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In Remembrance 
KL T notes with sadness the 

recent passing of two dedicated 
members. Hal Kunze, of Riley 
County, cherished his family 
land. One of Hal's legacies is 
the Kunze Easement, which 
protects 630 acres of tallgrass 
prairie north of Manhattan. KLT 
also remembers the many con
tributions Lance Burr has given 
over his lifetime. One of these 
gifts was Lance's donation of 
a 313-acre conservation ease
ment in Jefferson County. 

The Board and staff of KL T 
extend our condolences to the 
families of Hal Kunze and Lance 
Burr. We are honored to pre
serve and protect the Kansas 
lands they have bequeathed 
as their legacies to the future of 
Kansas. 

KLT Member Recommends: A Kansas Bestiary 
by lake Vail and Doug Hitt; Lisa Grossman, illustrator 

I confess that be
fore 2013 I had nev
er read a bestiary or 
knew what this word 
meant ("a collec
tion of descriptions 
of real or imaginary 
animals"; this genre 
dates back to the 
Middle Ages), but 
now I am hooked. I devoured A Kansas 
Bestiary and am now searching the Inter
net and local library for other bestiaries. 

This bestiary, arranged in alphabetical 
order, includes short essays and watercol
or portraits of 15 different Kansas species, 
including the badger, boreal chorus frog, 
ornate box turtle, coyote and other notable 
creatures. As I read this book, I felt as if 
the various animals and birds in the illus
trations were watching me. The intensity 
of their eyes is disconcerting. 

Driving through the Flint Hills with 
a friend on a beautiful spring day many 
years ago, I saw my first scissor-tailed 

flycatcher. This sighting may have been 
as close to heaven as I'll ever get. The 
adults, whose tails are much longer than 
their bodies, are "magnificent in still life 
and utterly graceful in motion ... " What 
a treat to see! 

As I write this review, spring has finally 
arrived, daylight is expanding at dawn and 
dusk, and birds are migrating north. I'll 
put my copy of A Kansas Bestiary in my 
jacket pocket and head out to the woods 
to observe these wonderful creatures with 
fresh perspectives. This is a fine book for 
anyone who loves nature and roaming the 
land with incredible beasts. 

Publication of A Kansas Bestiary was 
funded with support from the Douglas 
County Community Foundation's Eliza
beth Schultz Environmental Fund, and 
proceeds from its sales will benefit KLT. 

To order your copy of A Kansas Besti
ary, visit their Facebook page at facebook. 
com/akansasbestiary or call Carol at the 
KLT office at 785-749-3297. 

Reviewed by Barbara Watkins 
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KLT FOUNDING MEMBER 
RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE 
TO THE PEOPLE OF KANSAS 

Kelly Kindscher, a founding mem-
ber of the Kansas Land Trust, its 
former president and 20-year KL T 
board member, has been selected to 
receive the coveted Steeples Award 
for exemplary service to the people of 
Kansas. Kindscher is a KU courtesy 
professor of environmental studies 
and ecology and evolutionary biology, 
and has served the state of Kansas 
for more than 20 years as a voice for 
the environment of Kansas, especially 
its plants and prairies. Kindscher, who 
is also a senior scientist at the Kansas 
Biological Survey, has always focused 
on public education and engagement 
in his work, whether speaking to city 
and community groups, leading walks 
introducing Kansans to native plants 
and prairies or providing environ
mental advice across the state. The 
Kansas Land Trust is indebted to him 
for his steadfast support for the goals 
of the organization. 
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KLT Protects the Red Buffalo Ranch 
and Gains a New Partner 

BY BEVERLEY WORSTER 

After more than a year of complicated legal work, site visits, 

and negotiations, KLT has completed a permanent easement 

to protect the 4,700 acre Red Buffalo Ranch, located in Chautauqua 

County in southeast Kansas. Situated 100 miles SE of Wichita and 

40 miles NW of Bartlesville, Oklahoma, the ranch lies in a stretch of 

the Flint Hills that is on developers' radar. The Red Buffalo Ranch 

easement is KLT's 53rd protected property, and raised our total acres 

protected to more than 22,000. 

Historically this beautiful ranch, with 
a river running through it and acres of 
grass on rolling hills interrupted by rocky 
bluffs and tree-lined ravines, has been de
voted almost exclusively to cattle ranch
ing. KIT's Director of Conservation Jerry 
Jost describes it as "a significant expanse 
of contiguous tall grass prairie, riparian 
corridors, scenic views and . .. habitat for 
greater prairie-chickens." It is an oasis 
with only two narrow gravel roads bisect
ing the property and no public roads. 

