishers, and blue 

darters, with leopard frogs plopping and disappearing beneath duck

weed as we approached, it resembled a pond more than a river. 

However, we knew that water was also running tuLseen several feet 

beneath the sand, nOLUishing the tree roots. And because of the trees, 

there was a congregation of birds-a kesh'el swung out of the blue into 

a cottonwood to Stal'e back at us; mOLUning doves lined up on its lower 

brand,es; a western kingbird, a Say's phoebe, and two d,eeky lark 

sparrows also appeared doseby. The sand itself revealed the presence 

of other Cl'eatLu'es-the quotation marks of a deer's precise tracks, a 

bird nest into whid, a turquoise thread had been cm'efully entwined 

resting among asters, and a rodent's miniscule bones, induding its 

skull with two orange incisors in place like tiny seeds in pod. 
We traveled, then, soufu of fue river into another of the grasslands' 

~Y)systems: the sand-sage prairie. Sand blown south from the m,cient 

, ~arron River is responsible for the dunes chm'acterizing this ecosys

tem. While some might desmbe it as lmnpy, it is hel'e fuat the land

scape becomes a seascape, tal<ing on the sea's undulating aspect, witl, 

the dm,es, l-lSUaily rising no higher than forty feet, appearing as 

waves. Covered intermittently wifu tl1e yucca's spiky dark green 

the sandhill sage's svvishing silvery graY'l, on a mid-September 

ing the prairie assumes the sea's shimmering colors. The roots of 

plants as well as of diverse grasses-sand lovegrass, sand drc)Ps<eecU 

sand bluestem, and little bluestem - work to prevent winds from 

causing the dl-ffies to drift further south, The distinctive m'oma of 

wafted in our open car windows, l'emindingus of its use by native 

pIes to deanse minds, bodies, and souls. 

On the flat uplands north of fue liver we came onto fue third 

ecosystem of fue Cimarron National Grassland: the shortgrass 

or steppe. On this afternoon, wind had given way to the shrill 

grasshoppers, and in this persistent hmn, space opened up around us, 

surrom,ding us and stretching to fue hOlizon where it eased into a 

blue sky. Difficult for fmmers to cultivate, shOltgrass prairies are grazed 

by cattle furoughout western Kansas. As their chm'actelistic grasses

buffalo grass and blue grmna-m'e resistant to bofu drought and 

extended grazing the Forest Service permits 5000 cattle on this land 

between May and November. Observing them as black dots in the 

tance, we imagined tl,e buffalo herds tbe Santa Fe travelers . 

seen as they passed aa-oss this land. Focusing closer in, mllong plickly 

pear and broom snal<eweed, we noticed munerous holes in fue 

packed sand along tl,e road, and imagined homed lizards and 

nose snakes settling in. Earlier in the morning we had used' 'V'-'-'J.cuOI 

to spy on a praitie dog and bLUTowing owl colony on the edge of 

grasslands. 

Leaving fue steppe's flah,ess, we climbed up the Point of Rocks, 

precipitous cliff and fue highest site along the liver. Possibly used 

native people for scouting and hunting tl,e Coronado eXl-l€dition 

noted its significance in 1541, and fue Point of Rocks was a critical land

mm'k on fue Santa Fe Trail. As we stood on its edge wifu a "'''· .... '''·,,~,;~I 

view of fue prairie mUolding below us, it was our masthead. As spec

tacular, finally, as was this view of the Cimarron National Grasslands, 

I also brought home from this high rocky outa-opping memolies of 

pungent odor of a tiny wild marigold and a canyon wren's 

whistling, tlLinking of how in a healfuy ecosystem fue finite 

infinite are always inteltwined.~ 
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In full air continued from page 1 

"More and more I try to connect what I'm doing to 
often fall away. conservation efforts. I am always trying to figure out 

"I need so much space. It breaks my heart to see land how to work in service to my awe. It is my hope that the 
parceled and development __________________ open spaces will be there. I wan 

encroaching. That's what's so great Tk MI(.fa.f !aI(eI.f(}a/)~1 life tk ~I(til"~ my work to mean more, not just 
about the Flint Hills. It's one of the T be pretty pictures. I am searching 
last few p laces where you can let ~at<'tlz; l'.f /al"t 01 a~ al(eI t(/~ at<'~ it. Uk for how my work can speak on 
your eye strain at the distance, and (}aI(l(ot .f~/at<'ate oat<'.f~/ve.f IN/!( tltl'.f Ial(eI behalf of the environment. Each 
you can almost imagine a time eI ;J picture is me saying, 'Notice 

at( CI'v-e. 
before human intrusion. I think what's going on and what there 
that's something we need - a sense -John Hulsey might be to lose.'" 
of fragility or vulnerability. I don't Paul Hotvedt grew up on a 
want to lose another inch of the lake in central Wisconsin. He 
horizon. My heart wants to soar. If I could be a harrier, I 
would. 

lived on the east coast and moved to Lawrence in 1994. 
"It wasn't until I came here that I started working out
side. It was exhilarating. It might have been the wind. 
Eastern cities were stifling. Here, everything is open, 
windy, warm, growing. It was refreshing. I made my 
first Kansas painting when I was back here in 1993, dur
ing the flood . I was out near St. Marys and heard a 
sound. It was water draining in a typical, deep Kansas 
ditch. The sound of water made me stop and paint. 

"When I think of land, I think in terms of walking, 
being aware of gravity and of scale, the atmospheric 
effects of being in that place-lots of memory triggers, 
association triggers. It's a two-way p rocess; you get 
changed by it....I'm not trying to evoke visions of oIl 
but rather things bigger than us, simple things that 
leverage emotions and reactions. 

"I often go back to the same places to paint, because 
of the seclusion that they offer. I think it's fair to say that 
the wilder places contain a variety of forms. That's cer
tainly one instance where the Kansas Land Trust mis
sion and my interest in making paintings overlap . 

•••••••••••••••••••••••• Diversity is one of the land features we identify as being 
Top: Clouds from the Cold Front © 2007 preservable. It's not a one-to-one correlation, but in con-

22' x 24" oil on canvas, by Lisa Grossman 
cept and sometimes in practice, you'll find diversity of 

Bottom: Lisa Grossman paints at sunset, overlooking Buck Creek in plant life goes along with interesting terrain. It's the lack 
Jefferson County, April, 2008. _---------. of interruption and lack of mono culture and lack of 

built environment. It's not that I don't like buildings, but 
I like complex shapes, organic shapes. The more d iver
sity of forms you have, the more potential you have for 
making compositions of different kinds. Buildings tend 
to be pretty predictable by nature." 

John Hulsey was born in Wichita, lived in Kansas 
City and Lawrence, moved to New York in 1980 and 
back to Lawrence in 1990. "The Kansas landscape, like 
the entire earth, is part of us, and we are it. We cannot 
separate ourselves from this land and live," he said. 
"Kansas is magnificent. The landscape of the prairi" 
does not give up its mysteries and beauties at first 
glance. There is a depth of beauty and a richness that 

~ ......... requires many encounters and hours of contemplation 
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in order to begin to understand it. The scale of 
the sky and earth is so huge, it inspires awe and 
so reminds us how small we all are, yet a neces-
lfy part of the whole. 

"I love beauty - am attracted to it, and believe 
that we humans need to be reminded of it con
stantly in order to be healthy. I believe that our 
souls have a longing for it, and nature is the 
purest form that we can tap into. 

"KLT is doing an extremely important and 
necessary job in a sometimes indifferent cli
mate .... Now, the native ground is disappearing 
fast to the pressures of large-scale agri-industry, 
and KLT serves as an advocate for those [farm
ing and ranching] families wishing to preserve 
some of their heritage for the future. KLT's work 
with these folks has been essential in helping to 
save the fast-disappearing prairie. As a land
scape painter, I support the work of KLT as 
essential to all of my artistic passions and my 
own best interests as a person." 

Ann Trusty moved from the Hudson Valley to 
Lawrence in 1990. "I find the landscape here to 
be quiet and meditative," she said. "The simplic- 6/21/05 Solstice (Wild Grape) , 13" x 13" oil on panel, by Paul Hotvedt. 

ity can be sharp or soft. It allows the sky to speak so moments - and creatures .... Being a visually oriented 
y. person, the land provides infinite inspiration .... 

"Painting en plein air is almost a meditative exercise. I paint out of reverence for nature. It is an honor. 
The long period of time spent observing and respond- "The changing landscape can be a disappointment 
ing to the landscape is a gift to the artist. The stillness for the landscape artist. I have favorite fields that have 
required has also allowed me to see many wonderful become housing developments, for example .... The work 

-------------- -------,....-----,..,..,...,.--. of the land trust is ensuring that some of 

Concurrence, 11" x 14" oil, by Ann Trusty 

the most beautiful places survive for the 
artist to paint, of course!" 

Jane Fortun spent her childhood 
and young adulthood mostly outdoors 
in Massachusetts and moved to the 
Lawrence area 17 years ago. She said, 
"When I moved here and went to the 
Flint Hills for the first time, I couldn't 
see the beauty, because it wasn't in-your
face beauty. The second time, I saw 
more. By the third time, I was hooked. It 
was so serene, the simplicity of endless 
hills, beautiful and open. Now, I don't 
go there too often. Basically, I paint in 
my own perimeter of where I live. One 
doesn't need to go far to see beautiful 
land and views. I love it all. 

"When I paint, I am in the present 
with nature. It's a zen-like state ... . Every 
molecule in the universe is interconnect
ed; everything is a big circle. It 

continued on page 6 
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In full air continued from page 5 

is so important for the soul to 
slow down. Artists do take the 
time to see the landscape; they 
can playa small part in helping 
those who view their paintings to 
get out of thoughts and just be. 
The awe of vast open spaces 
makes me realize my own 
insignificance. My life is short; I'd 
better start doing the right thing. 

"Year-by-year, this small earth 
gets paved over, big parcels of 
beautiful land divided up, 
whether here in the Midwest or 
on the east coast. We need to pro
tect our one planet. Change will 
occur, but it is so important to 
preserve as best we can: try to 
keep common open spaces, some 
places which are never developed 
and are left as wildlife habitat. We 
must consider the children and Buck Creek Springtime, oil on canvas, by Jane Fortun 

grandchildren." 
The essences of places depicted in plein air painting can be found within the artists and art-lovers. Artists can 

assist with the cause of saving land by increasing appreciation, and in the end, they and those who share their 
vision may well be saved themselves .... 

Laurie Ward is a founding member and a past executive director of Kansas Land Trust. 

To learn more about these artists and 
their art: 

Jane Fortun 
(785) 749-2641 

Lisa Grossman 
www.lawrenceartscenter.com 
www.strecker-nelsongallery.com 
www.thedolphingallery.com 

Paul Hotvedt 
www.paulhotvedt.com 

John Hulsey 
www.hulseytrustystudios.com 

Ann Trusty 
www.hulseytrustystudios.com 

House and Senate pass Farm 
Bill, veto override likely 
from the Land Trust Alliance, www.lta.org 

On May 15th, the Senate voted to pass the Farm Bill by 
a wide margin of 81 to 15. The Land Trust Alliance is sup
porting the Farm Bill because it includes a two-year exten
sion of the enhanced conservation easement tax incentive 
and increased funding for important conservation pro
grams, including the Farm and Ranchland Protection 
Program (FRPP). 

The President is threatening to veto the Farm Bill for 
reasons unrelated to its conservation provisions. The law 
will not become effective until the House and Senate vote 
to override the veto with two-thirds majorities. Given ini
tial votes of 318-106 (73 percent) in the House and 81-15 
(84 percent) in the Senate, a veto override appears likely to 
succeed. 

Kansas Senators Pat Roberts and Sam Brownback and 
Representatives Dennis Moore and Nancy Boyda vott 
for the Farm Bill. Reps. Jerry Moran and Todd Tiahrt 
voted against. Please thank those who voted yes and urge 
them to remain steadfast in their support. ... 
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New Board Members 

Burke Griggs 

A native of Denver, 
Colorado, Burke earned 
his B.A. at Stanford, his 
PhD. at Yale, and then 

_ _ ...... taught as professor of 
history at Boston College. His concerns 
about western water issues led him to 
change careers and become a lawyer. 
He practices water law and general liti
gation at Stevens & Brand, LLP in 
Lawrence, where he lives with his wife 
and three children. 

kansas land trust 

2007 honor roll 
We offer our sincere appreciation to these friends 

contributed to the Kansas Land Trust 
atween January 1,2007 and December 31 , 2007 

and sincerely apologize for failing to include these 
names in the annual report. 

IN HONOR OF 

Laurie Ward 
from Ann Simpson 

Sarah and Ray Dean 
from Ann Simpson 

Tha~1e YOu. 
Larry Preston and Susan Marshall 

of Weber Carpet 

For your donation of carpet for 
the office of KL T's new director! 

Weber Carpet, Inc. 
2851 Iowa Street 

Lawrence, Kansas 

Valerie Wright 

Konza Prairie's first 
environmental educator 
and naturalist, Valerie 
came to K-State in 1979 
and has held positions in 
the Department of 

Entomology and Biology. She has been 
president of the Kansas Native Plant 
Society and served on its board. Her 
master's and doctorate in entomology 
and plant pathology are from the 
University of Minnesota. 

kansas land trust 

New Staff Member 

Kevin Kobler, Director of Finance 

An alumnus of Ft. Hays St. 
University with a Bachelor's Degree in 
Business Administration and 
Accounting, Kevin has extensive expe
rience in accounting and business 
management, taxation , information 
technology and teaching. His knowl
edge and expertise in the public and 
private sectors in both for-profit and 
not-for-profit organizations, make him a 
valuable addition to the KL T staff. Kevin 
joined KLT in February, 2008. 

9 c.;handise 
(while supplies last) 

Notecards by Lisa Grossman and Doug Guess 

Books 

Prints 

T-shirts 

Lisa Grossman 

Sample images 

Pack of 6 $10 
Assorted pack of 10 $16 

Doug Guess 

Homage to the Flint Hills: A Gathering 
of Art Inspired by the Tallgrass Prairie 
of Kansas 

Walking the Prairie 
by Doug Guess 

Kansas Landscape Images from Home Vol II 
by Mark Feiden and Edward C. Robison III 

Edward C. Robison III 
Ann Trusty 

Burgundy or green long sleeve t-shirts with the KL T logo 

Please check our web site for a complete list of all 
merchandise KL T has to offer. An order form is available for 
your convenience on the web site. 

www.klt.org/merchandise 
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Kansas Land Trust 
16 East 13th Street 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

ijilll§ll§ lallli JruS! 
Address Service Requested 

n 

Here is my annual membership gift of $ ___ to the 
Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

__ $5,000 Guardian 
__ $500 Sustainer 
__ $100 Keeper 

__ $1,000 Steward 
__ $250 Caretaker 
__ $50 Member 

Name(s) ________________________________ __ 

Address 

City, State 
Zip ______________________________________ __ 

E-mail 

Tel ____ ~----------------------------------

NON PROFIT 
ORG 

US POSTAGE 
PAID 

Topeka, KS 
Permit No.9 

D My company will match this contribution. 

Tell me how to provide for the Kansas Land Trust in 
my estate plans. 

D I have provided for the Kansas Land Trust in my 
estate plans. 

D Contact me about buying land in need of protection. 

If you wish to make your gift in memory of or in honor of someone special to you, 
kindly attach relevant information and addressees). KLT will be pleased to send notification of your gift. 

Please mail this form with check payable to Kansas Land Trust. Our address is 16 East 13th Street, Lawrence, KS 66044-3502. 
Questions. Call KLT at 785-749-3297, email info@klt.org, or visit www.klt.org. 

O"-----::~d ~ Stewardship Notes, Kansas Land Trust, Summer 2008, Page 8 
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Stueck family conserves land in Johnson County by Lynn 8yczynski 

ill and Bo Stueck have lived on 
their l30-acre farm in Johnson 
County for more than 20 years, 

and have been riding horses and fox
hunting there even longer. Over the 
years, they have watched suburban 
development moving ever closer to their 
hilly property along the Blue River. 

"Developers knock on our door 
'tnting to buy this land all the time," 

~!ll Stueck said, pointing to their 
boundary line, marked by a split-rail 
fence. "That's Metcalf Avenue right 
there. This would have all gone for 
development." 

Metcalf Avenue is a major north-south 
artery through Johnson County, lined by 
shopping centers, office buildings, and 
gateways to residential developments. A 
new Wal-Mart Supercenter at 159th Street 
and Metcalf marks the southernmost limit 
of development today. It is one mile from 
the Stuecks' land. 

Although the Stuecks could have 
made a lot of money selling some or all of 
their property, their vision for it was quite 
different. They want it to remain a refuge 
from the city, for people and wildlife. 
They want the opportunity for their adult 
children, who grew up there, to bring their 
own children to play. And they want to be 
. le to use the land to raise money for the 

~l1arities they support. 
By dedicating a conservation ease

ment on the land to KLT, the Stuecks 
have ensured that their wishes will be 
carried out in perpetuity. 

Hay bales dot the Stueck's meadow. 

KL T's newest easement 
The Stuecks first contacted KLT in 

the fall of 2006 and quickly moved for
ward with the process of placing an 
easement on their land. They were 
familiar with KLT because they are 
owner-members of the Mission Valley 
Fin and Feather Club, which is protect
ed by a KLT easement. Bill Stueck also 
serves as a trustee for the Kansas 
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy 
(TNC) , so he is knowledgeable about 
conservation easements in general and 
KLT's role in particular. TNC focuses 
primarily on large, landscape-scale 
easements, and purchases, especially in 
the Flint Hills, he said. 

KLT's mission, in contrast, is to 
protect important Kansas lands, regard-

Photo by Bruce Hogle 

less of their size or location. The Stueck 
easement fits into IZLT's portfolio 
because it protects water quality in the 
Blue River, open space in a rapidly 
developing county, and habitat for the 
many creatures that depend on riparian 
areas for their survival. 

"We have barred owls, coyotes, 
great blue herons - we have a small 
heron rookery in one comer of the prop
erty," Bo Stueck said. Deer, wild 
turkeys, songbirds, and hawks are also 
among the more visible inhabitants. 

The legal work on the easement was 
completed last fall, and the easement 
became official this summer. Excluding 
the land on which buildings and poten
tial future buildings sit, the easement 

continued on page 7 
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KLT is excited to be working with Kenneth Muller to protect his family's 580-
acre ranch in Morris County, north of the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve, the true 
heart of the Flint Hills. Ken, pictured below, is a great example of the vitality of the 
ranching heritage in our state. An October 2007 Grass and Grain article described 
Ken as a "lifelong cowboy ... recognized over a wide area for his diverse abilities 
with horses, livestock, and people." 

When state funding fell short of the required matching funds to make use of the 
Farm and Ranchlands Protection Program to complete this easement, the KLT 
board, recognizing that Ken's land is unique and worth protecting, unanimously 
committed to dipping into our "Flint Hills Fund" to provide those additional match
ing funds. This fund was set up in 2006 to serve this purpose - to provide extra 
support in order to make a critical difference - through a handful of KLT's most 
generous donors, with Tensie Oldfather as the first contributor. 

Now, we need your financial assistance to replenish this fund for future 
projects. You will be hearing more from us in the coming months as we ramp up 
our "Recharge the Flint 
Hills Fund" campaign and 
our annual membership 
drive. Plenty of land ripe 
for protection has been 
identified and is primed 
for permanent preserva
tion. Your financial assis
tance will be vital to pro
tect these lands. 

KLT's strength is pow- Photo by Bruce Hogle 

ered by each of you who reads this newsletter and is supportive of the work we do. 
If every member simply committed to doubling their yearly membership contribu
tion to KLT, we would meet our goal in a matter of weeks rather than months. 

Act now, and mail your "double up" contribution/membership check today 
with the form on page 8. A conservation easement is forever - your contribution 
today means KLT can protect more land in the short term for the benefit of every
one in the long term. Truly a worthwhile proposition! 

• We are pleased to welcome Jerry Jost to the KLT team! A longtime member 
of the Kansas conservation community - skilled at engaging farmers, ranchers, and 
landowners on their terms - Jerry brings an engaging demeanor and considerable 
abilities to our newly created Director of Land Protection position. See page 5 for 
more information on Jeny's background and his family . 

• 
We have a busy fall planned - I encourage all KLT members to attend one of 

our upcoming events in Johnson, Douglas, or Riley County in the next few 
weeks. See the invitations on the next page for more details regarding The Nature 
of Kansas Lands publication celebration and two upcoming dedication events. III... 

ijaRsas Land JrIlSI 
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mark your 

• Saturday. September 27th. 5-7 p.m. 
Bill and Bo Stueck Easement Dedication - 6701 West 167th Street, Stilwell 

A short program recognizing the Stuecks, featuring Rep. Dennis Moore, will kick off the event. Light appetizers, 
beer, and wine will be served. Musical entertainment provided by the Shady Grove String Band. 

Located just east of Metcalf Avenue, 167th Street exit off of US-69, the 114-acre Stueck easement protects land in a 
developing area in the Blue River watershed. This is KLT's second easement on the banks of the Blue River, protect
ing water quality and also a heron rookery found in the riparian woodland area. 

• Thursday. October 2nd. 6:30-8 p.m. 
The Nature of Kansas Lands Release 
The Commons (Spooner Hall), KU Campus 

You are invited to attend a special event to celebrate the 
publication of a new book for all Kansans to enjoy -
created by friends of KLT, to benefit KLT. 

A presentation by the authors and photographers will be 
followed by a book signing and light refreshments. 

The Nature of Kansas Lands is a beautiful book of pho
tos, essays, and facts depicting the variety of Kansas 
landscapes. All royalties from the sale of the book will 
benefit KLT. 

• Saturday. October 18th. 10 a.m.-Noon 

Edited by Beverley Worster, Foreward by Donald Worster, Essays 
by Elizabeth Schultz, Photographs by Edward C. Robison III and 

Kyle Gerstner, Ecosystem Facts by Kelly Kindscher. 
Available October 2008 from the University Press of Kansas. 

Hal Kunze Easement Dedication - Riley County (see directions below) 

A short program will recognize Mr. Kunze and the Army's Campatible Use Buffer Program, USDA's Farm and 
Ranchland Protection Program, and the Kansas State Conservation Commission. Homemade rolls and juice will 
be served and musical entertainment will be provided. 

The Kunze easement protects 630 acre as of native tallgrass prairie and soils of statewide importance in the north
ern Flint Hills. This property will be retained forever in its natural, scenic, agricultural and open space condition. 

Directions to Kunze property from Manhattan: Travel northwest out of Manhattan on Tuttle Creek Boulevard 
(US-24 West). Turn right (north) on Blue River Hills Road (CR-895). After traveling 1.7 miles you will turn left 
(west) on Stockdale Park Road for 400 feet until you resume traveling north again on Blue River Hills Road for 
another 1.9 miles. You will then be at the intersection of Blue River Hills Road (CR-895) and Longhorn Lane. 
Immediately turn left (west) into a parking area near the intersection. 
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Lake Scott, Scott County, and Monument Rocks, Gave County 

cott City is in the center of Scott County, at the intersection 
of Route 96 and Route 83. Geometry seems to rule in this 
High Plains county, with these highways, paralleling rail

roads, laid out in straight lines across extensive crop and pasture 
lands. Nothing interrupts the horizon but the immense feedlots 
which explain Scott County's ranking as one of the top five U.S. 
counties in the multi-million dollar beef industry. Cattle trucks 
boom past me as I drive north on 83. I peer around them to look 
out across endless com fields, green and ready for harvest in five 
or six weeks, and endless wheat fields, newly planted, dark brown, 
and waiting for growth to begin. Center pivot irrigation systems 
stride the land, at work spraying the water which makes agricul
ture on such a scale possible. Nothing in this seemingly unchang
ing flat land prepares me for Lake Scott. 

Albeit it is among the National Geographic Traveler's top fifty 
U.S. state parks and has been a long-awaited destination on my 
map and in my guide book, Lake Scott unwraps ahead of me like 
a surprise package, an unexpected and unknown world in the mid
dle of the Kansas High Plains. This landscape was long a home 
for several Indian communities - Taos, Apache, Picurie - and now 
is a well-known and popular camping and fishing site, but the 
astonishment I feel on arriving at Lake Scott makes me feel as if I 
am the first to discover its hidden wonders. 

The lake itself, created in 1930 from the damming of Ladder 
Creek, fills the creek's meandering canyon and now covers 100 
acres. Numerous jagged inlets, thronging with willows along the 
shore, appear, in their irregUlarity, to minor the bluffs surrounding 
the lake. Outcroppings from the Ogallala Formation, composed of 
cemented sands and gravels, and underlain with Niobara Chalk, 
these bluffs protrude from among sage and yucca to tower above 
groves of hackberry, ash, elm, walnut, cedar. The names of the 
higher canyons jutting away from the drive around the lake evoke 
history and mystery: Horse Thief Canyon, Thunder Canyon, Bull 
Canyon, Battle Canyon. Thunder Canyon, which rises up like a 
rocky billboard from the earth, is perforated with rows of holes, 
suggesting an ancient text. The shadows of turkey vultures, drift
ing overhead on the thermal drafts, float across its surface like 
hands helping me to understand it. 

Close to today's park entrance, at the end of the nineteenth cen
tury, Herbert and Eliza Steele built their compact four-room home 
of chalk blocks from nearby bluffs. The soft blocks have been 
gouged and inscribed with layers of graffiti, and behind the house 

enormous cottonwoods stumps preside like totems. 
I wander along a maze of brick paths through the 
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Steeles' tangled garden of iris, garlic, and gaillardia, to a stone 
bench overlooking a natural spring, one of Lake Scott's many 
springs. A rivulet pours noisily into a small pond which then cas
cades down into the lake, suggesting perpetual renewal. I consider 
that long before any humans perceived this landscape, the minute 
riffle beetle, which is on the federal endangered species list and 
which lives nowhere else but in Big Springs would have known 
this lovely world and claimed it for himself. 

The riffle beetle's antithesis is Monument Rocks in nearby 
Gove County. As Lake Scott is a revelation hidden in the earth, 
Monument Rocks seem a revelation rising straight up out of the 
earth. The road I take to reach them, soon after crossing Scott 
County border, curves and swerves, deviating from simple geome
try and confonning to a different geography: the Smoky Hill 
Valley. A shortgrass prairie opens on either side of the chalky 
road, with the land beneath whitish and eerie even under a blue 
sky with racing clouds. It's a surprise to see a pack of llamas off to 
the side of the road, two large males, each standing atop a white 
mound and looking about imperialistically. 

The road flattens out into a pale plain, and I stop to read a post 
rock marked with BOD for the Butterfield Overland Dispatch, the 
dangerous express which crossed here, going between Atchison 
and Denver in 1865. In the distance, then, I tum to see the 
Monument Rocks - called by some the Chalk Pyramids - but 
appearing to me from this distance like a Kansas Stonehenge, 
mystical and glimmering white in the sun, each rock shaped and 
tilted by time and weather into natural abstract statuary. 

Designated by the US Department of the Interior as the 
first National Natural Landmark, Monument Rocks were thick 
oozy ocean bottom eighty million years ago during the 
Cretaceous Period. They filled with the shells of microscopic 
foraminifera as well as the remains of enormous clams, 
turtles, sharks, fish, and reptiles, which decayed and calcified. 

Overwhelmed by their size, I stand in the shade up close to 
these soaring seventy-foot Rocks and in the diverse fossils imbed
ded in their layers of hard sediment find clues to the shapes of 
some of these creatures; I stand in the sun far back from them and 
imagine ghostly, gigantic sea-lizards swimming above them in the 
sky. Now, however, it is birds I see flying about them-swallows 
spinning away from their colony of jug-shaped nests clinging high 
up on one of the monuments, a Swainson's hawk kiting by. I reg' , 
ize that on this day of surprises in the landscape, perspective is a.._ 
IiII.. 



new team members 

KLT's new Director of Land Protection may be familiar to many of you. A native 
of Kansas, Jerry grew up on a dairy farm in Harvey County. He received his 
undergraduate degree in biology from Bethel College and a master's degree in 
conflict management and dispute resolution from Baker University. For the past 
two decades Jerry served as a project director for the Kansas Rural Center work
ing with farmers on improved grazing management, conservation practices and 
farmers' market development. Jerry will use his knowledge of Kansas farming and 
ranching along with his facilitation and mediation skills to secure new easements 
and monitor existing easements. Jerry is pictured to the right with his wife, 
Deborah, and lO-year-old son, Eli. The family resides in rural Douglas County. 

Photo by Tracy Rasmussen 

Leah Pistorius, Fall 2008 Intern 

Leah Pistorius is a senior at the University of Kansas from Fairway. An industrial design student, 
Leah's passion is bringing design and the environment together in a responsible way. She will be 
attending the Ecosa Institute for sustainable design this spring in Prescott, AZ. 

goodbye and thank you 

Steve Roeis, Conservation Associate - Congratulations to 
Steve for starting his Master's degree in ecology at KD. KLT's 
monitoring program and landowner outreach efforts have benefit
ed greatly from Steve's steady presence these last few years, and 
we wish him all the best in his further academic pursuits. We will 
miss him immensely. Filling Steve's boots will be Jerry Jost, 
KLT's new Director of Land Protection (see above). 

Karen Johnson, Administrative Assistant - More changes are 
afoot as Karen has a wonderful opportunity to travel to India for 
several months while her husband, Alan, works on water quality 
issues in Delhi. Karen has deftly designed this very newsletter and 
efficiently managed office and membership programs. We plan to 
continue our association by "outsourcing" the newsletter design to 
Karen while she is overseas. However, KLT is in the process of 
hiring a full-time Office Manager to handle administrative and 
bookkeeping duties. Expect an introduction in the next newsletter. 

Summer Interns. KLT benefited this summer 
from the hard work of three dedicated interns. Each 
added great enthusiasm and energy to our office, 
and they will be missed. We would like to thank: 

Andrew Roland, Emporia native, Washburn 
University student, and editor of the Washburn 
Review Online, who provided technology audit, 
database development, and title work support. 

Zack Pistora, Tonganoxie native, KSU student 
and president of Students for Environmental Action, 
who undertook more than 80 landowner interviews 
as part of a Kingsbury Foundation grant. 

Shane McCall, Pittsburg native and a KU Law 
student, who developed recommendations relating 
to state funding for easement purchases. 
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Legislative victory for land conservation 
Congress passes conservation tax incentive for family farms and ranches 

he hotly debated Farm Bill, which Congress enacted ear
lier this spring, renews a powerful tax incentive which 
has helped conserve a million or more acres of farms, 

ranches and natural areas across the U.S. The incentive had 
expired January 1, 2008, but is now retroactive to the begin
ning of the year and will last through 2009. 

A broad coalition representing farmers, ranchers, sports
men, outdoors enthusiasts, and national conservation groups, 
embraced the measure. Rand Wentworth, president of the 
Land Trust Alliance, said: "This renewed tax incentive for 
donations of conservation easements is one of the best things 
Congress could do this year to help landowners choose the 
conservation option over sprawl, especially for family farm
ers and ranchers of modest income, this is a great way to 
help them keep productive agricultural land from being 
lost." 

In conserving land, Wentworth added, "We also are pro-
tecting clean air, clean water, wildlife habitat, local food 
sources, historic landscapes and scenic beauty." 

Senator Max Baucus of Montana, who Oliginated the incen
tive provision, said "Simply put, this is an incentive that works: 
for conservation, for farmers, for ranchers, and for all landown
ers who want a fair deal for their tremendous generosity in 
donating conservation easements. Many ranchers and other 
landowners in Montana and across the US have told me they 
could not afford to conserve their land without this measure." 

The Kansas delegation's votes were key to the exten
sion of the incentive. Kansas Senators Pat Roberts and Sam 
Brownback and Representatives Nancy Boyda (KS-02) and 
Dennis Moore (KS-03) supported the measure by voting for 
the Farm Bill. 

Rep. Boyda is joined by Reps. Moran (KS-Ol) and Tiahrt 
(KS-04) in cosponsoring pending legislation, H.R.1576, which 
would make the incentive permanent. Sen. Brownback has co
sponsored the Senate companion bill, S.469. KLT members 
are encouraged to contact these legislators to thank them 
for cosponsoring this legislation. 