Photo courtesy of Red Buffalo Ranch 

Owner Bill Kurtis, well-known broad
caster and documentary host, grew up in 
Independence, Kansas, and later bought 
the ranch because he loved the quiet, nat
ural setting that reminded him of similar 
landscapes he admired in Africa. In a 
Sunflower Journeys TV segment, he said, 
"It is as quiet, as peaceful, and as medi
tative as any place I have been. I sort of 
found a 'spiritual center' here." 

This easement was purchased through a 
mitigation program funded by the owner 

Photo by Jerry Jost, Kansas Land Trust 

and developer of the Caney River Wind 
Project in Elk County. The Caney River 
wind farms were constructed on land 
leased from 15 landowners, taking 150 
acres out of production over an area of 
farm and ranchland that totaled 14,000 
acres. The National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF) was given the task 
of managing the mitigation funds and des
ignating a land trust as a partner to iden
tifY and purchase conservation easements 
to "promote wildlife and grassland con
servation" in Kansas. The KLT staff was 
interviewed and selected to serve as this 
partner. 

Not everyone shares the same feelings 
about whether wind farms are a positive 
or negative addition to the landscape. By 

continued on page 2 
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engaging in this easement work, KLT is not 
declaring that it favors or opposes wind farms. 
Our mission is to protect land through legal 
restrictions described and made permanent in 
an easement document. KLT provides an es
sential service: we bring professional, highly 
trained experts to evaluate and map significant 
land for its natural, historical, or ecological 
importance or its agricultural or recreational 
use. We create a scientific record of its current 
condition, and guide all the parties involved 
through the legal processes of negotiating and 
finalizing a conservation agreement with the 
landowner. Then we monitor that land every 
year to make sure the conservation tenn s ofthe 
easement are never violated. Changes in own
ership of the land do not change or remove the 
easement. 

Personal opinions about wind farms aside, 

KLT members should be gratified that NFWF 
selected KLT as their designated land trust for 
this entire mitigation project because it is a 
recognition of the outstanding level of profes
sionalism of our organization. Our easements 
are designed and intended to last forever. We 
cannot be so sure that wind farms can match 
that promise. 

This partnership for purchasing conserva
tion easements also means that KLT will be es
pecially busy over the next few years. We cur
rently have seven more large properties lined 
up for conservation easements: five are located 
in the heart of the Flint Hills, and the other two 
are very close by. 

Note: You can view the entire Suriflower 
Journeys segment on our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.comlkansaslandtrust. Scroll 
down to the entry for August 14, 2013. 

MEMBERS KNOW AND TRUST KLT 
BY SUSAN IVERSEN 

In September, KL T surveyed our members, 
requesting your thoughts on our performance, 
why you are a member, and what kind of 
events and information you want us to provide 
for you. 25% of you responded (high for this 
sort of survey), and overall results were clear: 
members' hearts are strong for KL T's conser
vation mission. 

A striking number of you have supported 
KL T's mission for years: almost 40% have 
been member/donors for over 10 years and 
another 18% for 7 to 9 years. Just as impor
tant' more than 40% of respondents have 
joined the cause in the last 6 years. Adding 
new, perhaps younger (we didn't ask your 
age) members is crucial since we promise to 
guard our easements forever. 

We also found that, like the transporting 
music of the Symphony in the Flint Hills, 
members' motives for joining KL T sounded a 
conservation melody of deep love for our prai
ries and woodlands and belief in the necessity 
of preserving them in perpetuity. Many also 
noted that within our particular legal system 
and culture, permanent conservation ease
ments are a wonderful tool for open space 
preservation. 

It probably won't surprise you to learn that 

KL T members do not want mugs or stuffed 
animals as incentives to donate. Almost all 
stated that the benefit of membership was 
satisfaction in "doing the right thing" by "con
tributing to the conservation of unique, irre
placeable pieces of Kansas for future genera
tions." A group photo of KL T members should 
appear in the dictionary under altruism. 

Some of you offered your skills to help us, 
but since the survey was anonymous, we 
can't contact you! Please get in touch with 
us by calling the office (785-749-3297) and 
leaving your name and number. We need 
help with outreach activities and a variety of 
other items. 

Finally, almost 70% of members first heard 
about KL T from family or friends; another 18% 
attended an event. So here is an easy, effec
tive way for you to boost KLT: talk about us to 
everyone you know. Tell your circle of friends 
about our events -- the Disc Golf Tournament, 
the Community Supper, or bird/wildflower 
walks. Pass the word about new easements, 
like the spectacular Red Buffalo Ranch. Send 
folks to our updated website, www.klt.org . 
We thank you so much for responding to 
the survey, but especially for your past and 
continuing years of dedicated support. 
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[SENSES OF PLACE] 

In( to) Linn County 
Mid-Day, Early October 

We traveled beneath a dome of transparent blue. No clouds disturbed this 

blue over blue. Only the occasional hawk or turkey vulture, catching an 

invisible draft, scribbled briefly across it which then seemed to dissolve. On 

either side of the road, fields after fields of soybean, mi 10, and com spread out in 

a diversity of textured pattern, depending on whether they had been harvested, 

were being harvested, or were soon-to-be harvested. We passed machines rum

bling at work in the fields but few cars. The uncut soybeans and a few scattered 

sunflowers waved yellow, signifying seasonal change, but the horizon rising 

beyond the fields was still massed with dense green. Clusters of cattle grazed 

on rolling green range, and borrow ponds caught the light and threw it back, 

sparkling: summer's heat and winter's chill were memories. 

Our road began to lead us up and down 
hills. On a crest we could see it winding be
low us, curving out of sight into grasslands 
and dense woodlands. Bluestem had started 
to redden, and sugar maples were beginning 
to take on autumn's rouge, its rich 
gold brocade. Twice the piercing 
aroma of skunk seeped into the 
car. Now here was the small tux
edoed body, casually tossed off 
alongside the road. We came at 
last down and around into Mound 

Indiana and to walk the "Trail of Death" to 
Kansas. 

We asked someone pulling out ofthe park
ing lot for directions to the mission site. We 
asked again at the convenience store across 

the street, and then once more as 
we stopped to admire a centenary 
mulberry tree. "Just five miles out 
of town." "Go along seven miles, 
you can't miss the sign." Look
ing for the shrine and mission, we 
crossed over Sugar Creek twice, 

City. Behind the food store's park
ing lot, fitted snugly into a hillside, 

ELIZABETH but with no signs on our rolling 
SC H U L TZ road, we stopped again. Trucks and 

was the city's historical park, a het
erogeneous collection of nineteenth- and 
early twentieth-century buildings, includ
ing a small, windowless, pre-Civil War fort, 
still standing sturdily, and a cabin made 
of persimmon tree logs, sinking into the 
earth. But we had more winding paths to 
take before finding the shrine to Saint Rose 
Philippine Duchesne and the Sugar Creek 
Mission site, which was the destination of 
more than 800 Potowatomie Indians, who 
in 1838 had been forced by the Indian Re
moval Act to leave their homes in northern 

cars were parked outside a grange, 
its door tied open. One truck was loaded up 
with barrels of walnuts, evidently picked 
from a nearby tree which had many more 
still dangling like ornaments from its leaf
less limbs. We approached the door and 
hollered our "Hellos," but no answer was 
forthcoming, and we set off on again on our 
own trail. 

Discovering the appropriate marker at 
last, we turned off the two-lane blacktop 
and meandered for five more miles along 
a narrow gravel road, crossing Sugar Creek 

two more times. Stopping the car on a nar
row bridge, I got out to look down between 
the creek's steep banks into its dark water, 
where leaves from nearby trees- wil
low and maple-drifted and eddied on 
its opaque surface, and to consider how 
many creatures had made their way here 
to drink. On either side of the road were 
derelict houses, insisting on "No Trespass
ing," set against woods and scattered fields 
of soybeans, milo, and shining grasses. 
Butterflies-stray Monarchs still feeling 
their way back to Mexico, sulfurs and 
whites tumbling together-agitated the 
air as we drove on, not knowing where we 
were headed. A creature humping its way 
across the road brought us to a stop: low 
and black, a flat tail, neither groundhog nor 
skunk. Only an online check convinced me 
this was surely a beaver, up from the creek, 
headed for woods where there would be 
good lumber for the clan's winter home on 
the creek. 

Reaching our destination, we drove past 
a cell-phone tower and through a gateway, 
more like a fort, than a mission. As the road 
led through the sanctuary, placards told the 
story of the Potowatamies, who were driv
en across Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri 
into Kansas, with many of them dying en 
route, many of them children. Those who 
survived were assisted by St. Philippine, 
who arrived at the mission in 1841. Even
tually, before the mission burned in 1848 
and the government forced them to move 
again, over 600 ofthese people, still suffer
ing from the march, died and were buried 
in the fields above Sugar Creek and on its 
banks. Standing by the seven tall wooden 
crosses, where their names are inscribed, 
we felt the dome of the sky, now streaked 
with silver, move toward evening. 

THE COMMUNITY SUPPER RETURNS: SAVE THE DATE! 