Ask Sen. Roberts to 
"Please cosponsor 
5.469 ... " 

Members are also encouraged to contact the remainir 
two Kansas delegation members to request that they too 
cosponsor these bills to make the deduction provisions per
manent. For Senator Pat Roberts, the bill number is S.469. 
For Rep. Dennis Moore it is H.R.1576. Contact information 
for their offices can be found below. 

The incentive, which applies to a landowner's federal 
income tax, will: 

• Raise the deduction a donor can take for donating a 
voluntary conservation agreement from 30% of their 
income in any year to 50%; 

• Allow farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100% of 
their income; and 

• Increase the number of years over which a donor can 
take deductions from 6 to 16 years. 

Landowner donations to land trusts have resulted in mil
lions of acres of working lands and natural areas being con
served for the future. According to the Alliance, many conser
vation groups reported an annual doubling of the number of 
conservation agreements completed in 2007, in response to the 
same incentive that had expired in January 2008. Land trusts 
in America have together saved more than 36 million acres 
from development, an area the size of New England. 

The Alliance also credited the success of the measure to 
the entrepreneurial spirit of the private sector, which has taken 
the lead in conserving land in recent years. Said Wentworth, 
"The fact is that conservation in this country now depends 
greatly on the generosity of individuals. It is the individual 
rancher, farmer or forester, working the land in a way that is 
conservation-oriented, who will largely define our natural her
itage in the future." Iii... 

Adapted from the Land Trust Alliance, www.lta.org 

Senator Pat Roberts 
Phone: (202) 224-4774 
Fax: (202) 224-3514 
109 Hart SOB 
Washington, DC 20510 
www.roberts.house.gov 

Rep. Dennis Moore (KS-03) 
Phone: (202) 225-2865 

Fax: (202) 225-2807 
1727 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 
www.moore.house.gov 

Ask Rep. Moore to 
"Please cosponsor 

H.R.1586 ... " 
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encompasses 114 acres. It includes a hay meadow 
along the road, a wooded hillside, crop fields in 
the flood plain, and dense forest along the river's 

ge. 

The landowners 
Bill and Bo Stueck are the owners of Suburban 

Lawn and Garden, one of the largest horticultural 
companies in the Kansas City area. Bill says he 
started with a lawn-mowing business when he was 
in elementary school, and it just kept growing. It 
now includes two retail garden centers in the 
Kansas City suburbs, at 105th and Roe in Kansas 
and 135th and Wornall on the Missouri side. 
Suburban also has two plant farms that supply 75 
percent of its trees, shrubs and bedding plants. 
There's a 300-acre farm in Gardner, Kansas, and a 
300-acre farm in Cass County, Missouri. The 
company also operates a yard waste and recycling 
center, where it processes a million pounds of 
organic material every year to make mulch and 
soil amendments. 

If horticulture is the Stuecks' vocation, horse
back riding is their passion. They are longtime 
members of the Mission Valley Hunt Club, a fox- A creek runs through Bill and Bo Stueck's property. 

hunting club founded in 1927. Today, the Stuecks 
I, foxhunting is more about riding than hunting; 

there are few foxes in the area and the hounds are 
more likely to chase coyotes. 

But the sport remains as much a spectacle 
today as it was in England in the 1800s; in fact, 
photos of the Stuecks on horseback for a hunt 
look amazingly similar to historic paintings of 
English foxhunts. They wear red coats, white 
breeches and tall black boots with tan leather 
tops. (For more on the history of Kansas City fox
hunting, visit the Johnson County Museum's web 
site: http://www.jocohistory.neticultureI11no3hunt
ing.asp.) 

The hunt season lasts from October to April, 
and foxhunts are held twice a week, on 
Wednesdays and either Saturday or Sunday on the 
weekend. The foxhunters number between 20 and 

Sunrise illuminates the Stueck farm. 

Photo by Steve Roels 

Photo by Bruce Hogle 

50 for most hunts. Occasionally, the hunt will begin from the Stuecks' stables and traverse the land along the Blue River. 
Now their farm will be home to another sport: disc golf. Bill Stueck says that he gets invited to a lot of charity golf tourna

ments, which tend to exclude employees and family members. He wanted to create a fundraising event that would be more 
family-friendly. He noticed a disc golf course at a public park and learned that it is a popular game in the Kansas City area. 
And so he had an I8-hole disc golf course installed on his land. Because the metal goals are scattered around almost the 
entire acreage, a game of disc golf might take as long as four hours. 

The Stuecks plan to host disc golf tournaments to raise money for organizations they support; for example, their first event 
is scheduled for Sept. 20 to raise money for Ozanam, a therapy program for troubled youths and families in Kansas City. 

"We want to use this ground for the enjoyment of people; we want people to be able to experience nature 
while raising money for charity," Bill said ..... 
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Kansas Land Trust 
16 East 13th Street 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

Address Service Requested 

• Stuecks Conserve Land in Stilwell 

• Help Recharge the Flint Hills Fund 

• Welcoming Jerry Jost to KLT 

• You're Invitation to Upcoming Events 

• Lake Scott and Monument Rocks 

• Income Tax Deduction Renewed 

• Subscribe to eStewardship Notes 

Enclosed is my "double up" contribution of $ to the 
Flint Hills Fund to recharge the matching funds needed for the 
Farm & Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP). 

Enclosed is my annual membership gift of $ ___ to the 
Kansas Land Trust for land conservation. 

$5,000 Guardian 
$500 Sustainer 

____ $100 Keeper 

$1,000 Steward 
___ $250 Caretaker 
___ $50 Member 

Name(s) ________________________________ __ 

Address _________________ _ 

City, State Zip _________________ __ 

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Topeka 

Permit No.9 

Introc:htlcing K!L.l'm's e8tewal'Jifls'lili~ Notes o~tion 

Help KL T save paper and printing costs, by opting to 
receive eStewardship Notes, and the most up-to-date 
news and event invitations, electronically via email. 

1100 sign up, email your name and email address to 
info@klt.org or simply fill out and mail in this form. 

To the extent allowed by law, dues, contributions, and donations 
of land or conservation easements are tax-deductible. 

E-mail ______________________ _ 

Tel _______________________ __ 

Please mail this form with check payable to: Kansas Land Trust to 16 E. 13th St., Lawrence, KS 66044-3502. 
Questions? Call KLT at (785) 749-3297, email info@klt.org, or visit www.klt.org. 
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Kenneth Muller’s Council 
Grove-area ranch is a fine 
spread, and a slice of the Flint 

Hills that Ken’s father, Ken, and his 
son, Richard, have worked for sev-
enty years. Not just prime ranch land, 
it is a unique and rare landscape that 
lured Ken’s father to move his family 
there, and its character pulled both 
Muller and his son back when they 
had opportunities elsewhere. 

But times are changing and the 
latest generation of Mullers has been 
lured away. Ken worries about a fu-
ture in which the land he’s worked to 

protect and improve might be turned 
upside down; damaged beyond re-
pair and changed beyond recogni-
tion. With help from the Kansas Land 
Trust, Ken aims to ensure that this 
scenario never materializes in his cor-
ner of the Flint Hills.

A Property Worth Protecting
On a November day on Muller’s 

580 acres just southwest of Council 
Grove and north of the Tallgrass Prai-
rie National Preserve, the sun shines 
brightly on golden grass. In fall, the 
landscape is stark since most of the 

cattle have been trucked away. 
As Ken describes it, “It’s an un-

believable deal at six o’clock in the 
morning riding out on your horse. 
There ain’t a soul around; no noise. 
You might hear an old prairie chick-
en; they’re scarce but you will hear 
one, or a quail, or a cow bawl.” 

But Ken hears something else out 
there; the faint noise of development 
approaching. It may be far off still 
and moving slowly, but it is a force 
that will destroy the sweet quiet just 
as it carves up the landscape. Ken is 
not about to stand by as it overtakes 
his ranch.

As resourceful and flexible as 
ranchers may be, the land itself can-
not change its essential nature. The 
land, the plants and the animals here 
have evolved together over eons. But 
why not tame this land, or re-purpose 
it? Why protect it as-is? 

Unique Flint Hills Ecology
Ken has strong feelings about 

this. “Well, I never got to thinking too 
much about that ‘til the last few years. 
Why should we preserve these Flint 
Hills? Nobody realizes that they’re 
the only ones in the world, and what-
ever gets taken up, ruined, done away 
with will never come back.”

Other landscapes with deeper 
soil and a more robust ecology might 
survive development with an ability 

Preserving the Flint Hills on the Muller Ranch
by Elizabeth Stevens

continued on page 4Ice storm, January 2008 Photo by Steve Roels
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to bounce back and restore itself, but 
not the fragile Flint Hills. As Richard 
notes, “It’ll never come back, and that’s 
evident in all the pieces of ground in 
the Flint Hills that were tried to be 
farmed sixty, seventy years ago. Well, 
they planted them back to native 
grass, but they aren’t the same.” 

He elaborates, “Some of it is bet-
ter than others, but every pasture 
in the Flint Hills, if you ride out in 
it, you can tell to the mark where 
it was fenced off fifty sixty seventy 
years ago and tried to be farmed.”

If the Mullers can spot the im-
pact of non-native crops planted 
and abandoned half a century 
ago, and wagon ruts on the Santa 
Fe Trail are still visible well over a 
hundred years later, full-force devel-
opment will surely scar the land irre-
versibly. 

Developers who dot this land 
with houses – ironically destroying 
the very vistas that attracted them in 
the first place – will do damage that 
will endure many times the span of 
their lifetimes.

Some folks, like Ken, have gained 
a respect for the land and its unique 
ability to support its own plant life. 
“Everywhere there’s CRP (Conserva-
tion Reserve Program) grass -- in this 
old rocky country that ain’t good to 
farm – it will get that big (shoulder 
high) without anybody helping it. The 
amazing thing is the good Lord put 
these Flint Hills here for a reason. I 
think we’re making a big mistake of 
not trying to keep it here like it was in 
its original state.” 

The future for the Flint Hills and 
ranchers who would work it on its 
own terms is uncertain. Changes and 
threats come from many directions, 
as Ken observes. “It’s the same change 
that’s happening in every area, I guess. 
For one thing, the young people are 
not coming back here and for the oth-
er thing, we’ve got the people in town 
wanting to move to the country.” 

Ranchers facing tough 
economic times struggle 
with the idea of liquidat-

ing property. “The people living here 
don’t want to sell any of their land; 
they want to use it for their cattle and 
their ranching operation. That’s their 
livelihood, you know. You start sell-
ing off pieces, pretty soon you don’t 
have enough left to do that. They 
didn’t buy the land to sell it for devel-
opment.” 

But people can be slow to realize 
that the effect of selling off the odd 
slice of land can snowball when ev-
ery landowner is doing it. As Richard 
puts it, “As time goes on, it just keeps 
creeping around here and there, and 
before you realize it, you think ‘well, 
how’d that happen?’”

Ken enjoys the land, the history 
here, and the peace and quiet. “That’s 
one of the things that, living here all 
our life, we don’t appreciate that here. 
We take this blue stem grass and the 
Flint Hills, we take them for granted. 
They’re here and they’ve always been 
here, we don’t think nothing about it. 

It’s just everyday for us, and that’s the 
way it is.” But Ken has, indeed, moved 
from taking it all for granted to taking 
steps to protect his land. 

Land Protection Efforts, and Ethic
I started working, 10, 12 years 

ago, maybe 15, of cutting trees in the 
pasture, spraying stuff and trying to 

preserve the grass and make it bet-
ter. I did most of that tree-cutting 
alone although I did have one little 
government program that helped 
me. But, then, two years ago, (my) 
neighbors Kent and Rose Bacon…
had a shindig out there before they 
signed their contract with the Kan-
sas Land Trust.

“So they invited us over and 
we went, and the Kansas Land Trust 
people were out there and I talked to 
them, and Roxanne [Miller, former 
KLT executive director] was there 
and I talked to her. Then I did quite 
a bit of visiting with Kent and Rose 
and learning about the program, and 
I said well you know, maybe that’s re-
ally a good deal to get some help.”

Ken didn’t rush into action. “I 
thought about it for a couple months I 
guess, and I talked to Roxanne…and 
I made an application. And it went on 
during December and January and 
February and finally one day she said 
‘Well, you’ve got to let me know in 

   Muller, continued from page 1

...As time goes on, it just keeps 
creeping around here and there, 

and before you realize it, you think 
‘well, how’d that happen?’

Richard Muller, 2008

Muller Property at Sunrise Photo by Bruce Hogle
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two days what you want to do. Either 
you want to get in or get out,’ -- on 
account of paperwork going in.  And 
I didn’t feel comfortable -- yet, and I 
said ‘Would you get real mad if I’d say 
no, I want more time? Next fall, could 
I go ahead with it?’ ‘Well, sure,’ she 
said, ‘It’ll be fine with me.’ So that’s 
what I did. I thought it out until No-
vember, and I called her up and said 
‘I’m ready.’

Barring the kind of protection that 
a Kansas Land Trust conservation 
easement affords, what worst case 
scenario could Ken imagine here? 

“If Richard inherited it, and then 
(his children) inherited it, and if he 
started selling 10-acre plots out here 
to everybody who walked in, I would 
really be upset. As the old boy said, I’d 
turn over in my grave. I guess that’d 

be the worst thing that could happen, 
destroy all the work that I put in and 
Richard put in to retain it in its origi-
nal state and then it goes down the 
road. I guess that was one of the main 
reasons I got interested in putting it 
in an easement; the biggest thing I’m 
trying to control is it ever being used 
for some purpose other than agricul-
ture and cattle.” 

Easement Brings Ease of Mind
With his decision made and the 

easement in the works, Ken can, per-
haps, relax a bit and focus on the 
work he loves. “My best day is if I 
can get up at six in the morning – I 
don’t get up as early as I used to – and 
Richard comes riding in about seven. 
We saddle our horses and load them 
in the trailer, ride into town and get a 

cup of coffee and then go to the pas-
ture. And in the mornings, there ain’t 
nothing like riding out across a big 
pasture when it’s just breaking day. 
It’s so quiet, so calm.”x

The Kansas Land Trust is proud to sup-
port people like Kenneth Muller in their 
quest to protect and preserve the best of 
the Kansas landscape. For more on Ken 
Muller’s background, please visit: 
www.klt.org/muller

Please contribute to KLT’s “Recharge the 
Flint Hills” campaign using the form on 
the next page. To qualify for federal Farm 
and Ranchland Protection Program funds 
for future acquisitions, KLT must raise 
25 percent in matching funds from within 
Kansas—we couldn’t do this without our 
members like you!

We lost one of the pillars of KLT this fall.  Doug 
Guess, the author/artist who created the notecards 
many of you have purchased and sent all over the 
country, passed away October 30.  He also created Walk-
ing the Prairie, a beautiful collection of his paintings and 
poetry.  His wife, Ruth Ann, was instrumental in editing, 

compiling and preparing 
the materials for the book.  
They have supplied both the 
cards and the book to KLT at their ex-
pense, so that we might sell them for some 
extra income, but more importantly, for the pleasure they bring.  

And Doug and Ruth Ann have surely known the pleasure of a prairie!  The 
20-acre native prairie that stretches out from their farmhouse in western Douglas 
County is among the most pristine in the region and has been the site for many KLT 
wildflower walks.  Protected December 12, 2002, by a KLT conservation easement, it 
will forever bloom as a legacy to Doug and Ruth Ann, a source of pride and inspira-
tion for their many grandchildren and ours as well.

A KU Professor Emeritus in Special Education, Doug authored or co-authored  
more than 100 professional publications, making significant contributions to his 
field, primarily for children.  His nurturing disposition seamlessly permeated his 
more recent roles as Grandpa and artist of the prairie.  We will remember 
Doug with much affection and admiration.

In Memory

Doug Guess
1939-2008

Morning Walk 
These grasses,

now in their final days,
bring together a crescendo

of colors
compelling me to

preserve with paint
their f leeting presence on this earth.

                       Doug Guess

Doug Guess, Native Prairie



Protected in Perpetuity: Respect, Memory, Love by Elizabeth Stevens

When the Kansas Land Trust closed 
a conservation easement in July 

2009 on a 1,250-acre ranch near Tuttle 
Creek Reservoir in the Flint Hills, it 
was more than just KLT’s largest ease-
ment to date. The transaction was a 
win-win-win for the land trust, Fort Ri-
ley and the Haines Family LLC, adding 
key pieces to each participant’s jigsaw 
puzzle of goals.
   The acreage represents diverse ele-
ments, valuable for different reasons 
to the partners in this conservation 
easement arrangement. To the Haines 
family, this is lucrative cattle grazing 
property as well as an environment to 
be protected. To Fort Riley, this land 
is part of a wildlife corridor that buf-
fers the installation against external en-
croachment. And to KLT, the acreage 
fits into a Flint Hills checkerboard of 
tallgrass prairie, flora, and fauna.
   The Haines family jigsaw puzzle, 
when complete, will be a picture of 
sound investment and financial security 
for heirs, in a framework of environ-
mental stewardship. Bob Haines man-
ages this land and his family’s business 
interests. His grandfather first bought 
land in the Flint Hills as investment 
property in the 1920s, left the acreage 
to his son and two daughters, and it has 

now been passed on to Bob, his brother 
Dick Haines, and his sister Jody Par-
sons. 
   His grandfather’s legacy of business 
acumen has been passed down along 
with the land: Bob, a former banker, 
manages the land with a keen under-
standing of its financial value. 
   But the family’s respect for this land 
is much broader than an appreciation of 
its economic value; the land is a part 
of their history as well as a beloved 
natural environment. Bob recalls that 
his grandfather hand-built the original 
road across the southern parcel, cutting 
through the limestone layers that char-
acterize the Flint Hills. One of Bob’s 
fondest early memories is of accom-
panying his father to visit the property 
and inspect the fence line. It was big 
work for a small boy. “I would help 
Dad, or at least I thought I did…Once 
on the property,” says Bob, “there were 
no signs of civilization. ”
   Bob still walks the property regularly, 
taking seven hours to visit the pastures 
in both the north and south parcels. 
Leasing the land for cattle grazing has 
been a smart move for the Haines fam-
ily and, judging from the healthy look 
of the glossy Black Angus cattle that 
browse the sweet grass, it has been a 

smart move for cattle owners as well.
   The land benefits from regular graz-
ing as well as other land management 
methods that Bob employs. He wages 
an ongoing battle against juniper en-
croachment, cutting and burning to 
keep these trees from choking out the 
oaks and turning edible grass-covered 
hillsides into inedible thickets. Burn-
ing is also part of Bob’s prairie chicken 
restoration effort, along with reduced 
cattle stocking levels.
   But burning the land is increasingly 
complicated due, in part, to the area’s 
growing population. Bob now has 42 
neighbors with whom to coordinate 
prior to each burn, and the expand-
ing population is complicating life for 
those in charge of nearby Fort Riley as 
well.
   Just as the juniper trees encroach on 
the prairie, civilization and displaced 
wildlife are increasingly encroaching 
on the military installation, obliging 
the command there to create a buffer 
zone around the fort so that vital train-
ing maneuvers can continue. As Jeff 
Keating, a civilian biologist working 
on conservation-related partnerships 
at Fort Riley, describes it, the installa-
tion’s challenge includes how to buffer 

Haines Family land near Tuttle Creek Reservoir in the Flint Hills.    Photo by Bruce Hogle

continued on page 7
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for noise abatement, wildlife protection 
and problem-free operation of military 
aviation tracking. 
   To satisfy the fort’s needs, the 100,000 
acre installation would like to create a 
50,000 acre buffer zone. As real estate 
development has brought more homes 
to the area, habitat available for wild-
life has shrunk and some locally unique 
species are in danger of being isolated 
at the fort on a genetically-closed is-
land. A corridor of land for wildlife mi-
gration is to connect the installation to 
remaining undeveloped prairie.
   While Fort Riley sought out willing 
landowners as conservation partners, 
the Haines family sought wise options 
for their land. Bob’s sister Jody origi-
nally suggested a conservation dona-
tion based on ethical reasons but Bob 
vetoed this in favor of a scenario that 
would compensate the family for the 
value of development rights. When Bob 
proposed leasing the land for hunting, 
his sister cast a firm “No” vote. Bob’s 
brother Dick suggested wind farming 
but Bob was against this use on the 
grounds that roads and concrete pads 
for turbines would leave the land with 
an indelible scar.

   In 2006, when Bob attended Kansas 
Land Trust’s celebration of Jane La-
man’s Flint Hills conservation ease-
ment, he listened with interest as 
Roxanne Miller described the land 
trust’s partnership with the US Army’s 
ACUB (Army Compatible Use Buffer) 
program to create conservation ease-
ments. 
   Bob was happy to work with KLT 
to explore how a KLT-ACUB partner-
ship might work and all the Haines 
family liked the prospects. The process 
took some time while Bob scrutinized 

Protected, continued from page 1 the idea thoroughly since, in 
his words, “I had a lot of is-
sues (to consider). You can’t 
foresee the future and I’d be 
saddling my heirs with this 
decision.”
   When Miller left KLT, Bob 
worked with new executive 
director Jason Fizell. “Jason 
came in in the middle of the 
deal but he’s been so easy to 
work with.”
   Bob found KLT’s new direc-
tor of land protection, Jerry 
Jost, “delightful to work with. 
He really knows his stuff.” 
When the men discussed the 
best management practices to 
be written into the easement 

stipulations, Bob was again pleased. 
“People who want to get things done 
know how to give and take; he’s very 
good about that because he wants to 
make sure we are taking care of things 
the way they should be done. We’re 
both after the same thing, so I have 
only good things to say.”
   The easement was transacted with 
funds from the ACUB program, and 
it is the largest and most centralized 
piece of acreage to date in Fort Riley’s 
ACUB wildlife corridor puzzle. It adds 
a significant parcel to KLT’s own jig-
saw puzzle of easements to preserve 
tall grass prairie, the Flint Hills ranch-
ing culture and wildlife such as prairie 
chickens that depend on undeveloped 
habitat for their survival. As Jason Fi-
zell puts it, “KLT could not have pro-
tected Bob’s land by ourselves. Area 
landowners and KLT are lucky to have 
such a win-win partnership available 
to us through Fort Riley’s ACUB pro-
gram.”
   Kansas Land Trust and its Fort Riley 
ACUB partners continue to seek will-
ing landowners to explore conserva-
tion easements, especially on the fort’s 
northeast boundary between Bala and 
Keats. With his easement in place, Bob 
Haines returns to managing his fam-
ily’s land with renewed enthusiasm. He 
looks with pride at wide swaths and en-
tire hillsides that he’s already wrested 
from the junipers and returned to pro-
ductive grassland. “I just enjoy coming 
out here. It’s almost spiritual,” he says.
    “Nurturing is a very therapeutic ac-
tivity, whether it’s livestock or crops or 
children.” m

Bob Haines near a spring on his land. Photo by Jerry Jost.
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by Carol Huettner 

Douglas County is home to 
many historic sites, including 

fragments of the Santa Fe Trail. Just 
to the southeast of Douglas County 
State Lake, hard by the remnants of 
this historic trail, lies a newly con
served KLT easement, donated by 
the Earles family - Roma, Ralph, 
and their three daughters, Chelsea, 
Jill, and Erika. 

This land had always exerted an 
undeniable magnetism upon the Ear
les family. These 135 acres, framed 
by sandstone ridges and dotted by 
four ponds, are located the historic 
Baldwin Woods landscape, desig
nated as a National Natural Land
mark in 1980. Indeed, this conserved 
land contains one of the best remain
ing examples of original eastern de
ciduous oak-hickory forest in Kan
sas. Four other reserves, owned by 
the University of Kansas and Baker 
University, are also in the vicinity. 

The Earles family settled at the 
east edge of Baldwin City in early 
1975, purchasing a small farm com
plete with a historic house; a row of 
venerable trees paralleled the traces 
of the old Santa Fe Trail. Just down 
the road lay a large tract of some 135 
acres, known locally as The Goat 
Ranch. Roma and Ralph took their 
three young daughters for walks in 
this area, having secured permission 
from the owner. It was hard to re-

sist the charms of this 
blackjack oak, 

more alternating 
meadows; perfect for 
sledding; gentle creeks to 
mossy ridges 
providing 
pause to 

a 

The Goat Ranch, the Earles fam-
learned, derived 

real goat 
property 
ers brought in a German 
and stocked part of the 

a 

goats. While the goat ranch proved a 
commercial flop, the name endured. 
Even the road leading to the tract is 
locally known as Goat Ranch Road. 

Roma and Ralph Earles at the clos
ing of their conservation easement. 

After the demise of the commer
cial goat operation, the property fell 
into disuse. The goat bam crumbled 
to its limestone foundations. The 
road that dead-ended within the 
groves became a lovers lane; people 
dumped trash among the dogwoods 
and birds-foot violets. Stephen Mar
tin, who owned the property at that 
time, couldn't abide this disrespect: 
he put up a metal gate to protect the 
area from further abuse. 

Some years later, Mr. Martin de
cided to sell property. Rumors 
abounded of a proposed housing de
velopment. This was just too much 
for the Earles family. Daughter 
Erika, in high school at the time of 
this unwelcome news, was moved to 
write: 

... In the spring and summer, 
the native prairie grass dances 
gracefully in the wind. The wild 
flowers are dashes of pure color 
under the sun's warm rays. In 
autumn the sugar maple and oak 
trees are reminiscent of blazing 
fire and deep red wine against 
the clear blue of the cloudless 
sky. 
... At the close of scorching sum
mer days, my family and friends 
frequently make a pilgrimage 
down the dirt road, which af
ter passing onto neighboring 

continued on page 7 
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Leave a Lasting Legacy for the 
Kansas La d Trust 
by Jason Fizell, Executive Director 

Fellow KLT Members, 

Events of the past few months 
have caused me to contemplate my 
own impermanent and fragile foot
print upon this earth. Two sudden, 
personal losses - a highly-regard
ed colleague and a younger family 
friend - have drawn my thoughts 
to the personal legacy we each leave 
with our choices and actions in life. 

After a lifetime of conservation 
efforts, Jan Garton of Manhattan 
died this past November at the age 
of 59. With Jan's passing, the Kan
sas environmental community lost 
a tireless advocate, colleague, and 
friend. 

Jan was vital in the conserva-
tion of Cheyenne Bottoms in the 

Jan Garton 

1980s, and in 1990 
was honored with the 
prestigious Chevron 
Conservation Award 
-the country's old
est such award
and only the third 
Kansan to be so 

honored. 
Jan was also a long-time Kansas 

Land Trust supporter, and her final 
words to KLT were: "Keep up the 
great work. Protect the prairie and 
Kansas wetlands!!!" 

Jan left two sizable bequests to 
KLT -a mutual fund investment 
and a certificate of deposit at a lo
cal bank - payable upon her death. 
Knowing Jan as an extremely prac
tical and no-nonsense individual, 
I am sure she would not object if 
I used this opportunity to encour-

age all of our members to consider 
naming KLT as a beneficiary when 
planning your own estate. 

While conservation easement 
donors leave a tangible legacy of 
protected land, many other people 
who don't have land to protect 
leave a similarly important legacy 
through bequests and memorials. 
I'd like to take a moment to tell you 
about these two options. 

Naming KLT in your will is a 
straightforward way of leaving a 
meaningful legacy by supporting 
the permanent protection of the 
threatened natural and scenic land
scapes of Kansas. It is quite simple 
to stipulate the gift you have in mind 
by including a sentence in your will 
such as the one below (although we 
do recommend you contact an attor
ney for assistance): 

I give __ (specific dollar 
amount, financial instrument, 
or property) to the Kansas Land 
Trust, located in Lawrence, 
Kansas, an IRS tax-exempt or
ganization (#48-1090912) and 
Kansas non-profit corporation, 
for the purpose of protecting 
and preserving lands of ecologi
cal, agricultural, scenic, histor
ic, or recreational significance 
in Kansas. 

Another straightforward option 
is to encourage friends and family 
to make contributions "in memory" 
of a loved one. The Kansas Land 
Trust recognizes such gifts by send
ing a card to the family and naming 

continued on next page 



the person being memorialized in 
our quarterly Stewardship Notes. 

Contributions in memory of 
a loved one can be made to the 
Kansas Land Trust at 16 East 13th 
Street, Lawrence, KS 66044; or 
online at www.klt.org. 

John E. McElroy III, husband, 
father, brother, uncle, friend, pub
lic servant, policeman, and KLT 
member, died in January. In order 
to continue John's commitment 
to doing the right thing, his wife, 
Martha Hodgesmith, has request
ed that contributions be made to 
a number of nonprofits, including 
the Kansas Land Trust. 

Of course, we are always grate
ful to all our supporters for helping 
us pursue our mission. Future gen
erations, facing a world in which 
natural resources are uncertain, 
will benefit from KLT's work more 
than we can now imagine. Thank 
you for considering placing your 
trust in us. 

Respectfully, 

r~ 
Jason Fizell 
Executive Director 

P.s. In celebration of their life 
and work, please consider mak
ing a donation to KLT in memory 
of Jan, John, or another deceased 
loved one. You may also make a 
contribution at any time in honor 
of a living person. 

Just mail a note with your con
tribution to: KLT, 13 East 16th 
Street, Lawrence, KS 66044, or 
visit: 
www.klt.orglinmemory.htm w 

liars at Work: ndown rs, 
and Acres of La d 

by Jerry Jost, Director of Land Protection 

I have the good fortune to help 
people protect land for future 

generations. I am pleased to intro
duce four landowners who recently 
completed easements and to high
light the unique conservation values 
of these lands. 

When I reflect upon why our 
work is so important, I can't help but 
think of Theda Davis, a native Kan
san now retired in Georgia. Theda's 
husband passed away unexpectedly 
earlier this year. This tragedy im
pelled Theda to protect her family's 

Theodore O. Wehrle 

land in Osage 
County as a 
conservation 
legacy for fu-
ture genera-
tions. These 
197 acres of 
native prame 
are now for
ever protected 
as the "Theo-
dore Wehrle 

Easement", in memory of Theda's 
beloved father. 

I also meet landowners with in
credible dedication and a profound 
sense of responsibility towards their 
land. They dismantle buildings, roll 
up fence, dig up abandoned farm 
equipment, remove cedars, and re
plant prairies. 

Chris Smith fits into this cat
egory of vigorous, determined in
dividuals. Through diligence and 
hard work, Chris has reclaimed 87 
acres in Geary County - including 
native prairie, a riparian buffer, and 
old limestone quarries. He plans to 
replant former cropland to native 

grass. Now the "Smith Easement" is 
forever protected by KLT. 

The Strauss family has been 
farming in Geary County for four 
generations. Last December Caleb 

Caleb and Lara Strauss with daughter 
Josie. Twins Amelia and Charlie were 
elsewhere when this photo was taken. 

and Lara Strauss closed on their 
231-acre easement. 

This easement, near Fort Riley's 
Marshall Airfield, protects the agri
cultural and open space features of 
irreplaceable Kansas River bottom 
farmland. The easement was pur
chased with funding and support 
from the Army Compatible Use 
Buffer (ACUB) program. 

The fourth landowner, Joseph 
(Joe) G. Hollowell, Jr., donated a 
conservation easement of 49 acres 
of native grasses overlooking Clin
ton Lake. This easement protects 
wildlife habitat, affords a scenic 
view of Clinton Lake, and sustains 
a vegetative buffer for Douglas 
County's drinking water. 

As we mark KLT's 20th an
niversary of working with people 
to protect land, we'll continue to 
build partnerships to protect several 
thousand more acres in 2010. These 
landscapes are protected with your 
continued support-thank you! w 
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Douglas a 
by Elizabeth Schultz 

early January email on 
Kansas Bird Listserve 

alerted me to the astonishing fact 
that seventy-five bald eagles were 
gathering at Clinton Lake's Outlet 
Parle This was an event I thought I 
couldn't miss. Years ago, I'd seen 
such a convocation of eagles when 
I was sailing among the Queen 
Charlotte islands off the coast of 
British Columbia. But given that 
only in 1989 was the first pair of 
eagles sighted nesting in Kansas 
since "pioneering days", this on
line news suggested an amazing 
increase in the local eagle popula
tion, and I was determined to wit
ness their winter carnival. 

Thinking that first I'd visit oth
er sites in Douglas County known 
for eagles, I headed for the outlet 
below the dam at Perry Lake. On a 
day cold and severely clear, clean 
snow lay heavy on the fields and 
the Eagle Bend golf course stretch
ing up to the dam. Particles of fro
zen air seemed suspended above 
these open spaces, sparkling, and 
to breathe was to have an instant 
rim of frost around my nostrils. 
Stubble projected randomly from 
the snow in some fields, while 
those ploughed and tilled seemed 
smooth as parchment. The scrib
ble of animal scamper across 
these fields suggested the ongoing 
search for food and security, ob
scured in other seasons by grasses 
and corn. Human and canine tracks 
alongside toboggan and ski tracks 
marked the slope of the dam, signi
fying less desperate activities. 
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Driving across the dam, I 
looked out at the lake spreading 
to west, an unmarked tablet 
of The dead trees which 

BH'W H-U",", much further west, 
where the eagles had first settled, 
held up their empty ramshackle 
nests. Nonchalantly swimming in 
the dark water of the outlet on the 
dam's east side were buffieheads, 
scoters, and mallards. Had an ea
gle been sight, these birds would 
have been hunkered down like 
stones. As I left the dam, though, 
a single high flying bird caught 

eye, head a glistening 
crystal against blue sky. 

Next, I checked the Bowersock 
dam over Kaw River, where a 
few cottonwood trees still grow 
on the southern bank, providing 
bald eagles the observation posts 
they've long used for fishing the 
waters kept open by the dam. In 
1989, a lawsuit claimed that the 
development of a riverfront shop
ping on the southern bank 
would destroy the eagles' cotton
woods although now observers 

can stand on the top floor of the 
Lawrence City Hall as well as in 
the former mall, peering out at 
eagles preening themselves in the 
trees and swooping out over the 
river. However, I saw no eagles 
near the Kaw this day. There was 
only the river itself, a chaos of ice 
blocks, jammed against each other 
as if several glaciers had collided. 
And on the north shore, where I 
crunched through crusty snow, a 
single male cardinal, an early val
entine posted in a dark tree. 

In late afternoon, I headed at 
last for Perry Lake, with a vision 
of eagles, swaggering in their el
egance, still in my mind. At Out
let Park, I spotted another gaggle 
of ducks, swimming contentedly, 
with no sign of the alpha predator 
overhead. I looked at Rock Creek 
Park to no avail and turned, then, 
toward the Slough Creek area. 

Crossing a bridge over the lake, 
I noticed below me the signs of 
struggle on the ice, and I imagined 
an eagle dropping straight down 
out of the blue onto a scrambling 
raccoon, easy prey, on that white 
tablet. As I continued traveling, 
woods closed in on the road, each 
tree and vine pitching its shadow 
down on the snow, creating a dark 
complexity of design, unlike sum
mer's green tangle. I veered into 
and then away from the sun, and 
the shadows lengthened and shift
ed colors, changing from lavender 
to navy blue. 

Reaching Slough Creek, I 

continued on page 6 



KLT Board Reviews the Past and Looks to the Future 
by donna luckey, Board Member 

or the KLT Board, the annual 
"planning retreat" is an oppor

tunity to go over the three R's: Re
view, Reflect, and Renew. At our 
November 1st retreat, attended by 
our full Board as well as our excep
tional staff, we reaffirmed our com
mitment to each other and to Kansas 
landowners and resources for the 
long term. As we move into 2010, 
the KLT Board and staff invite you to 
join us in our celebration of the first 
20 years of KLT. We will also seek 
new ways for you, our members, 
to engage in the ongoing, perpetual 
conservation of Kansas waters and 
lands-20 years being a small but 
significant first stage of protection 
'in perpetuity'. 

Board President Bev Worster 
began the retreat by reviewing KLT's 
history over the past two decades. 
She reminded us of previous retreats 
and their outcomes, including the 
Strategic Plan developed in 2000. 
This outline is periodically reviewed 
by the Board, and as Bev pointed 
out, we've done quite well in follow
ing and achieving the overall hopes 
and goals articulated in this plan. 

We also reflected upon KLT's 
current situation. Staff member Jerry 
Jost, KLT's Director of Land Protec
tion, served as group facilitator, fo
cusing the discussion on a strategic 
planning process. He outlined the 
following initial goals for the retreat: 

" to examine the strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats facing KLT; 

" to define key issues and emerging op
portunities; and 

" to plan the next steps forward for the 
organization. 

Subsequent discussion by the 
Board was directed to the basics, and 
condensed to four broad areas: finan-

cial stability and funding; the role of 
KLT in the state; education and out
reach; and organizational policy. 

As board members, we really 
appreciate all our current staff, un
der Jason Fizell's very able leader
ship, and their contributions to our 
planning retreat, reflected in the 
stability they bring the organiza
tion. For example, Carol Huettner 
reviewed key issues on funding and 
finance with a thorough and suc
cinct presentation, giving us a clear 
structure to consider for this area as 
we move into our new year. 

An important turning point in 
the day was our reflection on one of 
Jerry's key questions: "What ener
gizes us about KLT?" 

Answers included the land
owner's wishes; the preservation 
of "biological gems"; the diversity 
of easements; easements that serve 
our mission; the need to preserve 
prime soils and to protect waters; 
mission flexibility; climate change 
mitigation; and the protection of 
watersheds, viewsheds, and food 
production. 

A few key goals became clear to 
Board members during this discus
sion: first, to become more selective 
in our candidates for protection, a 
natural consequence of our organi
zation's maturation. A second goal 
addressed how future projects can 
protect land in the vicinity of water, 
helping redirect landowners' atten
tion to water protection. 

In summary, five key issues were 
identified: environmental issues; the 
broadening of Board composition; 
the prioritizing of land protection 
goals; a more aggressive, "proac
tive" protection program; and the or
ganizational configuration of KLT. 

After further reflection, the 
board ended the day with a mi
nor modification to KLT's mission 
statement: "The mission of the 
Kansas Land Trust is to protect and 
preserve lands of ecological, agri
cultural, scenic, historic, or recre
ational significance in Kansas." We 
want to renew our intention to pro
tect agricultural lands by increasing 
the emphasis on their significance to 
Kansas. 

The key conservation values so 
clearly articulated in our mission 
may be clarified as we evolve over 
the next few years with some spe
cific focal areas. These added objec
tives are: 

• to protect our water supply, prime 
soils, owner-operated agriculture, and 
wildlife habitat; 

• to support the concept of the family 
farm legacy; 

., to uphold higher levels of steward
ship; and 

.. to continue to support our mission 
with proactive protection projects 
while developing a greater awareness 
of KLT's role among other conserva
tion organizations active in Kansas. 

During our retreat the KLT 
board was reminded that we help 
people protect their land. We see 
ourselves as the architects of a sus
taining organization that is designed 
to outlast us. Now, our staff struc
ture is stable, and we can increase 
our outreach. 

So, we ended our day with lots 
of good ideas of re-connecting to 
you - our members - and others 
across Kansas as we continue to 
help people protect their land. Our 
greatest legacy is leaving an organi
zation that will steward and protect 
the land we help conserve. W 
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In 2008 and 2009, a number of 
people from many walks of life 
helped KLT a variety of ways. 
We gratefully acknowledge these 
KLT member-volunteers and vol
unteers who generously donated 
their time and talents. 

Member Mailing Volunteers: 
Kelly Barth 
Evelyn Davis 
Glen Garneau 
Janet Majure 
Carey Maynard-Moody 
Sylvie Rueff 
Laurie Ward 

Professional Services: 
Diane Becker 
Glen Garneau 
Brad Levy 
Deb Milks 
Jesse Nelson 
Andrew Roland 
Noelle UhlerV 

Photographers Writers: 
Kyle Gerstner 
Bruce Hogle 
Edward C. Robison III 
Elizabeth Schultz 
Elizabeth Stevens 

Event Volunteers: 
Sarah Carkhuff Fizell 
Melissa Linquist 
Kaelyn McCall 
Shane McCall 
Steve Roels 

In addition, KLT wishes to ac
knowledge and thank the people, 
businesses, and venues that as
sisted various KLT activities 
throughout 2008 and 2009: 

Paul Bahnmaier and Marlene 
Hackathorne, Lecompton United 
Methodist Church, Lecompton 
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David Baird, Ethnofacts Gallery, 
Lawrence 

Carolyn Coleman and Chuck Mag
ed, Free State Brewery, Lawrence 

Chris and John Grandmontagne, 
Warehouse 414, Topeka 

Barbara and Jay Nelson, Strecker
Nelson Gallery, Manhattan 01 

drove close to the shore of the icy 
lake. It stretched out glistening and 
frozen. And silent. The winter chat
ter of juncos, titmice, chickadees, 
house sparrows, and finches was 
left behind at my backyard feeder. 
Overlooking the inlet, a solitary 
young eagle perched high in a tall 
tree, solemn and single-minded, a 
lone sentinel. I contemplated the 
bird through my binoculars, hoping 
to spy some additional companions. 
Nothing disturbed the chill, except 
the sun, burning more intensely as 
it dropped behind the trees through 
cloud banks, searing them. 

I had come for eagles and now 
drove away from Perry Lake, sorry 
1'd missed them, wondering where 
they could be with their rambunc
tious racket, their ferocious dignity. 
The day was declining; the shadows 
darkening when a shape shifted on 
the left-hand side of the Slough 
Creek road -- one white-tailed deer, 
then two, three, four, appearing one 
after the other, each sprinting, each 
kicking a spray of snow up behind -
and I realized again that the journey 
home was always different from my 
expectations setting out. 01 

Sneak Peak of Upcoming 
Summer-Fall Events ... 

This year, KLT celebrates its 
20th anniversary, and we are mark
ing this occasion with an extended 
series of Easment Experiences 
and Landowner Panels later this 
summer and fall. Watch for your 
next newsletter-and subscribe to 
KLT's electronic alerts on our web
site via www.klt.org-for details 
on upcoming events, which will in
clude these happenings: 

Easement Experiences: we are 
planning our popular dedications, 
hikes and tours, special events, and 
field trips on lands recently con
served through KLT in Geary, Ri
ley, Douglas, and Morris Counties 
for late summer and throughout the 
fall. Members will be cordially in
vited to attend these events as and 
when they are scheduled. 

Landowner Panels: free edu
cational sessions featuring ques
tions answered by property owners 
with existing KLT Conservation 
Easements. These sessions will be 
geared towards landowners who 
hold lands adjacent to properties 
already conserved by KLT through 
the Army Compatible Use Buf
fer (ACUB) program in Riley and 
Geary Counties. 

Pending grant funding, Field 
Trips and an Educational Work
shops will be also be held. These 
small-group outings are intended 
to educate and train volunteer 
stewards interested in monitoring 
our conserved lands. 

Stay tuned for the latest details 
by subscribing to our electronic 
alerts at www.klt.org. Or "Become 
a Fan" of KLT's Facebook page at 
wwwofacebook.org/KansasLandTrust. 



land turns to a path surrounded 
by meadows and woods. This 
path leads to a small spring
fed pond. From the cool, clear, 
refreshing water one can gaze 
at the majestic green trees that 
tower over the pond, or the wild 
rose and blackberry bushes that 
thrive along the banks. It is one 
of the most serene and beautiful 
places that I have ever seen. It 
seems to soothe my very soul. 
... .Just a few weeks ago I 
learned that the owner of this 
land had sold it to a developer. 
Many of the trees will be cut 
down, the pond may be filled 
in or polluted. They will throw 
up cardboard-like pastel houses, 
taking just three to six weeks on 
each, just like the ones in the 
ever-growing town nearby. 

Erika's cry of dismay was in
correct in just one respect: the land
owner hadn't yet actually sold his 
property to a developer. In fact, Mr. 
Martin shared the Earles' desire to 
see the land remain "wild". Upon 
hearing Roma and Ralph's plea 
to consider selling the property to 
them instead of a developer, he of
fered the Earles family a consider
able window of time to cobble to
gether the money to purchase it. 

Roma and Ralph wasted no time. 
Lacking sufficient cash on hand, they 
sold two properties, remortgaged 
their house, and even borrowed 
from their oldest daughter as well 
as a close friend in order to produce 
the necessary funds, so intent were 
they on saving this property that had 
captured their hearts. On August 
30, 1995, possession of The Goat 
Ranch's 135 acres passed to Roma 
and Ralph Earles. 

Even before 
that memorable 
August day, Roma 
and Ralph had 
wanted The Goat 
Ranch to remain 
undeveloped. Since 
moving to the out
skirts of Baldwin 
City, they had seen 
seven houses con
structed on Goat 
Ranch Road, and 

A mature mushroom and an acorn among a tuft of 
mosses at the Earles Easement. 

they wanted to find a mechanism 
that would forever protect their 
135 acres from development. They 
found their answer in donating a 
conservation easement on their land 
to KLT. 

"We really enjoyed working 
with Kansas Land Trust-it didn't 
take long to figure out that they 
were committed to the same values 
we had concerning the land," says 
Ralph. "We wanted to get it done 
by the end of the year. The KLT 

staff worked really hard to meet our 
deadline." 

In addition to crafting the con
servation easement agreement, KLT 

undertook other aspects of due dili
gence. A property appraisal was 
done, as were title and related real 
estate work. Funding sources were 
also secured. Notably, the Eliza
beth Schultz Environmental Fund 
provided significant support for this 
important easement. 

KLT also commissioned sur
veys of the topography, soils, flora 
and fauna, and ecosystems of the 
Earles land. From the Earles' per
spective, each ecosystem of The 
Goat Ranch offers its own charac
teristic respite. The summer flowers 
of undisturbed native prairie give 
them as much joy as they did Erika. 

Under the canopy of the oaks they 
collect mushrooms-morels, false 
chantereUes, a host of unknown 
varieties-clad in tutus of amber, 
aquamarine, topaz, and tourma
line. Red-tailed hawks watch every 
rustle in a meadow speckled with 
brome and nodding fescue. Black
berries can be sampled while am
bling along one of the meandering 
paths fragrant with wild yarrow. 
The ponds, where perch and bass 
zigzag about, beckon stroller to 
take a summer swim. 

Not content with keeping this 
gem entirely to themselves, the 
Earles family often invites friends 
and acquaintances to revel The 
Goat Ranch's magic. Two couples 
have been married there, 
Boy Scouts regularly conduct a 
winter camp. Two small-scale mu
sic festivals, one of which 
the locally renowned 
have been held at The Goat Ranch. 
And it's always a privilege to be in
vited for a dip in the pond. Roma 
and Ralph are proud to introduce 
others to this alluring acreage, re
storative throughout the seasons to 
all the senses. 

"People are welcome to visit 
the property," says Ralph. "Just 
call!" 03" 
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KLT's Facebook Page 
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ments as well as stories and commentary by the landowners who love 
their land. We'll also feature volunteer opportunities and details on our 
upcoming special outings in celebration of our 20th anniversary. 
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KLT protects 7,000 acres of scenic tallgrass prairie 
by Chris Green 

Rod Moyer enjoys the feeling of 
freedom that comes with being 
on his nearly 7,000-acre tall

grass prairie ranch in the Flint Hills. 
"1 like that you're here with na

ture and not with cars, people and con
crete," Moyer, 66, said from the com
fort of his ranch house about 11 miles 
east of Junction City. "When 1 go to 
some of the large cities in California or 
somewhere, I can only be there for a 
few days and it starts to really have an 
adverse effect upon on me. I need green 
space and open air." 

The Moyer Ranch and its head
quarters sit just off a gravel road, south 
of Interstate 70 and the Konza Prairie 

near Fort Riley. In mid-July, the vista 
beyond the roadside fence is a spectac
ularly green landscape of hills dotted 
by trees, and a seemingly endless sky. 

Because of Moyer's work with the 
Kansas Land Trust (KLT) and other 
partners to protect his land, the enthrall
ing view will remain intact for genera
tions to come. 

The agreement represents the larg
est conservation easement for both KLT 
and the northern Flint Hills. It keeps the 
land in private ownership and allows 
its continued use for cattle grazing and 
recreational activities. 

Moyer and KLT received assistance 
in creating the easement from Fort Ri
ley's Army Compatible Use Buffer 
Program, the Natural Resource Conser-

The Moyer Ranch in the Flint Hills near Manhattan is KL Ts largest conservation easement to date. 

vation Service's Farm and Ranchland 
Protection Program, and the Kansas 
Department of Wildlife and Parks. 

On July 22, Moyer, KLT board 
members, and other distinguished 
guests gathered at the ranch to celebrate 
the dedication of a conservation ease
ment that would preclude wind farm 
and other nonagricultural development 
on the ranch. 

Speaking at the dedication cer
emony were Kansas Lt. Gov. Troy 
Findley; Deputy Commanding General 
(Rear) of Fort Riley Brig. Gen. David 
Petersen; Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of the Army for Environment, Safety 
and Occupational Health Tad Davis, 
IV; and Kansas Department of Wildlife 
and Parks Secretary and former Gov. 

continued on page 6 

Photo by Bruce Hogle 
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KLT wins four grants to bring 
land protection tools up to date 
by Jerry Jast, Director of Land Protection 

Land trusts across the country use a 
wide variety of tools to make the job of 
land protection more effective and ef
ficient. Four foundations have awarded 
grants to KLT to bring the tools for our 
organization up to date. With 15,500 
acres of land to monitor, and several 
thousand more expected in the next few 
years, we are especially grateful for the 
help of these funds . 

Thanks to a $6,500 grant from 
Stonyfield Farm's "Profits for the 
Planet" Fund of the New Hampshire 
Charitable Foundation, KLT is able 
to upgrade the tools in our toolbox. 
These include: 

A new server which networks 
computers and stores informa
tion 
Large computer monitors that 
allow the staff to create very 
detailed easement maps. 
A fireproof file cabinet to safe
ly archive key documents that 
we are required to safeguard in 
perpetuity. 
A state-of-the-art digital cam
era (complete with compass 
and global positioning system 
photo markers). 
A hand-held GPS with sup

porting global information sys
tem software to mark easement 
boundaries with precision. 

New Hampshire-based Stonyfield 
Farm established its "Profits for the 
Planet" program with the intent of pro
viding financial assistance to deserving 
nonprofits. It receives thousands of ap
plications annually for this program. 
KLT is lucky indeed to be among the 
51 recipients of an award from Stony
field, and we are grateful for their gen
erous support of our mission. 

The William Kemper Founda
tion, of Kansas City, MO, has gra
ciously funded KLT in the past, and 
this year approved our grant request for 
$1,000 in order to purchase a new, net
workable printer/scanner/copier. Our 
older equipment had completely bro
ken down and this grant enables us to 
function again in this crucial area. 

Finally, we are selected for a part
nership with the California Chapter 
ofthe Nature Conservancy to provide 
feedback on a pioneering software tool 
that will allow land trusts to manage 
the myriad of details that are essential 
in the protection of thousands of acres 
of land. This provides a comprehen
sive database software system designed 
to track all the specifics of monitoring 
and preserving conservation easements. 
Known as ConservationTrack®, it is 
limited for use by only a handful of or
ganizations within the land trust com
munity. KLT is one of the half-dozen 
land trusts working with this software 
at this initial stage to improve it for the 
future and help other land trusts gain 
efficiency in tracking their conserva
tion easements. 

KLT is indebted to both the Nor
cross Wildlife Foundation as well as 
the Bailey Wildlife Foundation, each 
of which awarded us $3,000 to help off
set the substantial initial costs of imple
menting this database software. With 
these significant grants in hand, KLT 
is now completing the circle of part
nerships that will launch our adoption 
of ConservationTrack®, putting us on 
the road to efficient stewardship of the 
lands we are entrusted to protect. ~? 



etrospective: 20 years of steady growth 
by Lynn Byczynski, Board of Directors 

When the founders of the Kan
sas Land Trust look back at 1990, one 
event stands out above all others as the 
impetus for the organization's birth: 
the plowing of the Elkins Prairie. 

The Elkins Prairie was an 80-acre 
tract of native tallgrass prairie just west 
of Lawrence, adjacent to the path of a 
proposed highway. A group of conser
vation-minded citizens had been try
ing for some time to purchase the land 
so that the prairie could be preserved 
no matter what happened with the 
highway. But the landowner rejected 
all offers. In a dramatic finale, he had 
the prairie plowed under the cover of 
night. 

The loss of the largest remaining 
tract of virgin prairie in Douglas Coun
ty galvanized the group and started dis
cussions about ways to preserve valu
able land in the future. Steve Hamburg, 
who was then head of Environmental 
Studies at the University of Kansas, 
suggested forming a land trust to hold 
conservation easements. 

"1 was in graduate school at the 
time, and had the time to work on it," 
recalled Kelly Kindscher, now a mem
ber of the board of directors. "The first 
order of business was that we found we 
couldn't protect land using conserva
tion easements because there was no 
enabling legislation." 

Sarah Dean remembers that Kind
scher came to her house that year to ask 
for her support in getting KLT off the 
ground. She agreed to be involved, and 
recruited her brother, John Simpson, 
an attorney in Kansas City, to write the 
bylaws and articles of incorporation. 
Don Worster, environmental historian 
at KU, was also involved in the early 
planning, along with Ernie Eck, Mar
sha Marshall, Diane Simpson, Sandra 
Strand, Bill Ward, and Joyce Wolf. 

Kindscher, meanwhile, became the 
point person working on legislation 
that would make conservation ease
ments legal in Kansas. Over the next 
three years, he met with legislators and 
spoke to committees. At first, there was 

"We've got a tiger by tail 
and we'd better get organized," 

Sarah Dean recalls thinking. 

considerable opposition, but KLT ar
gued that a conservation easement was 
a property rights issue; that landown
ers should have the right to conserve 
their property if they so choose. Wint 
Winter and John Solbach, legislators 
from Lawrence, became champions of 
the bill and shepherded it through the 
process. 

With Kindscher as a very part-time 
executive director, the fledgling orga
nization was kept afloat primarily by 
the dedication of its volunteer board of 
directors. The board began a tradition, 
which continues to this day, of meeting 
once a month at the Free State Brewery 
to have dinner together and hold a busi
ness meeting. 

When the Legislature finally passed 
the enabling legislation in 1993, KLT 
was able to accept its first conservation 
easement a year later from Tom Akin, a 
Douglas County farmer who wanted to 
preserve a 16-acre prairie in honor of 
his late wife, Dorothy, who loved the 
profusion of wildflowers on the prop
erty. Akin allowed public access to his 
prairie, which is still a favorite spot for 
KIT's annual wildflower walle 

Sarah Dean recalls that when the 
Akin easement closed, "We all looked 
at each other and said 'Now what?' 
We've got a tiger by the tail and we'd 
better get organized." 

Almost immediately, the board 
discovered that interest extended far 
beyond Douglas County. The first 
few years brought easements in Linn, 
Osage, Riley, Sumner, and Wabaunsee 
counties. Growth was slow and delib
erate, one or two easements a year for 
the first five years, while KLT laid the 
groundwork for an organization that 
would be able to protect land, as the 
easements say, "in perpetuity," which 
means forever. In retrospect, it seems 
like a daunting task, but the energetic 

founders didn't dwell on the difficul
ties. With the land trust movement 
exploding all over the United States, 
the early directors had no doubt that 
Kansans would support a land trust. 
And they did, from the very beginning. 
Many of the first members ofKLT con
tinue their support to this day, and the 
roll of current members grows every 
year. It is KLT's members who provide 
the financing that has enabled the or
ganization to hire professional staff to 
manage the complicated work of land 
conservation. 

When Kindscher finished his Ph.D. 
and took a job at the Kansas Biological 
Survey, Joyce Wolf became the execu
tive director until she left to head the 
Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance. Laurie 
Turrell Ward served as executive direc
tor from 1998 to 2001, when she chose 
to become Special Projects Director. 
The board hired Lawrence attoruey 
RoxAnne Miller, who held the position 
for almost seven years. After Miller re
signed to take a job with a land trust in 
North Carolina, Jason Fizell came on 
board and he hired Jerry Jost as director 
of land stewardship, and Carol Huett
ner as office manager. 

In the past decade, the pace of 
preservation has picked up consider
ably, thanks to enhanced tax incentives 
and federal funding to purchase some 
easements. The busiest year to date 
was 2009, when KLT accepted eight 
conservation easements. 2010 marked 
another watershed, as the Moyer ranch 
became KLT's largest easement to date, 
with nearly 7,000 acres protected. 

Altogether, KLT now holds con
servation easements on 42 properties 
totalling 15,500 acres. 

"When you're starting something 
like this, you can't quite conceive of 
its possibilities," Kindscher said. "Who 
would have ever thought that we'd 
be protecting large tracts in the Flint 
Hills? It really feels good that there's 
this foundation that is so strong; it has 
an energy of its own that propels it for
ward." -.!? 
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KLT events open and close summer 
Hollowell easement dedication 

The first day of summer dawned bright and 
hot at the Hollowell property west of Lawrence, 
where 25 people gathered for a morning of yoga 
and tai chi. 

This was a KLT "easement experience" of a 
slightly different stripe from our traditional offer
ings of wildflower walks, bird walks, and com
munity suppers. 

In the winter of2009, Joe and Emily Hollow
ell concluded a conservation easement with KLT 
on this 49-acre gem in Douglas County. They 
planned an easement dedication ceremony for the 
summer solstice, including yoga and tai chi exer
cises on the protected property. Sadly, Joe passed 
away nine days before the dedication. 

In spite of the shock at Joe's sudden passing, 
Emily felt strongly that the dedication ceremony 
be held as originally scheduled. Upon learning 
the tragic news, both instructors for the exercises 
waived their fees, and all proceeds generated by 

Alice Steuerwald leads yoga on the Hollowell land overlooking Clinton Lake. 
Photo courtesy of Mike Yoder, Lawrence Journal World. 

the event were donated to the KLT Stewardship Fund in memory of Joe Hollowell. 
Thus it was, with the morning's dew still clinging to the prairie wildflowers and grasses planted by Dr. Hollowell, that the yoga 

participants eagerly rolled out their mats on a hilltop overlooking Clinton Lake. The participants, about evenly divided between women 
and men, were drawn from Lawrence, Olathe, Topeka, and even Mt. Pleasant, South Carolina. 

Yogini Alice Steuerwald led the group in a session dedicated to the memory of Dr. Hollowell and the arrival ofthe summer solstice. 
Over the course of an hour and a half, the students stretched, bent, leaned, curled, knelt, and reached in a program designed to make them 
feel the earth, the breezes, the plants, and the animals through their bodies. 

Shortly afterward, David Hann, a long-time and versatile instructor ofTai Chi, commenced his hour-long session on the short form 
ofTai Chi. As the sun neared its zenith and the west wind carried the sound of distant thunder, seven students carefully followed David 's 
slow-motion ballet of choreographed, graceful moves. 

The participants came away refreshed and renewed, grateful for the opportunity to experience the distinct beauty of this Kansas 
Prairie. Their understanding of the importance of protecting land was enhanced, and even better, all were invigorated by the experience 
oftouching the earth, breathing the prairie's summer air, and embracing the spiritual goodness of nature preserved - thanks to the legacy 
left by Joe Hollowell and his enduring love for the Kansas land. 

Wildflower walk at the Akin Prai rie 
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KLT's annual wildflower walk is one of our most 
popular events and this summer's walk was no exception, 
as nearly 100 people turned out on June 23 to learn about 
native plants. The Akin Prairie is at 1864 N. 1150 Road, 
east of Lawrence. It has been protected by a conservation 
easement since 1994. 

Kelly Kindscher, KLT board member and author of 
Edible Wild Plants of the Prairie and Medicinal Plants 
of the Prairie, led the wi ldflower walle The 16-acre Akin 
Prairie is especially beautiful in mid-summer because of 
the great diversity of plant species it contains. 

At left, the tour group is visible behind a closeup of Queen 
Anne's Lace. Photo by Jerry Jost. 



Moyer easement dedication 

Earles easement dedication 

The Moyer Ranch conservation ease
ment, featured on page 1, was dedicated on 
July 22. Neighbors, friends, local officials, 

• and dignitaries from Fort Riley and Kansas 
government were welcomed by landowner 
Rod Moyer and KLT Executive Director Ja
son Fizell. Ranch manager Trey Allen read 
his cowboy poetry, to the delight of the audi
ence. 

At left, Fizell speaks to the gathering. Seated 
behind him, from left to right, are: Rod Moyer; 
Kansas Lt. Gov. Troy Findley; Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the Army for Environment, Safety 
and Occupational Health Tad Davis, IV; Deputy 
Commanding General (Rear) of Fort Riley Brig. 
Gen. David Petersen; and Kansas Dept. of Wild
life and Parks Secretary and former Gov. Mike 
Hayden. Photo by Bruce Hogle. 

On September 22, the autumnal equinox, Ralph and Roma Earles hosted an 
event to dedicate the conservation easement they have placed on their land near 
Baldwin. About 50 people gathered around a bonfire in a meadow on the 134-acre 
property to hear KLT staff Jason Fizell and Jerry Jost explain the conservation val
ues ofthe land. Fizell described it as another pearl in a string of conserved lands that 
includes the Douglas County lake and KU Ecological Reserves. The three protected 
properties are in the area known as the Baldwin Woods, which is at the edge of 
the eastern decidous hardwood forest. Bill Busby of the Kansas Biological Survey 
spoke about the species that are on the property, including post oak and black jack 
woodlands, large populations of reindeer moss, red belly snake habitat, and northern 
maidenhair ferns. As the sky darkened and the moon rose, naturalist Rex Powell 
provided a guided tour of the planets and stars. 

At left, Ralph and Roma Earles listen while Jason Fizell, below, speaks to the guests. 
Photos by Jerry Jost. 
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Mike Hayden. Local officials, ranch 
neighbors, and KLT members were in 
the audience. 

Moyer represents the third genera
tion of his family to farm and ranch in 
the area. The easement allows Moyer 
to preserve not only the tallgraSS prairie 
but also his family 's way of life. 

"My family has been in agricul
ture since the tum of the last century 
and my father worked very hard to give 
me an opportunity to be successful in 
agriculture," said Moyer, whose family 
farmed and ranched in and east of what 
is now Tuttle Creek Lake north of Man
hattan. "He instilled a real work ethic 
in me." 

Moyer and a neighbor initially 
bought the site of what would become 
the Moyer Ranch in 1991. Five years 
later, he acquired all of the former 
Simpson Ranch and sold or traded his 
land east of Tuttle Creek. He has since 
added several other tracts of land to the 
ranch. 

Moyer said he has no family in
terested in succeeding him in actively 
managing the ranch. But the easement 
will help ensure that ranching remains 
a primary use of the land into the fu
ture. 

"I would like future Moyers to un
derstand somewhat of what their back
ground was about," said Moyer, whose 
son, Grant, works in New York City as 
an investment banker. "Also, that other 
people would be able to travel through 
and understand something about a 
working cattle ranch." 

For KLT, the easement represents 
an opportunity to permanently protect a 
very scenic area and prominent "view
shed" from the encroachment of devel
opment, KLT executive director Jason 
Fizell said: 

The ranch sits in the heart of the 
Flint Hills, an area of several million 
acres where then-Gov. Kathleen Sebe
lius pushed for Kansas utilities to honor 
a moratorium on new wind farm devel
opments. However, there is no binding 
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The 7,OOO-acre Moyer Ranch presents iconic Flint Hills landscapes at every turn. Top, a post 
rock fence surrounds a pasture . Above, the purple blossoms of 8aptisia australis brighten a rock 
outcrop. Photos by Bruce Hogle. 

legal agreement and no way of requir
ing out-of-state developers to follow 
the moratorium. 

"This basically affords rock-solid, 
permanent protection rather than short
term political assurances," Fizell said. 

Fizell said the Moyer easement will 
also help the Army protect the integrity 
of a radar system recently installed at 
Fort Riley 's Marshall Army Airfield. 
The effectiveness of that system would 
have been diminished by a once
planned wind farm on the property. 

The easement will also preserve 
the habitat of potentially threatened 
species, including the Greater Prairie 
Chicken, preventing the base from be
coming an isolated enclave for those 
animals. The preservation of nearby 
wildlife areas can help military instal
lations avoid or reduce any training re
strictions that could be associated with 
complying with the Endangered Spe
cies Act. 

Jeff Keating, program manager for 
Fort Riley's Army Compatible Use Buf-



fer Program, said the easement would 
help sustain the Army's training mis
sions and secure the Army's long-term 
presence at Fort Riley by protecting 
airspace from wind farm development 
for helicopter traffic and by preserving 
large blocks of native tallgrass prairie. 