The KLT Community Supper is scheduled for Sunday, February 16, 2014, from 6-9 p.m. at the Carnegie Library Building, 9th & 
Vermont Streets, in Lawrence, KS. It will feature a catered dinner, followed by a talk by Josh Svaty, the new Vice President of The 
Land Institute. Let's welcome him to Lawrence and hear about the latest developments. Watch for an invitation soon. We look 
forward to seeing all our loyal members for a fun and informative evening! 
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CONNECT THE PEOPLE YOU LOVE 
TO THE LAND YOU LOVE. 

Give them the gift of A Kansas Bestiary - 15 
portraits in word and image offering fantastic 
yet true-to-life views of our contemporary wild 
neighbors. 

Winner of the 2013 Kansas Notable Book 
Award , available in soft or hard cover. 

Proceeds benefit Kansas Land Trust's con
servation efforts. 

Easy ordering at kansasbestiary@gmail.com. 

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Topeka, KS 
Permit No. 9 

WATCH YOUR MAIL --

Membership renewal time is just 
over the horizon. You may renew 
your membership with your tax-de
ductible donation to KLT. For current 
members, consider an additional con
tribution to support land conservation. 
Please be as generous as you can; 
consider giving something extra "in 
memory of' or "in honor of' a friend 
or family member. 
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[DiRecToR’s ouTLooK]

Conserved Lands Pass the 22,000 Acre Mark

As Kansas Land Trust members and 
supporters know, land conservation 

efforts are a long-term undertaking. Yet 
progress is marked on a yearly basis, and 
in 2013 KLT was pleased to conserve an 
additional 5,249 acres of treasured Kansas 
land, bringing the total land preserved by 
KLT to over 22,000 acres.  The photos be-
low capture the beauty and essence of the 

four properties newly protected by KLT.  
On a broader scale these new easements 
are representative of the diversity of habitat 
KLT now preserves, as well as the contri-
butions that land conservation brings to the 
economic and cultural richness of our state.  
Plans are moving forward for the protec-
tion of an additional 8,000 acres in Kansas 
in the next 15 months.  It is only through the 

support of our many 
members, partners 
and benefactors that 
we are able to make 
such big conservation 
dreams a reality.

“ We see our easement as a partnership between conservation and cattle ranching, 
and proof that the two can co-exist.  It’s a benefit for the rancher and certainly for 

preserving the tallgrass prairie that we all love.”  --BiLL KuRTis, oWneR, ReD BuffALo RAnch

“

TOP LEFT: John Bond and his faithful friend Shooter enjoy the scenic views of Milford Lake from their land, now protected by a conservation 
easement with KLT.  This 106-acre upland prairie has an abundance of wildlife habitat with several wildlife food plots. TOP RIGHT: The Moyer 
4 easement protects 180 acres of upland tallgrass prairie and prime farmland in Geary County. Sections of the prairie have quality prairie 
indicators such as purple coneflower, lead plant, compass plant, and Nuttall’s sensitive-briar. BOTTOM LEFT: Protection of farmland is a high 
priority for KLT, and the Hamilton easement protects 276 acres of prime farmland in Douglas County. This property includes 200 acres of prime 
soils and an important forested riparian buffer along the Kansas River. BOTTOM RIGHT: KLT was pleased to work with well-known TV news 
anchorman Bill Kurtis to conserve 4,687 acres of tallgrass prairie in Chautauqua County on his Red Buffalo Ranch. Bill’s daughter, Mary Kurtis, 
manages the ranch and the grass-fed beef operation that these expansive grasslands support.
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UnaUdited income and 
expense statement

fiscal Year 2013  -- cash basis

ordinary income & expense
 INCOME:
  CONTRIBuTIONS $  72,969
  FEE FOR SERVICE INCOME 196,811
  GRaNT INCOME 1,000
  INTEREST INCOME 1,939
  EVENTS REVENuE 9,523
  uNCaTEGORIzED INCOME 425
  ReLeAse of sTeWARDship funDs 21,200

 total ordinary income $ 303,867

 expense:
  PROMOTION & aDVERTISING $      535
  aCCOuNTING & PROFESSIONaL FEES 13,831
  BaNK FEES 187
  CONFERENCES & TRaINING 1,909
  DuES, SuBSCRIPTIONS, FEES 5,335
  EVENTS 2,401
  INDEPENDENT CONTRaCTORS 4,875
  BuSINESS INSuRaNCE 5,223
  LoBBYing 212
  MEaLS 852
  MISCELLaNEOuS 134
  OFFICE SuPPLIES 1,007
  INFORMaTION TECHNOLOGy 7,094
  PERSONNEL 177,250
  posTAge 1,886
  PRINTING 15,524
  RENT & OCCuPaNCy 12,142
  TELEPHONE 1,695
  TITLE & CLOSING COSTS 509
  TRaVEL 4,913
  uTiLiTies 1,226
  sTeWARDship expenses 1,488
  EaSEMENT PREaCquISITION ExPENSES 41,061
  EaSEMENT CLOSING COSTS 5,907