Keeping the Moyer Ranch's well
managed and visually stunning tall
grass prairie intact also represents an 
important step forward in preserving 
the existence of a unique ecosystem. 

Valerie Wright, a KLT board mem
ber and environmental educator for the 
Konza Prairie Biological Station, said 
the area's plant and animal species 
would benefit from the preservation of 
a large expanse of tallgrass prairie. 

"If you have little islands of habi
tat, then it's more difficult for species 
to survive, to mate, and find food to live 
on," Wright said. "Their range shrinks 
terribly when they're on an island and 
it's easy to lose species." 

Margy Stewart, who raises cattle 
and, along with her husband, hosts tour
ists on land to the east of Moyer Ranch, 
said she believes that Moyer's decision 
makes sense economically, too. 

By preventing inappropriate de
velopment, Stewart said the easement 
would help allow this part of the north
ern Flint Hills to continue to flourish as 
ranch land and as a growing destination 
for agri-tourism. 

"We think he's setting a great ex
ample of long-term thinking," Stewart 
said of Moyer. 

The easement also stipulates that 
good conservation measures be main
tained on the grassland, Moyer said. 
Yet it was also important to him that 
the agreement be flexible enough that 
the land remains usable for agriculture 
in subsequent decades. 

"KIT's work with the motivated, 
conservation-minded landowners of 
today," Fizell notes, "ensures that their 
foresight, hard work, and selflessness
and the benefit to future generations
is carried forward, not just for tomor
row, but forever." ~? 

Intern pulls his own weight at KLT office 
Sam Davis, a graduate student in 

Urban Planning at KU, has contributed 
his very able assistance to KLT part
time for the past six months and will 
continue until October. We are mak
ing use of his fine computer skills to 
assemble data from several programs 
into a single database. This will allow 
us to expand our membership and keep 
in touch with you all more effectively. 
Sam is also involved in projects to 
evaluate and document protected lands 
and those considered for protection. 

Sam, a native of Wichita, had 
never heard of land trusts until he at
tended an urban planning conference, 
where land trusts were discussed as one 
of the options for restricting land use. 
Then a couple of his professors men
tioned land trusts, specifically KLT, 
and he decided we might be a good 
fit for an internship. He believes that 

by working in urban planning, he can 
"make a more positive impact on our 
living environments." Finding that 
elusive balance between nature and hu
man influences is an important goal for 
him right now, and being involved in 
land protection at KLT is helping him 
think about that balance. 

He says, "The best part of 
working at KLT is the small staff. As 
an intern, I am expected to pull my own 
weight, but at the same time learn as 
much as I can. The staff expects me to 
ask questions to make my quality of 
work better." 

After graduation, Sam hopes 
to find a position in either the public or 
private sector where he will be able to 
improve the "livability factor" of a city. 
The staff at KLT is pretty sure that Sam 
will make a positive impact wherever 
he lands.~? 

Special thanks to KLT interns and volunteers 

KLT relies upon the continued assistance of both interns and volunteers to 
carry out our volume of work. We gratefully acknowledge the contributions 
made by these people: 

Ava Azad, KLT intern, who helped immeasurably with our ongoing filing, 
both physical and electronic. She also put together many easement binders -- the 
staff records of the essential paperwork connected with the recordation of our 
conservation easements. 

Carol Leffler, reliable volunteer extraordinaire, who has cheerfully com
pleted every administrative task handed to her by KLT staff. 

Glen Garneau. and Jesse Nelson, for donating their time as member mail
ing volunteers. 

Carolyn Coleman and Chu.ck Mager!, of the Free State Brewery, Law
rence, for their generous assistance in KLT's local promotional efforts. 

Kyle Gerstner, Edward C. Robison HI, and Bruce Hogle, for kindly pro
viding photographic services and time. 
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We update our Facebook 
page with the latest easement 
news as well as stories and com
mentary by landowners who love 
their land. Facebook is a great 
way to stay informed about vol 
unteer opportunities and specia l 
events. An expansive view of the Moyer Ranch in Riley County, now protected forever by a KL T conserva

tion easement. Photo by Bruce Hogle. 
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[PRESIDENT'S LETTER] 

KLT Board Welcomes 
Ginevera Moore as Executive Director 

The KLT Board of Directors welcomed Ginny Moore to her first monthly 

board meeting in late August. She has been in the office since August 8 

and arrived well-prepared and ready to work. The meeting was very productive 

and board members came away excited by the opportunities for protecting and 

preserving lands in Kansas that Ginny's leadership will bring to KLT. 

Before I introduce Ginny to you, I want 
to compliment and thank Jerry Jost and 
Carol Huettner for their hard work, keep
ing all the balls in the air, so to speak, for 
four months while the board of directors 
searched for a new executive director. Jer
ry graciously added the duties of Executive 
Director to his already full plate as Direc
tor of Land Management during that four
month period, serving as KLT's Interim 
Executive Director. The board knew Jerry 
was well-organized and hard-working, 
and that the landowners knew and trusted 
him, so we were confident about his in
terim leadership. However, he exceeded 
our expectations, truly devoting himselfto 
the job and working in overdrive to keep 
things moving forward on a slew of new 
easements. Carol Huettner, our very ca
pable office manager, took charge of the 
day-to-day tasks, including recruiting and 
managing several volunteers to assist in 
filling in some gaps. Jerry and Carol are 
committed to our mission, and it makes 
all the difference. I know I speak for the 
board and you, our members, when I offer 
our sincere thanks to Jerry and Carol. 

Ginevera (Ginny) Moore grew up in the 
country just outside of Ames, Iowa, and 
graduated "Honors with Distinction" from 
the University of Iowa. She immediately 
followed that with a law degree also fi"OIn 
Iowa. More recently, she completed a Mas
ter's Degree in Education at the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City. 

Ginny saw our job opening while serv
ing as environmental program manager 
for the Mid-America Regional Council, 
a nine-county, Kansas City Metro plan
ning organization where she created edu
cational programs and projects to develop 
natural resource and environmental plans 
throughout the area. Prior to that position, 
she served as Executive Director for the 
Blue River Watershed Association, work
ing on education and planning for the 
270-square-mile watershed. It was in this 
position that she reconnected with our for
mer Executive Director, RoxAnne Miller, 
and learned more about KLT. She says she 
was so impressed with the work KLT was 
doing and the passion and enthusiasm of 
KLT's members, directors, and staff. 

"I knew then and there that KLT would 

be the perfect place for me," Gim1Y said. 
Seeing our ad four years later, she imme
diately applied for the job. 

The work of any land trust is multi
faceted, but in broad tenns, to do it well, it 
is critical that staff have expertise in biol
ogy and law. Jerry Jost brings expertise in 
biology and land management and Ginny 
brings expertise in the law. She has a legal 
training and experience similar to Miller 's, 
having worked with RoxAnne when both 
were attorneys at Lathrop & Gage. Ginny 
also worked as legal counsel at McRob
erts & Associates in Kansas City with an 
emphasis on real estate and environmen
tal planning. Ginny comes to us with an 
impressive background of grant work and 
fundraising, presentations and public ser
vice in areas directly related to our mission 
of land protection and our status as a non
profit entity. 

The KLT Board of Directors and I are 
confident that Ginny is the right person at 
the right time for leading KLT's forward 
progress. We ask our members to join us 
in welcoming Ginny into the Kansas Land 
Trust family. - Kate Hal/ber 
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[D IRECTOR'S OUTLOOK] 

Building Partnerships with 
Landowners to Protect Land 

, 'we help landowners protect their land," sums up our work at the Kan-

sas Land Trust. I find KLT's eclectic mix of landowners refreshing 

in a world full of posturing and polarization. KLT's family oflandowners wears 

everything from button-down to tie-dye shirts. They sport pastimes ranging 

from equestrian hunting to swimming in a fann pond. These landowners work 

as security dealers, doctors, social workers, farmers and ranchers. They read 

everything from the Wall Street Journal to the Nation. 

Yet the value that unites everyone 
is a commitment to land conserva
tion. KLT helps John figure out a way 
to protect his land and leave 
it as a viable asset for the 
next generation of ranchers. 
Theda and Debbie want to 
protect their land in memory 
of their fathers. 

Landowners I ike Glenda, 
Steve and Chris today dili 
gently recycle discarded 

helping others, Marilyn wanted KLT 
to help her keep her land as a farm. 

KLT is actively working with si x

metal, wire and equipment JERRY JOST 

teen new landowners to 
protect an additional 5,000 
acres of prairie, riparian 
woods, prime farmland, and 
a historically significant 
landmark. I welcome work
ing alongside Ginny Moore 
as the new executive direc
tor and Carol Huettner as 
our office manager to con
tinue to build our partner
ships with KLT's family of 

as they restore their land and 
plan to conserve it forever. 
Dewey wants to make sure 

Acting 
Director 

the riparian area remains a thriving 
habitat for Topeka shiners. 

Ron wants to preserve his river bot
tom soils forever as farmland. Greg 
works with his neighbors to protect 
their prime farmland from industrial 
development. 

Brad, Al and Jeffwant to make sure 
their prairie and back woods sustain 
a bountiful habitat for wildlife. Marc 
wants to protect one of the most sce-
nic views of the Missouri River. 

Pat just wants a place to get away 
from city life with his son . Bob likes 
feeling the same exciting adrenaline 
rush burning his prairie as he does 
skiing downhill. After a lifetime of 

landowners. 
As always, your continued mem

bership and support enable KLT to 
help landowners protect their land. 
Your membership leaves a legacy of 
beautiful, productive lands and wild
life habitat benefiting Kansans now 
and well into the future . 

Jerry Jost 
jjost@klt.org 



[PLANT PROFILE] 

Trust the Land! 
Summer Wildflowers 

BY VALERIE WRIGHT 

T he prairie blooms continually yet changes all through 
the seasons. The wildflowers we see in the spring have 
already produced seed by July. Some disappear com

pletely and others stay on as green perennials, soaking up sun 
and rain for next year's bloom. In the heat of July there is a 
hiatus of bloom. It may seem that most plants have gone quiet. 
But there are some that peak during the hot, dry months. 

One of my favorites is Round-headed Prairie Clover (Dalea 
multiflora) . It grows in a bunch with many tiny white flowers 
on each spherical head. Patches of prairie can fill with its white 
glow. One July evening as I walked on Konza Prairie, 1 saw a 
hillside as white as snow. In the twilight there it was, focusing 
my attention and asking to be recognized. I had to spend a few 
quiet moments in their midst. 

You'll probably not find this plant in pastures. It is grazed by 

cattle and soon disappears. It likes rocky slopes and limestone 
soils. Round-headed Prairie Clover is typical of the Flint Hills 
region. It is one of the prairie plant community that landowners 
will want to enjoy and protect. 

Individual plants have such a pleasing form, they are per
fect for the summer garden. It is a legume, of course, adding 
nitrogen to the soil for other plants to use. And the clusters 
of seed heads after bloom are interesting to the eye as well. 
Dalea multiflora is a prolific seed producer. It will spread its 
seed throughout an area with individual bunches popping up 
here and there. As with most prairie wildflowers, it enjoys full 
sun and limited water. The edge of a gravel road seems to be a 
great place for this clover to take root. I have it growing in my 
garden of wildflowers and along my driveway. What a joy to 
see it in this heat! 
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TOP LEFT: Closeup of a trout lily blooming on the Akin Prairie. (Bruce Hogle) 
TOP MIDDLE: Heard but not seen on KLT's Bird Walk #2: a pileated woodpecker, 
whose pecking pattern is distinctively different from that of the more common flicker 
or downy woodpecker. (iStock) ABOVE: Northern parulas sing sweetly in the 
preserved forests of the Earles Easernent. (iStock) BOTTOM LEFT: A brilliantly 
blue male indigo bunting, seen by several attendees on the KLT bird walks. (iStock) 
LEFT: The striking Western fringed prairie orchid. (Craig Freeman) 

[EASEMENT EVENTS] 

Birds and Flowers on Display at 
Douglas County Easements 

K LT hosted three "easement experiences" in May and June, 
bringing people even closer to the pleasures ofthe prairie. 

KLT founding member Dr. Kelly Kindscher led about 
40 people on May 22nd through the Akin Easement, dotted with 
dainty flowers even at this relatively early date. As children chased 
butterflies and played together under sunny skies, Kelly drew on his 
considerable scientific acumen to illuminate the botanical aspects 
of prairie flowers in addition to highlighting the crucial importance 
of prairie ecosystems. 

The Akin Easement, consisting of 16 acres of virgin prairie, is the 
very first conservation easement in Kansas, donated to the Kansas 
Land Trust by the Akin family in memory of Dorothy Akin, who 
loved prairie flowers. The Akin Easement, now pel111anently pro
tected by KLT, affords the public a view of the Kansas landscape 
before the heavy footprint of human activity dramatically changed 
the prairie. 

Northern parulas and indigo buntings darted among the branches 
as avid birdwatchers gathered for the first ofKLT's traditional bird 
wailes on June 4th. Former KLT staffer Steve Roels conducted the 
waile on the Earles Easement (featured in the Winter 2010 issue of 
Stewardship Notes), inf01111ing the waileers of habitats, behaviors, 
field identification, and other tidbits. Additional insight was pro-
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vided by Sarah Roels, herself a very accomplished birder with over 
I ,200 birds on her life list. 

Demand for these informative bird wailes was strong enough 
for KLT to schedule a second one on June 25th, again at the Ear
les Easement. Neither an impressive thunderst01111 nor torrential 
rains deterred these dedicated birdwatchers! While waiting for the 
St01111 to pass, leader Steve Roels took questions from the group. 
Then, armed with answers and avian data, the group set out as 
soon as the rains lightened, and were rewarded with numerous 
sightings and soundings. There were even unconfi1111ed reports of 
hearing a pileated woodpecker - perhaps not surprising, given the 
fact that the Earles Easement contains one of the best remaining 
stands of original deciduous oak-hickory forest in Kansas. 

The Earles Easement, like that of the Akins ' , is also permanent-
1y protected by KLT. In addition to preserving the forest, numer
ous varied ecosystems, ranging from unique moss landscapes and 
riparian areas to mixed native and cool season grasses, are also 
forever protected from development. 

Did you miss your chance to see the birds and flowers? 
Despair not. KLT is tentatively planning several prairie walks 
and bird walks for the fall. Watch our website and Facebook 
page for updates! 



[SENSES OF 

A ansas Garden: 
Mid-Summer, Mid-Afternoon 

known summer gardens, an early morning garden festooned in shimmering spider webs, a late afternoon garden 

tea is carefully served on a porch overlooking mazes of gay flowers, an enclosed evening garden with night

blooming flowers glowing in phosphorescent mystery. But the summer garden of my Topeka friend, a Master Gardener, 

for exuberance of color, diversity of shapes, sensual extravagance of scent, touch, taste, and sight rivals all others. 

The garden's sensual luxury signi
fies the genius of the Gardener: that her 
immense labor in creating such beauty 
appears to have been created with the 
blithe wave of her hand on a summer 
day. It signifies the interdependency of 
air, water, and earth, of plants, pollina
tors, birds, and animals in the creation of 
life and good health. It signi
fies, for me, that beauty stems 
from this good health. 

of hosta, ferns, impatiens, coleus, astil
be, and bleeding heart in the first of the 
shade gardens which the gardener devel
oped. Nestled in close to the house on 
the garden's eastern edge are a sunburst 
locust, a sweet gum, and a weeping crab, 
the bark and leaf of each distinct. Under 
the weeping crab, the Gardener has hung 

Evidence of the Gardener's 
labor appeared when she greet
ed me: her calloused hands, her 
dirt-rimmed fingernails. She 
had left her spading fork lean
ing against a tree to meet me 
and her wheelbarrow standing 
alongside the garden's northern 

ELIZABETH 
SCHULTZ 

gourds of multiple shapes, each 
decorated ingeniously by chil
dren through Topeka's Capper 
Foundation for Children with 
Disabilities, where the gar
dener works to encourage them 
to enjoy weeding and planting 
and appreciating flowers. Sev
eral undecorated gourds, emp
tied of seeds and each having a 
round entrance hole, are attract

edge offlowers. I saw later that she kept 
the wheelbarrow filled with several sizes 
of pruning tools, a three-pronged hoe, 
diverse cushions, a small canvas bag, 
containing scissors and a hammer. As 
we walked about the garden's spacious 
perimeter, an undulating shoreline sur
rounding a glowing and smooth green 
pond of grass, we talked about the trees 
which are the columns supporting the 
garden. 

Several were planted when the gar
den was first started in 1956, the year 
the young Gardener and her husband, 
recently married, moved into a western 
Topeka suburb. An immense sycamore 
holds up the southeastern comer, spread
ing its long branches out over the rings 

ing wrens for their second brood of eggs, 
the male wrens, chattering appealingly 
and desperately, flying in and out of the 
trees. In the far northeastern comer, as 
a recently planted linden tree there has 
grown, the Gardener has experimented 
with a second shade garden. Her chal
lenge here is "to light darkness," and this 
means that she has created rows of white 
begonia, all grown from seed, and set up 
two small white chairs under the tree. 

Flowing from the first shade garden are 
hydrangeas, pom-poms and lace-caps, 
their delicate shades of blue, pink, and 
lavender beginning to wilt under the mid
day heat. An oak-leaf hydrangea, hover
ing behind them in shadow, however, as
serts its pale colors vividly. The Gardener 

has transplanted the hydrangeas often, 
cutting back the suckers severely; Asian 
beauties, they have proliferated in her 
Kansas garden. Rounding the hydrangea 
bend, we come to the western Sun Gar
den. With the peonies gone for this year, 
and the chrysanthemums and poppies yet 
to appear, this garden is always in tran
sition, always in process, always having 
to do with dying and coming again into 
fruition. At this moment, the lilies-day
lilies and Orientals-are in full bloom, 
the glory of this summer Kansas garden. 
Predominantly in oranges, golds, and 
dark reds, their petals may be curled, 
fringed, frilly, or doubled. They are daz
zling, taking the full sun, with enticing 
names such as "Double Dixie," "Car
rot Crest," "Doll's House," Shirley's 
Dream," "Spider Miracle," "Meynell's 
Starfish," "Smoke Rings," "Cranberry 
Baby," "Scheherazade," "Jambalaya." 
The Gardener knows each of them, calls 
them by name as friends, speaks of them 
poetically, commenting that "you can 
almost taste Jambalaya," that Schehe
razade "floats like a dancer, anTIS and 
legs moving into ajump." The Gardener 
exclaims in what seems perpetual won
der at the lilies, "Just look at the details." 
The Sun Garden, which is backed by ju
nipers and flowering shrubs, is primarily 
perennials-echinacea, daisies, yarrow, 
bee balm, vervain--all of which are com
posted with brown grass clippings. 

continued on page 6 
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SENSES OF PLACE 
continued from page 5 

The day before my VISIt, the 
Gardener spent more than an hour, 
deadheading the lilies, so that the 
living loveliness of her garden may 
spring from its dying. 

On the eastern and the northern 
sides of the garden, the Gardener 
is continuously engaged in experi
menting with a rose garden, a suc
culent garden, a Japanese garden. 
And behind the Sun Garden runs an 
extensive vegetable garden where 
new plantings for raspberries have 
just been made and a bumper crop 
of sweet peas has just been harvest
ed, where garlic and cucumbers 
grow easily, where the asparagus 
has gone to fern and the tomatoes 
are just setting on. The Gardener 
has just picked her first fully red 
tomato, named Celebration, and 
sharing it with me, we celebrate 
npeness. 

Blazing star and sunflowers abloom on the Akin 
Pra irie. (Bruce Hog le) 
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[PROTECTING LAND] 

Perpetual Protection: 
The Conservation Easement 

and Landowner Changes 

~
onservation easement is a legal 

agreement between the land
wner and the easement holder to 

protect the property for its natural, agri
cultural, scenic, historic, or recreational 
value. Once the easement is in place, the 
easement attaches to the title to the prop
erty and remains in force for every suc
cessor landowner. The easement holder 
is responsible for ensuring that the land 
is managed appropriately based upon the 
terms of the easement. 

Here is an illustration of what happens 
when conserved land changes owners. 

Greg Allen bought 162 acres of se
verely eroded land in southwest Doug
las County in 1987. In consultation with 
Kelly Kindscher, Greg reintroduced 
native grasses and flowers on the land. 
Greg nurtured the prairie restoration with 
selective mowing, and even hand-pulled 
the unwanted thistles. A decade later, in 
1997, Greg and Jill Allen donated a con
servation easement to the Kansas Land 
Trust, making this KLT's fourth ease
ment. 

The Aliens subsequently sold the prop
erty to Michael and Geneva McCrory. 
Desiring to move closer to his family, 
Michael McCrory listed the property for 
sale in late 2009. Jerry Jost, KLT's Direc
tor of Land Protection, worked closely 
with Pat McCandless of Stephens Real 
Estate during this transition, answering 
questions about how the conservation 
easement affected property taxes and 
land sales, and working with lenders and 
prospective buyer interests. 

In January 2011, Rob and Susan Her
rington purchased the property. Jerry 
arranged to meet Rob several times, 

and talked with Rob about the family 's 
plans for the farm, reviewing the terms 
of the conservation easement, and look
ing closely at aerial photographs and 
land use maps. KLT provided informa
tion on Kansas fence law, cedar tree re
moval, and noxious weed management. 
When Douglas County requested a mi
nor boundary change to accommodate 
improved county road drainage, Jerry 
consulted with the KLT Board's steward
ship committee to interpret the related re
strictions of the conservation easement. 
Jerry also helped Rob understand what 
changes in the management of the land 
were allowed, including plans to build a 
new pond, clearing cedars for improved 
native grass establishment, and improved 
erosion control. 

The KLT network also helped the Her
ringtons learn about conservation ease
ments. Susan Herrington happened to 
know Steve and Sarah Roels through 
shared horse boarding connections. 
Steve, a former KLT conservation asso
ciate, was able to provide additional in
formation on conservation easements as 
the Herringtons considered the purchase 
of this protected land. 

These landowner transitions have the 
potential to create complications for 
conservation easements and to lead to 
unwitting violations. However, by work
ing closely with the current landowner 
and by encouraging a strong bond with 
the new owners, KLT can ensure that 
the conditions set forth in the easement 
agreement are understood and adhered 
to, thus upholding the continued protec
tion of the land. Building and strengthen
ing our partnerships with new landown
ers remains central to KLT's perpetual 
stewardship of these easements. 



[MEMBERSHIP NEWS] 

'Our Favorite Places': Art Saves Land 

I n conjunction with the Strecker
Nelson Gallery of Manhattan, KLT 
held a reception on July 22nd for the 

purpose of saving land through buying 
art. Barb and Jay Nelson, owners of the 
Gallery, generously provided their expert 
assistance in putting this event together. 
On hand for the festivities were KLT 
Board members donna luckey and Val
erie Wright, accompanied by KLT staff 

members Jerry Jost and Carol Huettner. ations but were also treated to superb 
canapes from Wicked Sister Catering of 
Manhattan. 

Some 50 people came to view and 
purchase works celebrating the Flint 
Hills . Among the featured artists (sever
al of whom are KLT members) inspired 
by these incomparable landscapes were 
Louis Copt, Lisa Grossman, Matthew 
Richter, Zak Barnes, Judith Mackey 
and Kim Casebeer. Those in attendance 
not only were regaled by topnotch cre-

Although the final tally is sti ll out
standing as we go to press, KLT extends 
its sincere thanks to those members and 
non-members alike who joined in this 
pleasurable way to save the threatened 
landscapes of Kansas. Your commitment 
to protecting land is deeply appreciated. 

Invite a Friend 
to Join the 
Kansas Land Trust! 

The land is eloquent in its silence, but not everyone can 
hear it. Will you ask a friend to listen? 
Please give them this form. Or let them know that they 

can donate securely via our website: www.k1t.org. KLT and the 
lands of Kansas thank you. 

YES, I want to preserve the lands of Kansas. Here is 
my tax-deductible contribution to support KL T's conser
vation efforts. 

0 $50 Basic Member 

0 $100 Keeper 

0 $250 Caretaker 

0 $500 Sustainer 

0 $1,000 Steward 

0 $5,000 Guardian 

0 Other 

Please mail this form with your check to: Kansas Land 
Trust, 16 East 13th Street, Lawrence, KS 66044-3502. 

Lawrence, Kansas: 

Can Plastic 
ave Land? 
es, it oan, if it's the Lawrence Give
Back card. For those who shop or 
dine in Lawrence, the GiveBack card 

is-::a way to contribute painlessly to the non
profit of your choice. The GiveBack card al
lows you to designate any local nonprofit for 
as long as you wish. 

The card is accepted at numerous dining 
and shopping spots in Lawrence. Even better, 
it is totally free and there are zero charges to 
you. Whenever you use this card, a pOltion of 
your purchase goes to the nonprofit you des
ignate. Since 2009, KLT has received $258. J I 
via the GiveBack card. 

]f you already have a Lawrence Give
Back card, check to make sure that Ka sas 
Land Trust is designated as your nonprofit of 
choice. If you don't already have a GiveBack 
card, and would like to strut contributing pain
lessly to KLT, please feel free to call Carol at 
the KLT office. She will aITange a pre-activat
ed card in your name. 
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Kansas Land Trust 
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• Introducing KL 1's New Executive Director 
• Prairie Plant Profile 
• Easements and Successive Landowners 
• Summer Pleasures of a Kansas Garden 

"Like" us on Facebook I · I 
and keep up to date -=- Find us on 

with the latest ... Facebook 
,KLT news! 

We update our Facebook page with the latest details on our up
coming special outings and events as we continue to celebrate 
over 20 years of protecting and preserving Kansas lands. Face
book is also where you'll find easement updates, stories, and com
mentary by the landowners and members who love their prairies, 
forests, ponds, farms, and meadows. Follow us and lead the way 
with land preservation in Kansas! 

www.facebook.com/kansaslandtrust 

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
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PAID 
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About KL T's Latest Easement. .. 

KLT welcomes the Mohler family to the growing list of land
owners who have placed a conservation easement on their lands. 
Located near Milford Lake in Clay County, the 26 I-acre Mohler 
Easement forever protects native tallgrass prairie, replanted prai
ries, oak-hickory woods, a wetland, and riparian woods along Tim
ber Creek. The property also features stone buildings that date back 
to an original homestead built in the 1860's. Prairie Mole Cricket 
and Henslow's Span'ow, species in need of conservation, have been 
identified on the property. 
This easement was pur-
chased with funding from 
the Army Compatible Use 
Buffer (ACUB) program. 
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A Letter frolll the President 

The strength of the Kansas Land Trust is its members. I doubt that the 

organizers of the KLT ever imagined that in 20 years, KLT would hold 

42 easements protecting in perpetuity more than 15,500 acres of land across 

the State of Kansas. It is your generosity, your enthusiasm, your backing of a 

sometimes daunting mission, that has and will continue to help KLT protect 

lands in our state that are facing increasing development pressures. The KLT 

Board of Directors really appreciates your loyal membership. 

Your contributions are essential not 
only for the expenses associated with 
the basic work we do to preserve lands 
through conservation easements and to 
monitor and enforce those easements 
forever, but they are also critical to us so 
that we can pay the mundane 

sas we love in the past 20 years. With 
that record of success, we ask you to 
spread the word to your family, your co
workers, and your friends who might be 
interested injoining this effort. We need 
them and they need us. 

Every time I sign a new con
but necessary expenses to keep 
the lights on and to run an or
ganization that requires lots of 
maps and file cabinets in addi
tion to electronic storage. You 
have provided the facilities for 
protecting thousands of acres 
ofland. 

:· .·1"'1' '..... ," 

ft' '. 

servation easement, I experi
ence the realization that my 
children and all who follow 
after me will enjoy the same 
beautiful landscapes that I have 
gazed upon at each dedication
-nature at its finest. Each of 

But to continue to protect 
our prairies and woodlands, we 
need more members. We can-

you can participate in this leg-
CATHERINE acy through your contributions 

HAUBER and continued support. It is 
President difficult to imagine how differ-

not continue to expand unless 
we recruit" more people like you. KLT 
has always been a membership-based 
operation, believing that when many 
people come together and each gives 
what he or she can, we can realize grand 
dreams! 

This we know: none of us alone could 
have protected 15,500 acres of the Kan-

ent this landscape might have 
been without the breathtaking sea of 
grass that stretches as far as you can see 
across Rod Moyer 's 7,000-acre ranch in 
the heart of the Flint Hills, or without the 
dazzling colors of the wildflowers on the 
Akin Prairie in Douglas County in early 
June, or the wondrous beauty of the Ba
cons' 500-acre ranch in Chase County. 

DESIGNED TO LAST (photo courlesy of 
Bruce L. Hog/e). Early settlers adapted to the 
Flint Hills' th in, rocky soils. "Chapman fence 
posts" are salvaged steel pipe anchored in 
limestone not suited for other purposes. Such 
posts are still found in use on the Bacon and 
Moyer Ranch easements. 

This thrill, of being a part of an organi
zation that is dedicated to the preserva
tion of open spaces, never leaves me. 
I hope that you share the same excite
ment when you tell your friends that you 
have helped protect more than 24 square 
miles of Kansas. 

Send your friends to our website or let 
us know their names and addresses and 
we will send them an invitation to join. 

Thanks. C cd 4 ~ 
A partner at Stinson Morrison Hecker LLP 
in Kansas City, Kate was recently recog
nized by The Best Lawyers in America in 
Real Estate Law. 
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donated conservation easements from will
ing landowners. Conservation easements are 
legal agreements by which landowners vol
untari ly restrict the type and amount of use 
permitted on their property. KLT is a §501(c) 
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[SENSES OF PLACE] 

Dartmoof, Devon, England, 
Morning and Afternoon 

D artmoor, 368 acres of moorland in southwestern England, known to 

readers of Sherlock Holmes for its devilish inhabitants and mysterious 

terrain, seems far distant from the wind-swept and sun-blessed prairies of 

Kansas. Yet, in a day spent walking Dartmoor, I came to feel that places, like 

cultures and people, which are described or known primarily through differ

ence, may also prove to be profoundly similar. 

Geared up with hot pasties, candies, 
plenty of water, and an ordinance survey 
map, four of us- Alex, Andrew, Liz, my
self-plus Jessie, the black dog, left the 
thatched-roofed village of Dunsford for 

tumultuous brook of clear water. Watch
ing the water hiss and steam around 
chunks of granite set at odds in the brook, 
I began to see that this green Dartmoor 
was granite-based. 

the moor. I set out, thinking that 
Emily Dickinson had said she'd 
never seen a moor, yet knew just 
how the heather looked. Never 
having trekked across a moor, 
I was also uncertain about the 
heather. Another poet was on 
our collective minds, as we had 
determined that our trek would 
not be aimless, for we would be 
seeking the memorial stone of 
Ted Hughes, British Poet Laure-

ELIZABETH 
SCHULTZ 

On the other side of the 
brook, our way lay upward, and 
we started trudging. We passed 
an abandoned farmstead, gran
ite walls still outlining enclo
sures for gardens, pens. Stunt
ed fruit trees hovered near by. 
Three Dartmoor ponies nibbled 
grass congenially as we passed. 
We followed paths, perhaps 
created by human, certainly 

ate at the time of his death in 1998 and 
lover of these moorlands. 

Our path lay initially on a logging 
road, a dark and densely replanted forest 
rising up on either side with light slant
ing through the trees as it might through 
slats. But eventually we passed through 
a stile, and land and light opened up be
fore us. Clouds were boating across the 
sky, and long reaches of rolling grassland 
stretched out from our feet, dipping and 
rising. The clouds ' images maneuvered 
their way over these dips and rises, scud
ding slowly and deliberately, momen
tarily darkening the swelling green. On a 
clapper bridge, made of immense, rectan
gles of granite, two pairs laid side by side 
and thus a wagon's width, we crossed a 

by sheep, for occasionally they 
scampered briskly ahead of us in a line, 
more assured of their course than we. 
Despite following the compass and the 
map's directions, we found ourselves 
blundering across tussocky, hummocky 
ground. What had appeared initially as 
grasslands, I realized soon enough, was 
a boggy, often soggy landscape. Dart
moor 's granite-the largest area of gran
ite in Britain-lies well disguised beneath 
peat, heather, and moist green sphagnum 
moss. For the walker, this meant one foot 
up and the other down, and occasionally 
the foot which came down sank with a 
jolt into collected rain water. I learned to 
hop from one green footstool to the next. 
But still we climbed. 