 total ordinary expense $ 307,194
 net ordinary income/loss $     -3,327

other income & expense
 OTHER INCOME:
  EaSEMENT PuRCHaSE FuNDS $ 336,335
  STEwaRDSHIP FuND – RESTRICTED 97,710

 total other income $ 434,045

 other expense:
  EaSEMENTS $ 417,540
  RELEaSE OF RESTORaTION FuNDS 9,573
  ReLeAse of sTeWARDship funDs 21,200

 total other expense $ 448,313

 net other income/loss $  -14,268

NET INCOME/LOSS $  -17,595

1%

18%

81%

94%

1%

5%

2011

2012

UnaUdited Balance sheet
at December 31, 2013 – cash basis

assets 
  cuRRenT AsseTs 
  CaPITaL CITy BaNK CHECKING $   19,457
  CaPITaL CITy BaNK OPERaTING RESERVE 51,737
  CaPITaL CITy BaNK MONEy MaRKET 402,112
  INTRuST BaNK CD 125,340
  INTRuST BaNK CD 100,272
  peTTY cAsh 11
  INVESTMENTS 32,355
  total: cUrrent assets $ 731,284

 Fixed assets 
 COMPuTER EquIPMENT 6,699
 COMPuTER EquIPMENT DEPRECIaTION -5,039
 TOTaL: FIxED aSSETS $     1,659
 total assets $ 732,943
 
liaBilities & eQUity 
  LiABiLiTies $       0
 total: cUrrent liaBilities $       0

 eQUity 
 FuND: uNRESTRICTED 79,873
 FuND: TEMPORaRILy RESTRICTED 670,665
  NET INCOME/LOSS1 -17,595
 total: eQUity $ 732,943

total liaBilities & eQUity $ 732,943
1Net Income/Losses include expenditures of temporarily restricted funds earmarked specifically 
for land stewardship and restoration activities that were completed in 2013 as a part of KLT’s 
mission of land conservation.

program services

management and general

FUndraising

Kansas land trUst Financial statements

FUnctional BreaKdown oF 
Klt’s operating expenses
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Friends

conservers

Keepers

Michael almon
David and Mary Kate ambler
Frank and Betty Baron
Aaron and Bonnie Blosser
Eugenia Bryan
Laura calwell
Michael and Rena Clodfelter
Kim forehand
Ruth gennrich

J.g. and Arden glenn
Donnis graham
James and Catherine Hoy
Carol Leffl er
Thomas and Linda McCoy
Sally McGee
elizabeth patton
Gregory and Joan Pease

Bruce Plenk
Bill & Erma Riley Family Foundation
Bianca storlazzi
sarah Trulove and James Woelfel
KT Walsh
Barbara watkins
curtis and elisabeth White
M.J. willoughby

David and helen Alexander
Thomas and Mary Elizabeth atwood
Joseph Bartels
Kelly Barth
Daniel Bentley and Katherine Greene
Sondra Beverly and Kevin Ruland
Deborah Borek
william and anna Busby
Allan and Beth cigler
George and Margaret Coggins
Dale and pamela Darnell
candice Davis
Evelyn Davis
Dennis and Shirley Domer

wakefi eld Dort, Jr.
Cathy Dwigans and Ray wilber
stephen and chris edmonds
Kent and Beth Regier foerster
Elizabeth ann Fowler and Haskell Springer
Richard and amy Frydman
Dale and Jacalyn Goetz
steven and cheri graham
George and Susan Gurley
Steven Hamburg and Sarah Barker
Thomas and Mary Hedrick
Stephen and Marcia Hill
Richard and susan himes
Katherine hoggard

Robert and Lynne Holt
John and gloria hood
steven and Karen hummel
wesley and Joan Jackson
Jerry Jost and Deborah altus
edward and patricia Kehde
Jennifer Kennedy
Phillip and Camille Korenek
Ann Kuether
Matthew and Tandy Leinwetter
Robert and elizabeth Lichtwardt
paul and sandra Liechti
Mark and Marialyce Maher
Henry Marder

Roger and Jan Boyd
Michael and Barbara Braa
Dennis Brown
caroljean Brune and Bill getz
Rex Buchanan and Mindy James
Robert and Ellie Burkhart
George Byers
Michael and Julie Campbell
eugene and pam carvalho
ginger chance
peter and suzanne cohen
Frederick Conboy
Jensen and Laura Adams
Lon and Lynn akerberg
Laura Aldrich-Wolfe and steven Travers
Kerry altenbernd
Robert Antonio
David Baird
Debra Baker
Michael Beam
Donald and Alleta Biggs
Gary and Nancy Bjorge
alan Black
Lynne Bodle
steven Davis
Ernest Eck and Patricia Karlin
Georgann Eglinski and Ron Schorr
Lisa eitner
hilda enoch
Barbara etzel
william and ann Feyerharm
Jason and Sarah Carkhuff Fizell

Margaret Fortun
craig and Jane freeman
Roy and Marilyn Gridley
Lisa grossman
alan and Phylis Hancock
cristi hansen
Joe harrington
Lisa harris
Donald and carol hatton
Chelsi Hayden
John and Nancy Hiebert
Jeannette hierstein
James and sandra hillesheim
Thad holcombe and Linda Watts
John Howard and Betsy Edmonds
Rudolf and ursula Jander
Donald and Alice Ann Johnston
Jonathan Kahn and B. Kay Huff
David and Sharyn Katzman
Richard and Sherry Kay
Joseph and Lucille King
Jeanne Klein
philip struble
stuart and susan Levine
John and Linda Lungstrum
Janet Majure
Peter Mancall and Lisa Bitel
Robert and Patricia Marvin
Larry and Linda Maxey
Douglas and Linda McKay
Robert Melton

John and Rachel Miller
Timothy Miller
Michael and Sara Niemann
George and Judy Paley
Dean palos
Judith Parker
zack Pistora
Paul Post and Kay Kelly
Laurance and Joanna price
Linda akin Renner
Lauren Ritterbush and Brad Logan
John and Valerie Roper
Stanley and Janet Roth
L. stephen and glenda schmidt
Richard and Barbara schowen
scott schulte
Joseph Scranton and Martha Bloomquist
David seamon
Larry and Susan Seitz
Albert and Jane sellen
John simpson and sondra goodman
Madonna Stallmann and Paul weidhaas
steven stemmerman
Glenda Taylor and Joseph Saia
Orley and Toni Taylor
austin and Ruth Turney
alison watkins
Alice Weis
peter and Joan Whitenight
Virginia wulfkuhle
Carolyn young

List of Contributors to Kansas Land Trust
We extend our sincere gratitude and appreciation to these supporters who contributed to the Kansas Land Trust 

between January 1, 2013, and December 31, 2013.  Your generosity supports KLT’s legacy,
 preserving over 22,000 acres of Kansas land to date.
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Douglas and Jane Marples
Newton McCluggage
Carolyn Micek
Dusty Miller
Mark Miller
David and Susan Millstein
Richard Mitchell
Kenneth Muller and Eleanor Phillips
Lynn and Carolyn Nelson
Richard o’Kell
Oread Friends Meeting
Lowell Paul and Sheila Reynolds
gerald and Jeanne pees
Gregory Penner

David and Martha Pierce
piersol foundation
galen pittman
Rex Powell and Marie-alice L’Heureux
Stanley and Teresa Rasmussen
John and Mary Beth Reese
Adam Rome and Robin schulze
Jean Rosenthal and David Kingsley
Sylvie Rueff and Glenn Garneau
Sabatini Family Foundation
Richard and Martha Seaton
John and patricia shell
Sheila Shockey

Ann simpson
Diane Worthington simpson
fred and Lilian six
Jack Skeels
Sandra Strand and David Means
John Strickler
Patricia Thomas and Martin Haynes
Lynn and Marjorie VanBuren
Regis Vialle
Chad and Joanna Voigt
Mike and Linda wildgen
Eugene and Mary ann wilson
norman and Anne Yetman

caretakers

stewards

sustainers

guardians

Gregory and Cynthia abbott
Ronald and Lisa Aul
Patricia Casey
Jonathan earle and Leslie Tuttle
Julie elfving
Lori Heasty and John Patterson
Linda Johnston

Francis Kelly and Cheri Varvil
Darcy and Sheryl Kunze
Dennis and Kristine Lane
Richard and Marsha Marshall
Sondra McCoy
Cathy Reinhardt
Michael and Kathleen Riordan

Harold and Melissa Rosson
Larry and June Rouse
Rick Stein and Mary Howe
Martha Steincamp
giles Thompson
Laurie Ward
Robert and Martha ward