On the long ridge up ahead of us ap-



ARTHUR A. ANDERSON 
by Robert Xidis 

BOB BILLINGS 
by Beverly Smith Billings 

JAN GARTON 
by Cynthia & Greg Abbott 
Drusilla & Michael Clarke 

Sarah Carkhuff Fizell & Jason Fizell 

JOHN HEIDER 
by Thomas Donnell Luckey 
Beverley & Donald Worster 

ROBERT KAMMEYER 
by donna luckey 

JOHN E. McELROY III 
by Whitney Damron 

Stacy Jeffress 
Patrick Terick 

Gaming Laboratories IntI. 

MICAH SETH ROLFS 
by Margaret & Timothy Carkhuff 

RICHARD STAUFFER 
by Mary Stauffer 

peared three tors, weathered granite 
outcroppings characteristic of Dart
moor's summits. For the human trav
eler, they provided landmarks, shade, a 
place to pause and eat our pasties, not 
quite so hot now. As if exposing the 
earth's tough and ancient skin, the tors 
stood worn and creased and grey above 
the land's rough green hide. They also 
seemed eye-catchers against the sky, 
reorganizing the horizon as commas do 
in long sentences. For the swallows and 
swifts dm1ing around them, these bar
ren tors were home. 

As we stood with the tors overlook
ing the moors swelling to the horizon, 
Ted Hughes' memorial stone seemed a 
figment oflocallore or the mapmaker's 
imagination. We checked our grid refer
ences, real ized we'd overshot our mark, 
and retraced our steps. For a while we 
followed a rough road of cut granite, 
made by ancient peat harvesters. In
creasingly, swaths of heather appeared, 
dappling the moor deep purple. Letting 
space and time unfold around me, I con-

IN 

ROBERT SUDLOW 
by Betty & Frank Baron 

Mary M. Barnes 
Alleta & Donald Biggs 

M. Brochmann 
Donna & Donald Carrington 

Cathy Dwigans 
Janis & James Erland 

Marsha & William Gordon 
Marcia & Steven Hill 

Kansas Health Policy Authority 
Claudine Lingelbach 

Lisa & Robert Patterson 
Kathy Smith 

Galen Tarman 
Joan & Peter Whitenight 
Sandra & Allen Wiechert 

MARY ELLEN TERRY 
by Alan Terry 

BILL WARD 
by Lisa Harris 

Gary Tegtmeier 

THEODORE O. WEHRLE 
by Theda N. Davis 

tinued stumbling across the lumpy land, 
meadow pipits springing up at my feet 
as if to keep me alert. Eventually, Liz 
and I pulled up a dry spot on a slope to 
watch Alex, Andrew, and Jessie become 
minute figures in the distant landscape 
as they forged ahead and back and forth 
with the map. Liz also spotted a low 
knoll near them with a singular grey 
spot in its center. The knoll I learned 
later was probably a discard pile for 
medieval tin miners, whereas the grey 
spot turned out to be the poet's elusive 
memorial. 

We celebrated together at the stone. 
We celebrated Hughes, Dartmoof, the 
day, our own perseverance and friend
ship. Jessie leapt joyously. Cleared of 
clouds and contrails, the sky above and 
around us was unmarked, boundless 
blue, and cupped by these green moors, 
Hughes' memorial stone seemed to be 
the very center of the world. As I feel 
in sauntering Kansas prairies, for a mo
ment my finite self may be fused with 
infinity. 

Based upon the Independent Auditors Report 
by Berberich Trahan & Co., PA. (9/11/2009) 

Balance Sheet (as of 1213112009) 

;'J ·.;j~.1.·>·\:C: :~;;:"~;i;/i>. ...; .• ;... ... '.' 
Cash & Cash Equivalents $38,058 
CD/Savingslinvestrnent $391,682 
Fixed Assets $0 
TOTAL ASSETS $419,016 

·J.IABlt:IT)E~.·$.·E·QUI1ft· .... •...•...•...•. y 

Liabilities $0 
Equity 

Stewardship Fund, Restricted $154,592 
Grants, Donor-restricted $73,121 
Board-designated, Unrestricted $191,303 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $419,016 

Income & (2009) 

IJ~cf\1III t •.. ;..;.i;i;·.i:~. .....•..••.... .• .... ..... .•....•.. ;. 
Member Contributions $55,382 

Grants 60,353 

Interest 4,861 
Merchandise Sales 3,194 

Miscellaneous 1,424 

Stewardship Fund, Restricted 49,464 
Stewardship Fund, Unrestricted 174,800 
Easement Purchase Funds * 2,725,879 

TOTAL INCOME $3,075,357 

IEJ(E}EN~bl:i~'i.· •• · •• >;i..>.i·'····.' }~.:;>i!; ..• ....•..•..•••.. 

Operating Expenses A $246,184 

Easement Purchase Funds * 2,697,633 
TOTAL EXPENSES $2,943,817 

"1 .$131;5401 

* Army & NRCS easement purchase payments to 
landowners that simply "pass through" KL T. 

1.·t()~E~tiN~.B!iE~~b~W'~l%bYif6nGiiQri) •..•....•... 
Program Services $184,029 75% 

Management 58,282 24% 

Fundraising 3,873 <2% 

Total $246,184 100% 

A Note: the American Institute of Philanthropy's 
Charity Rating Guide recommends that "60% or 
more of your charitable donation should go to 
program services" and "less than 40% should be 
spent on general administration and fundraising." 

KL T is proud to be one of the "most highly efficient 
charities" spending "75% or more on programs." 
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List of Contributors to the Kansas Land Trust 
We extend our sincere gratitude to these supporters who contributed to the Kansas Land Trust between 

September 1,2009, and October 31, 2010. Please let us know if your name has been omitted or misspelled. 
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Diane W. Simpson 
John Simpson 
Gerald Sipe 
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Jack Skeels 
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Kathy Smith 
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Robin & Jason Dremsa 
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Helen Gilles 
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Cheri & Steven Graham 
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John & Megan Hay 
Chelsi Hayden 
Patricia & Michael Hayden 
Marcia & Steven Hill 
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Mary Louise & Eric Stahl 
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continued on page 6 
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Success Spurs Need for Sustainable 
Organizational Development 

BY JASON FIZELL, Executive Director 

Properties Protected by KLT (2010) 

N T
hese figures illustrate KLT's recent rap
di growth in terms of both the number 
of properties and acreages now perma

nently protected. This 20-year labor of love 
for Kansas lands-driven by our members' 
generous, ongoing contributions-is now 
bearing more fruit than ever before. 

Brown A 
Increasingly crucial clustering of protected 

properties is evident in Douglas, Jefferson, 
Riley, Geary, Morris, and Sumner counties. 
Meanwhile, Johnson, Miami, Osage, Linn, 
and Saline counties all show incredible poten
tial for continued land protection and future 
victories. 

Naturally, KLT benefits greatly from our 
"early adopters" becoming long-term advo
cates: indeed, as landowners of now-protected 
properties share the benefits of conservation 
easements with neighbors and family mem
bers, KLT is handling an unprecedented num
ber of inquiries and applications from inter
ested landowners. 

We recently mailed our membership re
newal notices for 201]. Please heed President 
Kate Hauber's call to help KLT to grow our 
base of support: pass along the names and 
contact information for like-minded friends 
and family-as well as consider increasing 
your own membership contribution-to help 
KLT keep pace. 
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Hansas Land Trust 

Kansas Land Trust 
16 East 13th Street 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3502 

Address Service Requested 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

ABOVE: Mary Miller & Charles Stansifer 

A pp vec{,at'uwv 
'RecepL~ "to-

71tcLnlv M embev~ 
KLT started regional Member Ap

preciation events in 2010 with a recep
tion in Lawrence on Oct. 3 for eastern 
Kansas members. Prize-winning author 
and former KLT board member Don
ald Worster presented a talk and slide 
show, "America's Breadbasket and Our 
Changing Climate." The event also fea
tured volunteer awards and the auction 
of a donated copy of the Baby Elephant 
Folio of Audubon's Birds of North 
America. A Member Appreciation re
ception for Manhattan-area members 
will be held in early 2011 ; information 
will be posted on our Facebook Page 
and our website at www.klt.org. 

AT LEFT (FROM TOP): Kathy & Mike Riordan, 
Shirley Domer & Haskell Springer, and ease
ment donor Bob Lichtwardt & KL T board member 
Valerie Wright 

~ Finduson 
.. Facebook 

www.facebook.org/ 
KansasLandTrust 

KL T's Facebook page is great way to keep informed 
of special events as well as to get a sneak peek of 
new photos and read stories about recently pro
tected properties, ongoing stewardship efforts, and 
landowners who have protected their land. Here's 
an example of a recent post by Jerry Jost: 

WOOD DUCKS ON THE BLUE RIVER (by Charles Gabrielli ). 
These colorful ducks are paddling a preserved stretch of river 
in southern Johnson County. Thanks to Bo and Bill Stueck, 
who worked with KLT to protect this endangered waterway from 
threats associated with subdivision and development. 
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[MEMBERS SPEAK] 

The Legacy of Land and COllllllunity 
a wind-blasted February morning, avid KLT members Doug and Shirley Hitt traveled to the KLT office to talk 

about their deeply-held devotion to the lands of Kansas and KLT's role in their commitment. The couple joined 

KLT in 2003. The Hitts have contributed to KLT in many ways, and here they share their thoughts on land, beauty, 

preservation, and purpose. 

What was it that KLT on your 
and what motivated you 

to give money to the cause? 

A: We had known of KLT for some time, 
and we knew good people working at 
KLT. I don't remember if it was a specific 
contact, but it just became apparent to 
me - and I wish it were earlier than 2003 
-- that KLT's work dealt so directly with 
keeping land from being paved over and 
despoiled, that this was the most direct ac
tion we could contribute to, for keeping 
land from going the way of strip malls. 

What commits you to over 
and above your contributions to oth· 
er causes? 

A: Part of it is that it's local - meaning 
both Douglas County and Kansas. We 
have been very intentional about giving 
donations and we wanted to focus our do
nations locally; KLT is local for us. 

What makes you """',,,,,,,"'. about 
KLT? 

A: Preservation ofland. We're concerned 
about all the development of land; land is 

one of our most precious resources. We 
like hearing about conservation. And we 
had some friends who put land under con
servation. 

This is what we see with KIT: it's lo
cal, and its work is concrete in terms of 
what we see happening with the land. The 
land is beautiful in Kansas, and this part 
of Kansas is very beautiful, and we don't 
want to see it go away. KLT is helping it 
not go away. KLT is helping preserve the 
beauty of what this part of the country has 
to offer. 

The land is eloquent on behalf of itself; 
and this is our place in this part of the 
world. Our health, and the health of the 
land, are intertwined. And this is why we 
choose KLT as opposed to someone pro
tecting the redwoods on the west coast -
because this is where we live. 

And the reason why it's so easy for us to 
give to KLT, and to participate in it, is the 
complete trustworthiness of its employees. 
And not just now (although we think that 
just now is a very exciting time in KLT's 
history; the activity seems to be on a larger 
level than before in terms of what we've 
known). KLT has a legacy of extremely 
large-hearted, smart people working on its 
behalf. When we read about KLT's histo-

ry, we can read the names of these people 
who have contributed over the years, and 
we have absolute trust in KLT people to 
put together this straightforward concept 
of a conservation easement. 

Q: Does KLT make you feel as 
are a difference? 

A: Oh, my gosh, yes. 

A: When we head out west on I-70 to
wards Manhattan, or when we go by one 
of KLT's Douglas County easements, 
we're aware of the huge numbers of ease
ments we have in that area. We can vi
sualize protected islands becoming more 
connected and contiguous, which is so 
essential for species continuity. Wildlife 
corridors and cores are essential. 

We experience directly -- in the species 
we see on an easement -- that we are 
making a difference right here and right 
now. Also, we know that our membership 
in KLT will foster the continuity of spe
cies in this ecoregion, and that is of vital 
importance to us. 

continued on page 6 
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[PRESIDENT'S LETTER] 

Protected Acres Triple During 
Tenure of Jason Fizell 

l am sorry to announce that Jason Fizell, who has been the Executive Director 

of the Kansas Land Trust for the past three years, will be leaving at the end 

of March. As he wrote in his recent e-mailed announcement to members, he 

and his wife, Sarah, just welcomed the arrival of their first child-Astra Grace 

Fizell, a 7th generation Kansan on her mother's side. Astra's birth sparked a 

re-evaluation of his priorities and a desire to work closer to his Topeka home 

and his family. 

Under Jason's very capable and inspir
ing leadership, the Kansas Land Trust 
has made great strides in the protection 
of Kansas lands. The number of acres it 

With Jason's departure, Jerry Jost, 
who has served as Director of Land Pro
tection with the Kansas Land Trust the 
past 3 years and is a more than 20-year 

protects through conservation 
easements tripled during his 
tenure. Perhaps his most signif
icant accomplishment was the 
protection of more than 9,270 
acres of land in the Flint Hills. 
As a result of Jason's steady and 
determined navigation through 
difficult funding and regula
tory obstacles, Rod Moyer's 
spectacular 6,747-acre ranch 
in the heart of the Flint Hills is 

CATHERINE 
HAUBER 

veteran of the Kansas con
servation community, will be 
serving as Acting Director, as 
and while we begin a national 
search for an executive direc
tor. We are confident that with 
Jerry's vast experience and 
expertise, the leadership of the 
Kansas Land Trust will be in 
good hands and will continue 
to serve its membership in the 
protection of Kansas lands. President 

now protected in perpetuity. We 
will all miss Jason and wish him and his 
family the best. I cannot resist using the 
phrase that Jason so aptly opened with 
in his own announcement: Ad astra ab 
gratia: To the stars with grace. 

Ced ;j~ 
A partner at Stinson Morrison Hecker LLP 
in Kansas City, Kate was recently recog
nized by The Best Lawyers in America in 
Real Estate Law. 

The Moyer Easement was Fizell's signal achievement, requiring great skill and nearly 2 years to complete. 
Photo by Bruce Hogle. 



[DIRECTOR'S OUTLOOK] 

KLT.s COllllllitlllent to Protect 
Land Never Changes 

Just as the prairie survives change 

through its evolving biological 

resilience, so must the Kansas Land 

Trust build the organizational resil

iency to adjust to change. 

KLT's staff recently changed. Jason 
Fizell, our executive director for the past 
three years, has chosen to spend more 
time with his family and to pursue other 
career interests. I am honored to serve 
as KLT's acting director while our loyal 
and committed Board of Directors con
ducts a national search for a new execu
tive director. 

KLT's work continues to be a partner
ship of its members, staff, board, and 
landowners. With your support, KLT 
enters its third decade as an enthusi
astic team that works with individuals 
of widely diverse political and social 
views. This team will actively help com
munities better understand the value of 
protecting prairies, woods, prime farm
land, and riparian buffers. And greater 
understanding will lead to more oppor
tunities to partner with landowners and 
communities. 

Thanks to the foresight and persis
tence of our members, we have protect
ed 46 conservation easements -- more 
than 16,000 acres. The end result of our 
work is tangible, immediate, and visual. 
In this respect, land trusts are unique 
among nonprofit organizations. We can 
visit what we have done, and return year 
after year. 

KLT's conservation easements extend 
into perpetuity and our commitment to 
conserve and protect land is forever. 
This everlasting commitment, central to 
our mission, does not change, even as 
KLT adapts to a changing world. 

I feel truly fortunate to be a part of 
our shared legacy to protect these spe
ciallands. Together we will make a dif
ference for future generations. 

I look forward to working with you in 
the coming months. Please do not hesi
tate to contact me with your ideas and 
comments. 

Jerry Jost 
jjost@klt.org 

Jerry Jost joined KL T as Director of Land 
Protection in August of 2008. A native of 
Kansas, Jerry grew up on a dairy farm in 
Harvey County. He received his under
graduate degree in biology from Bethel 
College and a master's degree in dis
pute resolution from Baker University. 
Before coming to KLT, Jerry was a proj
ect director for the Kansas Rural Center 
for 20 years. He worked with fa rmers to 
improve grazing management and con
servation practices and to develop farm
ers' markets. His knowledge of Kansas 
farming and ranching , combined with his 
facilitation skills, has been valuable in 
securing new easements and monitor
ing existing easements. Jerry, his wife 
Deborah, and their son Eli reside in rura l 
Douglas County. 
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[SENSES OF PLACE] 

Wakarusa Wetlands, Douglas County, 
Late Spring, Twilight 

The winter has been hard, the snow deep, and the rains heavy. For too long, I've been deprived of the Wakarusa 

Wetlands, my favorite walking place, the place where I felt it still possible to be surrounded, not just touched, by 

wildness. After a short drive and a turnoff onto a deeply rutted entryway, I could enter space where the land seemed to 

spread out in its own fashion, where I experienced space unbounded. 

Despite a gravel road, a boardwalk, and the grasses, and setting up a clamor in the 
several simple structures. Despite over- trees to rival KU basketball fans. Swarm
lapping human imprints and dog tracks of ing into the Wetlands' few trees, the birds 
every size accompanying them. Despite were silhouetted against the ruddy sky in 
the rushing, slithering sounds of traffic shapes anticipating summer fruits . How
filtering through the brush. Despite all ever, on my appearance, they flew up like 
this, entering the Wetlands again _....... a whoosh of dead leaves, leav-
seemed like returning home ing the tree limbs bare, their 
after a long absence. I remem- whirring wings accelerating the 
bered exactly where I'd seen ruckus. Despite my concern to 
five skunks gamboling together, move inconspicuously, pairs of 
the tree around whose limbs I'd Canada geese rose in a tizzy, 
seen an immense black snake honking their dismay at being 
twisted like a ship 's hawser, disturbed as I passed by. Against 
the grassy spot where I'd re- ELIZABETH the hordes of blackbirds, now 
leased a young rabbit back with SCHULTZ swirling like iron filings against 
my animal rehabilitator friend. the darkening sky 's magnet, the 
I remembered other seasons when mon- geese appeared stately and dignified. 
archs layered the sky's blue dome, when As the bands of brilliance paled at the 
bees poured out of their hive in a fallen distant horizon, all space was suffused 
oak, when blue grasses blazed red. Here I with a softening darkness. With no nip
breathed more deeply. ping insects about in this season, I could 

The moon was up, a lemon wedge float- stand motionlessly by the edge of one 
ing in the deep drink of the sky, and in the pond, hoping my stillness would help 
west, the setting sun added stripes of red- the birds accept my presence. Amongst 
gold and bronze to the horizon. Usually on the blackbirds' chatter, intercepted by the 
entering the Wetlands, I moved quickly east geese's low bleating, I heard bluebirds 
and south, attempting to put traffic noise and sparrows twiddling intermittently and 
off to the side or behind me, letting myself felt twilight surround me. Tinged a fad
into a solitude that would be sustained by ing blue, the pond had the sheen of liquid 
the steady rustling of grasses and pierced mercury in old mirrors. Grasses arched 
only by bird or animal call. However, this into curved shadows around it. The shapes 
evening the Wetlands were cacophonous. of ducks drifted silently above their per
Countless red-winged blackbirds cruised fect reflections. I watched a coot flying in, 
through the sky in swooping parabolas, its shadow trailing precisely underneath 
gathering for the coming night, settling in it, coming closer and closer to the water's 
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surface, and then splashing down, reunit
ing with itself. 

On the gravel road now, turning toward 
home, I once more became a terror to wa
terfowl. The crunch of my footsteps on 
the gravel road disturbed these diverse 
birds--coots, shovelers, mallards, pin
tails- just settling for the night in clusters 
on the canal alongside the road. As I ap
proached, I set off an alarm. They rose up, 
flapping their wings, their feet tap-tapping 
the water at intervals behind them as they 
scooted down the canal and gradually 
became airborne. The lines of dimpled 
water they left, just visible in the canal's 
dark shine, made me think a gang of boys 
had been out skipping stones at nightfall. 
Further down the canal, the birds would 
settle, and again rise up as I approached. 
With darkness covering the Wetlands 
now, merging all visible forms, my depar
ture would leave them in peace. 

Photo by Kyle Gerstner. 



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: A butterfly rests atop milkweed on the Rin
ey Junghans Easement. The Mohler Easement farmstead with some of the 
stone buildings that date from the 1860s. Tallgrass prairie with Milford Lake 
in the distance on the Mohler Easement. View of the riparian buffer along the 
Kansas River on the Strauss Easement. Photo of Riney Junghans. A vener
able oak tree on the border of a tallgrass prairie on the Lindsay Easement. 

KLT's New Conservation Easements 
Four New Easements Protecting 673 Acres 

RINEY JUNGHANS (2010) 
Geary County - 238 acres 

The Riney'Iunghans easement, 238 acres 
of tallgrass prairie, oak-hickory woods, 
and cropland, adjoins Freedom Park on 
the southern edge of Fort Riley. Owned by 
Deborah Junghans-Johns and Randy Johns, 
this easement is named in honor of Deb
bie's grandfather, Riney Junghans. Debbie, 

BY JERRY JOST, Acting Director 

as a young girl, loved spending many week
ends with her grandfather on the farm. She 
grew to love the spiritual connections with 
being outdoors and she knew that someday 
she wanted to live, like her grandfather, on 
this land. 

Over a year ago Debbie heard Valerie 
Wright, a KLT board member, speak about 
the vanishing tallgrass prairie. Debbie real
ized then that she wanted to do something 

to preserve her beloved piece of the prairie. 
Together with Randy, they began to learn 
about conservation easements, KLT, and 
Fort Riley's Army Compatible Use Buffer 
(ACUB) program. A neighbor taught her 
about the prairie plants, deepening her desire 
to preserve the prairie. As Debbie remem
bers, "many of the pieces began to come 
together", resulting in another piece of the 

continued on page 6 
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MEMBERS SPEAK 
continued from page 1 

Q: You know already that KLT's 
mission is to protect and preserve 
lands of ecological, agricultural, 
scenic, historic, and recreational 
value. How does our mission tie 
in to your feelings about eco/it
eracy? 

A: We think it goes without saying, 
but we must say it still: ecoliteracy 
without intact ecoregions is a fiction. 
They are inseparable. Preserving eco
systems and islands of land within 
certain biomes that possess a certain 
character is essential for keeping be
fore our vision, and indeed all of our 
senses, the earth's language in a par
ticular climatic, geographical conver
sation. The landscape is our context; 
it is our reference point. The more we 
lose these irreplaceable landscapes, 
the more we lose ecoliteracy. 

Q: Suppose you met an East 
Coast person who grew up in 
an urbanized area, but who is 
somewhat already aware of land 
trusts, fragmented habitats, and 
the like. She's contemplating 
joining KLT; what would you 
tell her about KL T, and why she 
should get involved? 

A: Joining KLT is a very effective 
way to learn her new home, and the 
context she has now placed herself 
in. She would be part of a community 
with big-hearted, smart humans who 
are ecoliterate, practicing in a commu
nity of land and humans. Something 
like the land trust is exactly where we 
would go to establish a human com
munity. In terms of the events that 
KLT holds - wildflower walks, ease
ment walks, and some of last year's 
new events, like the early morning 
yoga session on one of the easements 
- these events present a wonderful op
portunity to get out and experience the 
landscape. This is a place to become 
familiar with the best of Kansas . 
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NEW EASEMENTS 
continued from page 5 

tall grass prairie being preserved forever. 
The Riney Junghans' prairie gives blos

som to purple and white prairie clovers, 
silky asters, and New Jersey tea, which all 
indicate a high quality prairie. This ease
ment was purchased with funding from Fort 
Riley's ACUB program. 

MOHLER (2010) 
Clay County - 261 acres 

Near Milford Lake, the Mohler easement 
protects native tallgrass prairie, oak-hicko
ry woods, a wetland, and a riparian buffer 
along Timber Creek. The property also fea
tures well-preserved stone buildings built 
by the Elias family in the 1860s. 

"I've always liked the tallgrass prairie," 
reflects Mark Mohler, who owns the prop
erty. "I have always been a conservation
ist and this is something I have wanted to 
do since I was a young fellow. I wanted 
to preserve this land and hand it down to 
future generations." Mark has seen the de
velopment pressure come along the country 
roads near his property. "I also wanted to 
get some value out of this land without sell
ing it," explained Mark. "Since it is forever, 
it is quite a deal to sign away part of the 
ownership of this land." Mark's brother, a 
banker and lawyer, helped Mark conclude 
that a conservation easement was a good fit 
for his interests. 

The 261 -acre Mohler easement has Prai
rie Mole Crickets and Henslow's Sparrows, 
both of which are species in need of conser
vation. This easement was purchased with 
ACUB funding. 

STRAUSS 2 (2010) 
Geary County - 56 acres 

These 56 acres protect an important ri
parian buffer along the Kansas River. Two
thirds of the easement is woodlands and 
almost half of the acreage has sandy prime 
farmland soils. This is the second conser
vation easement owned by Caleb and Lara 
Strauss. The first easement by the Strauss 
family was covered in our Winter 2010 is
sue - see page 3. This new easement, located 
just north of Marshall Airfield near Junction 
City, was purchased with ACUB funding. 

LINDSAY (2010) 
Wabaunsee County -118 acres 

Marilyn L. Lindsay served as a social 
worker in the Topeka State Hospital for 
41 years. Before her death in 20 I 0, she 
made provisions for her land to be placed 
in a conservation easement. KLT is hon
ored to fulfill her wishes by protecting in 
perpetuity 118 acres of native prairie, hay 
meadows, and oak-hickory woods buffer
ing ephemeral streams. 

Flowers, Birds, and Sky 
• O urpoPular Bird Walks and Wildflower Walks 

are being scheduled as we go to press. Stay 
tuned for detailed announcements about 

• these happenings - you'll not only receive a post-
• card about specific dates and times, you'll also be 

able to reserve a space via our Facebook page. No
tices and details will also be posted to our website, 

• www.klt.org. 
As always, you're encouraged to bring a friend to 

• these events. Share the joy of strolling through na
ture's landscapes - it's a beautiful way to show the 
benefits of your membership! 

Photo by Kyle Gerstner. 



[MEMBERSHIP NEWS] 

ose Your Time for Giving 
he Board of Directors and staff at 
KLT extend a hearty thank you 
to the loyal members who have 

helped us reach our land protection goals 
over the past year. Every donation you 
make is put to work immediately to keep 
the wheels turning for this organization. 

We want to make it even easier to re
new your membership by customizing it 
to your best giving time. In the future, 
you will receive a reminder for renewal 

Fri 

approximately a year after your last re
newal. Whatever time is best for you-
spring, summer, fall or winter--just send 
in your membership and we will remind 
you at that same season a year later. 

But don't be shy about sending in a 
little extra anytime. And we will let you 
know if we need some help for a spe
cial project. Also, if you want to honor 
a friend, or remember one who is gone, 
permanently protecting the beautiful 

to 

and productive lands of Kansas, in that 
person's honor or memory, is always a 
thoughtful response. We will send a card 
to the person honored or family of the 
deceased. Your gift will be noted in our 
newsletter and in the Annual Report. 

Donations can be made securely via 
our website anytime. Also, KLT never 
shares your contact information with 
anyone. Our member list is not for sale. 

s 
st! 

Neither Rain Nor Snow 
Nor GIOOlTI of Night. .. 

our friends can donate securely and easily online via our 
website: www.kit.org. 

s 
inter 

's 
lunteers 

Or ask them to fill out the form below. 
Thanks in part to you, future generations of Kansans will be able 

to enjoy the many gifts of the special lands we preserve today. 

$50 Basic Member 

$100 Keeper 

$250 Caretaker 

$500 Sustainer 

$1,000 Steward 

$5,000 Guardian 

Other 

Please mail this form with your check to: Kansas Land 
Trust, 16 East 13th Street, Lawrence, KS 66044-3502. 

ndeterred by inclement winter weather, Cbi
jike Dikeogu and Katy Wichman assisted 
with collating, filing, scanning, and complet

ing the binders for some of our newly acquired ease
ments. They were joined by Lindsey Ahlen, a recent 
University of Kansas graduate who took the time to 
help KLT just before she departed to teach English in 
South Korea. 

More recently, KLT has benefitted from the exper
tise of Kate Fairchild, Joni Hughes, and Samantha 
Snyder, all of whom are continuing the work of ease
ment documentation. This very capable trio is also 
involved in scanning and backing up crucial organi
zational documentation, as well as easement binder 
compilation and large-scale file organization. 

When he isn't chasing tornadoes, Dallas Smith 
also volunteers at KLT, handling the construction and 
management of our comprehensive easement data
base. And special mention goes to long-time volun
teer Carol Leffler, whose focus, dependability, and 
thorough work are inspirational to all of us at KLT. 
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Four new easements brought under protection of KLT. Look inside for more photos and details. 

Become a "Fan" of 
KLT's Facebook Page 

Ir.I Find us on 
aI Facebook 

Follow KLT on Facebook by clicking "Become a Fan" at 
www.facebook.org/KansasLandTrust 

We update our Facebook Page with the latest new easement announce
ments as well as stories and commentary by the landowners who love their 
land. We'll also feature volunteer opportunities and details on our upcoming 
special outings in celebration of our 20th anniversary. 
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Mushrooms, in Kansas, 
in November: It's True! 

BY CAROL HUETTNER & BEV WORSTER 

I t was a merry band of mushroom enthusiasts who gathered on Saturday, 

November 12 in the woods at the Earles Easement. Led by Sherry Kay, a 

KLT member and mycological expert, the group set out in search of mush

rooms over the river and through the woods. 

The day was perfect for foraging - cool 
and overcast, "nuanced" in the words of 
one attendee -- conducive to concentrat
ing on the subtle and the hidden. There 
was some apprehension among the forag
ers as to whether any mushrooms would be 
found, given the rather dry conditions that 
prevailed. "Oh, we'll find mushrooms, all 
right," said Sherry gaily. "It's true that we 
haven't had too much rain, and we've had 
a couple offrosts, but r guarantee that we'll 
find mushrooms. In fact, we'll probably 
find 25 or 30 species." . 

Haskell Springer asked, "Where do we 
look--down low, higher up on trees, dead 
wood, or specific trees?" The answer from 
Sherry: "All of them! Mushrooms come in 
a variety of shapes and sizes and can eas
ily be found around on the ground, nestled 
in tree bark, and hanging from boughs or 
branches." She encouraged everyone to 
look up, down, and around; mushrooms 
would appear once you knew where to look 
for them. 

TOP RIGHT: Retired KU professor of mycology Richard Kay is fu lly deployed for the KLT Mushroom 
Hunt. ABOVE: From left to right : Carol Huettner, Ginny Moore, Bev Worster, Richard Kay, and Jerry 
Jost. ABOVE RIGHT: Some of the more conspicuous specimens seen during the foray. (All photos 
cou rtesy John Ke ller.) 

The foray quickly took on the charac
teristics of the hunt, a primal instinct for 
humans and many other species that likely 
accounts for the huge interest in birdwatch-

ing, butterfly collecting, and mystery novels 
as well as the traditional human hunt for a 
deer. Within minutes, people were crouch
ing down and scrabbling among the damp 
leaves and acorns, while others moved 
carefully around tree trunks . Still others 
were peering through their hand lenses, 
discerning patterns in gills and mycelium. 
The more experienced mushroom hunters 
distinguished themselves by their accoutre-

ments - collecting baskets, hand lenses, 
garden knives, glassine envelopes, and 
pens. These folks carefully collected their 
treasures using their knives and deposited 
them in envelopes marked with the spe
cies name, date, and type of vegetation on 
which the specimen was found. But John 
Keller brought only his favorite tool, a 
camera. He said, "I like mushrooms, being 

continued on page 5 
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[DIRECTOR'S OUTLOOK] 

Rally On! 

Milwaukee's Frontier Conference Center was buzzing with activity. Over 

1,200 passionate people from land trusts across the country had gath

ered together to network, learn and share their enthusiasm for conservation. It 

was the opening of Rally 20 11, the Land Trust Alliance's National Land Trust 

Conservation Conference. From walking tours to intensive, day long semi

nars, Rally offers something for everyone, from those like me who are new to 

the land trust community, to veteran land trust experts. 