Linda Bailey
Robert and Martha Barnhardt
g. Kenneth and Ann Baum
Rebecca coan
Myrl Duncan
Douglas and Shirley Hitt
earl and susan iversen
William and Alicia Jennings

Thomas Donnell Luckey
Mark McGrory and Ginevera Moore
Elizabeth Miller and william Eakin
Edward Mosby Lincoln
simpson foundation
william and Martha Stueck
Gary Tegtmeier
Donald and Beverley worster

Michael and Donna Butler
Lynn Byczynski and Daniel Nagengast
Douglas chamblin
catherine and David hauber
Bruce and Lucinda hogle

Kelly Kindscher and Maggie Riggs
Jane Koger
Carol McDowell and John Bottenberg
elizabeth schultz
elaine st. James

wilderness Community Education 
   foundation
Valerie wright and Simon Malo

philip A. schrodt

Kansas Land Trust gratefully acknowl-
edges these organizations which have 
provided grants for our work in 2013:

land trust alliance
national Fish & wildlife 
   Foundation
U.s. department of the army

These companies have provided match-
ing gifts to 2013 member contributions:

motorola matching gift Foundation
Pfi zer Foundation

KLT wishes to acknowledge these 
fi rms which have provided corporate 
support for our conservation efforts in 
2013:

capital city Bank
First state Bank & trust
heritage tractor
intrust Bank
Kohart accounting
meta environmental consulting
rouse hendricks german may
stinson leonard street
suburban lawn & garden
Sunfl ower Outdoor & Bike
vireo

2013 included some signifi cant achieve-
ments for Kansas Land Trust.  first, our 
easement acquisition program continues to 
be strong.  KLT is in the fore-
front of land conservation 
in Kansas, now holding 
54 easements comprising 
22,000 acres of lands that 
are protected in perpetuity.

second, KLT’s investment 
in information technology has allowed us 
not only to accurately map, monitor, and 
steward the easements we hold, but has 
also allowed us to enhance our online pres-
ence via our updated website and social 
media.  

Third, and most signifi cant of all, KLT was 
awarded accreditation by the Land Trust 
Accreditation commission.  This achieve-
ment signifi es that KLT meets rigorous 
national quality standards for protecting 
important natural places and working lands 
forever.  Only 15% of all the land trusts in 
the us meet this standard.  

we are gratifi ed that our community of 
members, landowners, funders, and allied 
organizations continues to strengthen land 
preservation in Kansas.  we look forward 
to partnering with you in 2014 and beyond 
as we continue our mission to preserve cru-
cially important lands of the Great Plains.  

highlights of the year:  

gaining ground
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Joseph Bartels
in memory of doug guess

Lynne Bodle
in memory of mark larson

Eugenia Bryan
in memory of 

william Jennings Bryan

George Byers
in memory of gloria Byers

Lisa harris
in memory of Bill ward

earl and susan iversen
in memory of 

ian & gabrielle machattie

Linda Johnston
in memory of Bill ward

Jeanne Klein
in memory of the 

wakarusa wetlands

Thomas Donnell Luckey
in memory of John heider

Ann simpson
in memory of Bill ward

Martha Steincamp
in memory of Bill ward

Gary Tegtmeier
in memory of Bill ward

KT Walsh
in memory of 
william hatke

KT Walsh
in memory of al nelson

Robert and Martha ward
in memory of Bill ward

Robert and Ellie Burkhart
in honor of dan wildcat

Rebecca coan
in honor of clark coan

Peter Mancall and Lisa Bitel
in honor of

 donald & Beverley worster

Ann simpson
in honor of 

sara & ray dean

Ann simpson
in honor of laurie ward

Gary Tegtmeier
in honor of rick mitchell

Gary Tegtmeier
in honor of 

Elizabeth Schultz

Gary Tegtmeier
in honor of laurie ward

Memorial and Tribute Gifts
Kansas Land Trust is grateful to these donors who have chosen to support KLT 

as a special way to remember or honor a relative or friend.

Great things result from land conservation! In the process 
of preserving land, KLT has elicited support from a wide-
ranging community, and we want to acknowledge the assis-
tance and resources provided by these dedicated folks.