One highlight of 
this year's Rally was 
a keynote address by 
Will Allen, a former 
professional basket
ball star who is now 
CEO and Founder 
of Growing Power, 
a national land trust 
that helps to pro
vide equal access to 
healthy, high-quality, 
safe and affordable 
food for people from 
diverse backgrounds. 
While many of Grow
ing Power's activities 
focus on inner-city 
areas, I was struck 

GINNY MOORE 

Iy is what Rally was 
all about. It 's about 
the land, yes, but 
more importantly 
it's about people . 
Dedicated folks 
from across Ameri
ca and beyond rally 
together to share 
their knowledge, 
skills and experi
ence, so that we can 
all do our best to 
preserve the won
ders of Mother Na
ture that open lands 
support and the es
sential benefits that Executive Director 

by the comparison between what Will 
Allen was accomplishing and the work 
of the Kansas Land Trust. Thanks to 
all of you who have joined in KLT's 
mission, KLT is able not just to con
serve beautiful tracts of native prairie 
and riparian land, but KLT also helps 
Kansas ranchers and farmers , in the 
breadbasket of the nation, to preserve 
a way of life that is a vital economic 
engine for our state and a rich heritage 
for generations to come. And that real-

land provides to 
people - for our children and our chil
dren's children . Rally 2012 is sched
uled for September 29 through Octo
ber 2, 2012, in Salt Lake City, Utah . I 
encourage any and all who are fervent 
about Kansas Land Trust's work to 
join me there next year. 



Deborah and Mark Mohler at the dedication of 
their easement on October 22, 2011. KLT Execu
tive Director Ginny Moore is at left. (All photos 
by Bruce Hogle.) 

KLT Dedicates Its 45th Easement 

k en't they something? It is so beautiful when they catch 
a thermal and just soar up and out of sight." So said Mark 

ohler, proud landowner, as we watched a flock of Ameri
can pelicans orbit upwards via the invisible thennals. We were 
standing on Mark Mohler's land, 261 acres of native tallgrass prai
rie, restored prairie, wetlands, oak-hickory woods, and riparian for
ests along Timber Creek in Clay County. 
Intent on safeguarding their land from 
subdivision and encroachment, Mark 
and Deborah Mohler conveyed an ease
ment on their land to KLT at the end of 
2010, making this KLT's 45th easement. 

reasons for the creation of an easement on the Mohler property - the 
endangered Prairie Mole Cricket and the melodious, rare Henslow's 
Sparrow - both of which have been sighted and duly noted as part 
of KLT's stewardship responsibilities for this easement. During 
the dedication ceremony, KLT's Director of Land Protection, Jerry 
lost, played back images and recordings of these threatened crea

Mark had led us to a rise overlooking 
Milford Lake, where we were captivated 
by arresting views in all directions. At 
our feet was unplowed prairie, springy 
to the foot and mantled with a variety 
of grasses and forbs. The skeletons of 
leadplant and Illinois bundleflower 
tipped off the viewer to the presence 

A view of the residence and outbuildings, lovingly restored 
and now forever protected. 

tures, much to the delight ofthe attendees. 
Mark and his wife Deborah, an elemen
tary school teacher, told the group of their 
quest to protect the land they dearly love 
and know well. Recently retired as the 
Public Lands Manager for the Milford 
Wildlife Area, Mark wanted assurance 
that the flora and fauna of his land would 
always have a habitat free from the threat 
of encroachment or subdivision. Deborah, 
too, sought the peace of mind that comes 
from knowing that the land she and her 

family walked and hiked on would always 

of high-quality prairie. Zephyrs ruffled the stands of big bluestem 
and switchgrass while cattle lowed across the lake. "It is really 
pretty here in the spring and summer, when all the wildflowers are 
in bloom, although there aren't too many right now," said Mark. 
Perhaps not, but there was no lack of color on these rolling native 
prairies, hued with planes of russet, olive, auburn, and champagne. 

As part of the dedication ceremony, Mark and Deborah conduct
ed a guided tour of the easement, which included a lush hollow 
holding a cluster of several limestone structures believed to be the 
second group of structures erected in Clay County. The Mohlers 
live in the large stone bam that has been carefully converted, pre
serving the hand-hewn limestone and the exterior bam features. 
A second limestone bam, also restored by the Mohlers, retains its 
original use. Nearby stand two smaller stone structures-a spring
house and the original pioneer homestead built in the I 860s. All of 
these historically significant structures are included in the easement 
and will be protected from conversions along with the land. 

Nestled within these rolling prairies are yet two more compelling 

be there, protected from incursion. 
The means for this protection was the creation of a conservation 

easement through KLT, funded in part by the Anny Compatible 
Use Buffer Program. By partnering with the Anny, KLT was able 
to expand the buffer zone connecting significant wildlife habitats: 
the Mohler Easement abuts Federal property (Fort Riley) as well 
as state property (Milford Lake State Park). In the process, KLT 
crafted an easement that took into account the Mohlers' individual 
needs and desires for protection of the land, the endangered spe
cies, and the historic structures. "KLT was good to work with," 
commented Mark during the dedication ceremony, "and so was the 
Anny. We 're very happy to have this land protected." 

With its varied ecosystems and restored buildings, the Mohler 
property will remain as a living example of what an easement can 
achieve by forever protecting not only ecological and agricultural 
values, but also historic and scenic qualities. Mark and Deborah 
Mohler have every reason to take great pride in this land, and now 
the membership of KLT can also be proud to have provided the 
organization that will protect it forever. 
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[SENSES OF PLACE] 

Snokomo Road, Wabaunsee and Shawnee 
Counties, October, Morning to Noon 

s Robert Frost's poem suggests, we sometimes pause at an intersection, a T in the road, a crossing, wondering 

which way to go. Choosing one over the other, we know makes "all the difference." Heading out on the Sno

komo Road-Skyline Drive-this morning, I expected that we would end up, as I had done several times previously, 

in Alma, City of Limestone. However, at an unmarked intersection along the way, I turned left instead of right, and 

that led to surprising discoveries. 

We began our journey with high winds, 
which whirled the grit and gravel up off 
Snokomo Road like outraged dervishes. 
The winds thrashed at the trees, turning 
those standing solitary on the horizon 
into umbrellas, turned inside out to re

glyphs of millennia. Later we stopped by 
the roadside to examine enormous slabs 
of limestone, broken by road construc
tion, and immediately could identify tell
tale traces of the shallow seas covering 
these plains 300 million years ago-the 

veal their multiple ribs. Dash
ing and rushing over grasses 
and crops, spreading in undu
lating patterns out toward the 
horizon, they caroused. Tur
key vultures, flying in kettles 
overhead, rode the drafts like 
surfers, zooming toward land 
and then swooping skyward 
again. We paused at the Bethle
hem Cemetery, noting that the 

ELIZABETH 
SCHULTZ 

minute remnants of bivalves, 
corals, sponges, snails. In the 
soil of these ancient seas, we 
stood amidst clusters of con
temporary blooms-tall gold
enrod, willow-leaf sunflower, 
white and lavender asters, and 
low prairie roses, sturdy red 
hips replacing their delicate 
pink blossoms. These were all 
attended by busy gangs of sol

names on many graves were the same as 
those on many mailboxes along the road. 
Some of the dates were carved in the ear
ly nineteenth century, when some people 
knew the meaning of "Snokomo." Other 
dates were set in stone yesterday. 

We passed a few creeks, overhung with 
oaks and hackberry trees, where clear 
waters gurgled and churned quietly. We 
passed many more that were going no
where. Dried up in the present drought, 
they lay like the immense shed skins of 
dead snakes. We paused to duck under 
barbwire to walk a stream bed where flat 
grey stones seemed laid out like the crea
ture's scales. We turned over the smooth 
stones, hoping for fossils, but years of 
fast running water had erased the hiero-
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dier beetles, bees, wasps, and the lone 
monarch, as eager for life as once were 
those marine invertebrates. 

Fields and plains unfolded in soy
beans and milo, big and little bluestem 
on either side of the road, widening, 
ridge after ridge out to the horizon and 
the billowing sky. Closer by along the 
road, a series of three one-room school
houses, dating to the late nineteenth cen
tury, anchored the sky securely. Each, 
a definitive rectangle, made of rectilin
ear limestone blocks, with high rectan
gular windows and one or more front 
doors, would have kept its children snug 
through any blow although I wonder if 
there were also tornado cellars we did 
not see. At the Snokomo Schoolhouse, 

we spoke to the cattle grazing nearby 
and tried the school swing, leaning back 
and pointing our toes up to the sky. 

Coming, after many miles, to a T in 
the Snokomo Road, I turned left because 
the bluestem beckoned, and soon after, 
following the discovery that a bridge 
was out, realized we were on our way to 
Dover, an unplanned destination. Un
incorporated, Dover is fighting for its 
Post Office. In its heyday in the last de
cades of the nineteenth century, Dover 
had, according to my online resources, 
"a match factory, a wagon-making busi
ness, two grist mills, two blacksmiths, 
an inn and stage coach station, a livery 
stable, a general store, and three cheese 
factories." Its men also had a reputation 
for doing masterful stonework. In 2008, 
Good Morning America awarded a Do
ver woman first prize in a national pie
baking contest for her coconut cream. 
The pie is still scrumptious, and Echo 
Cliff, to which we were directed by 
customers at the Dover cafe where we 
indulged, proved a stunning surprise. 
A three-story, striated, white sandstone 
bluff, Echo rises up perpendicularly from 
a shallow creek. We stood on the high 
bank across from it, listening to children 
chattering as they collected frogs in the 
creek beneath us, listening to the wind 
now soughing in the cottonwoods above 
us, listening to ourselves whispering in 
awe to have found ourselves here. 



MUSHROOMS IN KANSAS 
continued from page 1 

TOP LEFT: Mushroom foragers make their way through a meadow to the oak-hickory woods of the Earles 
Easement. TOP RIGHT: Mushroom hunt leader Sherry Kay cheerfully dispenses mycological facts and lore. 
ABOVE: KLT member Dan Bentley picks up some pointers from Sherry Kay. (All photos courtesy John Keller.) 

outdoors, and photography," so this was an 
event made for him. 

All the while, Shen), regaled the hunt
ers with mushroom lore and facts. Oak and 
hickory trees, which abound on the Earles 
Easement, play host to the fungi that give 
rise to chanterelles and oyster mushrooms. 
Although neither of those toothsome variet
ies was in evidence, a variety of other mush
rooms had sprung up. Many of these mush
rooms were quite small , but every single one 
of them was fascinating. Shell)' explained 
that some of these species were useful to 
humans for medicinal, culinary, or dyeing 
purposes. The hunters found mushrooms in 
all stages of their life cycle - some plump 
and succulent, others shriveled after dis
charging their spores. Mushrooms came in 
the fonn of dots, balls, globs, flat sheets, and 
ruffles, with or without stems. While some 
ofthese mushrooms were barely discernible 
from their host bark, others were decked out 
in day-glo orange, carbon black, or banana 
yellow. Every few minutes, a delighted 
hunter would bound up to Shell)' and ask 
her to identify the latest mycological find, 

giving Sherry the opportunity to display it to 
the others and expound upon the properties 
of that particular class of mushroom. KU 
sophomore Sierra Barron from Alma said 
she had never done this before, but discov
ered a "cool gang with people leading us 
who really know about mycology." Shell)"s 
husband Richard, "Skip" Kay also attended 
and collected specimens while sharing his 
expertise in mycology. 

As the foray progressed, the forests and 
streams of the Earles Easement worked their 
subtle magic on the hunters. Conversation 
became more subdued and the senses sharp
ened. People became more aware of tree 
bark textures, the supple forest floor, the rus
tle of leaves carried by the breezes. By the 
end of the expedition, everyone felt attuned 
to the profound yet understated pleasures of 
an ancient and unbroken human activity
a hunt in the woods. Beth Schultz paused, 
reflecting, and said, "Muslu'ooms are a spe
cies as diverse as the corals in the sea. To 
go into the woods in search of them is not so 
different from entering the ocean in search 
of corals." 

Invite a 
Friend to Join 

the Kansas 
Land Trust! 

T he land is eloquent in its 
silence, but not everyone can 
hear it. Will you ask a friend 

to listen? 
Please give them this form. Or let 
them know that they can donate 
securely via our website: www.klt. 
org. KLT and the lands of Kansas 
thank you. 

YES, I want to 
preserve the lands 
of Kansas. Here is 
my tax-deductible 
contribution to 
support KL T s 
conservation 
efforts. 

0 $50 Basic Member 

0 $1 00 Keeper 

0 $250 Caretaker 

0 $500 Sustainer 

0 $1,000 Steward 

0 $5,000 Guardian 

0 Other 

Please mail this form with your 
check to: Kansas Land Trust, 
16 East 13th Street, Lawrence, 
KS 66044-3502. 
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ABOVE: Pale purple coneflower was mixed with 
bee balm and flowering spurge by the Meskwaki 
(Fox) to treat stomachache and cramps. Photo by 
Kelly Kindscher. LEFT: Slender mountain mint's 
fragrant leaves and flowers were used by many 
Native American tribes to alleviate fevers , chills , 
sore throat, colds, and fatigue. Both these plants 
are common on prairies protected by KLT. 
(Photo by Kirsten Bosnak.) 

Assessing the Value of a Prairie 
BY KIM SCHERMAN, INTRODUCTION BY BEVERLEY WORSTER 

Over the past three or four generations, we Kansans have learned to value our prairies more and more, so much so that we now 
transport an entire symphony orchestra, including stage, props, and sound system, the works, in order to provide a show for, about, 
and in the presence of the prairie we love. We value its beauty, serenity, size, history, and longevity, but it is the plants that give it the 
appearance ofa great rolling ocean and provide forage for the cattle and other four-legged species who graze it from dawn to dusk. 
The following description of a research program, two years old now, aims to give us all yet another reason to value the prairie, and 
again, the plants are the criticalfeature at the heart of this study. Kim Scherman, one of the students involved in gathering and drying 
many plants as well as cultivating them from seeds has kindly written about the project here. If you want to learn more, the research 
plot north of Lawrence, just past the airport is open to the public dawn to dusk during the growing season and you are welcome to 
go out and visit with the researchers and see the plants they are cultivating. 

T
he Midwest is rich in medicinal prairie plant biodiversity. 
In fact, more than 200 prairie plants have been used his
torically by at least 25 Native American tribes for medici

nal purposes. Among the medicinal plants most used historically 
are yarrow, echinacea, mints and milkweed species-many of 
which can only be found on native prairies. 

Twenty-two species of milkweed occur in Kansas, and more 
wild echinacea has been harvested from Kansas than any other 
state. Because of these plants ' historical and present use, it is im
portant that groups such as the Kansas Land Trust protect these 
plants for their biodiversity. 

One of the Kansas Land Trust board members and founders 
is involved in a program that tracks and tests plants for their 
medicinal value. Biologist Kelly Kindscher leads the KU Native 
Medicinal Plant Research Program with KU medicinal chemist 
Barbara Timmermann. The program has been collecting, grow
ing and testing plants since June 2009. The project is funded 
primarily by a grant from Heartland Plant Innovations Inc. It 
focuses on the historical ethnobotanical uses of plants and tests 
for new medicinal compounds. 
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Since the program started, Kindscher and his team of botanists 
have collected more than 200 species, which the Timmerman lab 
then tests for medicinal compounds. 

"In addition to their value as medicinal plants, these plants 
are part of the great biodiversity of native prairies, and they also 
provide habitat and food for organisms from insects to prairie 
chickens to bison," Kindscher said. 

The program also is compiling data on these medicinal plants 
by developing an extensive Prairie Plant Ethnobotany Database, 
which builds on previous research in historical and traditional 
uses of regional plants as medicine and food. In addition, it main
tains the KU Native Medicinal Plant Research Garden north of 
Lawrence. The ultimate goal of the program is to discover me
dicinal compounds that could be used in herbal remedies, dietary 
supplements, food pharmaceuticals and other products, and also 
to emphasize the importance of prairie plants. When we think 
of prairie plants as potentially offering the gift of good health 
to humans, we see even more reasons for KLT to protect native 
prairies from conversion to other uses. 



Deborah "Misty" Gerner 
Bequest to KLT 

The Kansas Land 
Trust recently 
received a gen

erous donation from 
Philip Schrodt in mem
ory of his late wife, 
Deborah 1. "Misty" 
Gerner, who died in 
June 2006 at the age of 50. 

"Misty wanted to leave something for 
the land trust, so this donation is really a 
bequest from her," Phil said. 

Misty and Phil were KLT members for 
many years. Partners in their work as well 
as in marriage, they moved to Lawrence 
in 1988 to teach political science at the 
University of Kansas. 

Misty, who spent more than 25 years 
studying, visiting and living in the Middle 
East, was an expert on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and Palestinian nationalism. Phil, 
now a professor at Penn State University, 
is an expert in formal models of political 
behavior with an emphasis on internation
al politics. 

Misty fought and lived with cancer for 

11 years. At her memorial service, the pro
gram included a quotation she posted on 
her office door, by Ralph Waldo Emerson: 

MEASURE OF SUCCESS 

- to laugh often and much 
- to win the respect of intelligent people 

and the affection of children 
- to earn the appreciation of honest 

critics and endure the betrayal of 
false friends 

- to appreciate beauty 
- tofind the best in others 
- to leave the world a bit better whether 

by a healthy child, a garden patch, or 
a social condition 

- to know even one life has breathed 
easier because you have lived-

This is to have succeeded. 

KLT is honored that Misty wanted "to 
leave the world a bit better" by support
ing our efforts to conserve Kansas land in 
perpetuity. 

Don' may be made tolhe KaiIs~~AP .' . rust' 
onor of a loved one. A (ionation td"KLT is alsoifunn 

ve and wonderfu way t<ikark a sigrufi~ant occasi5ri t 
marriage, birth~" .' ,~auation. " .'.~ . ., .. \;~;' .. " .' .' 
If you choose to~esignat OUI';Co~tJjbution inJhis way, kind-

ly include a note a~()Jltt!!~person ygir~ehonqririg as well~s a)Ji:. 
K~1"" .,:"",,,"'-' ")'-!: . '",1';,,:';ZY",'" fEY .~,~. . .:\ '<,." <\"~ " 

street address so thlit we may notify the honOI:~e. Yo" specially"'·.,·· 
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We are sending a special thanks to 
our Lawrence GiveBack Card support
ers. Our most recent quarterly return 
was higher than usual. Three cheers 
to these dedicated cardholders and the 
businesses that honor them! KLT sin
cerely appreciates your contributions 
to protecting the lands of Kansas. 

If you shop or dine in Lawrence, 
you can help save land by using your 
GiveBack card to contribute painlessly 
to KLT. The cards are free and there 
are zero charges to you when you use 
them. Simply present your card to the 
cashier along with your payment, and 
the business will designate a portion of 
your purchase to the nonprofit of your 
choice. 

If you haven't already designated 
KLT as your Lawrence GiveBack 
nonprofit of choice, you can easily do 
so when you log in to the Lawrence 
GiveBack site at http://lawrencegive
back.com/. 

If you don't yet have a GiveBack 
card, just call or email Carol at the 
KLT office, and she will arrange a pre-
activated card in your name. I 

Your purchases via the GiveBack 
card make a difference. Thank you for I 

helping KLT ... the local community ... 
local businesses ... and Kansas lands! 

~-- _ .. _ ... - --

BUSINESSES HELP 
SAVE LAND, TOO 

We invite businesses across the state 
to create their own method for bringing 
customers to their business by connecting 
with KLT. In Manhattan, the Strecker
Nelson Gallery has generously hosted KLT 
receptions as well as provided a portion of 
sales from these receptions. Lawrence busi
nesses have sponsored KLT events over the 
past few years. No matter where your busi
ness is in Kansas, KLT acknowledges your 
donation and displays your business logo 
at the event and also in Stewardship Notes. 
It is a great way to bring customers to your 
business to support KLT and the work we 
do in your area. Give us a call at 785-749-
3297 if you want some help with ideas for 
supporting KLT and your business. 
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Address Service Requested 

• Observing KL T's 45th Easement 

• A generous bequest to KL T 

• Discovering Dover off Snokomo Road 

What on earth are these KL T people doing? The answer is on page 1. 

"Like" us on Facebook 
and keep up to date 

with the latest 
KLT news! 

We update our Facebook page with the latest details on our up
coming special outings and events as we continue to celebrate 
over 20 years of protecting and preserving Kansas lands. Face
book is also where you'll find easement updates, stories, and com
mentary by the landowners and members who love their prairies, 
forests, ponds, farms, and meadows. Follow us and lead the way 
with land preservation in Kansas! 

www.facebook.com/kansaslandtrust 

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Topeka , KS 
Permit No.9 

Watch for your 
membership renewal. 

Most of our members like to renew their membership between 
now and the end of the year, so watch the mail for our familiar 
logo and help us to continue our work for another year. All dona
tions are fully tax-deductible. We are extremely grateful for the 
generous support you have given for the past 20 years. Just look 
how far we have come with 45 easements and more than 16,000 
acres protected! And all right here in your home state. We are 
your "local" land trust, working to save the land you call home. 
There is still much work to do and we need your support more 
than ever. Please be as generous as you can. 
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It's All About Legacies 
BY BEVERlliEY WORSillER 

Very frequently on these pages and in our membership renewal letters, we speak of "saving the land for fu

ture generations," or supporting KLT "for the benefit of our children," or protecting places "handed down 
to us from the past." The work of the Kansas Land Trust is all about legacies, both those that we receive from the 

past and those that we leave for the future. This issue is devoted to this over-arching mission that motivates our 

members and supporters, our board of directors, our staff, our volunteers, and all of the landowners who have 

placed their land legacy into the trusted hands of KLT. 

First, we acknowledge your financial 
gifts over the past year to keep the doors 
open and the lights on, the basic require
ments for our work to proceed. Our 
members are the heart and soul of the or
ganization, providing the essentials that 
have kept us all working together to pro
tect more than 16,000 acres over the past 
20 years-truly a profound legacy-and 
we have only begun! 

Second, we are stunned at the news 
that the estate of the late Sidney Ashton 
Garrett, a former KLT board member, 

provides a gift of $90,395 to KLT. Read 
more about this generous legacy on page 
7 of this issue and learn how easy it is to 
provide for KLT in your own directives 
by calling our office. 

Finally, Lynn Byczynski, a writer, 
journalist and 12-year board member 
who has crafted, laid out, and proofed 
thousands of column inches of text for 
our newsletter, will be resigning from 
the board this month to give her full at
tention to other matters. Her reflections 
inspired me to provide this note for the 

last issue she will help write and edit. 
Lynn most recently contributed her busi
ness expertise as well, serving as KLT 
treasurer. She has also served on the fun
draising, nominating, and events com
mittees. She leaves a significant legacy 
for land protection and high standards 
for board performance. 

Thank you, Lynn! We will miss you. 
Thank you members! You keep our en
gine running. Thank you, Sidney! You 
and many others make sure the organi
zation outlives all of us. 

LISA GROSSMAN TO SHARE HER 
"PASSION FOR PRAIRIES" AT KLT'S COMMUNITY SUPPER 

Please come and enjoy an old-fashioned Community Supper 
with us on Saturday, April 21, 2012, from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Lecomp
ton United Methodist Church. After the supper, we will stroll over to 
the historic Territorial Capital Museum to view slides of Lisa Gross
man's paintings as she describes her affection for Kansas prairie 
landscapes. 

This is an evening for celebrating our shared mission of protect
ing the beautiful and productive places of the present for those who 
will value them far into the future. It is fitting that we celebrate that 
idea in a setting where others who came before us have carefully 

preserved the past for us, so we also say "thank you" for the vision 
of those past residents. 

We will share a simple supper of chili/potato soup, corn bread, 
vegetables, and homemade peach-cherry cobbler with coffee and 
iced tea. Watch for an invitation in the mail, or go to our website at 
www.klt.org for reservations and payment. You can also make a 
reservation and pay later via our Facebook page at www.facebook. 
com/kansaslandtrust. The cost is $20 per person. 

Reservations are requested by April 15th. Bring your friends and 
family for a very special evening in Lecompton. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The Kansas Land Trust is a nonprofit organ
ization that protects and preserves lands of 
ecological, agricultural, scenic, historic or 
recreational significance in Kansas. 

KLT utilizes a variety of long-term land pro
tection mechanisms, but primarily accepts 
donated conservation easements from will
ing landowners. Conservation easements 
are legal agreements by which landowners 
voluntarily restrict the type and amount of 
use permitted on their property. KLT is a 
§50 1(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. Do
nations of easements or land to KLT for 
conservation purposes may have potential 
tax benefits for donors. KLT is funded by 
individual contributors, foundations, corpo
rations, and government agencies. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Catherine Hauber ... .. President 
Chelsi Hayden .. . Vice President 
Lynn Byczynski ........ Treasurer 
Kelly Kindscher ........ Secretary 

Myrl Duncan Burke Griggs 
donna luckey Chad Voigt 
Mike Wildgen Valerie Wright 

Beverley Worster 

STAFF 
Ginny Moore, Executive Director 

ginny@klt.org 

Jerry Jost, Director of Land Protection 
jerry@klt.org 

Carol Buettner, Office Manager 
carol@klt.org 

CORRECTION: In our Fall 2011 
Issue, Richard Kay was misidentified 
as a retired professor of mycology. 
He is in fact a retired professor of 
Medieval history. 
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[DIRECTOR'S OUTLOOK] 

A Tribute to Our Supporters 

Kansas Land Trust is truly fortunate, in so many ways. Not only do we have 

the chance to preserve prime farmland, ranchland and lands of great eco

logical significance, but we are also privileged to have a strong and vibrant com

munity of supporters. From KLT's Board of Directors, who have given thousands 

of hours of their time to the organization, to KLT's many members, volunteers 

and donors, each of you plays a vital role in contributing to KLT's successes. 

I would particularly like to recognize 
Lynn Byczynski, a retiring member of 
KLT's Board of Directors, who has dedi
cated more than 12 years on KLT's Board. 
During her tenure on the Board, Lynn 
fulfilled a variety of func-

County. And, of course, we look forward 
to seeing many of you at our upcoming 
events, which include KLT's annual Akin 
Prairie Walk in Lawrence on May l3th, a 
prairie BBQ near Manhattan next fall, and 

a Frisbee Golf tournament on 
the Stueck easement in John
son County in October. Watch 
our website, www.klt.org, for 
details on these upcoming ac
tivities, and "like" our Face
book page at www.facebook. 
com/kansaslandtrust, for the 
latest news. 

tions, graciously providing 
her expertise and insights. 
The Board and staff of KLT 
are thankful for Lynn's con
tributions as newsletter editor, 
Board treasurer and generous 
KLT contributor. While we 
will miss her cheerful spirit on 
the Board, I know that Lynn 
will continue to support KLT 
in many ways that are critical 
to KLT's mission. 

GINNY 
MOORE 

KLT's many members and 
supporters have made it pos
sible for KLT to preserve more 
than 16,000 acres of land to 

Kansas Land Trust has a 
bright future ahead of it! There are a num
ber of new easements on beautiful Kansas 
lands in the works for 2012. Thanks to 
our partnership with the Fort Riley mili
tary installation, we hope to place new 
conservation easements on hundreds more 
acres of Flint Hills land this year. We're 
also pleased to be able to partner with 
the Douglas County Natural and Cultural 
Heritage Alliance in 2012, through an in
novative grant program to help preserve 
276 acres of working lands in Douglas 

date. KLT's work is truly a 
tribute to those who sustain us in so many 
different ways. We are sincerely grateful 
for your patronage over the last 20 years. 
Please help KLT to keep up the good work 
through your continuing generosity. And 
don't forget to join us at our upcoming 
events, as together we enjoy the wonders 
of the land that we have all worked very 
hard to conserve. 

~~ 
TO OUR READERS 

With this issue, Stewardship Notes ceases quarterly publication. In the future , you will 
receive two issues yearly, 'plus' an annual report issue. And you 'll still have a number of 
ways where you can find out about KL T and how your membership advances conserva
tion in Kansas. 

In addition to our newsletters, you can view up-to-date news on both our website, www. 
klt.org, and our Facebook page, www.facebook.org/KansasLandTrust. Also watch for 
an email and a postcard notifying you of events coming up in your area. 
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WHY I SUPPORT KLT: 

My Legacy 
BY LYNN BYCZYNSKI 

T
he farm where I live was settled 
in the 1880s and has been con
tinuously inhabited ever since. 

In spring, when the Narcissus poeticus 
blooms, I am reminded of the people 
who lived here before me. Someone 
in the past planted those narcissus in 
the front yard, along the lane, and in 
the cemetery behind our land. Every 
year they blanket the ground with their 
cheerful white and orange blooms, 
showing up in new places and dying 
out in others, but always putting in an ~ 

appearance. 
You can find similar botanical me

mentos all over rural Kansas - roses, 
lilacs, forsythias, and peonies that 
mark the locations of early farm
steads, many of them now gone ex
cept for the flowers. As a flower grower myself, I feel a kinship with those gardeners 
who came before me, and I thank them for this gift they left behind. In tum, I plant 
100 daffodils every year for the flower lovers who will fo llow me. 

I think of those flowers as part of my legacy, both the one I received and the one 
I am handing down. Most people don't think much about their legacy until they are 
well into their later years, and then they might consider it to be only the money they 
leave for a charity or institution. I like to think about legacy as something that we 
build every day: our contributions to community, the way we raise our children, the 
energy we put into our careers, the support and encouragement we offer to the people 
around us. It's how we live now that ensures our lives will matter after we're gone. 

For the past 20 years, I have had the privilege of helping to create a profound 
legacy: the preservation of land for future generations. Through my support of the 
Kansas Land Trust, I've had a hand in saving native prairie, cropland, forest, ripar
ian areas, and all the plants and animals that live on them. To date, I have helped 
KLT preserve - in perpetuity - more than 16,000 acres. 

We are fortunate to live in a time when much ofthis state's beautiful and ecologi
cally important landscapes are intact. We can see places that look the same as they 
did when native peoples grew gardens along the Kaw River and tens of thousands 
of Oregon-bound settlers passed through. That's the legacy we have received from 
those who came before us and treated the land with respect. 

Through KLT, we have the opportunity to ensure that we pass along that legacy 
to those who come after us. And what a gift that will be years from now! No mat
ter how much development occurs in Douglas County, the Akin Prairie, KLT's first 
easement, will always be a haven of wildflowers and grasses. Whatever else hap
pens in the Flint Hills, thousands of acres of ranchland will remain in native grasses. 

It pleases me to know that I've been a small part of this preservation effort. I hope 
you' ll join me in considering your support for KLT to be part of your own legacy. 

Lynn BycZYl1ski is a YVritel; publisher, andflowerfarmer who lives in Douglas County. She 
is stepping down from the board of directors this 1110nth, after servingfor 12 years. 

AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR KANSAS LAND TRUST 

Statements of Cash Receipts and Disbursements for 

years ended December 31,201 0 and 2009 

RECEIPTS: 2010 2009 

CONTRIBUTIONS $159,761 $279,646 

GRANTS 2,254,065 2,786,232 

MERCHANDISE SALES 1,536 3,194 

INTEREST INCOME 5,266 4,861 

OTHER RECEIPTS 618 1,424 

lOTALRECSPTS $2,721,246 $3,075,357 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

EASEMENT PURCHASES $1,405,000 $2,697,633 

ARMY COMPATIBLE USE 

BUFFER PROGRAM 41,505 25,369 

PAYROLL 180,514 164,155 

PRINTI NG 4,296 6,476 

RENT 12,998 10,995 

POSTAGE 2,649 2,167 

MERCHAN DISE 469 1,007 

OFFICE SUPPLIES 11,744 3,422 

PROFESSIONAL FEES 6,825 7,500 

CONFERENCES & TRAINING 3,423 6,585 

TRAVEL 2,475 3,727 

MEALS 804 724 

DUES, SUBSCRIPTIONS, FEES 2,052 1,697 

TELEPHONE 1,547 1,305 

EVENTS 1,624 2,149 

FUNDRAISING 4,758 

INSURANCE 2,936 2,250 

UTILITIES 1,206 1,410 

INTERNET PROVIDER 645 600 

EQUIPMENT 2,352 

TITLE 1,082 2,112 

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS 824 

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT 151 224 

MISCELLANEOUS 217 1,486 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $1,691 ,272 $2,943,817 

EXCESS OF RECEIPTS OVER 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

CASH & INVESTMENTS, 

BEGINNING OF YEAR $419,016 $287,476 

CASH & INVESTMENTS, 

END OF YEAR $1,448,990 $419,016 

FUNCTIONAL DISBURSEMENTS: 

PROGRAM SERVICES $1,626,618 $2,881,662 

MANAGEMENT 57,803 58,282 

FUNDRAISING 6,851 3,873 
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List of Contributors to Kansas Land Trust 
We extend our sincere gratitude and appreciation to the following KLT supporters who contributed to the 

Kansas Land Trust between November 1,2010 and December 31,2011. Your generosity supports KLT's legacy, 
preserving over 16,000 acres of Kansas land to date. 

William and Margaret Arnold 
Thomas F. Averill and Jeffrey Ann Goudie 
Sierra Barron 
Kelly Barth 
Barbara Brewer 
J. Walker and Patricia L. Butin 
Donald and Donna Carrington 
Dennis Casey 
Zachary Casey 
M.K. Chance-Reay 
Clark H. Coan 
Richard and Marjorie Cole 
John W. and Margaret Dardess 
William R. Dodd 
Lisa Eitner 
Richard and Jeanne Fizell 
Ruth H. Gennrich 

Lon and Lynn Akerberg 
Laura Aldrich-Wolfe and Steven Travers 
David and Mary Kate Ambler 
Corinne D. Anderson 
Robert Antonio 
Sharon Ashworth 
Thomas and Mary Elizabeth Atwood 
Paul Bahnmaier 
Herbert F. and Pat M. C. Bartel 
Joseph R. Bartels 
Michael M. Beam 
Donald E. and AIIeta M. Biggs 
Judith C. Billings 
Gary J. and Nancy L. Bjorge 
Alan Black 
Lynne Bodle 
Roger and Jan Boyd 
Michael G. and Barbara Braa 
Karl Brooks and Mary Travis 
Dennis J. Brown 
Caroljean Brune and Bill Getz 
Rex Buchanan 
Robert J. Burkhart 
George W. and Gloria Byers 
Laura and Michael Calwell 
Michael T. and Julie A. Campbell 
Margaret and Timothy Carkhuff 
J. William and Barbara Carswell 
Eugene and Pam Carvalho 
Paul Caviness 
Ginger G. Chance 
Lois E. Clark 
Michael and Drusilla Clarke 
Michael D. and Rena K. Clodfelter 
George and Margaret Coggins 
Peter and Suzanne D. Cohen 
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Donnis Graham 
Cristi V. Hansen 
Barney and Marjorye Heeney 
Philip Heying 
James and Catherine Hoy 
John Keller 
Jeanne M. Klein 
Barb Lanning 
Peter Mancall and Lisa Bitel 
Donald Mayberger and Tresa Hill 
Steven and Carey Maynard-Moody 
Thomas and Linda McCoy 
Janice Melland 
Mary P. Miller and Charles Stansifer 
John Naramore and Eileen Larson 
Klaus L. and Linda L. Neigert 
George and Judy Paley 

Michelle Crozier and Doug Wesselschmidt 
John Dauner 
Evelyn L. Davis 
Ernest H. Eck and Patricia S. Karlin 
Georgann Eglinski and Ron Schorr 
Hilda Enoch 
Dr. Barbara Etzel 
William and Kathi Fair 
Kathryn Fairchild 
Ann and William Feyerharm 
Jeff Flottman and Lori Engelmann 
Enell Foerster 
Kent and Beth Regier Foerster 
Margaret Jane Fortun 
Carol Francis 
marci francisco and Joe Bickford 
Craig and Jane Freeman 
Webster and Joan Golden 
Roy and Marilyn Gridley 
Charles Griffin and Denise Wyrick 
Lisa Grossman 
Ruth Ann Guess 
Robert Ham and Dawn Dirks 
Steven P. Hamburg and Sarah A. Barker 
Alan C. and Phylis A. Hancock 
Donald and Carol Hatton 
Joe Harrington 
John B. and Nancy B. Hiebert 
Jeannette Hierstein 
Stephen and Marcia Hannon Hill 
James W. and Sandra Hillesheim 
Katherine J. Hoggard 
A. Carleen Howieson 
Jean E. Hulbert 
Rudolf and Ursula Jander 
David Johns and Debbie Junghans 

Elizabeth Patton 
Gregory and Joan Pease 
Bruce M. Plenk 
Merrill F. and Beulah Raber 
Kathy Richardson 
Bill and Erma Riley Family Foundation 
David and Bernice Schoneweis 
Arthur Alan Shaw 
Larry and BA Shepard 
Bianca Storlazzi 
Patrick Suzeau and Muriel Cohan 
Dave van Hee and Carolyn Coleman 
KTWaish 
Curtis and Elisabeth White 
Charles R. Wittig 

Howell D. and Carmen Y. Johnson 
Donald A. and Alice Ann Johnston 
Nancy Jorn and Stuart Beals 
Jonathan S. Kahn and B. Kay Huff 
Hilary and Douglas J. Kass 
David and Sharyn Katzman 
Richard and Sherry Kay 
Ross Keeling 
Dennis Kennedy 
Joseph E. and Lucille C. King 
Susan and Frank J. Kline 
Margo Kren 
Charles E. and Laurel Krider 
Marie Alice L'Heureux 
Jon E. and Evelyn A. Larson 
Carol Leffler 
Matthew and Tandy Leinwetter 
Susan and Stuart Levine 
Robert and Joy Lominska 
Bradley Loveless 
Eleanor H. Lowe 
David A. and Barbara T. Lowenthal 
Linda E. and John W. Lungstrum 
Judith K. Major 
Janet E. Majure 
Jane and Douglas A. Marples 
Ivy Marsh and Carolyn Carpenter 
Sara A. Martin and Carl E. Thor 
Robert and Patricia Marvin 
Larry and Linda Maxey 
George F. and Marilyn B. McCleary 
Sally McGee 
Douglas W. and Linda F. McKay 
Bruce McMillan 
Janice Melland 
Robert W. Melton 



Jay and Noell Memmott 
Dusty Miller 
Timothy Miller 
Rod Moyer 
Lynn H. and Carolyn Nelson 
Daryl Nickel 
Michael and Sara Niemann 
Frank Norman and Joy deMaranvilie 
Rita Norton 
Carolyn Otto 
Craig Phillips 
Galen Pittman 
Dwight and Lavonne Platt 
Paul D. Post and Kay Kelly 
Rex Powell 
Ramon and Eva Powers 
Laurance and Johanna Price 
Stanley and Teresa Rasmussen 
Jacqueline Rawlings 
John and Mary Beth Reese 
Lauren W. Ritterbush and Brad Logan 

Philip R. and Gail V. Acuff 
Laura M. and Jensen Adams 
David and Helen M. Alexander 
Gregory S. and Jill Allen 
Kerry Altenbernd 
Kent and Rose Bacon 
Victor and Kathryn Bailey 
Debra Baker 
Jane V. Barber 
Sondra Beverly and Kevin Ruland 
Beverly A. Smith Billings 
Barbara N. Blevins 
James C. and Louise R. Brainard 
William H. and Anna F. Busby 
Allan J. and Beth E. Cigler 
Barbara and David Clark 
Marilyn S. Clark 
Dale and Pamela Darnell 
Candice Davis 
Theda N. Davis 
Dennis and Shirley Domer 
Daniel and Latane Donelin 
Robin and Jason Dremsa 
Lelah Dushkin 
Cathy Dwigans and Ray Wilber 
Ralph and Roma Earles 
Stephen N. and Chris Edmonds 
Gordon and Beverly Elliott Family 

Foundation 
Ruth M. Fine 
Elizabeth Anne Fowler and 

Haskell S. Springer 
Helen Gilles 
Jacalyn L. and Dale Goetz 
Steven and Cheri Graham 
David D. and Michelle Gundy 

Steven and Sarah Roels 
John and Valerie Roper 
Jean Rosenthal and David Kingsley 
Harold F. and Melissa P. Rosson 
Stanley D. and Janet Roth 
Wayne E. and Lou Ann Sangster 
Susan C. Sawyer 
Tina L. Schreiner 
Larry M. and Susan Seitz 
Albert R. and Jane B. Sellen 
Paul and Dorothea Seymour 
Ann B. Simpson 
Diane Worthington Simpson 
John M. and Sondra L. Goodman 
Jack Skeels 
Arthur and Chris Smith 
John M. Solbach, III and Patricia Kennedy 
Jason M. and Lisa A. Spangler 
Madonna Stallmann and Paul Weidhaas 
Ursula C. Stammler 
Gene and Jo Ann Stauffer 

David Hann and Rose Marino 
Thomas Harper and Terri Erickson-Harper 
Lori L. Heasty and John B. Patterson 
Thomas A. and Mary Lee Hendrick 
Emily Hill and Burke W. Griggs 
Richard and Susan Himes 
Patricia Hirsch 
Lynne W. and Robert D. Holt 
John J. and Gloria J. Hood 
John Howard and Betsy Edmonds 
A. Victor and Susan Jacobson 
Linda Johnston 
Jerry Jost and Deborah Altus 
Jeff Kennedy 
Jennifer E. Kennedy 
Emily Kofron 
Ann M Kuether 
Darcy and Sheryl Kunze 
Dennis D. and Kristine L. Lane 
Stephen Lerner and Harriet Lerner 
Robert W. and Betty Lichtwardt 
Paul and Sandra Liechti 
Linda Lips 
Steve Lopes and Lois Orth-Lopes 
Marsha and Richard Marshall 
Douglas F. and Elizabeth B. Martin 
James E. Mason and Helen I. Ehlers 
Aileen McCarthy and Brad Marples 
Newton C. McCluggage 
Carol Duffy McDowell 
Ross E. and Margaret C. McKinney 
Carolyn Micek 
Charles D. Michener 
John W. Middleton and Susan T. McRory 
David and Susan Y. Millstein 
Susan Miner 

Kansas Land Trust gratefully acknowledges these organizations which 
have provided grants for our work: 

BNSF Foundation 
Douglas County Heritage Conservation Council 

Elizabeth Schultz Environmental Fund via Douglas County Community Foundation 
Shumaker Foundation 

U.S. Department of the Army 

J. Michael and Ellen M. Stauffer 
Steven Stemmerman 
Margy Stewart and Ronald Young 
Sandra Strand 
Michael E. Stubbs 
Orley R. and Toni Taylor 
Diane Tegtmeier 
Ronald R. and Dixie Lee West 
Art Thompson and Susie Massoth 
Austin and Ruth Turney 
Marian E. Warriner 
Water's Edge, Inc. 
Alison M. Watkins 
Alice Weis 
Joan and Peter Whitenight 
M.J. Willoughby 
Michael A. and Nancy Windes 
James Woelfel and Sarah Trulove 
David Wristen 
Carolyn Young 

Kenneth and Eleanor Muller 
Martha J. Netherland 
Richard O'Kell 
James Ogle 
Gene M. and Judith L. Olander 
Oread Friends Meeting 
Jeanne and Gerald Pees 
Gregory Penner 
David E. and Martha A. Pierce 
Piersol Foundation, Inc. 
William and Linda Richter 
Adam W. Rome and Robin G. Schulze 
Sylvie Rueff and Glenn Garneau 
Sabatini Family Foundation 
Sanders Products, Inc. 
L. Stephen and Glenda D. Schmidt 
Webster and Naoma Schott 
Steven and Carolyn Schroeder 
Richard and Martha Seaton 
Bruce C. and Leslie D. Snead 
Eric A. and Mary Louise Stahl 
John H. Stauffer 
John Strickler 
Donald Stull 
Alan Terry 
Patricia Thomas and Martin Haynes 
James B. Townsend, Jr. 
William M. Tsutsui and Marjorie E. Swann 
Marjorie and Lynn VanBuren 
Regis Vialle 
Bruce and Nancy Waugh 
Mike and Linda D. Wildgen 
William and Rosemary Williamson 
Barbara E. Withee 
Douglas Witt 
Molly Mead Wood 

These companies have provided 
matching gifts to member 

contributions: 

Microsoft Corporation 
Motorola Matching Gift Foundation 

Pfizer Foundation 
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Gregory and Cynthia Abbott 
Burke B. and Margery Bayer 
Capital City Bank/Mark A. Gonzales 
Dorothy Duensing-Herrs 
Jonathan Earle and Leslie Tuttle 
Julie B. Elfving 
Earl and Susan Iversen 
William and Alicia Jennings 
Francis Kelly and Cheri Varvil 
David and Carol Kyner 
donna luckey 

Linda I. Bailey 
Michael D. and Donna L. Butler 
Lynn Byczynski and Daniel Nagengast 
L. Patricia Casey 
Catherine and David W. Hauber 
Bruce L. and Cynthia Hogle 
Kelly Kindscher and Maggie Riggs 
Ginevera Moore and Mark McGrory 

Robert G. and Martha Bamhardt 
G. Kenneth and Ann Baum 
Myrl L. Duncan 
Don Luckey 
Edward Mosby Lincoln Foundation 
Douglas L. and Shirley U. Hitt 

Sidney Garrett Ashton 
Lois M. Hamilton 

Mark J. and Marialyce T. Maher 
Sondra McCoy 
Elizabeth Miller and William L. Eakin 
Thomas M. Shields 
Fred and Lilian Six 
Elaine St. James 
Giles A. and Marianne Thompson 
Cathryn E. Tortorici 
Laurie Ward 
Robert B. and Martha D. Ward 

Cathy Reinhardt 
Michael E. and Kathleen Riordan 
Elizabeth A. Schultz 
Simpson Foundation 
Suzanne Smith 
Rick Stein and Mary Howe 
Beverley J. and Donald E. Worster 
Valerie F. Wright and Simon E. Malo 

Stinson Morrison Hecker Foundation Fund 
William N. and Martha Lee Stueck 
Gary E. Tegtmeier 
Wilderness Community Education 

Foundation 

Philip A. Schrodt 

CONTRIBUTIONS GIVEN IN HONOR OF ... 

JEREMIE, LUCIEN 
& TRAN VINH CARVALHO 

by Pam and Eugene Carvalho 

SARAH AND RAY DEAN 
by Ann Simpson 

FRIENDSHIP AT CHRISTMAS 
by Philip Heying 

DANIEL LASSMAN 
by Hilda Enoch 

ELIZABETH SCHULTZ 
by William Tsutsui and 

Marjorie Swann 
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HALEY SMITH AND LUKE HAYS 
by Laurie Ward 

LAURIE WARD 
by Linda Johnston 

Ann Simpson 
Gary Tegtmeier 

Robert and Martha Ward 

MAYME PEARL WARD 
by Robert and Martha Ward 

BEVERLEY AND DONALD 
WORSTER 

by Lisa Bitel and Peter Mancall 

CONTRIBUTIONS GIVEN 
IN MEMORY OF ... 

NANCY NEWLIN ASHTON 
by Marsha Marshall 

SIDNEY ASHTON GARRETT 
by Myrl Duncan 

BOB BILLINGS 
by Beverly Billings 

IVAN L. BOYD 
by Robert and Martha Barnhardt 

DONALD G. BREWER 
by Barbara Brewer 

BERND FOERSTER 
by Kent and Beth Foerster 

JAN GARTON 
by Drusilla Clarke 

DEBORAH "MISTY" GERNER 
by Philip Schrodt 

DOUG GUESS 
by Joseph Bartels 
Ruth Ann Guess 

JOHN HEIDER 
by Myrl Duncan 

Don Luckey 

ROBERT KAMMEYER 
by Janice Melland 

SHELLY MILLER 
by David Hann and Rose Marino 

CRAIG MINER 
by Susan Miner 

SANDRA SHAW 
by John and Nancy Hiebert, Steven 
and Carolyn Schroeder, Arthur Alan 

Shaw, Douglas Witt 

MARY ELLEN TERRY 
by Alan Terry 

BILL WARD 
by Francis and Chrstine Martin, 
Patricia Hirsch, Sandra Strand, 

Gary Tegtmeier, Cathryn Tortorici, 
KT Walsh, Robert and Martha Ward 



KLT Receives Generous Bequest 
from Fonner Board Member 

Sidney Ashton Garrett joined the 
board of the Kansas Land Trust in 
1995, at the behest of her friend, 

Marsha Marshall. Marshall had been one 
of the founding members in 1990 and, 
like most of the board, had come from a 
background in environmental policy. "I 
thought the board needed a business per
spective, and I was very happy when she 
said yes," Marshall recalled. "She could 
see the potential of environmentalists and 
business people working with rather than 
against each other." 

Garrett served on the KLT board for eight years, including six 
as secretary and treasurer. Her financial and management expertise 
proved invaluable at a time when the 5-year-old organization need
ed to move quickly toward stability and permanence. "I recognized 
that KLT was lucky to have a CPA serving as our treasurer," said 
Laurie Ward, who was executive director at that time. "She taught 
me the ins and outs of standardized Profit and Loss statements, a 
skill still useful to me today. Sidney oversaw the production of the 
monthly and annual financial reports that were--in compliance with 
her exacting standards--unfailingly correct to the penny! With her 
business executive powers, she was exceedingly organized in com
pleting organizational tasks assigned to her." 

On a more personal level, she became convinced of the value of 
conservation easements, and helped guide her own family through 
the process of donating an easement on farmland in Sumner County. 

Sidney Ashton Garrett died last year at the age of 65 from a fast-

KLT VOLUNTEERS IN ACTION 

moving cancer. She left a trust fund of nearly $904,000 to be distrib
uted among 18 organizations, including KLT. Her unrestricted gift 
to KLT totals $90,395. 

"Sidney was active in the community in so many organizations, 
and she had a wonderfully giving spirit," said KLT Executive Direc
tor Ginny Moore. "It's gratifying to know that, with all her civic 
involvement, she held a special place in her heart for KLT and the 
work we do to protect Kansas lands." 

Judith Ashton, Sidney'S sister, said: "Sid inherited her love for 
farmland and open spaces from our mother, Nancy Ashton, who was 
raised in farm country in Kansas. Mom was the one who made sure 
the Ashton Farms in Sumner County stayed in the family and who 
was devoted to traditional conservation values. Mom was a devotee 
of Rachel Carson since the 1960s. She was an accomplished rose 
gardener, outside in her garden daily well into her 90s. She often 
harked back to the Great Depression and said that if things got bad 
again we could always go back and live on the farm . 

"Sid's love of open spaces started with her years in Arizona, 
where she was an accomplished horsewoman. She rode in and won 
many rodeo events as a teenager. There, our father raised beef cattle 
and Sid helped him on horseback with many of the chores related 
to that endeavor. When she moved back to Kansas, she joined her 
mother in a love of the cloudless skies that embraced both states." 

Garrett was especially fond of the Flint Hills and loved to visit the 
tallgrass prairie. A few years ago, a niece and nephew came to visit 
her from their home in Paris, France. "She took them to the Tallgrass 
Prairie National Preserve, so as to pass on to the young an apprecia
tion ofthe soil from which generations of Ash tons have sprung," her 
sister said. 

Some folks have compared running a nonprofit to running a small 
business - and they are right. Stewarding 16,000 acres (and count
ing) may sound like a lot of responsibility, but it's not all that goes on 
at KLT. The generous assistance of our volunteers also helps KLT 
comply with Federal and state laws, identify suitable properties, fa
cilitate mailings, and keep an eye on legislative issues, among other 
things . KLT wishes to thank these volunteers who have given their 
time throughout the past year to help us advance our work: 

KUDOS TO THE LAWRENCE 
GIVEBACK CROWD 

The Board and staff of KLT wish to thank all of the 
Lawrence GiveBack cardholders who have designated 
KLT as their nonprofit of choice. Now that we are about 
two years into the program, we are able to list the top five 
Lawrence GiveBack Card Champions: 

Aaron Blosser 
Robin Dremsa 

Robin Gingerich 
Timothy West 

Carol Huettner 

Lindsey Ahlen 
Glenn Garneau 
Sylvie Rueff 

David Burchfield 
Joan Hughes 
Samantha Snyder 

Kate Fairchild 
Carol Leffler 

In addition, grant money secured by KLT has helped defray the 
employment expenses of our productive interns: 

Clark Coan 
Steve Roels 

Kelly Cook 
Dallas Smith 

Sam Davis 

To our interns and volunteers, the Board and staff ofKLT extend a 
sincere "thank you" for all you have done to advance KLT's mission! 

Did you know that this card is free, it costs nothing 
for you to use it, it is accepted at over 70 Lawrence busi
nesses, and it benefits KLT every time you use it? Plus, 
the Lawrence GiveBack website has gone fully mobile, so 
you can use your card with your smartphone. 

If you don 't yet have a card, you 're missing out on pain
lessly giving to KLT. Call or email Carol at the KLT office 
and she will arrange a card in your name, pre-registered 
to KLT. 
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• The Legacies of KL T 

• A Tribute to Our Supporters 

• A Board Member's Generous Gift to KL T 

Find us on 
Facebook 

"Like" us on Facebook 
and keep up to date with 

the latest KL T news! 

We update our Facebook 
page with the latest details 
on our upcoming special out
ings and events as we contin
ue to celebrate over 20 years 
of protecting and preserving 
Kansas lands. Facebook is 
also where you'll find ease
ment updates, stories, and 
commentary by the landown
ers and , members who love 
their prairies, forests, ponds, 
farms, and meadows. Follow 
us and lead the way with land 
preservation in Kansas! 

www.facebook.com/ 
kansaslandtrust 

Events on the Horizon 
April kicks off the 2012 event season for KLT. Mark your calendars today, and see our 
website or Facebook page for details on these upcoming events! 

APRIL 21,2012 
KLT'S COMMUNITY SUPPER IN LECOMPTON 
Lisa Grossman will share her paintings and give a talk, "Passion for Prairies." See details in 
this issue on page 1. 

MAY 13, 2012 
THE ANNUAL AKIN PRAIRIE WALK 
Led by KLT founding Board member and plant ecologist extraordinaire Kelly Kindscher, this 
guided tour on a lovely bit of Kansas prairie is sure to be a distinctive treat for Mother's Day. 
For some years, flower and plant enthusiasts have enjoyed Kelly's insightful narrative of the 
wonders of these 16 acres, now forever protected by KLT. Bring the entire family this year, 
and make Mother's Day special. The walk commences at 1:00 p.m. sharp and concludes 
around 2:30 or so. 

EARLY FALL 2012 
"Prairie BBQ": a special fundraiser for KLT. Look for details in our next newsletter and also on 
our website and Facebook page. 

OCTOBER 20, 2012 
Frisbee Golf Tournament: a fundraiser for KLT. Details will be posted on our website, our 
Facebook page, and our next newsletter. 



Celebrating 20+ years of protecting Kansas lands!
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People + Places + Partnership = Preservation
A FORMULA THAT WORKS FOR KANSAS LANDS

© BruCe HogLe

edWard C. roBison iii

KLT is proud to work with 
Kansans who love their land. 
Great things result from this 

productive partnership. Shown 
here are a few of them: the 

Caleb Strauss family, dedicated 
farmers who keep their way of 

life and their productive land 
through an easement with KLT; 
Rose and Kent Bacon in action 
on their Flint Hills cattle ranch, 

proudly preserved in perpetuity; 
Roma and Ralph Earles, whose 
conserved land protects wood-

lands unique to Kansas; and KLT 
Board member Bev Worster at 

our Community Supper in
 Manhattan. These and 

many more resolute Kansans, 
supported by all of KLT ’s 

generous members, have worked 
together to preserve the irre-
placeable lands of this state.
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funding from the Elizabeth Schultz En-
vironmental Fund of the Douglas County 
Community Foundation, the Douglas 
County Heritage Conservation Council and 
the Shumaker Foundation, all of whom pro-
vided essential resources for land protection 
and public education projects in Kansas.  
KLT has also partnered with authors Doug 
Hitt, Jake Vail and artist Lisa Grossman to 
publish A Kansas Bestiary, a collection of 
insightful essays and illustrations about the 
wild creatures native to our state.

Truly the most significant assistance KLT 
receives is the generous financial support 
and the hundreds of volunteer hours donat-
ed by our members, by the members of our 
Board of Directors and by those dedicated 
volunteers who give so freely of their time.  
Without these resources and the partnership 
opportunities that KLT has pursued, the 
ability to preserve these jewels of Kansas 
lands would be severely compromised.  We 
extend our heartfelt thanks to all who have 
partnered with KLT in support of conser-
vation in Kansas.  By coming together as 
a conservation community, we all advance 
the critical work of preserving those beauti-
ful natural places in Kansas -- forever.

KLT is pleased to announce that it has 
extended its partnership with Fort Riley, 
through the Army Compatible Use Buffer 
Program, for an additional 5 years.  With 
funding from Fort Riley, we were able to 
conserve 865 acres of pristine Flint Hills 
grasslands in 2012.  An important partner 
in another 2012 preservation project was 
the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks 
and Tourism. In conjunction with Fort 
Riley, we worked with KDWPT to place 
a conservation easement on 256 acres of 
park land owned by KDWPT, providing 
an important woodland buffer along the 
Kansas River in Geary County.  With these 
projects, KLT now protects over 17,000 
acres of prized natural lands in Kansas and 
western Missouri.

Partnerships with other conservation-
minded organizations also played an impor-
tant role in KLT’s 2012 accomplishments.  
The National Fish & Wildlife Foundation 
chose KLT to help protect up to 10,000 
acres of native tallgrass prairie in the Flint 
Hills.  KLT worked closely with Ranchland 
Trust of Kansas and the Kansas Chapter of 
The Nature Conservancy to educate Kan-
sas Legislators, as well as our elected of-
ficials in Washington, about the benefits of 
perpetual conservation easements.  

KLT was also fortunate to receive grant 

[DiRecToR’s ouTLooK]

Leveraging the Power of Partnerships

Building a strong community of partners and supporters brings essential en-
ergy and focus to the mission of land preservation. In 2012, the Kansas Land 

Trust was fortunate to benefit from many in our community who generously gave 
their time and their resources in support of KLT’s mission to conserve lands of 
ecological, agricultural, scenic, recreational and historic value in Kansas.

donna luckey, our second longest-serv-
ing board member, has retired from the KLT 
Board of Directors.

in 1991, when donna joined the Ku fac-
ulty, Kelly Kindscher learned that she had 
served on the board of a land trust--the 
california state coastal conservancy --and 
had written a dissertation that compared the 
models of land trusts and property owner-
ship. He immediately asked her to join the 
KLT board.

From that time, when the infant organi-
zation was working to initiate its first ease-
ment, to september of 2012, 49 easements 
later, she has been instrumental in guiding 
the development of the organization and 
maintaining its high level of professional-
ism.  she gladly took on the role of presi-
dent or vice-president during much of the 
first 10 years, shaping many of the policies 
and procedures that guide KLT today. When 
i spoke with donna just a few days ago, she 
recalled that she was “thrilled to learn that 
there was interest in land trusts in Kansas.”

donna also praised the current board 
and staff for their rigor and professionalism 
in maintaining the careful due diligence for 
which KLT is known (and the area where 
many land trusts nationwide have stum-
bled). she said she will remember most “the 
wonderful people on the board with whom i 
had the pleasure to work, and the satisfac-
tion that comes when we all work together 
to educate and serve all Kansans as we 
protect and preserve precious resources.”  

she recalled the pleasure of meeting the 
landowners who donated an easement on 
their land because “they understood and 
appreciated our mission and it was mov-
ing to see their responses when they knew 
their land would be protected—very power-
ful and reaffirming.”

donna is now settled in a small commu-
nity in california near her extended family 
where she says she is “spoiled and loving 
it,” and, of course, involved in volunteer 
work.  

Thank you, donna, from the KLT Board 
and the people of Kansas. Your contribu-
tions cannot be measured as we have all 
benefitted from your generosity.

Bev Worster
 KLT Board of Directors

Long-time Board 
memBer retires

For 2013 and beyond KLT is “going green” 
by expanding its electronic communications.  
This will allow us to keep you better informed 
via more frequent contacts, and still consume 
fewer natural resources.  This is a transition 
period so we are happy to continue paper cop-
ies for everyone who needs or prefers them.

We will continue to print and mail this issue 
of the newsletter, the Annual Report, in Feb-
ruary.  An electronic version of this report will 
also be posted to our website.

Stewardship Notes, our printed newsletter, 
will appear twice annually – once in May and 

again in october.  We will mail a printed copy 
to those who have not provided an email ad-
dress and to anyone who requests a printed 
copy.  otherwise, you can expect an electronic 
copy which will also be posted to our website. 