To this end, KLT is fortunate to have forged a partnership 
with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), 
which provides purchase money for conservation easements 
as part of a mitigation strategy for wind development. To 
be clear - we do not support putting wind farms in areas 
of intact native prairie or other high value conservation 
areas. However, the world is not a perfect place, and wind 
farms do get built in places where they don’t belong. In the 
case of the Caney River Wind Farm, the owner is work-
ing with NFWF, the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks 
and Tourism, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service to provide funds 
to purchase conservation easements on 18,000 acres of un-
developed, intact Flint Hills prairie. NFWF approached 
KLT to be the holder of these easements. After much de-
liberation, we determined that it was worthwhile protecting 
this additional Flint Hills land in order to keep it safe from 
future encroachment by commercial or industrial facilities. 
In 2013, this partnership allowed us to place a conservation 
easement on the 4,687 acres of the Red Buffalo Ranch.

Our ongoing partnership with Fort Riley, through the 
Army Compatible Use Buffer Program, also yielded an ad-
ditional 286 acres of conserved land in the northern Flint 
Hills in 2013. This productive partnership benefits Fort 
Riley by limiting development around the base that might 
restrict vital military training, and also protects farm and 
ranch lands and important wildlife such as the regal fritil-
lary butterfly and the greater prairie-chicken.

We continue to build upon the strong relationships that 
we have cultivated with other conservation organizations in 
Kansas. In 2013 we worked closely with The Nature Con-
servancy, the Ranchland Trust of Kansas, and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service to coordinate conservation efforts. This 
partnership allows us to focus on creating larger, regional-
level conservation corridors. We also pooled efforts to in-
form and educate our elected officials about the benefits of 
conservation easements.

Our ardent community of supporters provides essential 
resources for the work that KLT has accomplished. We are 
truly thankful for the generous financial patronage and the 
hundreds of hours donated by our members, our Board of 
Directors, and volunteers. Together we’re advancing criti-
cal conservation work to protect the precious jewels of our 
Kansas landscape – forever.

Conservation, Community, and Connections

KLT extends a special acknowledgement and 
thanks to the Kansas Bestiary Partnership for 
their very generous contributions towards land 

preservation in Douglas County.
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national land conservation
 • 47 million acres conserved nationally by 2010, 
    representing an increase of 23 million acres since 2000
 • 1,700 active conservation organizations
 • US Midwest saw the greatest growth by percentage in acres 
    conserved between 2005-2010

Kansas land conservation

 • more than 130,000 acres now conserved statewide
 • nearly 30,000 additional acres in process
 • leveraged more than $13 million in federal funds 
    for conservation

The land trust movement is gaining ground, both 
nationally and locally.  In fact, according to the nation-
al Land Trust Alliance, the Midwest saw the greatest 
growth, by percentage, in acres conserved in the U.S. 
between 2005 and 2010.  Kansas Land Trust is proud 
of our contribution to land preservation in Kansas.  The 
54 easements currently held by KLT, protecting over 

22,000 acres in perpetuity, represent about 17% of the 
total acreage conserved in the state.  We believe that 
“people  +  places  +  partnership  =  preservation” 
is a formula that works for Kansas lands, and we are 
indebted to our members, funders, partners, Board, and 
Staff for their strong and continuing commitment to this 
worthy cause.

(sources: Land Trust Alliance, The Nature Conservancy, Ranchland Trust of Kansas, and KLT)

[gAining gRounD]

Kansas Land Trust in Context - 
Nationally, Regionally, and Locally

Kansas land trust: 
conservation achievements

 • more than 22,000 acres conserved since 1997
 • holds 17% of all conserved lands in KS
 • leveraged over $8 million in federal and state funds
 • matched by more than $12 million in private land
    donations
 • complemented by over $1.3 million in grants 
    and cash contributions
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MEMBER OF THE

Land conservation not only benefits natural areas 
and the creatures at home on the land, but is also 
essential in protecting the culture, the landscapes, 
and the lifestyles that are the legacy of the people 
of Kansas. When KLT purchases conservation 
easements on productive farm and ranchlands, 
we also protect the diversity of flora and fauna 
on that land. Equally important, the purchase 
of these easements provides landowners with 
funds that help them maintain their agricultural 
lifestyle and provide continued support for our 
rural Kansas economy.

(Photo © Bruce Hogle.) (Photo by Kyle Gerstner.)

The sale of original artwork by KLT member and 
renowned artist Lisa grossman provided a boost 
to KLT’s 2013 fundraising efforts. Board member 
Valerie wright, at right, is heavily involved in 
KLT’s outreach. (Photo by Jerry Jost.)

Board member Mike wildgen, left, with KLT 
member Ron aul and KLT intern ashton Martin 
in Chase County, on their way to evaluate a 
potential easement. (Photo by Jerry Jost.)

Kansas rancher Ken Muller’s lands are protected 
forever by a conservation easement with KLT. 
(Photo © Bruce Hogle.)

What does this seal 
mean for Kansas lands? 
See page 5.
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