For those with email addresses, KLT will 
also offer Notes from the Prairie, our new 
email newsletter, delivered to your inbox five 
times a year – March, May, July, september, 
and December.  Please make sure that klt.org 
is on your safe senders list!  We are still happy 
to provide a paper copy to all members who 
request it; call carol at 785-749-3297.

a note to our readers

GinnY MooRe
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audited FinanCiaL statement 
For Kansas Land trust

statements of cash Receipts and Disbursements
for year ended December 31, 2011

reCeiPts:  

conTRiBuTions $    94,163

GRAnTs 160,558

MeRcHAnDise sALes 602

inTeResT incoMe 2,028

oTHeR ReceiPTs 2,670

totaL reCeiPts $ 261,021

disBursements: 

eAseMenT PuRcHAses $         ---

ARMY coMPATiBLe use BuFFeR PRoGRAM 32,642

PAYRoLL AnD ReLATeD DisBuRseMenTs 147,388

PRinTinG 5,421

RenT 13,093

PosTAGe 1,741

MeRcHAnDise 10

oFFice suPPLies 8,002

PRoFessionAL Fees 6,725

conFeRence AnD TRAininG 780

TRAVeL 2,031

MeALs 231

Dues, suBscRiPTions, AnD Fees 1,589

TeLePHone 1,766

eVenTs AnD FunDRAisinG 1,793

insuRAnce 2,378

uTiLiTies 1,341

inTeRneT PRoViDeR 660

eQuiPMenT ---

TiTLe 536

inDePenDenT conTRAcToRs 4,239

WeBsiTe DeVeLoPMenT ---

MisceLLAneous (249)

totaL disBursements $      232,117

eXcess: ReceiPTs oVeR DisBuRseMenTs $        28,094

cAsH & inVesTMenTs AT 1-1-2011 $   1,446,959

cAsH & inVesTMenTs AT 12-31-2011 $   1,475,863

  $   1,475,863

Program serViCes (BLUE):  $187,631

management and generaL (RED):  $42,683

Fundraising (GREEN):  $1,803

assets 

 cuRRenT AsseTs  

 cHecKinG/sAVinGs  

 oPeRATinG ReseRVe 60,765.61

   cHecKinG 29,026.86

   MoneY MARKeT 337,904.36

   JuMBo cD 228,080.88

   escRoW 71,765.04

   PeTTY cAsH             10.28

  totaL CHeCKing/saVings 727,553.03

  

 oTHeR cuRRenT AsseTs 

  eMPLoYee ADVAnces -1,230.00

  inVesTMenTs 32,354.88

ToTAL oTHeR cuRRenT AsseTs     31,124.88

totaL Current assets 758,677.91

 

FiXeD AsseTs 

  coMPuTeR eQuiPMenT 6,699.13

  DePReciATion     -5,039.40

ToTAL FiXeD AsseTs      1,659.73

totaL assets   760,337.64

LiaBiLities & eQuitY 

 LiABiLiTies 

  cuRRenT LiABiLiTies 

   PAYRoLL LiABiLiTies      3,001.70

  ToTAL cuRRenT LiABiLiTies      3,001.70

 totaL LiaBiLities 3,001.70

eQuiTY 

 TeMP. ResTRicTeD FunDs 1,467,554.00

 unResTRicTeD FunDs 16,044.48

 neT incoMe -726,262.54

ToTAL eQuiTY   757,335.94

totaL LiaBiLities & eQuitY   760,337.64

unaudited
BaLanCe sHeet

at December 31, 2012 – cash Basis

ordinarY inCome/eXPense 
incoMe 
 sMALL conTRiBuTions (<$250) 18,460.00
 LARGe conTRiBuTions 28,450.00
 MAJoR GiFTs 130,395.03
 AcuB ReiMBuRseMenT 111,729.85
 GRAnTs  64,498.61
 eVenTs ReVenue 8,378.99
 MeRcHAnDise sALes 150.00
 inTeResT incoMe 5,370.11
 uncATeGoRizeD incoMe       241.63
totaL inCome 367,674.12

eXPense 
 sTeWARDsHiP 675.26
 AcuB   849,950.49
 AccounTinG 7,000.00
 BAnK Fee 202.20
 conFeRences/TRAininG 1,579.25
 Dues, suBscRiPTions, Fees 4,130.68
 eVenTs  1,805.60
 FunDRAisinG 6,734.89
 inDePenDenT conTRAcToRs 4,883.81
 insuRAnce 2,533.00
 inTeRneT PRoViDeR 659.76
 LoBBYinG 601.54
 MeALs  329.75
 MisceLLAneous 651.05
 oFFice suPPLies 6,000.69
 PAYRoLL eXPenses 173,741.93
 PosTAGe 1,301.73
 PRinTinG 3,543.01
 RenT   11,192.50
 TeLePHone 1,609.95
 TiTLe & cLosinG 21,476.05
 TRAVeL  3,047.15
 uTiLiTies         1,156.37
totaL eXPense 1,104,536.66
net ordinarY inCome -736,862.54

otHer inCome/eXPense 
oTHeR incoMe 
 sTeWARDsHiP FunD 10,600.00
neT oTHeR incoMe 10,600.00
net inCome  726,262.54

unaudited 
inCome statement

Fiscal Year 2012 – cash Basis

conTRiBuTions GiVen in MeMoRY oF…
 GLoRiA BYeRs  by stuart and susan Levine

 DR. iVAn L. BoYD by Robert G. and Martha Barnhardt

 A FRienD  by Bianca storlazzi

 JoHn HeiDeR  by donna luckey

 HAL Kunze  by Anonymous Donors, Bradford catt, Randall R. 
  and cathy Hafner, Aneta Hagenmaier, Darcy and 
  sheryl Kunze, carol F. Mundy, Mark A. Queen, 
  Delmar R. and Gloria M. salberg

 cRAiG MineR  by susan Miner

 THoMAs e. neLson  by D. Bruce and nancy Guy, M. sue Hopkins, 
  Peggy J. scally, cynthia M. Dorigan-slette

 BiLL WARD  by Lisa Harris, Patricia Hirsch, Linda Johnston, 
  Francis and christine Martin, Gary e. Tegtmeier, 
  cathryn e. Tortorici, Robert and Martha Ward

FuncTionAL BReAKDoWn oF KLT 
eXPenses FoR FiscAL YeAR 2011
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Friends

Conservers

Betty W. Alderson
Michael s. Almon
William and Margaret Arnold
Thomas F. Averill and Jeffrey Ann Goudie
Kelly Lee Barth
Aaron and Bonnie Blosser
George W. Byers
Michael and Laura calwell
Bradford catt
M.K. chance-Reay
Richard and Marjorie cole
Dennis and shirley Domer
cynthia M. Dorigan-slette
stephen n. and chris edmonds
Jill erickson
ernie and Phylis Fantini
Ruth H. Gennrich

Dale and Jacalyn L. Goetz
Donnis Graham
D. Bruce and nancy Guy
Randall R. and cathy Hafner
Aneta Hagenmaier
John B. and nancy B. Hiebert
M. sue Hopkins
James and catherine Hoy
William and Alicia Jennings
Jeanne M. Klein
Thomas and Linda Mccoy
sally McGee
Douglas W. and Linda F. McKay
carol F. Mundy
Dale e. nimz
elizabeth Patton

Gregory and Joan Pease
Dwight and Lavonne Platt
Rex Powell
Mark A. Queen
Merrill F. and Beulah M. Raber
Riley Family Foundation 
Delmar R. and Gloria M. salberg
David A. and Bernice B. schoneweis
scott schulte
Patrick suzeau and Muriel cohan
Julie Trowbridge-Alford and Arthur A. shaw
KT Walsh
Barbara L. Watkins
M.J. Willoughby
Jack Winerock and susan elkins
charles R. Wittig

List of Contributors to Kansas Land Trust
We extend our sincere gratitude and appreciation to the following KLT supporters who contributed to the

Kansas Land Trust between January 1, 2012 and December 31, 2012.  Your generosity supports KLT’s legacy, 
preserving over 16,000 acres of Kansas land to date.

Keepers

An Anonymous Donor 
Laura Aldrich-Wolfe and steven Travers  
David and Mary Kate Ambler
Victor and Kathryn Bailey
David Baird
Debra Baker
sondra Beverly and Kevin Ruland
Donald e. and Alleta Biggs
Gary J. and nancy L. Bjorge
Roger and Jan Boyd
Dennis J. Brown
caroljean  Brune and Bill Getz
eugenia Bryan
eugene and Pam carvalho
Paul caviness
Ginger G. chance
Lois e. clark
Peter and suzanne D. cohen
Frederick P. conboy
caitlin craig
Wakefi eld Dort, Jr.
Georgann eglinski and Ron schorr 
Hilda enoch
William and Ann Feyerharm
oliver and Rebecca Finney
Jeff Flottman and Lori engelmann
enell Foerster
craig and Jane Freeman
Roy and Marilyn Gridley
Lisa Harris
Jeannette Hierstein
James W. and sandra Hillesheim
Katherine J. Hoggard
John Howard and Betsy edmonds
Jean e. Hulbert
s. Wesley and Joan Jackson

David Johns and Deborah Junghans
Howell D. and carmen Y. Johnson
Paul D. Johnson
Donald A. and Alice Ann Johnston
Martin and Wendy Jones
nancy Jorn and stuart Beals
David and sharyn Katzman
Richard and sherry Kay
Ross Keeling
Joseph e. and Lucille c. King
Margo Kren
Matthew and Tandy Leinwetter
Robert and Joy Lominska
steve Lopes and Lois orth-Lopes
David A. and Barbara T. Lowenthal
susan Macnally
Janet e. Majure
Peter c.  Mancall and Lisa Bitel
Francis and christine Martin
Victoria Martin
Robert and Patricia Marvin
Anne M.  Marvin and Michael caron
H. Lee McGuire
Robert W. Melton
L. Keith and ocoee Lynn Miller
Mary P.  Miller and charles stansifer
susan Miner
Kent Montei
Frank norman and Joy deMaranville
carolyn J. otto
Dean c. Palos
Judith e. Parker
Gerald and Jeanne Pees
craig Phillips
zack and Peggy Pistora
Lisa Pool and Deron Belt

Paul D.  Post and Kay Kelly 
Laurance and Jo Price
John and Mary Beth Reese
Linda Akin Renner
Lauren W.  Ritterbush and Brad Logan
John and Valerie Roper
Jennifer Roth and Greg Rupp
stanley D. and Janet Roth
Wayne e. and Lou Ann sangster
Peggy J. scally
Larry M. and susan seitz
Albert R. and Jane B. sellen
Paul and Dorothea seymour
Arthur Alan shaw
John and Patricia shell
Larry and B.A. shepard
Ann B. simpson
John M.  simpson and sondra L. Goodman
Jack skeels
Arthur and chris smith
John M. and M. Patricia K. solbach
Jason M. and Lisa A. spangler
Madonna stallmann and Paul Weidhaas
steven stemmerman
orley R. and Toni Taylor
Kurt and Pennie H. von Achen
Water’s edge 
Alison M. Watkins
Alice Weis
Ronald R. and Dixie Lee West
Peter and Joan Whitenight
eugene R. and Mary Ann Wilson
Michael A. and nancy Windes
Barbara e. Withee
David Wristen

Philip R. and Gail V. Acuff
David and Helen M. Alexander
Anton and carol Andersen

Todd A. and Kathleen L. Aschenbach
Thomas and Mary elizabeth Atwood
Paul Bahnmaier

Diane Barker
Michael M. Beam
Daniel Bentley and Katherine Greene
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Caretakers

sustainers

stewards

guardian

Gregory and cynthia Abbott
Kenneth B. and Katie Hart  Armitage
Ron and Lisa Aul
William H. and Anna F. Busby
charlson & Wilson Bonded Abstracters
Marilyn s. clark
candice Davis
Julie B. elfving
elliott Family Foundation
Peter G. Ferrell
Tyler and sarah n. Harnett
J. Michael and Patti Hayden

intrust Bank
Linda Johnston
David and carol Kyner
Lawrence Fools’ Guild
Marsha and Richard Marshall
George F.and Marilyn B. Mccleary
sondra Mccoy
B. Ted Meadows and sara subtil
MeTA incorporated
Reece nichols/Wendy Foil
Reinhardt Financial services, inc.
Lee and Tandy Reussner

Michael e. and Kathleen Riordan
Rouse Hendricks German May
Thomas M. shields
Rick stein and Mary Howe
David and Linda stevens
suburban Lawn & Garden
Giles A. and Marianne Thompson
cathryn e. Tortorici
Leslie Tuttle
Laurie T. Ward
Robert  B. and Martha D. Ward
Molly Mead Wood

Michael D. and Donna L. Butler
Lynn Byczynski and Dan nagengast
David and catherine Hauber
Bruce L. and Lucinda Hogle

earl and susan iversen
Kelly Kindscher
Kohart Accounting
donna luckey

elizabeth B. A. Miller and William L. eakin
simpson Foundation
elaine st. James
Valerie F. Wright and simon Malo

Linda i. Bailey
Robert G. and Martha Barnhardt
G. Kenneth and Ann K. Baum
capital city Bank
Myrl L. Duncan
Burke W. Griggs and emily Hill
Douglas L. and shirley u. Hitt
Mark McGrory and Ginevera K. Moore
stinson Morrison Hecker Foundation
William n. and Martha Lee stueck
Gary e. Tegtmeier
Wilderness community education 
   Foundation
Donald e. and Beverley  Worster

Kansas Land Trust gratefully acknowledges these organizations 
which have provided grants for our work in 2012:

elizabeth schultz environmental Fund via douglas County Community Foundation

Land trust alliance

national Fish & Wildlife Foundation

u.s. department of the army

These companies have provided matching gifts to 
member contributions:

motorola matching gift Foundation

Pfi zer Foundation
Philip A. schrodt

Robert Buddemeier and Daphne G. Fautin
Robert J. and ellie Burkhart
Allan J. and Beth e. cigler
David and Barbara clark
George and Margaret coggins
Theda n. Davis
Daniel and Latane Donelin
Jason and Robin Dremsa
cathy Dwigans and Ray Wilber
Phyllis Farrar
M. Ruth Fine
Kent and Beth Regier Foerster
elizabeth Anne Fowler and Haskell springer
marci francisco and Joe Bickford
steven and cheri Graham
Lisa Jo Grossman
steven P. Hamburg and sara A. Barker
Alan c. and Phylis A. Hancock
saralyn Reece Hardy
Lori L. Heasty and John B. Patterson
stephen and Marcia Hannon Hill
Richard and susan Himes
Patricia Hirsch
Robert D. and Lynne W. Holt
John J. and Gloria J. Hood
Jeff Kennedy

Jennifer e. Kennedy
Jane Koger
Ann M. Kuether
Darcy and sheryl Kunze
Dennis D. and Kristine L. Lane
Jon e. and evelyn A. Larson
stephen and Harriet Lerner
stuart and susan Levine
Robert W. and Betty Lichtwardt
Paul and sandra Liechti
eleanor H. Lowe
Mark J. and Marialyce T. Maher
Douglas F. and elizabeth B. Martin
Ross e. and Margaret c. McKinney
carolyn Micek
Richard W. Mitchell
Lynn H. and carolyn nelson
Richard o’Kell
Gene M. and Judith L. olander
Lowell c. Paul and sheila Reynolds
David e. and Martha A. Pierce
Piersol Foundation, inc.
Galen Pittman
Daniel and Janice Poull
clifton and Deborah K. Pye
stanley and Teresa Rasmussen

Adam W. Rome and Robin G. schulze
Jean Rosenthal and David Kingsley
Harold F. and Melissa Rosson
sylvie Rueff and Glenn Garneau
sanders Products, inc. 
Webster and naoma schott
Richard and Martha seaton
sheila A. shockey
Diane Worthington simpson
Fred and Lilian six
Bruce c. and Leslie D. snead
eric A. and Mary Louise stahl
Jerry M. and ellen M. stauffer
John H. stauffer
Mary H. stauffer
Bianca storlazzi
Donald and Laura stull
sarah c. Trulove and James Woelfel  
Austin and Ruth Turney
Lynn and Marjorie VanBuren
Regis L. Vialle
chad and Joanna Voigt
Marian e. Warriner
Mike and Linda Wildgen
norman and Anne Yetman
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ALBeRTA BARKeR
by Diane Barker

sARAH & RAY DeAn
by Ann B. simpson

THe Fen FAMiLY
by Arthur A. shaw

FRAnK & LAuRA MoRo
by M. Ruth Fine

GWYn PoWeLL &
 AnDeR sMiTH
by Jill erickson

sARAH & DAViD 
TRoWBRiDGe-ALFoRD
by Julie Trowbridge-Alford

LAuRie WARD
by Ann B. simpson
Gary e. Tegtmeier

Robert and Martha Ward

MAYMe PeARL WARD
by Robert and Martha Ward

eLizABeTH WooD & 
zeesHAn MALiK

by Molly Mead Wood

BeVeRLeY & DonALD WoRsTeR
by Peter c. Mancall and Lisa Bitel

Leslie Tuttle

conTRiBuTions GiVen 
in HonoR oF… Party for A Kansas Bestiary:  

Meet Lisa, Doug, and Jake!
Sunday, April 7, 2013

Join us at KLT’s book release party to celebrate 
the publication of A Kansas Bestiary, the book 
everyone’s buzzing about. This gem of a book 
not only embodies the character and quiet glory 
of our prairies, but will help save them because 
the profi ts from the fi rst 1,000 copies sold will 
be donated to KLT by the book’s creators. Our 
afternoon will feature readings from the 
Bestiary by authors Doug Hitt and Jake Vail, 
plus an exclusive show and sale of Lisa Gross-
man’s original watercolors for this remark-
able book.  Enjoy light refreshments and wine 
with us from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m. at the Heritage 
Room of the Carnegie Building, 200 W. 9th 
Street, in Lawrence, KS. Please RSVP to Carol 
Huettner at 785-749-3297 or carol@klt.org by 
March 30th.

Conserving Land the 
Enjoyable Way:  

KLT’s Disc Golf Fundraiser
Saturday, October 12, 2013

How to conserve land and have fun while you’re at it?  Easy: set aside Saturday, 
October 12th for KLT’s Second Annual Disc Golf Tournament.  The event will 
be held again at Thornfi eld, the premier disc golf course of the Midwest, located 
on the Stueck Conservation Easement, protected by KLT since 2006.  Fourteen 
teams competed for terrifi c prizes at our inaugural tourney last year, while enjoy-
ing beautiful woodlands and the babbling Blue River.  We hope you will join this 
event as a sponsor, a player, or both. No matter which you choose, joining this 
event is a fresh way to see the fruits of your membership.

tHe WiLdFLoWer WaLK on tHe aKin Prairie~  
a tradition Continues

saturdaY, maY 25, 2013

enjoy a relaxing afternoon among family and friends while strolling on the Akin 
Prairie –one of the last remnants of native prairie in Douglas county.  Dr. Kelly 
Kindscher will again conduct this fun family outing.  His guided tour of native 
prairie fl owers is free and open to all.  The walk begins at 1:00 p.m. and con-
cludes about two hours later. We’re looking forward to seeing you, your family, 
and your friends for this annual walk on KLT’s very fi rst easement.
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My ritual walk takes me along sedate 
streets of comfortable houses, past Hillcrest 
Elementary School, for a stretch of Ninth 
Street with its rushing traffic, past 
the Jewish Community Center, by 
the Water Tower Park, and then 
home: not exactly a stroll in the 
country. However, the neighbor-
hood is full of wild life generated 
not only by Kansas University stu-
dents’ bizarre driving habits, but 
also most definitely by a diversity 
of trees, plants, and creatures. 

My eighty-six year-old neigh-
bor remembers when our street, University 
Drive, was once an unpaved dusty road 
with only two or three houses, and when the 
Water Tower Park was Carolyn Robinson’s 
cow pasture. Raspberries which she glee-
fully picked once grew wild and profusely 
here. She also remembers that the pin oak in 
my front yard has been here since she was a 
girl, that this great oak simply keeps rising 
and swelling, despite Weststar’s determina-
tion to trim back its profuse branches. On 
my walk I always pause to pay homage to 
a burr oak on Ninth Street, which must have 
been a seedling when Lawrence’s windmill 
was close by. Scattered over the sidewalk 
these days, its acorns are capped with little 
Afros, but its large, lobed leaves, so unlike 
my pin oak’s spikey leaves, lie scattered dull 

and browning. Further on, a massive cot-
tonwood dominates a yard on Highland, its 
bark deeply ridged. In the slightest wind, as 

I walk by, its heart-shaped leaves 
click and twirl like carnival toys. 
Today, many of these have turned 
a smooth, butter-yellow and have 
spun down from high overhead 
for me to pick up and admire. 
Along Highland, long honey lo-
cust seed pods lie sprawled on 
the sidewalks. Maples have red-
dened, glowing amongst the yel-
low ashes, walnuts, and hackber-

ries and setting this part of the neighborhood 
on fire. 

The owners of several houses along my 
walk have gardens. Soon after leaving my 
house, I pass the yard of a couple who, rak-
ing, hoeing, transplanting, and pruning, have 
arranged it as an ever unfinished three-di-
mensional quilt. In other seasons, theirs is a 
white garden quilt, with white peonies, white 
narcissus, white hydrangea, white redbuds, 
edged in green and now nourished by ash 
from their wood-burning stove. A few white 
roses bloom along their split-rail fence. Fur-
ther along is a garden, planted by a commer-
cial landscaper, where exotic grasses form 
clumps among the wood chips in competi-
tion with hardy red roses. It is apparent here 
how the drought sapped the shade-loving 

hosta, withering their leaves to crumpled 
tissue. Another garden is a tangle of lav-
ender, asters, sunflowers—native plants, 
sturdy, and clambering for sun through the 
drought, and only now beginning to droop. 
The Jewish Community Center has set up 
its blue and yellow Sukkot, decorated with 
hanging fruits and vegetables and celebrat-
ing the long Hebrew history of harvesting, 
and on the corner of Highland and Harvard, 
by Hillcrest School, a vegetable garden, laid 
out by the children with a little help from the 
Community Mercantile, occupies a triangle. 
A bold, round sign promotes “Growing Gar-
dens, Growing Food.” Carrots and cucum-
bers harvested, leafy rows of spinach remain 
intact, while the squash vines are running 
rampant across the dark earth.

Some years ago, a pair of barred owls 
claimed the top of the water tower, and I look 
for them even now. One recent evening I saw 
deer calmly grazing on the lawn of one of 
the neighborhood’s more stately homes, and 
on occasion, walking my route, I have en-
countered a fox—he, just turning the corner 
ahead of me, twitching his tail, or standing, 
as astonished to see me as I him, wonder-
ing what I was doing on his turf. Although 
I know I share the neighborhood with rac-
coons and possums as a member from one 
of these tribes has been playing havoc with 
my trash can these past few weeks, I don’t 
expect to see these nocturnal associates on 
my daytime walk. As usual this afternoon, I 
encounter squirrels galore and cats, lounging 
beneath cars, sleeping among chrysanthe-
mums, trailing me for a while along the side-
walk. I am also surprised by a scarlet-eyed 
Cooper’s hawk flying up before me, sure 
sign that cold temperatures have arrived, 
that good snacking on small birds is possible 
at neighborhood feeders. The hawk flapped 
and glided, paused to flap and glide again. 
Squirrels scurried out of his way, but as he 
seemed to be leading me back home, I was 
glad not to be out on the cold Kansas River.

[senses oF PLAce] 

WALKING THE NEIGHBORHOOD:

Central Lawrence, 
Early Fall, Late Afternoon

eLizABeTH 
scHuLTz

The plan for the weekend was to join the Friends of the Kaw canoeing and 

kayaking to a sandbar, looming larger in the river than in other years because 

of the summer’s drought. I was intending not only to enjoy sleeping with river 

sounds lapping in my ear, but also to write about the river for “Senses of Place” 

from a new perspective. However, as temperatures continued to drop, the river 

journey and the sandbar sleep-out had to be postponed. Out walking on my famil-

iar neighborhood route instead of traveling down the river, it came with relief to 

realize that I could write about this neighborhood through which I journey daily, 

noting almost phenologically the changes generated by seasons and weather. 
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Kansas Land Trust Preserves Flint Hills 
Ranches via Partnership with Fort Riley 

BY BEVERLEY WORSTER 

Several years ago, the Kansas Land Trust envisioned an ambitious 

goal: to protect the heart of the Kansas Flint Hills, the remaining 

770,000 acres of rolling tallgrass prairie. 

The book The Nature of Kansas Lands 
notes that the tall grass prairie ecosystem, 
once stretching from Manitoba down to 
Texas, has shrunk from 140 million acres 
to less than 5 million acres today. Although 
Kansas holds about 80 percent of all tall
grass prairie remaining in North America, 
less than 20 percent of the original tallgrass 
prairie in Kansas survives. Much of that 
remnant is found in the Flint Hills. 

In contrast with KLT's earlier conser
vation easements, this new goal aimed to 
protect a very large landscape, with many 
owners. KLT also committed to protecting 
not only land, but the way of life fostered 
by these open, varied, and productive land
scapes. Fortified with ambition and a dedi
cated core of loyal members, KLT sought 
out additional partners to realize the goal 
of protecting this irreplaceable land from 

unrestrained development. 
The US Army did not initially seem to be 

a likely partner for our conservation efforts, 
but KLT soon learned how very helpful the 
US Army could be. Through its Army 
Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB) Program, 
the Army provides resources to local enti
ties for the purpose of protecting natural 
resources and wildlife habitat. 

For KLT, this partnership has been a very 
successful tool for saving the tallgrass prai
ries of the Flint Hills. To date, KLT has 
used conservation funds provided by the 
army to protect in perpetuity 17 parcels to
taling 11,299 acres. 

"Fort Riley's partnership with Kansas 
Land Trust through ACUB looks forward 
to the installation's continued presence 
here by addressing potential development 
that may otherwise lead to incompatible 
uses threatening future military/training 
missions," notes Jeff Keating, who is the 
Partnerships Biologist in charge of the 
ACUB program at Fort Riley. "Fort Ri
ley's partnership with KLT illustrates how 
organizations with seemingly divergent 
interests can find common ground and, 
through their collective efforts, achieve re
sults far greater than either could have ac
complished individually. Preserving lands 
of natural, cultural and historic value meets 

KLT's mission while allowing Fort Riley to 
meet its mission of fully training soldiers 
who are to be sent in harm's way." 

Landowners benefit from this partner
ship as well. In 2006, Jane Laman was the 
first landowner to complete an easement 
via this program. She says the major ben
efit of conserving her land with KLT and 
the ACUB Program is "keeping the town 
out of the country." Her 289-acre easement 
forever protects native tall grass prairie and 
soils of statewide importance in the north
ern Flint Hills. 

Six weeks later, Carolyn Otto completed 
an easement under the ACUB program, 
saying it "was the right thing to do and I 
would do it again." Her son, Chris, a civil
ian employee at the Fort, encouraged Caro
lyn to look into an easement very early. The 
Otto Easement now shields 63 acres of na
tive tall grass prairie from development. 

The following year three more landown
ers chose to protect their tallgrass prairie 
and rich bottom land soils by working with 
KLT via the ACUB program. The Kunze 
family was one of those landowners; they 
protected 630 acres in the northern Flint 
Hills. When when this easement was 
completed, Hal Kunze remarked that KLT 
showed him how an easement would al
low him "to own the land, preserve it in its 
natural state, and still use it for profit." Son 
Darcy agrees, and continues to operate the 
Kunze ranch, knowing that the land he is 
ranching now will forever retain its natural, 

continued on page 3 
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[DIRECTOR'S OUTLOOK] 

Symphony Highlights Flint Hills' History 

K ansas Land Trust is pleased to be a part of the 8th Annual Symphony in the Flint 

Hills, which will take place on June 15,2013 at the home of one ofKLT's most sig

nificant partners, the Fort Riley Anny base. KLT representatives will be on hand at this 

event and will speak at a panel on conservation easements and their role at FOlt Riley. 

Since 2005, KLT has partnered with Fort Ri
ley to preserve over 11,000 acres of native prai
rie, forests, and working farmland in the area 
surrounding the Fort. This partnership grew out 
of a very successful program known as the Army 
Compatible Use Buffer Program. The ACUB 
Program works to protect farm, forest and ranch 
lands around military bases to help secure the 
perimeter of these bases and provide a buffer be
tween residential and commercial development 
and the military installation. 

This fruitful partnership has reaped many ben
efits. Through the ACUB Program, Fort Riley 
provides funding to KLT to purchase conserva
tion easements on lands surrounding the Army 
base. KLT uses the funds provided through the 
ACUB Program to pay willing landowners 
for the purchase of the conservation easement. 
This funding provides critical support to Kan
sas farmers and rural economies. Landowners 
participate in the program on a purely voluntary 
basis; those who sell a conservation easement to 
KLT rest assured that their land is protected from 
unwanted development - forever. And the mili
tary benefits by sustaining its mission of mili
tary training and testing at the Fort Riley base 
without concern that its activities might disturb 
neighbors around the base. Another important 
goal of the ACUB Program is the protection 
of declining species, such as the greater prairie 
chicken, by conserving high-value native habitat 
around the Army base. 

Steeped in history and strategically situated in 
the midst of beautiful native prairie, Fort Riley 
will provide symphony goers with a variety of 
historical sites to explore and activities to enjoy. 

Concertgoers are invited to visit the Cavalry 
Museum, the 1st Infantry Division Museum, St. 
Mary's Chapel and the historic Main Post Cha
pel. Guided tours of historic living quarters will 
give visitors a sense of home life at Fort Riley. 

Clay Nauman, DPTMS Operations Officer at 
Fort Riley, relayed the excitement over the sym
phony event, stating, "We value the opportunity 
to showcase this amazing concert which has a 

history as rich as Fort Riley and one that affords 
our soldiers and their family members the op
portunity to share time with their neighbors and 
heighten our collective appreciation of the Flint 
Hills." 

Of course, the highlight of the day will be the 
performance by the Kansas City Symphony. 
Marty White, who chairs the Board of Direc
tors of the Symphony in the Flint Hills, said that 
the idea of hosting the event at Fort Riley came 
about at an earlier performance, where represen
tatives of Fort Riley had been invited as guests. 
When the Fort Riley guests were introduced, 
they were greeted with a standing ovation from 
the crowd. "It was a very emotional moment," 
according to White, "which brought home the 
strong connection between our culture, our his
tory and the role that Fort Riley has played in 
the Flint Hills throughout the years. The idea of 
holding the symphony at Fort Riley just took off 
from there." 

The June 15th concert will reflect the spirit of 
the Flint Hills and Fort Riley through a musical 
journey that evokes images of the landscape, 
westward expansion and the history of the re
gion. A day at Fort Riley, culminating with the 
8th Annual Symphony in the Flint Hills, will 
give visitors an unforgettable experience imbued 
in the history and culture of our state as well as 
a greater appreciation for the vital role that our 
natural landscape has played in Kansans ' lives, 
both past and present. 
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[SENSES OF PLACE] 

Spring Creeps In: 
Mid-Afternoon, Late April, Douglas County 

We'd had too much of snow. It came once, and then again, and then again, 
and when it came for the fOUlth time at the end of April, I felt enough 

compensation had been made for the drought. Perhaps not. But the cold clutch
ing the land, just as buds were unclenching, seemed unkind. Having spent the 
previous week suffering with the nation the trauma of explosions in Boston and 
West, Texas, I wanted to leave the news and discover tenderness in the land. 

I headed west toward Lecompton, hoping 
to pick up the old road paralleling the Kan
sas River, but turned too soon onto a gravel 
road marked by a wiggling arrow and a 
sign proclaiming, "Low Maintenance. Pro
ceed with Caution." I moseyed along with 
the windows down and let spring in, the air 
cool and clear. Small green fields flowed 
down to the road. Cows were munching 
up against the back woods, while their 
calves lay scattered in the fields. The fields 

watch its broad swath through the trees. 
Its opposite shore seemed remote. Re
cent moisture had surely contributed to its 
steady surge. Yet, the prevalence of sand
bars in the river suggested that the drought 
retained its imprint. Emerging from the 
river like long, lean swimmers, the sand
bars are the river 's creatures, scaled by the 
river's currents. Their muscular ripples are 
the river's own. They gather what the river 
gathers: driftwood, the dead bodies offish 

and birds, trash galore. But these 
sandbars also belong to the land, 
serving as way stations for gulls, 
ducks, Canada geese, herons. 

I stop and listen. A palimpsest 
of sounds spreads out against the 
silence of the day: the ceaseless 

were soon absorbed by the woods. 
Hackberry, honey locust, oak, and 
walnut trees groped up banks pad
ded with moss and kept in place 
by limestone ridges. Here and 
there was a dash of chartreuse 
leafing, the blush of a redbud. As I 
twisted and turned along the road, 
a clearing opened where thick 
grass was ornamented with daf

ELIZABETH mutter of the river, the rustle of 
SCHULTZ the horsetail reeds, the geese's 

fodils, which, having outlived both home 
and homesteader, seemed garish, showing 
off the splendor of their survival. I became 
aware of a network of brooks scissoring 
their way through limestone and thickets, 
dashing down over rocks and whetting my 
appetite for running water. 

Eventually I reached the two-lane black
top, locally known as the Farmer's Turn
pike, and after passing swaths of magenta 
henbit and flamboyant dandelions, encoun
tered the sign for "Scenic River Road." I re
alized I had been meandering on land like 
the very river I had been seeking. But here 
moseying and meandering became reduced 
to dawdling. Leaving the car, I crossed the 
railroad tracks accompanying the river to 

I 

conversational honking from a 
sandbar mid-river; close by the precise 
song of a cardinal intersected by a chicka
dee's repetition of its name. When, out of 
stillness, blasts the stacktrain: an engine 
pulling car after car, each loaded up with 
cargo containers. Rolling, iron wheels 
against iron rails, this machine in the gar
den barrels through the mesh of woods, 
through the day's multivalent sounds, 
bearing stuff somewhere, everywhere. And 
then it is gone, leaving me in a momentary 
vacuum, waiting for the return, one by one, 
of the signifying noises of this river. Tur
key buzzards float among the clouds, their 
shadows intersecting soundlessly below on 
the swept sandbar in the river in front of 
me. I know these birds see far more than I. 

PARTNERSHIP 
continued from page 1 

agricultural, and open space condition. 
Landowners' interest in protecting 

their native land has continued to grow, 
both geographically and in the number 
of acres preserved. KLT now protects 
1,250 acres of native prairie and ripar
ian areas just west of Tuttle Creek Res
ervoir. Landowner Bob Haines and his 
family were intent upon protecting the 
natural environment in this portion of 
Riley County, which they were able to 
do in 2009 thanks to the ACUB Program 
and KLT. Having worked hard to im
prove the natural wildlife habitat on his 
land, Bob is happy to report that there 
are plenty of deer and quail roaming this 
protected area. Just recently, he even 
spotted prairie chickens! "Sometimes," 
Bob says, people "worry too much about 
what they might be giving up, but for us 
the decision to have a conservation ease
ment was a no-brainer." 

Rod Moyer has also completed ease
ments on three large parcels of his ranch
lands, benefitting the Army, the prairie, 
and KLT's conservation efforts. Over 
6,000 acres of vital wildlife habitat in 
Geary County are now preserved, thanks 
to Rod's participation in the ACUB pro
gram via KLT. "Easements are forever," 
Rod says. "The challenge is to balance 
the freedom to change and the need to 
conserve what we have." The Kansas 
Land Trust agrees, and feels confident 
that so long as both the landowners and 
the land trust maintain a cooperative ap
proach that is flexible enough to act in 
the best interest of the land, together we 
will deliver the natural treasure of the 
Flint Hills to each future generation. 

These real-life examples show the 
power of the formula that works for Kan
sas lands: people + places + partnership 
= preservation. KLT applauds those who 
have chosen to make the Flint Hills their 
home and to preserve the land they love 
for the generations that will follow. We 
can all be proud of the hands, hearts, and 
minds that have joined together to pro
tect and preserve the best that the heart
land has to offer. 

DON'T FORGET: Join us for KLT's Disc Golf Tournament Fundraiser October 12, 20131 
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